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From the Editor

Public power is hometown power. 
Public power is an American 
tradition that works in more than 

2,000 communities across the country. 
That’s why we take time each year to 
recognize and call attention to com-
munity ownership of electric utilities. 
Public power systems across the country 
that collectively provide electricity on a 
not-for-profit basis to 45 million Americans will recognize 
Public Power Week, October 4-10.

As a public power system, your 
city/town operates the utility as a 
community enterprise, which holds 
down costs and allows all citizens to 
take part in making decisions about 
utility services.  

These cities and towns light up 
their homes, businesses and streets 
with public power — electricity that 
comes from a community-owned and 
-operated utility. Each public power 
system is different, reflecting its 
hometown characteristics and values, 
but all have a common purpose: pro-
viding reliable and safe not-for-profit 

electricity at a reasonable price while 
protecting the environment.

While the vast majority of public power is owned 
by cities and towns, a number of counties, public util-
ity districts, and even a handful of states have public 
power systems. Most — especially the smaller ones — are 
governed by a city council, while others are overseen by 
an independently elected or appointed board.

One of the advantages of being a customer of public 
power is local, hometown service. When you call your 
public power system with a question or to ask for help, 
they’re right there; ready to respond right away. 

Your public power system is also committed to the 
community by its involvement and investment in numer-
ous community and civic activities throughout the year.

As the wholesale power provider for 11 public power 
systems in Alabama, the Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority is committed to planning for a future that will 
continue to provide reliable, low-cost electricity to homes 
and businesses in our member cities in an environmen-
tally-responsible way.  

As you know, the U.S. Congress is debating how 
it should legislate the reduction of greenhouse gases 
through penalizing their production, by promoting en-
ergy efficiency, and developing cleaner power generation 
technologies.  

There are also debates across the country about how 
many new power plants and transmission lines will be 
needed to serve our growing population and economy. 

There are further questions about costs and environmen-
tal considerations for building different kinds of power 
plants.  

As part of the American Public Power Association 
(APPA), which represents our interests in Washington, 
D.C., we advocate national policies that will hold down 
prices, increase energy independence and security, pro-
tect the environment, and promote energy efficiency. 

We hope you will take the time to recognize the men 
and women who serve you at your public power system as 
they continue to shine a light in your hometown. 

Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your com-
munity, home and family. 

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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This year, Sylacauga hosted Italian sculptor, Rino Giannini, and Mayor 
Massimo Mallegni from Piestrasanta, Italy, as well as other visitors from 
Piestrasanta and American marble artists. Sylacauga reciprocated the Italian 
hospitality, which was shown to Mayor and Mrs. Wright last year during their 
tour of Piestrasanta, by holding its first Magic of Marble Festival this year.  

Italian officials and artists visited Sylacauga for a day of celebration this 
past April. Dan Burch, a sculptor from Huntsville, and Phil Draper, a sculptor 
from Decatur, were part of the festivities.

The delegation toured three of the area’s marble quarries, including Ala-
bama Marble Company; viewed the product displays at Comer Library, where 
the versatility of the crushed product was demonstrated; ate an American-
style lunch at the Marble City Grill; and attended a city-wide reception at 
the J. Craig Smith Community Center, where Mayor Wright and Mayor Mal-
legni signed a Pact of Friendship. Dignitaries from both cities also recited the 
American and Italian Pledge of Allegiance.

For more about the cultural event, see Page 14.
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In My Opinion

In previous issues of Alabama Currents, I have 
discussed with you our concerns about potentially 
harmful provisions in the American Clean Energy 

and Security Act of 2009, commonly referred to as cli-
mate change legislation. Although it is intended to curb 
greenhouse gas emissions, boost energy efficiency, and 
develop renewable energy sources, this legislation could 
have broad-reaching, significant impacts on our consum-
ers. In short, consumers will see higher energy costs. 

We commend all of Alabama’s Congressional del-
egation for their support of our concerns by voting against H.R. 2454, the 
Waxman-Markey Bill, on June 26. Prior to the vote, all seven Alabama Con-
gressmen, three Democrats and four Republicans, were so strongly opposed 
to the legislation that they sent a letter to the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee expressing their concerns about the estimated billions of dol-
lars in costs stemming from proposed energy mandates and how those costs 
will affect Alabama citizens. The bill passed in the House by a very narrow 
margin.

At the heart of the legislation is a cap-and-trade system that sets a 
limit on overall carbon emission while allowing utilities, manufacturers 
and other emitters to trade pollution permits, or allowances, among them-
selves. The cap would grow tighter over the years, pushing up the price of 
emissions and presumably driving industry to find cleaner ways of making 
energy. The bill sets economy-wide greenhouse gas emission reduction goals 
of 97 percent of the 2005 level by 2012; 80 percent of the 2005 level by 
2020; 58 percent of the 2005 level by 2030; and 17 percent of the 2005 level 
by 2050.

Another key element of the legislation is a Renewable Energy Standard 
(RES), which requires that 20 percent of a utility’s electric generation come 
from a renewable source, such as solar, wind or biomass, by 2020. 

Although this proposal sounds good, these sources of electric generation 
are significantly more costly than existing electric generation sources and 
will result in higher electric bills.

One of the issues with the proposed renewable options is that different 
regions of the country have advantages over others. Renewable options are 
limited in the Southeast. Our region lacks adequate wind or solar resources, 
and there isn’t enough biomass to make up the difference, thus impacting 
the South in a very discriminatory way.

We recognize that there are significant interests by the Obama Admin-
istration and leaders of Congress to move this legislation forward. However, 
we are concerned about the potentially harmful impacts it will have on 
consumers’ energy costs. We feel strongly that any climate change legisla-
tion should contain a balance between energy, the environment and the 
economy.

We are hopeful that the House passed version of this legislation im-
proves in the Senate.

AMEA will continue doing its part to keep you informed of legislation 
that could adversely affect you and your family. We will continue to protect 
your quality of life through affordable, reliable electricity and encourage 
realistic, workable solutions for future energy needs.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
  AMEA President & CEO

Your municipal electric system 
wants to help you maximize 
your energy dollars by offer-

ing these tips to conserve energy and 
save on your monthly power bill:

•	  Try to schedule any activity us-
ing hot water (laundry, showers, 
baths, dishwashing) for before 2 
p.m. or after 6 p.m.

