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Celebrating 25 years of the public power hometown advantage
Low-cost, reliable, and community-owned.
These are all key components of the public power formula. 

The 11 Members of the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) are hometown “public power” electric utilities – not-
for-profit, community enterprises. From that morning cup of 
hot coffee to the late-night television news — and all the hours 
in-between — they keep the power flowing.  

Just a generation or two ago, people still marveled at electric-
ity’s uses and improvements to their lives. After all, it wasn’t until 
the 1940s that our country was fully electrified.  

Now we take for granted the contributions that electricity makes to America’s 
economy and infrastructure. But just think about what a day without electricity would 
be like for you — and think how long that day would be for your children or grand-
children. 

Public power is hometown power. Public power is an American tradition that 
works in more than 2,000 communities across the country. That’s why we take time 
each year to recognize and call attention to community ownership of electric utilities.

To celebrate and honor this American tradition, public power systems across 
the country that collectively provide electricity on a not-for-profit basis to 45 million 
Americans will recognize the 25th anniversary of Public Power Week, Oct. 2-8. 

Public Power Week is a national, annual event sponsored in conjunction with the 
American Public Power Association (APPA) in Washington, D.C.  APPA is the service 
organization for community- and state-owned electric utilities.

As a public power system, your city/town operates the utility as a community 
enterprise, which holds down costs and allows all citizens to take part in making 
decisions about utility services.  

Each public power system is different, reflecting its hometown characteristics 
and values, but all have a common purpose: providing reliable and safe, not-for-profit 
electricity at a reasonable price while protecting the environment.

While the vast majority of public power is owned by cities and towns, a number 
of counties, public utility districts, and even a handful of states have public power 
systems. Most — especially the smaller ones — are governed by a city council, while 
others are overseen by an independently elected or appointed board.

So what are some of the benefits of public power?
•	 High reliability 
•	 Immediate access to local rate-setting authorities 
•	 Local service and repair access 
•	 Long-term focus on community growth 
•	 Greater portion of revenues stay in the community 
•	 Local employment 
•	 Attractive nature of community-delivered electricity to new and relocating 

businesses 
•	 Greater awareness of local energy needs 
Your public power system is also committed to the community by its involvement 

and investment in numerous community and civic activities throughout the year.
You can take for granted that AMEA and its 11 Members will continue to provide 

low-cost, reliable electricity — and deliver it to you instantaneously, day or night.  
We hope you’ll join us in recognizing the men and women who serve you at your 

public power system as they continue to shine a light in your hometown. Thank you 
for allowing us to be a part of your community, home, and family.

 Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

From the editor AMEA and its Members 
kick off 2012 
Scholarship 
Program

Will you be  
graduating  
from high school in the 

spring of 2012? Do you receive your 
electricity from a municipal electric 
system in Alabama? Then if your an-
swer to these questions is “yes,” you 
could be eligible to receive a scholar-
ship from the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority (AMEA) and your 
public power system.

For the past 19 years, AMEA 
and its 11 Member cities (Alexan-
der City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, 
LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, 
Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuske-
gee) have provided scholarships to 
area high school seniors through 
the AMEA Scholarship Program. 
Scholarships, totaling approximately 
$82,500, were awarded in the 2011 
program. 

Each year, AMEA and its 
Members make available 33, $2,500 
scholarships, which include regular 
and technical school scholarships. 
To be eligible for either of AMEA’s 
scholarships, a student’s family must 
receive electric service from a Mem-
ber’s electric utility and the student 
must attend an Alabama college or 
university.

Applications are currently avail-
able from school counselors in these 
Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.
com, Scholarship Program. 

Applications are reviewed and 
winners are selected by an indepen-
dent panel of Montgomery area col-
lege guidance personnel. Application 
deadline is Monday, Feb. 6, 2012.

For more information on the 
program, contact your school 
counselor or Pamela Poole, AMEA’s 
Scholarship Program Coordinator, 
(800) 239-2632, Ext. 110, (334) 387-
3504, or pam@amea.com. 
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reli-
able and economical source of 
electric power, enabling them to 
preserve and enhance the bene-
fits of municipal utility ownership 
for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive 
to offer services that our Mem-
bers need and can adapt to pro-
vide the best value for their com-
munities and customers.
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MainStreet Alexander City is a MainStreet Program, part of a nationwide net-
work begun by the National Trust for Historic Preservation to support and enhance 
America’s small towns. The organization works to improve the local economy, to 
provide and support promotional events, to improve the appearance and function 
of downtown, and to encourage the restoration and preservation of the city’s circa 
1900 commercial architecture.

MainStreet Alexander City works with the city and others to improve 
downtown Alexander City. MainStreet has helped with the roundabout project, 
streetscape and other landscaping. They are working to make improvements to 
Strand Park, and they have helped by providing plants, flowers and seating along 
the downtown sidewalks. 

MainStreet also sponsors events like the Downtown Farmer’s Market. The 
Farmer’s Market is currently in its fifth successful year. The market opens the 
second Saturday in June and runs through October from 7 until 11:30 a.m. The 
market is located in downtown Alexander City near the fountain on Broad Street. 
Locally-grown, fresh vegatables, fruits, honey, herbs and other specialty products 
are available each Saturday.

For more information about MainStreet Alexander City, visit www.main-
streetac.org, or call (256) 329-9227.
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Over the past several years, I 
have written about my concerns 
regarding the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s (EPA) aggressive 
regulatory efforts to shut down coal-fired 
electric generation. My primary concern 
is the electric utility cost escalation as a 
result of these new far-reaching regula-
tions. The result of this action will be 
electric rate increases. The only question is how much of an 
increase and when the increase will occur.

During the past few weeks, electric utilities with coal re-
sources have been pondering the impacts of the 1,323 pages 
of regulation issued recently by EPA and trying to determine 
how a new rule, known as the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, 
will influence their decisions on how to manage these costly 
requirements to existing coal plants. 