•	  Set your thermostat at 78 
degrees or slightly higher dur-
ing hot weather. The monthly 
savings could be between 3 and 
5 percent. Raise the thermostat 
higher when away from home for 
extended periods. By installing 
a programmable thermostat, you 
can save money every month by 
lowering energy use when you do 
not need it.

•	  Clean or change the air condi-
tioner filter regularly. A dirty 
filter cuts down on air flow and 
reduces efficiency. Air condi-
tioners are the biggest source of 
electric use during the summer. 

Your municipal  
electric system offers 
energy-saving tips
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How about renewable energy?
By Doug Rye

I get calls everyday about re-
newable energy. The caller usu-
ally says that they are looking 

into solar or wind systems to help 
lower their utility bills. I always 
ask them what gave them this idea. 
They often use the term “get off 
the grid” or “sell electricity back to 
the power company.”

In a nice way, I say, to them, it is not going to hap-
pen unless you are willing to greatly change your liv-
ing habits or unless you have lot of money to spend. It 
sounds good and is easy to say but simply not feasible for 
your house. Of course, the company selling solar or wind 
systems might tell you differently. So who and what are 
you going to believe? Well, I don’t have a hidden agenda, 
so let’s just look at the facts.

Let’s first look at a solar system that will generate 
electricity. This would usually be flat panels that would 
mount on the roof. Each panel is called a photovoltaic 
collector. The rays from the sun pass through the glass 
into the collector and are converted into electricity. The 
more panels you have, the more electricity you can gen-
erate. Sounds good so far, so what’s the problem? Well, to 
start with, it only generates when the sun is shining. I 
learned years ago that the sun never shines at night and 
not much on cloudy days in Alabama. You would be lucky 
to average five hours of useable sunlight per 24-hour day.

A typical residential system will cost about $28,000. 
If the family qualifies for the federal 30 percent tax 
credit, the cost would be $19,600. On a sunny day, that 
system will generate about two kilowatts (2,000 watts) 
for five hours. That is enough to power one small hair 
dryer and five light bulbs for five hours. I have worked 
with two companies where we installed these systems 
and they are metered everyday. It would save you about 
$16 per month on your electric bill. A simple question 
is this…would you suggest that your children invest 
$19,600 to save $16 per month? Doing simple math, it 
would take 102 years to get your money back. If you 
include rate increases, the payback is about 50 years and 
the systems are expected to last about 25 years.

Read and study this carefully and you won’t need to 
call me about solar. We’ll study wind and what I consider 
the best answer in the next issue of Alabama Currents.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency in-
formation and tips to help customers maximize their energy 
dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 
653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

In many homes, air conditioning accounts for more 
than half the electric bill.

•	  Keep your curtains and blinds closed during the day 
to reduce heat from direct sunlight.

•	  Using the microwave, slow cookers and outdoor grills 
for cooking also will reduce demand for power. 

•	  Use room or ceiling fans to circulate air.

•	  Add insulation in the attic. Better attic insulation 
can save as much as 30 percent on cooling and heat-
ing costs. 

•	  Make sure attic and crawl spaces are adequately 
ventilated. Poor ventilation will add to your summer 
cooling costs. It also can trap moisture in your attic, 
making insulation less effective.

•	  Use compact fluorescent lights instead of incandes-
cent lamps when possible. CFLs last about 10 times 
longer and use about one-fourth the electricity of 
incandescent bulbs. CFLs can save 60 percent or more 
on lighting costs.

•	  Cleaning your dryer lint filter before every load helps 
dry your clothes more quickly, which means you save 
energy and money.

•	  When going on vacation, turn your water heater 
thermostat to low. It will save you a few dollars.

•	  Your mother was right. (“What do you think — we 
own the power company?!”) Turn off everything not 
in use: lights, TVs, computers. Results show that the 
average owner of a computer system spends about 
$100 per year in electricity bills, if the computer is 
left on 24/7. This cost, however, does not figure in 
the electricity used by printers, scanners, and other 
devices.

•	  Click your way to energy 
savings. Be a wise-ener-
gy user and put money 
back into your pocket 
each month with Energy 
Depot®. Energy Depot is 
simple and convenient, 
and there is no cost associated with accessing the 
service. Energy Depot is an Internet-based suite 
of software applications for residential customers. 
Customers can receive online personalized energy 
profiles. You can input your energy billing history 
to assist your analysis, plus you can access advice 
on saving energy and a comprehensive library of 
energy information. To get started, visit your city or 
utility web site. If you have a problem accessing this 
site, visit the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) web site, www.amea.com, Energy Depot. 
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Governor riley 
awards additional 
$30.6 million in 

grants for  
weatherization 

Governor Bob 
Riley has 
awarded an 

additional $30.6 
million in economic 
stimulus funds to 
help thousands 
of low-income 
residents across 
Alabama reduce 
their home energy 
costs. The grants also are intended to 
stimulate employment opportunities 
for the construction industry.

The Alabama Weatherization 
Assistance Program helps individu-
als cut their utility bills by making 
homes more energy efficient. The 
program gives priority to the elderly, 
those with disabilities and low-income 
families with small children. Governor 
Riley previously awarded $9.26 million 
for weatherization, including $4.86 
million in funding from the federal 
stimulus law, in late June.

“High home energy bills can break 
a family budget already stretched thin 
by job loss or other difficult circum-
stances,” Governor Riley said.

Houses that qualify for weather-
ization assistance will be modified to 
improve both energy efficiency and 
safety. Eligible applicants will have 
their houses tested to determine the 
most cost-effective measures needed. 
Depending on the results, a home 
weatherization project may include 
extra insulation for the attic, walls 
and floor, sealing leaks in the home’s 
shell and ductwork, repairs and 
tune-ups to heating, ventilation and 
air-conditioning systems, and replace-
ment of incandescent lights with more 
energy efficient  compact-fluorescent 
bulbs.

The additional funding for the 
program comes after the approval of 
the state’s weatherization plan this 
month by the U.S. Department of 
Energy, the agency administering the 
national program. Approval of the 
plan means that more than 40 percent 
of the state’s nearly $71.8 million 

allocation from the stimulus is now 
available. The Energy Division of the 
Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs administers the 
state program. The remaining portion 
of the weatherization stimulus funds 
will be made available at a later time.

Families with gross yearly incomes 
of 200 percent of the federal poverty 
level or less are eligible to apply for 
assistance. A family of four can have 
no more than $44,100 per year in gross 
income. The qualifying cap for a fam-
ily of two is an annual gross income of 
no more than $29,140. 

Governor Riley awarded the 
additional funds to 15 community 
action agencies and other sponsoring 
agencies that administer the program 
locally across the state. These agencies 
receive applications from individuals 
who wish to be considered for assis-
tance. 

Below is a list of grants awarded, 
the counties served by each recipient 
agency and contact information:
•		$1,281,110	to	Community	Action	

Agency of Northwest Alabama Inc. 
(Colbert, Franklin and Lauderdale), 
(256) 766-4330

•		$1,663,678	to	Community	Action	
Partnership of Huntsville, Madison 
and Limestone Counties (Madison 
and Limestone), (256) 851-9800

•		$2,147,283	to	Community	Action	
Partnership of North Alabama Inc. 
(Cullman, Lawrence, Marion, Morgan, 
Walker and Winston), (256) 355-7843

•		$2,032,697	to	Community	Action	
Agency of Northeast Alabama Inc. 
(Blount, Cherokee, DeKalb, Jackson, 
Marshall and St. Clair), (256) 638-
4430

•		$845,171	to	Etowah	County	Commu-
nity Services Program Inc. (Etowah), 
(256) 546-9271

•		$1,754,825	to	Community	Action	
Agency of Talladega, Clay, Randolph, 
Calhoun and Cleburne Counties, (Cal-
houn, Clay, Cleburne, Randolph and 
Talladega), (256) 362-8147

•		$4,023,313	to	Jefferson	County	Com-
mittee for Economic Opportunity 
(Jefferson), (205) 458-2626

•		$774,867	to	Community	Action	Com-
mittee Inc. of Chambers-Tallapoosa-
Coosa (Chambers, Coosa and Tal-
lapoosa), (256) 825-4287

•		$2,381,218	to	Community	Service	
Programs of West Alabama (Bibb, 
Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Pick-
ens, Sumter and Tuscaloosa), (205) 

752-5429
•		$1,969,359	to	Elmore-Autauga	Com-

munity Action Committee (Autauga, 
Chilton, Dallas, Elmore, Perry and 
Shelby), (334) 567-7298

•		$1,480,294	to	Montgomery	County	
Commission (Montgomery), (334) 
262-4300

•		$1,608,446	to	Central	Alabama	
Regional Planning and Development 
Commission (Lee, Macon and Rus-
sell), (334) 262-4300

•		$3,048,468	to	Organized	Community	
Action Program Inc. (Barbour, Bull-
ock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, Cren-
shaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, 
Lowndes and Pike), (334) 566-1712

•		$2,116,037	to	Community	Action	
Agency of Baldwin, Escambia, 
Clarke, Monroe and Conecuh Coun-
ties Inc. (Baldwin, Clarke, Conecuh, 
Escambia, Marengo, Monroe and 
Wilcox), (251) 626-2649

•		$3,452,643	to	Mobile	Community	
Action Inc. (Mobile, Choctaw and 
Washington), (251) 457-5700

Alabama to get 
$4.5 million for  

appliance rebates

T he U.S. 
Department 
of Energy 

says Alabama will 
receive up to $4.5 
million for a rebate 
program for con-
sumers who purchase new home 
appliances with an ENERGY STAR® 
rating.

Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
said the funding is part of the 
federal stimulus package. He says 
it’s designed to save energy and 
reduce utility bills.

Chu said each state has to 
have its plan for distributing the 
money ready by Oct. 15, and the 
vast majority of the money will 
flow to the states by the end of 
November.

According to Chu, the pur-
chases that can be covered include 
heating and cooling equipment, 
water heaters, clothes washers, 
dishwashers, freezers and refrig-
erators.
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Will you be graduating from 
high school in the spring of 
2010? Do you receive your 

electricity from a municipal electric 
system in Alabama? Then if your an-
swer to these questions is “yes,” you 
could be eligible to receive a schol-
arship from the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority (AMEA) and your 
municipal electric system.

For the past 17 years, AMEA has 
assisted deserving students in each 
of its 11 Member cities (Alexander 
City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, La-
Fayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, 
Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) 
with their first-year tuition to a state 
university. Recognizing that many 
high school seniors seek training in 
a technical or trade program, AMEA 
added a technical school scholarship 
in 2004.

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s 
scholarships, a student’s family must 
receive electric service from a Mem-
ber’s electric utility and the student 
must attend an Alabama college or 
university.

Applications are currently avail-
able from school counselors in these 
Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.
com, Scholarship Program. Applica-
tions are reviewed and selected by an 
independent panel of college guid-
ance personnel. Application dead-
line is Monday, Feb. 1, 2010.

For more information on the pro-
gram, contact your school counselor 
or Pamela Poole, AMEA’s Scholarship 
Program Coordinator, (800) 239-2632, 
Ext. 110, (334) 387-3504, or pam@
amea.com.

Perform electrical hazard 
check of your home

Safe Electricity urges everyone to 
perform an electrical hazard check to 
help keep homes and families safe from 
fires. 

Fires are among the leading causes 
of accidental death in the United 
States today. Nationally, it is estimated 
that nearly one-third of residential 
fires are related to electrical distribu-
tion or appliances and equipment. 
These electrical fires cause hundreds of 
deaths and thousands of injuries, and 
translate into more than a billion dol-
lars in property damage each year. 

“Safe Electricity wants everyone 
to be aware of electrical hazards, and 
know that there are simple steps that 
can be taken to prevent electrical 
fires,” says Molly Hall, director of the 
Safe Electricity program. “For example, 
a routine check of electrical cords and 
outlets can save lives.” 

Many avoidable fires can be traced 
to poor maintenance and misuse of 
electrical appliances and electric cords. 
Don’t place cords underneath rugs and 
furniture, and do not run cords behind 
baseboards, curtains and in high-
traffic areas. Damaged, abused or worn 
extension cords can pose a major fire 
hazard. 

“This October, begin a habit of 
regularly inspecting all appliances, 
cords and plugs,” suggests Hall. “If 
you discover a frayed cord or loose 
prongs on a plug, discontinue use until 
replaced or repairs can be made.” 

Some suggested home appliance 
safety checks and measures to prevent 
shocks, burns and fires include: 
•	  If an appliance has a three-prong 

plug, use it only in a three-slot 
outlet. Never remove the ground-
ing pin or force it to fit into a two-
slot outlet or extension cord. 