They will have to make these decisions perhaps a little 
faster than they thought: the rule takes affect Jan. 1, 2012, 
for capping annual emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO2) and 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and on May 1, 2012, for the ozone-
season the NOx. Phase 2 of the rule with further pollution 
reductions of SO2 and NOx begins in 2014.

in my opinion

Twenty-seven states, including Alabama, will be subject 
to the new rule which will restrict air pollution from power 
plants east of the Rocky Mountains that affects air quality 
in downwind states. The rule replaces the agency’s Clean 
Air Interstate Rule (CAIR), which was issued in 2005 but 
was struck down by a federal court in 2008. The CAIR rule 
remained in place temporarily while EPA crafted a new rule 
to curb SO2 and NOx that cross state boundaries.

Some analyses show that the new rule, combined with 
other EPA rules (including coal ash, water, hazardous air 
pollutants, mercury and carbon dioxide), would be among 
the most expensive ever imposed by the agency on coal-
fueled power plants, dramatically increase electricity rates 
for American families and businesses, and cause substantial 
job losses. 

But when all of these significant rules converge on the 
industry at roughly the same time over the next few years, 
the industry will be facing unprecedented costs and manage-
ment challenges, especially for those electric utilities operat-
ing older coal-fired electric generating units.

These regulations could also impact the reliability of 
the electric grid. The timing of the new rule is unreason-
able because it does not allow enough time to implement 
operational responses to ensure reliability. We are concerned 
that the electric industry could face a shortage of generation 
necessary to keep the lights on within a few years if the EPA’s 
Cross-State Rule is implemented as written.

I’m equally concerned about the ability of our industries 
to meet, in a timely manner, the EPA regulations which have 
escalated to a point that will not only question reliability but 
our country’s economic ability to pay for the increased costs.

America’s coal-fueled electric industry has been doing its 
part for the environment and the economy for many years. 
However, our industry needs a realistic timeframe to make 
environmental enhancements to coal-fired plants in order to 
comply with new regulations. 

I certainly value the importance of the role of EPA in 
ensuring clean air and ultimately the health of the American 
public. But it is also important that we aim for a balanced ap-
proach between protecting the environment and the impact 
of potential costs to you, the customer.

We are hopeful that the U.S. Congress and EPA will take 
a realistic look at the enormous impact of all the regula-
tions they are considering and how those regulations affect 
families and businesses. In a time of high unemployment, 
we should be pursuing sensible policies that create jobs, not 
eliminate jobs.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
AMEA President & CEO

New rule could impact  
electric rates and reliability
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As the old saying goes, I have 
been to three dog shows and 
four county fairs and I have 

never seen a summer as hot as this one. 
I have answered calls every day for the 
last three months from folks with a 
house that is hot, uncomfortable, and 
has high utility bills. I am not com-
plaining because that is part of what I 
choose to do. Many of those calls came 
from this column and I consider it an 
honor to help you. 

If I had a dollar for every call that 
I have had about the upstairs being 
hotter than the downstairs, I could 
buy my wife a new deer rifle for our 
anniversary. About half of the calls 
that I received came from people who 
are living in fairly new houses. They 
are not very happy and I don’t blame 
them. One of them told me that he had 
talked to the builder about the problem 
and was told that that is just the way it 
is with a two-story house in the sum-
mer. Well, that may be the way it is, 
but it does not have to be that way. 

In my seminars, I often ask these 
two questions: “How many of you live 

in a two-story house?” and “Why is it 
always hot upstairs in the summer?” 
One fellow answered, “Because you 
are closer to the sun.” Well that was a 
cute answer and he was partly cor-
rect. It is usually related to the sun. 
Most folks think that the upstairs is 
hotter because heat rises. That is part 
of the problem, but rarely is it the real 
problem. The real problem has to do 
with the ways that the attic tempera-
ture affects the conditioned rooms in 
the house. If it is hot upstairs, you have 
two possible solutions. You can make 
the upstairs more energy efficient or 
you can increase the amount of cool-
ing.

First, let’s look at a true two-story 
house where both floors have the 
same square footage and dimensional 
footprint. If each level has a properly-
sized AC system with its own thermo-
stat, it is usually not difficult to keep 
both levels near the same temperature. 
However, the upstairs unit might run 
more hours than the downstairs unit 
if both thermostats are set at the same 
setting.

If there is a problem, it is usually 
related to the ductwork located in the 
attic, which is the hottest possible en-
vironment. I often ask folks how they 
would like to sit in their attic and try 
to make homemade ice cream on a hot 
summer day. I have yet to have a single 
volunteer, even if I agree to give them 
plenty of ice. As one lady said, “Well 
you would be dead in 30 minutes.” You 
get the point. 

In this particular example, it is 
critical that the ductwork be designed 
and installed properly. Now if you then 
have sufficient ceiling insulation, your 
upper lever should be comfortable. 

Now let’s look at a house where 
the upstairs has less square footage 
than the lower level. The upstairs may 
contain a bedroom[s], a bath room, a 
bonus room, or whatever. This is often 
a more serious problem. In this case, 
the ductwork is in the attic and there 
are usually a number of walls where 
the back of the walls are actually in 

Thank goodness  
it’s September

the attic. These walls that back up to 
the attic are the most serious walls in 
the house as relating to comfort and 
utility bills. Why? Because the differ-
ence between a 100-degree exterior 
temperature and a 75-degree interior 
temperature is 25 degrees. But the 
difference between a 135-degree attic 
temperature and a 75-degree interior 
temperature is 60 degrees. These walls 
must have special attention if you want 
comfort. 

Most of these walls are constructed 
using 2x4 studs with R=11 batt insula-
tion and drywall on the interior which 
simply is not sufficient. In most cases, 
you can see the wall batts when stand-
ing in the attic. Many times it is like 
having little or no insulation at all. I 
have tested walls built in this way and 
found the interior drywall temperature 
to be only a few degrees cooler than 
the attic. A solution is to be sure that 
the wall is full of insulation and install 
R-foam board that has aluminum foil 
laminated to one side. Install the R 
board so that the foil faces the attic. 
This will lower the wall temperature 
significantly. Now add cellulose insula-
tion in the ceiling as needed. Keep all 
room AC registers and room doors 
open and you may have solved your 
problem. If not, you can of course call 
me at the office just like the others 
have done. Do it now and you will be 
ready for next summer. 

See you when it is cooler and my 
wife has her new rifle.       

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is 
known as the ‘King of Caulk and Talk’ 
and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’ Doug has 
helped thousands of homeowners save 
money on their power bills. He hosts the 
popular “Home Remedies” radio talk 
program, which has been on the air for 15 
years in 14 states. Doug speaks annu-
ally at American Institute of Architects 
meetings to hundreds of other architects 
on energy efficiency. He conducts over 
150 energy-saving seminars per year all 
across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931, or www.
dougrye.com.
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afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE

Each year, thousands of people in the United States 
are critically injured and electrocuted as a result of elec-
trical fires and accidents in their homes.

The current economic downturn has inspired more 
homeowners to tackle do-it-yourself projects than ever 
before. Faced with declining home values and aging 
properties, homeowners may choose not to pay for the 
services of a licensed electrician.

However, most do not have the training or experi-
ence needed to safely perform home electrical work, 
increasing the risk of immediate injuries and electro-
cutions and potentially introducing new dangers into 
the home. Working with electricity requires thorough 
planning and extreme care, and cutting corners can be a 
costly mistake.

Facts and Statistics
•	 The most recent data from the U.S. Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission shows that there are nearly 
400 electrocutions in the United States each year.

•	 Approximately 15 percent of electrocutions are relat-
ed to consumer products. Wiring hazards, including 
damaged or exposed wiring and household wiring, 
accounted for nearly 14 percent of these deaths.

•	 Electrical outlets cause nearly 4,000 injuries every 
year.

•	 Each year, more than 19,700 people are injured by 
ceiling fans that are improperly mounted or incor-
rectly sized.

Safety Tips
The Electrical Safety Foundation International 

(ESFI) strongly recommends hiring a qualified, licensed 
electrician to perform any electrical work in your home. 
However, if you do decide to do-it-yourself, consider the 
following important safety tips before undertaking any 
home electrical project:
•	 Make an effort to learn about your home electrical 

system so that you can safely navigate and maintain it.
•	 Never attempt a project that is beyond your skill level. 

Knowing when to call a professional may help pre-
vent electrical fires, injuries, and fatalities.

•	 Always turn off the power to the circuit that you plan 
to work on by switching off the circuit breaker in the 
main service panel.

•	 Be sure to unplug any lamp or appliance before work-
ing on it.

•	 Test the wires before you touch them to make sure 
that the power has been turned off.

•	 Never touch plumbing or gas pipes when performing 
a do-it-yourself electrical project.

For more electrical safety tips, visit the ESFI’s web 
site, www.esfi.org

Refrigerators, washers and televisions are staples of the American 
home. While we rely on these modern conveniences every day, appli-
ances and electronics comprise more than 20 percent of the energy 
you use. You can reduce this expense by starving yourself, washing 
clothes by hand, or reading a book by candlelight. Or, consider an 
easier alternative – just use these devices as wisely and efficiently as 
possible.

Appliances
•	 Wash and dry only full loads of clothes (to use less energy per 

pound of laundry). 
•	 Use cold water instead hot water, if possible, when washing 

clothes. 
•	 Clean the lint filter in your dryer after every load to improve the 

unit’s efficiency. 
•	 Dry loads of clothes back-to-back to take advantage of the heat 

build-up in the dryer. 
•	 Use dryer balls to lift and separate laundry items, allowing hot air 

to circulate more effectively and reducing drying time. 
•	 Save the cleaning chores until after dark. Dishwashers, washers 

and dryers emit heat, raising the temperature in your home and 
increasing the operation of our air conditioner. 

•	 Don’t open the refrigerator door repeatedly and don’t leave the 
refrigerator door open for an extended period of time. Every time 
your refrigerator opens, cool air escapes and must be replaced. If 
you’ve got an old fridge, replace it with an energy-efficient model.

•	 Use a cooking pan that best fits the burner. Copper-bottomed pots 
and pans heat up faster. Use lids to reduce cooking times. 

•	 Use a microwave oven or toaster as an energy-efficient alternative 
to a conventional oven. 

•	 Look for the ENERGY STAR® label when purchasing any new ap-
pliance. High-efficiency models will result in savings throughout 
the life of that appliance. 

•	 Check the EnergyGuide label when making a purchase. This label 
provides information on how much energy the appliance uses, 
compares energy use of similar products, and estimates annual 
operating costs.

Electronics
•	 Turn off the television whenever you leave the room. 
•	 Unplug battery chargers for cell phones, digital cameras, MP3s, 

power tools or other gadgets when they are not being used. These 
energy vampires can quietly account for up to 10 percent of your 
monthly energy bill.  

•	 Consider an ENERGY STAR® model when purchasing your next 
TV, DVD or home theater system. Qualified products use less 
energy without sacrificing quality or performance. 

•	 Shut down your computer and monitor when you’re not using 
them. Use a power strip/surge protector for these devices. Plug 
bundled devices into the same power strip such as a TV and DVD 
player or a computer, monitor and printer. Then turn off the power 
strip when you’re not using the devices. 

Use appliances and  
electronics efficiently to 
save on your energy bill

Do-it-yourself  
electrical projects 

can create  
potential dangers
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Progress in Talladega County
By Calvin Miller 

Talladega County Economic Development Authority

The overall economy of the United States has not been 
moving out of the recession as well as expected. 
The overall growth and Gross Domestic Product is 

expected to be 1.5 percent for the next year. 
In Talladega County, things may look a little brighter 

because of announcements of new companies and expan-
sions by existing companies.

IKO Shingles, a Canadian roofing manufacturer, has be-
gun construction on a $63 million facility on the Fayetteville 
Road in Sylacauga. The company will use calcium carbon-
ate quarried at Sylacauga, which was one of the reasons 
for choosing that location. Construction is expected to be 
completed in the first quarter of 2012 and the company will 
employ 50-75 people at full capacity.

Heritage Plastics has just completed a $10 million 
expansion on its facility located on the Fayetteville Road in 
Sylacauga. The company produces plastic pellets for use in 
the manufacture of other products. Heritage will add eight 
new employees with this expansion.

Nemak USA, a manufacturer of aluminum engine 
blocks, is completing a $17.5 million expansion that will 
employ an additional 70 people over the next three years.  
Nemak currently produces engine blocks for Ford, Nissan 
and Hyundai, and will produce blocks for Chrysler with this 
new expansion.