•	  Replace any appliance or tool if 
it causes even small electrical 
shocks, overheats, shorts out or 
gives off smoke or sparks. 

•	  Do not use light bulbs with 
wattage that is too high for the 
fixture. 

•	  To prevent overheating, allow air 
space around heat-producing appli-
ances such as TVs, plug-in radios, 
stereo sets, computers and power-

ful lamps. 
•	  Be sure all electrical equipment 

bears the Underwriters Laborato-
ries (UL) label. 
Additionally, to prevent electrical 

overloading, avoid using extension 
cords on a permanent basis and never 
plug more than two home appliances 
into an outlet at once. Use only outlets 
designed to handle multiple plugs. 
Give special consideration to applianc-
es that use 1,000 or more watts, such 
as refrigerators, hot plates, irons, mi-
crowave ovens, dishwashers, heaters, 
and air conditioners. Avoid plugging 
them into the same outlet or circuit. 
Do not exceed 1,500 watts for each 
outlet or circuit. If a circuit breaker 
trips or a fuse blows frequently, im-
mediately cut down on the number of 
appliances on that line. 

Electrical wiring defects are a ma-
jor cause of residential blazes. Check 
periodically for loose wall receptacles, 
loose wires, or loose lighting fixtures. 
Listen for popping or sizzling sounds 
behind walls. Immediately shut off, 
then have a professional replace light 
switches that are hot to the touch, 
and lights that spark and flicker. 

The majority of fires caused by 
electrical wiring flaws occur in the 
bedroom. For this reason, Safe Electric-
ity encourages homeowners to have 
Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (ACFIs) 
professionally installed in bedrooms. 
AFCI is a relatively new technology to 
address electrical fire hazards, and the 
National Electric Code now requires 
AFCIs for bedroom circuits in new resi-
dential construction. 

In many older homes, the capac-
ity of the wiring system has not kept 
pace with today’s increase in modern 
appliances and electrical usage. 

“Overloaded electrical systems 
can be a dangerous prelude to fire,” 
warns Hall. “Dimming lights when 
an appliance goes on, a shrinking TV 
picture, slow-heating appliances, or 
fuses blowing frequently are signals of 
overloaded circuits.” 

Safe Electricity suggests that if 
you notice any of these warning sig-
nals, call a qualified electrician to get 
expert help. 

“Finally, a functioning smoke alarm 
dramatically increases your chances of 
surviving a fire,” reminds Hall, “Replace 
the batteries twice a year, and remem-
ber to practice a home escape plan 
frequently with your family.”

For more information, visit www.
safeelectricity.org.

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE

AMEA and its Members 
kick off 2010 Scholarship 
Program
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City of Lanett establishes new 
Personnel Policy Book

By Jennie Gunnells

The City of Lanett will launch a new Personnel 
Policy Book, Employee Handbook very soon. 
The new policy book is very much needed 

since the current policy book was formulated in 
1986.

Also, for the first time, the City of Lanett will 
have Vision and Mission statements as part of its 
organizational structure. 

Lanett City Clerk and Acting City Manager 
Deborah Daniel, Human Resource Manager Jennie 
Gunnells, and City Council Members Kaye Maxwell, 
Rebecca Looser and Jamie Heard have been meeting 
and adding new policies, revising existing policies, 
and establishing safer, updated policies.  

Currently, the group is working on a cell phone 
policy that will address safety on all city cell 
phones, as in certain states and municipalities the 
use of a cell phone while driving is prohibited. When 
company issued cell phones are involved, policies 
must be in place for lost or damaged equipment and 
for non-business use of the phone. Employers who 
permit personal use of company cell phones may 
have to consider tax issues of employees for such 
use. Lanett wants to protect its employees from 
incurring a tax liability for the personal use of the 
cell phone.

The group plans to address the need to keep 
personal calls on an employee’s cell phone to breaks 
or lunch time in order to offer the best service pos-
sible for all customers and citizens.  

The City has established the following Vision 
and Mission statements.

vision

To be one of the best cities in Alabama by pro-
viding excellent service to citizens.

Mission

To be an excellent city government by providing 
exceptional, quality service for citizens in a munici-
pality.

 
Department heads will be selecting an “Employ-

ee of the Quarter” beginning this fall. The employee 
chosen will be honored at a council meeting, fea-
tured in our local newspaper, and will receive an 
award. 

Fairhope Electric Department  
instrumental in opening of 

Fairhope’s new recreation center
By D. Fran Morley

The City of Fairhope now has a new addition to the 
community with the opening of the Fairhope Rec 
Center in August. 

The full-service Recreation Center includes a gym, 
racquetball court, activity room with games and video Wii 
programs for youth and adults, indoor walking track, nurs-
ery, sauna, and a full array of state-of-the-art equipment 
for strength and fitness training. 

Like most building projects for the City of Fairhope, the 
Fairhope Electric Department pitched in on construction, 
said Electric Superintendent Scott Sligh. 

“Early on, we installed the transformer and the elec-
tric service to the building. We also made some directional 
bores to provide conduit for the cable and phone compa-
nies,” said Sligh. “As the Center got closer to opening, we 
worked closely with Director Liz Chandler helping coor-
dinate cable and power installations to the new exercise 
equipment.”

The Fairhope City Council approved a schedule of mem-
bership fees, with monthly, quarterly, and yearly rates for 
Fairhope residents, singles, couples, and seniors, as well as 
annual rates for non-residents.

For more information on the Fairhope Rec Center, call 
(251) 928-7270. 
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Recreation Center Director Liz Chandler reviews the treadmills with Jason 
Thrash from the City of Fairhope Electric Department. 
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The Alexander City Light & Power Department 
installed all of the sirens in Alexander City, as well 
as all the sirens in Tallapoosa County.

Inclement weather can come at 
any time. Often we might not 
be aware that it is even in our 

area until it’s too late. 
That is where the early warning 

sirens come in. The sirens are in 
place to give us warning when the 
weather turns nasty. The sirens are 
to there to warn everyone espe-
cially those that may be outside 
or away from the TV or radio. The 
sirens should go off when our area 
is in some type of weather warning.

Alexander City has a total of 10 
sirens throughout the city to warn 
its residents to take cover if the 
need arises. Of those 10 early warn-
ing sirens, five (5) of the sirens use 
a tone warning followed by a voice. 
Once the siren goes off, a voice will 
come on and let the residents in 
the area know exactly what type of 
warning is being issued. 