JX Nippon Oil & Energy Lubricants America, LLC, in 
Childersburg has announced that it will expend $4.82 mil-
lion on two warehouses and a packaging line. The company 
currently employs 26 people and will add an additional five 
with this expansion. Work is expected to be completed by 
the end of December 2012.

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama resumed full produc-
tion of the Odyssey, Pilot and Ridgeline beginning in Au-
gust. The company had to reduce production due to lack of 
parts after the earthquake and tsunami in Japan in March. 

Earlier this year, Honda announced two expansions 
exceeding $190 million that will make their operations more 
flexible and more productive. Honda’s new expansions will 
employ 40-100 new people over the next three years. They 
also announced that in 2013, production of the Acura MDX 
will be moved to the Lincoln facility.  

These local projects should help the economy of Talla-
dega County and surrounding areas as the year progresses.
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Dothan Utilities participates in 
National Night Out event

By Joette Booker

As part of a national effort of uniting communities 
across the country with area police departments, the 
City of Dothan Police Department recently hosted its 

summer National Night Out at the Dothan Civic Center.  
The Dothan Police Department, along with other local 

law enforcement agencies, joined together in an anti-crime 
effort with a variety of law enforcement and informational 
booths, including gun safety, bike safety, electrical safety and 
internet safety.  Also present were the City of Dothan’s ani-
mal shelter, bomb squad, SWAT team, dive team, and several 

members from the city’s 
K-9 unit.  

Dothan Utilities’ 
personnel were on hand 
to provide demonstra-
tions using the electri-
cal safety model. This 
model was specifically 
designed for the purpose 
of educating children 
throughout the commu-
nity on the importance 
of practicing safety 
around electric power 
lines.  

It is estimated that ap-
proximately 2,500 people 
attended this year’s event.
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Tyrone Spencer, Lineman1st Class, Dothan Utilities, shows a young spectator one 
of the many pieces of safety equipment worn by electric linemen. 

Scott Brazell, Lineman 1st Class, Dothan 
Utilities, presents a demonstration of the 
electrical safety model. 
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Welcome Home 214th
By Tracy Kendrick

In June 2010, the Alabama National Guard 
214th Military Police unit was activated for a year-
long deployment in Iraq.  Alexander City came 
together to send hometown troops off with their 
hearts filled with love and support. A police escort 
led the troops through Alexander City to Strand 
Park.  Prior to the annual Jazz Fest, a ceremony was 
held in their honor.  

After their year-long tour, the MPs made their 
way back home in June 2011. The citizens of Alex-
ander City and surrounding communities came out, 
not once but twice, to welcome our local heroes. 
The 214th was welcomed home by police escort 
and the local radio station. Crowds lined Highway 
280 and route streets to show their support. Their 
family and friends awaited their return at the local 
Alabama National Guard Armory.  

Our local troops were truly welcomed home 
Alexander City style. Yellow ribbons, welcome 
home banners and signs filled the city. 

There are never enough thanks given to our 
men and women who serve our country.  We 
should also remember the families behind these 
men and women. We are free today because of the 
sacrifices that these men and women and their 
families make everyday.  Remember to take time to 
thank a soldier and their families.
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TO REPORT AN OUTAGE IN ALEXANDER CITY:  
Day Time (256) 409-2080, After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 DO NOT CALL 911

Members of the Alabama National Guard 214th Military Police of Alexander City make their 
way home.
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Riviera Utilities’ outage report-
ing system makes responding 
to your phone calls during all 

types of power outages more efficient 
than ever before. 

If you experience a power outage 
and call our outage reporting system, 
it attempts to recognize your telephone 
number that you have given to us, or 
it will give you the option to enter or 
speak your home phone number. If the 
system does not recognize your number 
or if we don’t have your phone number 
in our system, you will be given an 
option to record a message such as, “My 
power is out.” When recording a mes-
sage, please provide as much informa-
tion as possible, including the name 
of the customer receiving the monthly 
electric bill and the service address of 
the property experiencing the outage.

This system allows large volumes 
of calls to be processed quickly and 
it immediately notifies our dispatch-
ers of your location. By customers 
reporting directly into the automated 
system, it gives the on-duty personnel 
the ability to concentrate on dispatch-
ing line crews and restoring service 
more quickly. This automated system 
allows many more calls to be received 
simultaneously. When you call in to the 
new system, you can be assured that 
Riviera Utilities is aware of the loca-
tion of your outage and that crews will 
be dispatched to the outage as soon as 
possible.

The system also has the capability 
of calling customers back when outages 
have been restored. Any information 
regarding reported outages will be re-
corded in the system so that when you 
call, you can get updated information 
on the outage. We believe that this sys-
tem is a significant improvement in the 
way outages are reported and restored. 

Remember, your phone number is 
our connection to you, so make sure 
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Riviera Utilities’ outage reporting system  
makes responding to calls more efficient

By David Horton

your number is correct with us. Check 
your bill to see if the number is correct. 
If it’s not, call us and give us the num-
ber or simply put it on your bill when 
you send it in for payment. You can 
store up to three phone numbers with 
us, even your cell phone number. Call 
us and we can make sure your numbers 
are stored. Remember, your informa-
tion is safe with us. We do not sell or 
provide your information to vendors.

To make sure that we have an up-
to-date phone number or numbers for 
your account, please call our regular 
office numbers at (251) 626-5000 in 
Daphne or (251) 943-5001 in Foley. 
Be sure to have your Riviera Utilities’ 
account number for the Customer Rela-
tions person at your branch.

OUTAGE NUMBERS TO CALL- 
Daphne, (251) 625-4999 
Foley, (251) 943-4999

Riviera Utilities’ William Burgett and Mikaela Gaubatz discuss the outage reporting system and how it can easily 
display problem areas during an outage.

Downed power lines in the Lillian area during Hurricane Ivan in September 2004.
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October comes in with a bang this year in Fairhope. 
Two favorite festivals, the Grand Festival of Art and 
the Bird & Conservation Expo, are joined by the 

new Grand Festival of Books — plus the annual Fairhope 
Mullet Run race on Saturday. And it all takes place the first 
full weekend of October. 

Grand Festival of Art
Now in its 29th year, the Grand Festival of Arts, Sat-

urday and Sunday, Oct. 8 and 9, welcomes more than 100 
juried exhibitors from around the country working in a wide 
variety of medium including ceramics, wood, oil, watercolor, 
metal, glass, jewelry, and more. The show takes place on Sec-
tion and Fairhope streets in downtown.

“The Grand Festival of Art, sponsored by the Eastern 
Shore Art Center, has become one of the area’s premiere 
fine-arts festivals,” said Evelyn Young, co-chair for this year’s 
event. “Thousands of art patrons visit to enjoy the beauty 
of Fairhope’s fall weather, the charm and uniqueness of our 
downtown, and the quality of art presented by our exhibi-
tors. We love that this weekend event has expanded to 
include so much for everyone to enjoy. Visitors and locals 
have the opportunity to meet and talk with our talented 
exhibiting artists as well as exceptional writers, poets, and 

storytellers, enjoy live entertainment, and learn more about 
nature and birding in our area.”

Eastern Shore Art Center Director, Kate Fisher, notes 
that artists always set up on Friday, which happens to coin-
cide with another event this year. 

“Those downtown for the monthly First Friday Art Walk 
will have an opportunity to watch the set-up, preview the 
exceptional talent, and meet the artists in this year’s show.”

Grand Festival of Books
The first annual Grand Festival of Books is Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday, Oct. 7-9, on De La Mare in downtown 
Fairhope.  This inaugural event will have some fundrais-
ing aspects, but the basic festival is free, said Karin Wilson, 
owner of Page and Palette, sponsor. 

“This is all about supporting literacy in our community, 
and we will have authors, speakers, and programs that ap-
peal to all ages, from local, regional, and nationally known 
authors. We’re still confirming details, but Saturday morning 
will be devoted to children’s and young adult authors, Satur-
day afternoon will be Alabama and New York Times best-
selling authors, and Sunday will feature cookbook authors 
and food samplings.” 

Another highlight is Saturday night, with a stage read-
ing of a new play based on Fairhope author Sonny Brewer’s 
book, The Poet of Tolstoy Park.

Other featured authors confirmed as of press time 
include James Dean (Pete the Cat series), Libbie Summers 
(Senior Food Editor at PaulaDeen.com and author of The 
Whole Hog Cookbook), and Nathalie Dupree, author of 11 
cookbooks, selling more than half a million copies, and host 
of food shows on The Food Network, The Learning Channel 
and PBS. 

“We invite everyone downtown to meet some of your 
favorite authors, discover new ones, learn about their books, 
and enjoy a wonderful weekend of books, arts, and more in 
downtown Fairhope,” Wilson said.

BirdFest
The 8th Annual John L. Borom Alabama Coastal Bird-

Fest is Oct. 6-8, with guided birding trips to popular spots 
all along the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail and the free Bird 
& Conservation Expo, said Fran Morley, event coordinator.

“The Bird & Conservation Expo, Saturday, Oct. 8, is a 
fun, family day with live raptor and snake demonstrations, 
touch tanks, hands-on fun for kids of all ages, birdhouse 
building fun, and exhibits from conservation organizations 
and divisions of the Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, plus vendors and artists. It takes 
place from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on the grounds of Faulkner 
College campus, adjacent to the Grand Festival of Art.”

All of the Expo is free, but BirdFest has added a new $15 
registration fee for all trip and dinner registrants, noted John 
Borom, chairman. “With that fee, registered guests will get 
to attend our new pre-BirdFest Orientation and Presentation, 
held on Wednesday night, Oct. 5, at 5 Rivers Delta Center, 
and they will receive a copy of this year’s poster, featuring 
photography by Sherry Stimpson Frost. In addition, we have 

Fall into Fairhope…
with a weekend of art, 
books, birds and more
By D. Fran Morley
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a series of workshops at 5 Rivers during BirdFest week 
that are free and open to all.”

Also new this year are several “meet the bus trips” 
that are less expensive and allow participants to drive 
or carpool to group tour locations, Borom said.

For more information about this year’s schedule or 
to register, visit www.AlabamaCoastalBirdFest.com.

Mullet Run
Also on Saturday morning, runners hit the streets 

for the annual Fairhope Mullet Run. The certified 5K 
race starts at 8:30 a.m. on Bancroft Street at the Mullet 
Run fountain behind the Fairhope Museum of History 
and ends on Magnolia at Knoll Park on the bluff. A 
one-mile fun run/walk starts and ends at Knoll Park, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

Both runs benefit the BayART Project, said or-
ganizer Ameri’ca Jones. “Our purpose is to teach Bay 
area youth life skills through public art projects. All 
participants receive a Mullet Run T-shirt (if registered 
by Sept. 30) and goodie bag, and winners in all catego-
ries receive original art awards. In addition, we have a 
fabulous post-race party. It’s a fun morning!”

Runners and walkers may register online at www.
Active.com and in person at Running Wild or the 
Fairhope Museum of History in Fairhope or at McCoy 
Outdoors in Mobile. Race day registration is from 7:15 
to 8:15 a.m. at the Fairhope Museum of History.  

For more information, visit www.FairhopeMul-
letRun.com.

City of LaFayette recognizes 
Public Power Week in October

The City of LaFayette is celebrating the 25th anniver-
sary of Public Power Week, Oct. 2-8, along with more 
than 2,000 other community-owned electric utilities 

that collectively provide electricity on a not-for-profit basis 
to 46 million Americans. As part of Public Power Week, the 
City is reminding its customers of low- and no-cost ways to 
protect the environment and save on utility expenses by be-
ing energy efficient:

During hot months, keep window coverings closed on 
the south, east, and west windows. In winter, let the sun in.

Activate “sleep” features on computers and office equip-
ment that power down when not in use for a while. Turn off 
equipment during longer periods of non-use to cut energy 
costs and improve longevity. 

Switch to cold water washing of laundry in top-loading, 
energy-inefficient washing machines to save energy and 
up to $63 a year—detergents formulated for cold water get 
clothes just as clean.

Seal and weatherstrip your windows and doors to ensure 
that you’re not wasting energy on heat or air conditioning 
that escapes through leaks to the outdoors. 

When buying new products, look for the ENERGY 
STAR® label, found on more than 40 different products such 
as TVs, furnaces, cell phones, refrigerators, air conditioners 
and more.