The areas in Alexander City 
that have the voice siren are Mount 
Airy, Charles E Bailey, Sr. Sport-
plex, Dobbs Road, Central Alabama 
Community College, and Jim Pear-
son School. 

The other five (5) sirens are 
located at the corner 13th Street 
and Summer Street, County Road 
40, Coley Creek Road, Pinetree 
Drive off Dean Road, and at Adams 
Filter Plant, located off Hwy. 280.  
These sirens are tone sirens. When 
a warning arises, you will hear the 
tone sound, but it will not be fol-
lowed by a voice.  

The Alexander City Light & 
Power Department installed all of 
the sirens in Alexander City, as well 
as all the sirens in Tallapoosa Coun-
ty. There are a total of 25 sirens 
in Alexander City and Tallapoosa 
County. The Light Department 
maintains the sirens in Alexander 
City. They are responsible for all 
the repairs and regular mainte-
nance. The sirens are also tested on 
a regular basis.  

A weather warning can come at 
any time and on any day. So when 
you hear an early warning siren, 
it’s a good practice to always check 
the TV or radio for weather warning 
in your area.

tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY  
Day Time (256) 409-2080 • After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 • DO nOt CALL 911

Early warning sirens are  
welcome additions to community  

during inclement weather
By Tracy Kendrick
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trying to trigger its potential,” 
Pereira said. “We want to get it 
going faster and better between 
the Yucatan and Panama City and 
develop economic activity in both 
regions.”

Mexico exports molasses, cop-
per and agriculture and transpor-
tation-related parts to the United 
States. Instead of returning empty 
containers, officials hope industries 
in Alabama can refill the containers 
with exports to Mexico and cut the 
transport fares in half. 

 “This is definitely two-way 
trade,” Stubbs said. “That part of 
Mexico is a good market for Ameri-
can products, especially for U.S. 
food products. On the other hand, 
industries in our area can take this 
opportunity to supply themselves 
with goods from Mexico, instead of 
having to look to Asian suppliers.”

Several tours and meetings 
have been held in the Yucatan and 
the Wiregrass since the agreement 
was signed back in April 2008. 

 “We are really excited about 
the partnership we have with the 
Panama City Port Authority and 
the Port of Progreso,” said Dothan 
Mayor Pat Thomas. “Together, we 
are working to compliment all of 
our economies and open up the area 
to the global economy.” 

Mexican manufacturers began 
using the Panama City port after 
hurricane damage forced them to 
rearrange their trade routes. Trade 
agreements between the two ports 
started with Sitwell Logistics, 
LLC, a sofa manufacturer for IKEA. 
Linea Peninsular, Inc., a shipping 
company based out of the Yucatan, 
currently transports cargo between 
Panama City and Progreso. 

Mayor Pat 
Thomas, 
City of Dothan 
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A new trade agreement be-
tween the Port of Progreso 
in Yucatan, Mexico, and 

the Port of Panama City, FL, will 
provide another access point for 
international trade and could 
increase economic activity for the 
Dothan area and potentially other 
Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity communities. 

The Yucatan port agreement 
with Panama City is a gateway op-
portunity for Alabama industries 
to penetrate the Mexican market. 
Both ports are eager for more 
activity and strategically located 
to affect economic development in 
their region. 

“The shipping connection we 
have between Panama City and 
Progreso really creates a second 
border with Mexico,” said Wayne 
Stubbs, executive director for the 
Port of Panama City. “The more 
partnerships we can build between 
companies in the U.S. and Yucatan, 
the more trade will grow and both 
regions benefit.”

Because of its location on the 
southeastern coast of the United 
States, Panama City is closer than 
other ports to the east coast mar-
ket for distribution of imported 
goods. Shipping across the Gulf 
of Mexico is more cost effective 
and quicker than congested trade 
routes through the Mexico-Texas 
border and overcrowded California 
ports.  

According to Fernando Pereira, 
marketing manager for the Port 
of Progreso, trade has been highly 
influenced by the Mexico-Texas 
border, and that tradition is an 
impediment to the new port agree-
ment. However, maritime shipping 
is better for the environment. 

The ports are approximately 
570 miles apart, and shipping 
time is 52 hours per direction. The 
Yucatan is located in southeast 
Mexico, making transportation 
costs 20 percent lower versus Cen-
tral America or Central Mexico to 
the east of the U.S. 

“We already have a maritime 
shipping breach, so now we are 

Dothan working to 

open up trade  

opportunities with 

Panama City and 

Yucatan Peninsula 

partnership

By Jessica Franklin
Intern

Dothan Area Chamber of 
Commerce

Instead of returning empty  
containers, officials hope  
industries in Alabama can refill 
the containers with exports to 
Mexico and cut the transport 
fares in half. 
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City of Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller is excited to 
announce that the city has launched a program 
to help provide residents with some relief from 

the high cost of prescription drugs. The city is making 
free prescription drug discount cards available to city 
residents through a program sponsored by the National 
League of Cities (NLC). The discount card offers city 
residents the average savings of 20 percent off the retail 
price of commonly prescribed drugs.

The discount cards may be used by all residents of 
Opelika and has no restrictions based on the resident’s 
age, income level, or existing health coverage. The NLC 
card can be used when purchasing prescription drugs at 
many pharmacies around the city, as well as at more than 
59,000 participating retail pharmacies across the coun-
try.

“In the current economic climate, where many people 
are watching what they spend, the NLC prescription dis-
count card will offer significant savings on the purchase 
of prescription medications for our residents,” said Fuller. 
“Whether or not an individual has prescription coverage, 
this program can make it easier for our residents to af-
ford the drugs they need to deal with a short-term illness 
or stay healthy by managing a chronic condition.” 

Cards are available at Opelika City Hall, Opelika 
Chamber of Commerce, Covington Recreation Center, 
Opelika’s Sportsplex & Aquatics Center, and Lee County 
United Way Offices at no cost to city residents. City 
residents can call toll-free (888) 620-1749, or visit www.
caremark.com/nlc for assistance with the program.

Not only does the NLC prescription discount card help 
residents save money on their medications, it is easy to 
use. Opelika residents only have to show their card when 
purchasing medication at one of the many participating 
pharmacies. There is no enrollment form required to get 
a card, no membership fee of any kind and city residents 
and their family members can use the card any time their 
prescriptions are not covered by insurance.