More tips are available at the Alliance to Save Energy’s 
web site, www.ASE.org. And, be sure to check out the web 
site of the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority, the City of 
LaFayette’s wholesale power provider, for additional energy 
efficiency tips, at www.amea.com, Energy Efficiency. 

“Whether you are trying to lower your monthly electric 
bill or doing your part to protect the environment, there are 
many good reasons to be energy efficient,” said LaFayette 
Mayor Matthew Hurst.

Public Power Week is being held in conjunction with 
the American Public Power Association (APPA) in Washing-
ton, D.C., the national service organization for not-for-profit, 
community- and state-owned electric utilities, like the City 
of LaFayette.
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The City of Lanett Finance 
Department consists of seven 
full-time employees and four 

part-time employees. The Finance 
Department includes the City Manager, 
City Clerk, City Treasurer, Accounts 
Payable Clerk, Revenue Clerk, Billing 
Clerk, cashiers, receptionist/secretary, 
and a part-time custodian.

The current City Clerk/Acting City 
Manager is Deborah Daniel. She has 
been employed with the City of Lanett 
for the past 26 years. She has served as 
the City Clerk since June 27, 2005 and 
as Acting City Manager since 2009.

The City Clerk’s office is respon-
sible for the following:
•	 City Council Meetings and prepar-

ing agendas for the meetings, as well 
as recording and transcribing the 
minutes of these meetings.

•	 Business Licenses - Purchase of 
license, including classification and 
restrictions:  license must be pur-
chased prior to engaging in business 
and is renewable each January

•	 Cemetery Records - Sales of lots; 
upkeep and perpetual care programs; 
old cemetery records and historical 
data.

•	 Records - Including resolutions and 
ordinances.

•	 Elections - The City Clerk is the 
city’s Chief Election Official and is 
responsible for the administration of 
municipal elections.

•	 Utilities - If you have a question 
regarding your utility bills or need 
other general information concern-
ing utilities, please contact the City 
Clerk.

A few of the responsibilities of the 
City Manager’s office include: the day-
to-day operations of the city; attending 
all meetings of the governing body with 
a right to take part in the discussions 
(shall be entitled to notice of all special 
meetings).

The City Manager keeps the Mayor 
and City Council fully advised as to the 

The Finance Department is shown in 
front of Lanett City Hall. They are (L 
to R): Sharon Brooks, Sheila Taylor, Pa-
tricia Majors, Deborah Daniel, Barbara 
Blackburn, Allison Jones, Jackson Mason 
and April Parrish.

Lanett Finance Department working hard for citizens
By Jennie Gunnells

financial condition and needs of the 
municipality. 

The City Manager acts as the 
purchasing agent for the municipal-
ity with all purchases of supplies for 
departments under her control.  The 
City Manager performs such other du-
ties as may be prescribed by law or by 
ordinance or resolution of the governing 
body.

Please contact the City Manager’s 
office for information regarding: city or-
dinances; requests to speak at a council 
work session or council meeting; utility 
issues and code issues.

The current City Treasurer is Jenell 
Lee, who has worked for the City of 
Lanett for the past 34 years.

The City Treasurer’s office is re-
sponsible for:
•	 Finance - Collection and disburse-

ment of all city funds along with 
maintenance of accurate records that 
detail all city transactions.  

•	 Payroll - Collection and calculation 
of employee hours and pay disburse-
ment.

•	 Plans, organizes and directs the op-
erations and activities of the Finance 
Department.

The City of Lanett has two full-time 
cashiers, Patricia Majors and Jackson 
Mason, and one part-time cashier, 
Barbara Blackburn. The cashiers’ duties 
are cash collection, handling receipts, 
balancing cash to receipts, and they 
perform various related financial duties, 

records and reports. They also handle 
customer complaints.

April Parrish is the Utility Billing 
Clerk and is responsible for sending 
out utility bills. She maintains various 
utility financial records and accounts, 
sets up new accounts, maintains various 
files on past and present utility custom-
ers, and assists with customer problems 
as required.

Sheila Taylor is the Revenue Clerk 
and she helps with business licenses, 
sets up new accounts, runs various re-
ports, and assists with cash collections 
and customer problems as required.

Allison Jones is the Accounts Pay-
able Clerk and she maintains and bal-
ances various journals and ledgers and 
prepares various financial reports. She 
also pays bills and sends out checks.

Sharon Brooks is our part-time 
secretary/receptionist and shares duties 
with a part-time Easter Seal worker, 
Elaine Golden. They split a shift and 
they answer phones, direct and assist 
visitors, give out and fill out purchase 
order numbers for department heads, 
and do whatever else is required to keep 
the city running smoothly.

Cordell Wright is our part-time 
custodian. He keeps City Hall looking 
clean and neat.  

The Finance Department is located 
at City Hall. The staff is here to help our 
customers in any way possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to call or visit City Hall.  
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Mother Nature has certainly done some major harm 
to the United States, and the state of Alabama, in 
recent months. And while the Opelika area has 

been fortunate so far this year in avoiding some of the high 
impact damage, we have experienced some weather-related 
problems caused by high winds, thunderstorms, and power 
outages in our area.  

As we move into the peak months of hurricane season, 
Opelika Light & Power (OLP) would like to offer its custom-
ers some pre-emptive plans to have in place for when bad 
weather strikes

The first thing OLP suggests its customers do to protect 
themselves is to make sure you have enough homeowners 
insurance – or renters insurance if you do not own your 
home – so that all of your belongings are covered should bad 
weather or some other act of nature damages your property. 
Your insurance carrier should be able to tell you how much 
insurance is enough to cover what you own. The reason we 
encourage folks to do this is simple: when power outages oc-

cur due to acts of nature or mechanical failure on the power 
system, damages may happen to appliances and other equip-
ment. OLP is not responsible for damages caused to your 
home, major appliances, TVs, computers, stereo equipment 
or other equipment, through any act of nature or mechanical 
failures of equipment in your home, when the power goes off 
and then comes back on again.  

Another suggestion is to make an assessment of the trees 
in your yard. Are any of those trees close enough to your 
home or the secondary power lines around your home that, 
should they be struck by lightning, or pushed over by high 
winds, they would cause damage to your home or secondary 
power lines?  If they are, you should consider hiring a tree 
service to have them removed, or at the very least, trimmed 
back to the point that they would not harm any of your other 
property should they fall. 

While OLP routinely trims tree limbs along the city’s 
right-of-way areas around primary power line areas. We do 
not remove trees around the service wires to your home (also 
known as the secondary power lines). You are responsible 
for those trees and limbs. We will remove any fallen limbs 
on secondary lines in the process of restoring power to your 
home or business after a storm, but only after we have re-
stored service to all primary power lines first in a given area. 

OLP suggests that if your home loses power for any 
extended periods of time, unplug all of your appliances and 
computers and leave them off until power has been complete-
ly restored to your area.  Leave one light switch “on” so that 
you will know when power has been restored to your home.  
By doing this, you will not have to worry about errant power 
surges destroying your major appliances and equipment.

At the very least you should make sure all of your major 
appliances have quality surge protectors attached to them. 
You might also want to look into purchasing a whole home 
surge protector and have it installed at your home. These 
special devices come in a variety of sizes and cost levels, 
depending on the size of your home. They are a good invest-
ment for anyone with lots of expensive electronic equipment. 
A qualified electrician will be able to determine the size your 
home needs and will be able to install it for you.  

Other safety tips for your family to consider:
 Go over electrical safety with your kids for “after storm” 

times, including: don’t go near any downed power lines; 
don’t try to remove limbs from power lines yourself; don’t 
touch a power line for any reason. Call for help.

Teach everyone in your family where the power boxes 
are in your home in case of power outages.  

Make sure everyone knows where the main switch is 
from the street power lines into the home in case it ever be-
comes necessary for you to cut power to your home.

For other information on storm readiness or tips on how 
to save on your energy costs, visit the City of Opelika web 
site, www.opelika.org. 

Planning can you help you  
face the wrath  

of Mother Nature
By Jan Gunter

http://www.opelika.org
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Chief Ladiga Trail 
designated as  
National  
Recreation Trail
By Ben Singleton

P iedmont officials were noti-
fied in June by the Depart-
ment of the Interior that the 

Chief Ladiga Trail was designated as a 
National Recreation Trail (NRT). Trail 
officials went through a lengthy appli-
cation process to apply for this recog-
nition.  Some of the requirements to 
become a NRT includes: the trail must 
be open to public use and be designed, 
constructed, and maintained accord-
ing to best management practices, 
in keeping with the use anticipated; 
trails that demonstrate state-of-the-art 
design and management; the trail be 
in compliance with applicable land 
use plans and environmental laws; the 
trail will be open for public use for at 
least 10 consecutive years after desig-
nation; and NRT designation must be 
supported by the landowner(s), public 

or private, whose property the trail 
crosses.  

Some of the benefits of being a 
National Recreation Trail include: 
increased visibility of being a part of 
the National Trail System; periodic 
electronic newsletters with program 
updates, technical information, and 
innovative solutions to trail issues from 
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The Chief Ladiga Trail is indicated in yellow.

around the country; assistance with 
recognition and special events high-
lighting the trail; support for fundrais-
ing and trail protection efforts; and 
many more.

The Chief Ladiga Trail is the first 
“Rails to Trails” in Alabama and the 
500th nationally converted into a 
recreational trail. The Chief Ladiga 
Trail is a family- oriented pathway that 
provides a safe, non-motorized way to 
travel, exercise and relax while enjoy-
ing the outdoors. Beautiful scenery 
such as wetlands, streams, forest, 
farmland, and a horizon filled with 
mountains can be enjoyed by all along 
the trail. The Chief Ladiga Trail goes 
through four cities and two counties. 
The Trail connects with Georgia’s 
Silver Comet Trail, which stretches 
nearly 100 miles from Anniston, AL 
to Atlanta, GA, marking it as being 
the longest paved trail in the United 
States. 

For more information on the Chief 
Ladiga Trail, call (256) 447-3363, or 
visit us at http://www.piedmontcity.
org/ladigatrail.htm. We look forward 
to you visiting the Chief Ladiga Trail. 
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Places to Go & Things to Do

Continued on page 15

Alexander City

MainStreet Alexander City Farmers Market. 7-11:30 a.m. The 
market is open the second Saturday each month through 
October.

Antique Car Cruise In. Car enthusiasts cruise into Arby’s parking 
lot the first Saturday of the month through October, beginning at 
6 p.m. Enjoy the era of classic cars and classic music. Call (256) 
234-7154 for more information.

Now through Sept. 23, MainStreet Alexander City is hosting the 
Smithsonian Institute Museum on Main Street, Journey Stories. 
Hours for the exhibit are 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in the United Way Conference Room located at 19 Main 
Street. Displays representing our local communities’ history will 
be on display in the lobby of Alexander City City Hall. For 
further information, contact MainStreet at (256) 329-9227. 

Sept. 12 and 19, Adelia M. Russell Library and MainStreet 
Alexander City are proud to host a lecture series in conjunction 
with the Smithsonian Institution traveling exhibit Journey 
Stories. The Alabama Humanities Foundation sponsors the series 
along with exhibits. The event is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at the 
Adelia M. Russell Library. For more information, please call Judy 
(Library) at (256) 329-6796 or Richard (MainStreet), (256) 329-
9227.

Sept. 19, 10-11:30 a.m., Dementia Support Group for Family and 
Caregivers. Russell Medical Center Community Room. Call 
(256) 329-7177 for more information.

The Senior Activity Center in Alexander City offers on-going 
programs including: Rook, Mexican Train Dominoes, Canasta 
Hand & Foot, Bridge, Quilting, Land Fitness, Art Class, 
Bowling, Square Dancing, and Cribbage. Call the Senior Activity 
Center at (256) 329-2910 to receive a copy of the monthly 
newsletter. The Activity Center is located at the Charles E. Bailey 
Sportplex.

Oct. 7 and 18, Renew Our Rivers. Volunteers will assist in a 
roadside and lake shoreline cleanup. Call John Thompson at 
(334) 323-7880, Lake Martin Resource Association, for more 
information.

Oct. 8, ACPR Oktoberfest. Gates open to the public at 8 a.m. 
Admission is free. Lots of fun, food, entertainment and a 
children’s area.