The discount card program is administered by CVS 
Caremark.

About the national League of Cities
The National League of Cities (NLC) is the nation’s 

oldest and largest organization devoted to strengthening 
and promoting cities as centers of opportunity, leader-
ship and governance. NLC is a resource and advocate for 
19,000 cities, towns and villages, representing more than 
218 million Americans.  To learn more about NLC, go to 
www.nlc.org.

Benefits of Program
•	 Prescription discount cards are provided to Ope-

lika residents free of charge.  Once you obtain 
your card you can begin to use it immediately at 
any participating retail pharmacy. (For a list of 
participating pharmacies, visit www.caremark.
com/nlc).

•	 If your pet has been prescribed a medication that 
is also used to treat a human condition, you may 
receive a discount on the medication by taking 
the prescription to a participating retail phar-
macy.

•	 The discount card is not for over-the-counter 
products and non-prescription medications; how-
ever discounts are available for many diabetic 
supplies.

•	 You can use your prescription discount card 
anytime you need to purchase a prescription 
that is not covered by your Medicare prescription 
plan or any other insurance. It cannot be use 
in conjunction with any other prescription plan 
(such as Medicare or prescriptions covered by 
insurance).

•	 This is not insurance; it is a prescription dis-
count program. The card provides immediate 
discounts at participating retail pharmacies. 
Upon presenting your card to the pharmacist, 
you will pay the lower of a discounted price or 
the pharmacy’s regular retail price. There are no 
claim forms to fill out and no limit to the number 
of times you can use the card. These discounts 
are available only at participating retail pharma-
cies.

City of Opelika joins National League of Cities to offer residents  
Prescription Drug Discount Card

By Jan Gunter
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Businesses 
have a 
fiduciary 

responsibil-
ity to insure that 
financial loss or 
bad debt is kept 
to a minimum. In 
the utility busi-
ness, one of the 
ways to do that is 
to make sure that 
the deposit policy 
is strong enough 

to address the best interest of its good paying customers.  
What that means in reality is that good paying customers 
can have their deposit refunded after a year and those 
new customers, with proven good credit history, can have 
their deposit waived or reduced from the onset of be-
coming a Riviera customer. For others, the new deposits 
and fees should be enough to cover the debt a customer 
leaves on their account when they leave the system, 
give a check with insufficient funds, or are disconnected 
for non-payment. When a customer does not pay their 
electric bill, Riviera Utilities is still responsible to pay its 
power supplier for the usage and that could eventually 
put a burden on all of the consumers. 

Riviera Utilities increased deposits and fees for the 
first time in 25 years on August 1, 2009. 

“Raising deposits and fees are not easy decisions 
to make at any time,” said Mike Dugger, General Man-
ager, Riviera Utilities. “But lately, we have seen rising 
amounts of monies that are becoming harder to collect 
when an account is disconnected. Usually, uncollected 
debt is created by customers who leave the system with-
out notification and leave with small amounts of deposit 
to cover their expenses. The uncollected amount becomes 
an expense to the utility and in the long run could cause 
higher rates to all of our customers who maintain good 
payment records with us.”

“By increasing the deposit amount for customers that 
continually have their meters disconnected for non-pay-
ment, who are on our collection lists repeatedly and give 
us checks with insufficient funds for payment, should 
reduce the amount of money that is uncollected when a 
customer leaves our service without paying. Hopefully, 
this will reduce the possible burden on our good custom-
ers that do pay their bills and may help us to keep rates 
from increasing for this purpose,” Dugger added.

The following is a statement of the deposits and fees, 
which began August 1, 2009:

StAnDArD rESIDEntIAL & SMALL COMMErCIAL  
DEPOSItS

Electric ............................ $300.00
Gas .................................. $100.00
Water ................................. $75.00

•	 Existing residential or small commercial customers 
(when turned off due to non-payment) will be charged 
the greater of the deposits shown, or 2 ½ times the 
12-month averaged billing for said location as a de-
posit. 

•	 If the applicant for a residence furnishes a letter 
from a previous utility supplier stating that applicant 
has maintained a satisfactory payment history or an 
adequate credit score, the deposit may be waived or 
reduced. 

•	 Temporary service deposits for contractors building 
homes may be allowed a 50-percent discount of  
deposits.

LArGE COMMErCIAL DEPOSIt
Electric/Gas/Water ...... 3-months usage
FEES
Collection fee  ....................$25.00
Reset fee ............................$50.00
(to be collected before reset and includes collection 
fee)

•	 Any account that is pulled for non-payment that does 
not have an adequate deposit will be required to post 
the deposits as listed above.

 
METER RE-READ / TEST FEES

•	 If a customer requests a meter be re-read, and if the 
original reading is correct, there will be a $10.00 
charge on the next billing.  If the reading is incorrect, 
the customer will receive a $10.00 credit on the next 
billing.

•	 If a customer requests a meter be tested, and the 
meter proves to be within legal industry standards, 
there will be a $25.00 charge on the next billing.  If 
the meter proves to not perform at said standards, the 
customer will be credited $25.00 on the next billing.

For more information, visit the Riviera Utilities’ web 
site, www.rivierautilities.com, or call Customer Service, 
(251) 943-5001 in Foley or (251) 626-500 in Daphne.

Riviera Utilities adopts new deposits and fees policy
By David Horton
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If you’re a history 
buff seeking a 
good find, or are 

traveling near Exit 
80 east looking for a 
stopping point, look 
no further.

Your air-con-
ditioned, restroom 
equipped, no admis-
sion charged destina-
tion spot in Macon 
County is only a few 
miles away. After 
taking Exit 38 in the 
direction of Tuskegee, 
drive northeast on 
81 for about three miles. Take a right on Wright Street, 
swerve around the mansion onto N. Main Street. Drive 
until you reach Hwy 80. Take an immediate left and the 
center will be located on N. Elm across from CVS.

The center’s mission is to recognize and preserve the 
legacies of Native Americans, African Americans and Eu-
ropean Americans, that were influential in establishing 
Macon County. In fact, the center’s logo depicts the faces 
of the county’s three founding ethnicities. The museum, 
designated the official visitor’s center for Macon County 
and located in downtown Tuskegee, also assists in guid-
ing tourist to other points of interest in the county. 

Founded in 1997, it unlocks the well-kept secret of 
Macon County’s rich history. Although well known to na-
tives who take pride in being from a historically impor-
tant community, by and large, Thomas Coley, Executive 
Director of the center, said others are generally unaware 
of its history. The center represents, by gallery, the pre-
sentation of the small county’s, big history.

 “This is a place for learning, educating and broaden-
ing the minds of people that would otherwise never be 
exposed to it,” said Coley. 

The center’s exhibits are divided into the three gal-
leries. The first gallery covers local history. It begins 65 
million years ago, specifying the first plant and animal 
life in the area. It then progresses to detailing the ar-
rival of Native Americans, Europeans and Africans and 
how they interacted with one another to form modern 
day Macon County. The middle gallery details the history 
of the syphilis study. It also acts as a memorial to the 

research subjects of 
the Tuskegee Syphilis 
Study. The third gal-
lery outlines Macon 
County’s role in the 
civil rights movement. 
It is divided into three 
sections including the 
vital role law played 
in civil rights and 
Tuskegee’s involve-
ment in voting rights. 
The last section 
features the Tuske-
gee Land Utilization 
Project, which redis-
tributed land to poor 

black farmers in the 1930s. It also focuses on tourism and 
recreational activities in and around the county.

The center also spotlights modern culture. An open 
gallery, on the second floor, at times exhibits art, hosts 
conferences and lectures and other events.

A traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian, “New 
Harmonies”, will be featured at the center this November, 
said Coley. The exhibit focuses on traditional American 
music forms including blues, country and gospel. It will 
also feature some locally produced pieces. 

For more information, contact the Tuskegee Human 
and Civil Rights Multicultural Center at (334) 724-0800 to 
schedule a tour, or go to www.visitmaconcounty.com for 
more tourist attractions. 
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Local tourism treasure:  
The Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center

By Diana Abston
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In 2008, Sylacauga’s Mayor and 
Mrs. Sam Wright went to Pi-
etrasanta, Italy as a part of the 

Freedom Dream delegation, sponsored 
by the Alabama State Council on the 
Arts.  

The delegation, made up of of-
ficials as well as visual, performing 
and literary artists, were ambassadors 
hoping to forge a lasting friendship 
leading to an ongoing educational 
and cultural exchange between Ala-
bama and Italy.  

The Wrights saw sculptors in ac-
tion on the streets of Pietrasanta and 
had the chance to talk to them about 
Sylacauga, Alabama as one of the two 
areas in the world having the pure 
white marble so valued by sculptors, 
with their own Carrarra mines being 
the other.

Mayor and Mrs. Wright returned 
from that visit to Pietrasanta with 
renewed enthusiasm about sculpting 
and the potential of Sylacauga’s pure 
white marble.  

This year, Alabama reciprocated 
the Italian hospitality in Birming-
ham, Montgomery and Sylacauga 
where the Magic of Marble Festival 
focused on rolling out the welcome 
mat for Italian sculptor in residence, 
Rino Giannini, as well as an array of 
American artists from as far away 
as California. Sylacauga’s effort was 
assisted by a grant from the Alabama 
State Council on the Arts, as well as 
help from the business and industrial 
community.

Sylacauga’s 
first Magic 
of Marble 
Festival 

deemed a 
success

By Dr. Shirley Spears 
and Nelda Vogel

During the two-week festival, the 
marble dust flew on Norton Avenue in 
Sylacauga as Giannini taught and the 
student sculptors chipped, carved and 
ground away at marble blocks pur-
chased by the Sylacauga Arts Council.  
Housing was provided for the sculp-
tors and the sculpting site was next 
door to Blue Bell Creameries, where 
their great ice cream helped overcome 
language barriers.

According to Sylacauga Arts 
Council President, Ted Spears, who 
also chaired the Marble Festival, 
Sylacauga was a big winner in the 
cultural exchange with Pietrasanta.

“The cultural exchange and the 
marble festival were the catalysts 
that drew attention to Sylacauga’s 
marble, which the world famous 
sculptor, Giuseppe Moretti, called ‘the 
finest white marble in the world’,” 
said Spears.

Nineteen Italian officials and 
artists visited Sylacauga for a day of 
celebration this year. Spears said that 
the delegation toured three of the ar-
ea’s marble quarries; viewed the prod-
uct displays at Comer Library where 
the versatility of the crushed product 
was demonstrated; ate an American-
style lunch at the Marble City Grill; 
and attended a city-wide reception at 
the J. Craig Smith Community Center, 
where Sylacauga’s Mayor Sam Wright 
and Pietrasanta’s Mayor Massimo Mal-
legni, signed a Pact of Friendship.

The efforts of the Alabama State 
Council on the Arts and the Sylacauga 

Pietrasanta’s Mayor Massimo Mallegni and Sylacauga’s Mayor Sam Wright signing The Pact of Friendship. 
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Places to Go and Things to Do

Continued on back cover

Alexander City
Sept. 6, Labor Day Weekend Concert. Sister Hazel will 

perform at Lake Martin Amphitheater.
Alex City horse riding Club. For more information, call 

(256) 329-5187, or visit www.achrc.com.
Alexander City Farmer’s Market. Saturdays June-

October. Local growers exhibit and sell their fruits, 
vegetables and plant. Located at the fountain on Broad 
Street. For more information, call MainStreet Alexan-
der City, (256) 329-9227.

Sept. 1-30, horizons Arts & humanities Lecture Series. 
Lecture and discussion series featuring various speak-
ers, authors and discussion groups. For more informa-
tion, call (256) 234-8675.

Sept. 14, ACPr. 4-man scramble golf tournament to 
benefit Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 
The cost is $300 per team and you may sign up at 
Lakewinds Golf Course Pro Shop. For more information 
or to sponsor a team, call Jennifer Baker, (256) 329-
6736 ext 27.

Sept. 24, ACPr 50. Monthly luncheon at the Activity 
Center at 11 a.m. Bring $2 donation and a side dish. 
For more information, (256) 329-2910.

Sept. 25, ACPr 50+. Fall Fishing Day at the Sportplex 
pond from dawn to dusk. For more information, call 
(256) 329-2910. 
ACPr 50+. Fridays in October. Self Defense class 
on Fridays, 2-4p.m. Cost per person is $10. Call (256) 
329-6736 to sign up. This course will be tailored for 
seniors. 

Oct. 3, Alex City horse riding Club. Allen Ingle Memo-
rial Walking Horse Show at ACHRC Arena. For more 
information, visit www.achrc.com, or contact Jimmy 
Avery, (256) 234-2925, or achrcmail@yahoo.com.

Oct. 3-7, Sarah Carlisle towery Art Colony. Harry Ally 
and Dot Turnipseed Svendson will headline the week-
long workshop for adults.  For more information, visit 
www.alartcolony.org.

Oct. 10, 8 a.m., ACPr 29th Annual Oktoberfest. A day 
long celebration features local arts and crafts, great 
food, entertainment, Kid-Fest children’s activities, 
sport programs, huge antique car show by the Alex 
City Cruisers and more. Held at the Charles E Bailey Sr. 
Sportplex. Event is free to the public. For more infor-
mation, call (256) 329-6736.

Oct. 10, Lake Martin Collector’s Club. United Way Con-
ference Room, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Oct. 13, ACPr 50+. Fall session of the Easy 50+ Fit Class-
es that are held in the Sportplex Gymnastics Building 
at 10am. For more information call (256) 329-2910.

Arts Council did indeed lay the foundation for a 
bridge between the international sculpting commu-
nity in Pietrasanta, where the world famous Carrara 
marble industry is found and the marble quarries of 
Sylacauga. 

In addition to the showcasing of Sylacauga’s 
marble, the cultural exchange with Italy brought 
world class cultural and educational opportunities to 
the people of the Sylacauga area. 

Residents enjoyed a performance at Sylacauga 
High School by Adria Ferrali and the New Dance Dra-
ma Company, as well as a concert at the First United 
Methodist Church of Puccini’s Arias by Mimma Brig-
anti and the musicians of the Fondazione Festival 
Pucciniano.

The Nichols Lawson Middle School in Sylacauga 
enjoyed a Pen Pal project with students in Pietrasan-
ta, and the Comer Museum had exhibits and pro-
grams for the public.  

The B. B. Comer Memorial Library held a four-
program Brown Bag Lecture Series to acquaint par-
ticipants with Sylacauga marble and its history, and 
the library foundation sponsored a commemorative 
booklet, A Brief History of Sylacauga Marble, by Ruth 
Cook of Birmingham.

Visitors can now see the beauty of sculpted 
Sylacauga marble since the Sylacauga Arts Council 
purchased, The Falling Star, to grace the grounds of 
the municipal building. The sculpture commemo-
rates the Hodges Meteorite. And Rino Giannini, the 
Italian artist, left his sculpture, We Are All On The 
Same Boat, in the Lane History Center at the Comer 
Library.

Mayor Wright and leaders from the civic and 
cultural arts organizations in Sylacauga are already 
planning for next year’s Magic of Marble Festival, 
which will be held April 2010.  Sculptors from all 
over the country and abroad will be invited to 
try their hand at sculpting Sylacauga’s pure white 
marble and many family-friendly activities will make 
Alabama’s  Marble City the place to be. 

Phil Draper is a sculptor from Decatur, AL. 
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Places to Go and Things to Do, Continued from page 15

Oct. 17 and 24, Alex City horse riding Club. EAHA 
Youth Club 1st Annual Fall Circuit at ACHRC Arena. For 
more information, visit www.achrc.com, or contact 
Barbara Barrentine, (334) 541-2971, or achrcmail@
yahoo.com.

Oct. 22, ACPr 50+. Monthly luncheon at the Activity 
Center at 11a.m. For more information, call (256) 329-
2910.

Oct. 24, Fall Art Affair. Join us for the annual Alexan-
der City Art Affair, held on the sidewalks of historic 
downtown Alexander City. Browse the selections by lo-
cal artists in every medium. For more information, call 
(256) 329-9227, or visit www.mainstreetac.org.

Oct. 30 and 31, Alabama Bass Federation nation State 
Championship. Wind Creek State Park. For more infor-
mation, call (256) 329-0845.

Oct. 30, ACPr 50+. Spooky Bingo at the Activity Center, 
5-7 p.m.  Bring a $2 wrapped prize to participate.

Dothan
Oct. 22, 2 p.m., Seventh Annual Diabetes Prevention 

and Wellness Workshop, Dothan Civic Center. Hosted 
by the City of Dothan Department of Leisure Ser-
vices  Events for the day will include speakers, vendor 
booths, cooking classes, exercise demonstrations, 
“Ask the Expert”, free health screenings, door prizes, 
and entertainment. Attendees will include consumers 
and health care professionals. Diabetes affects nearly 
24 million children and adults in the U.S. For more 
information contact, Dianne Oliver, (334) 615-3700 or 
doliver@dothan.org.

Foley
Sept. 26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., habitat for humanity of 

Baldwin County 10th Annual Chili Cookoff for Women 
Build, John B. Foley Park/Heritage Park, Foley. Fun 

for the entire family, entertainment, silent auction, 
handmade crafts, food, bake sale, antique tractors and 
cars, and kid’s arena. For more information, contact 
Rosemary Harris (251) 943-7268.

Opelika
Oct. 9, 6 p.m. – midnight, Opelika Main Street pres-

ents On the tracks Food and Wine, downtown Ope-
lika. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.onthetracks.org.

Oct. 10, Opelika Main Street presents the 5th Annual 
think Pink Breast Cancer Awareness Walk, down-
town Opelika. For more information or for a registra-
tion form, visit www.eamcfoundation or www.opelika-
mainstreet.org.

Oct. 26, 6 p.m – Opelika Main Street presents the 
4th Annual howl’OWeen Costume Contest and Dog 
Parade to benefit Rescue K911. For information visit 
www.opelikamainstreet.org or contact Canine Ameri-
can at 705-6455.

Sylacauga
B. B. Comer Museum will host a Photographic Competi-

tion and Exhibit during the month of September.  A 
reception will be held Sept. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.

B. B. Comer Museum will host Artist Selects Exhibit dur-
ing the month of October. Jimmy Reynolds, as selector, 
has chose Chris Hartsfield as the featured artist. A 
reception will be held Oct. 15, 6:30-8 p.m.

Oct. 22, Annual Sylacauga Chamber of Commerce  
Banquet. (Date is tentative).

Oct. 29, beginning at 6 p.m., Annual Community-
Wide trunk-or-treat. Sponsored by Blue Bell. Open 
to businesses, civic organizations, and church groups. 
Decorate your vehicle and help host the event for the 
area children. Contact mindy.grier@bluebell.com to 
participate or donate items. 