Oct. 8, WATT Weekend Anglers Fishing Tournament. Wind 
Creek State Park. Call (256) 329-0845 for more information.

Oct. 8, 8 a.m., 30th Annual Oktoberfest Festival. Charles E. 
Bailey Sportplex. Vendor set-up is on Friday, Oct. 8 after lunch. 
The festival opens to the public. There will be arts and crafts, 
children’s activities, lots of food vendors, and entertainment. 
Admission is free. Call (256) 329-6736 for more information.

Oct. 17, Dementia Support Group for Family and Caregivers. 10-
11:30 a.m. Russell Medical Center Community Room. Call (256) 
329-7177 for more information.

Alexander City Parks & Recreation 50+ Program is planning a 
Southern Caribbean Cruise, Nov. 4-11, 2012. Registration has 
begun and will continue until the end of September 2011. Call 
the Senior Activity Center at (256) 329-2910 for more details. 
Don’t miss the boat!

Daphne

Sept. 24 and 25, 23rd Annual Jubilee Festival. Sponsored by 
Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce. The juried art show takes 
place on Main Street (Scenic 98) in Olde Towne Daphne, in front 
of City Hall and in Centennial Park. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day. No 
admission. For more information, call the Chamber at (251) 621-
8222, or visit www.eschamber.com.

Dothan

Sept. 15, Low Country Boil. Landmark Park. 6 p.m. Annual 
fundraiser with food and music. Advance tickets required.

Oct. 1, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wiregrass Antique and Collector Car Show. 
Landmark Park. Largest car show in the area. Hosted by the 
Wiregrass Antique and Collector Car Club. Adults, $5; kids, $3; 
members free.

Oct. 1, 9:30 a.m., Wiregrass Woodturners Club Meeting. Alabama 
Agricultural Museum, Landmark Park. Open to the public. No 
experience necessary. Free with paid gate admission. Held first 
Saturday of each month. 

Oct. 1, 1 p.m., Landmark Dulcimer Club Jam Session. Must have a 
mountain dulcimer. No experi ence necessary. Free with paid gate 
admission. Held first Saturday of each month. 

Oct. 9, 4 p.m., Reptile Feeding. Interpretive Center Classroom, 
Landmark Park. Watch park staff feed the snakes and learn why 
these animals are important to the environment. Free with paid 
gate admission. Held second Sunday of each month. 

Oct. 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Harvest Heydays Season 
Session. Landmark Park. Kids attending Harvest Heydays will 
have a chance to experience a corn maze, shuck and shell corn, 
make scarecrows, and participate in other fall harvest activities. 
Each day, we already expect over 100 students. This session is only 
open to pre-registered school groups.

Oct. 21-23. Landmark Park Quilt Show. Stokes Activity Barn, 
Landmark Park. Juried show and exhibit with lectures, vendors 
and awards. Visit www.landmarkpark.com for registration info. 
Deadline to register Sept. 23. 

Oct. 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wiregrass Heritage Festival. Landmark 
Park. Celebrate the agricultural heritage of the Wiregrass with 
peanut harvesting, cane grinding, syrup making and more. 
Antique tractors and farm equipment will also be on display. 
Concessions will be available. The festival is open to the public. 
Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for senior citizens, $4 for children 
and free for members and children 3 and under.

Elberta

Oct. 29, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Original German Sausage Festival. 
Sponsored by Elberta Volunteer Fire Department. Held at the 
Elberta Town Park. German sausage and other food booths, 
music, dancing as well as arts and crafts booths, children’s rides 
and games. For more information, visit www.elbertafire.com. 

Fairhope

Sept. 17, 8 a.m.-12 p.m., Alabama Coastal Clean-Up & Fairhope 
Community Clean-up. For information, call (251) 929-1466, 

Sept. 29-Nov. 3, Fairhope’s Fall Farmers Market. Thursday 
afternoons. Open 3 p.m. until dark. Behind the Fairhope Public 
Library on Bancroft Street.

http://www.eschamber.com
http://www.elbertafire.com.


Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
804 South Perry Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL 
Permit No. 275

Places to Go & Things to Do, Continued from page 15

Oct. 6-8, 8th Annual John L. Borom Alabama Coastal BirdFest. 
www.alabamacoastalbirdfest.com.

Oct. 6-9, Fall In To Fairhope. www.fallintofairhope.com.

Oct. 7-9, 1st Annual Grand Festival of Books. Downtown 
Fairhope.

Oct. 8 and 9, 29th Annual Grand Festival of Arts. Downtown 
Fairhope.

Oct. 8, Mullet Run. Certified 5k race starts at 8:30 a.m. on Bancroft 
Street at the Mullet Run fountain.

Foley

Oct. 27, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Uptown Foley Halloween Party. Held in 
the streets of downtown Foley. Features free games and treats 
from local businesses, costume contests, cake walk, on site 
concessions and much more. Admission is free. Contact the 
Foley Convention and Visitors Bureau, (251) 943-1200 or www.
foleycvb.com.

Gulf Shores

Oct. 13-16, 40th Annual National Shrimp Festival. Held on 
Gulf Shores public beaches. Delicious food, fine arts, children’s 
art village, live entertainment (local and national acts), sand 
sculpture contest and more. Thurs.-Sat., 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, call (251) 968-6904, or visit 
.www.nationalshrimpfestival.com.

Luverne

Sept. 2 and 3, Second Annual Peanut Boil Festival. Sponsored 
by the Crenshaw County Chamber of Commerce. It will be a 
great day of music, arts and crafts, good food, and children’s 
activities. Held in conjunction with the Shriners’ World’s Largest 
Peanut Boil, participants in the festival will have a great chance to 
purchase some of the over 60,000 pounds of peanuts which are 
sold each Labor Day weekend as a part of the Shriner’s Annual 
Peanut Boil. The event has been recognized as the largest peanut 
boil in the world for over 30 years. The festival will be held 
adjacent to the peanut boil at the intersection of U.S. Highways 
10 and 331 in Luverne. For more information, visit www.
peanutboilfestival.com.

Opelika

Oct. 7, 6-11 p.m., 12th Biannual On the Tracks – A Food and 
Wine Event.  Historic Downtown Opelika. Wine, food, local 
restaurants, live music, late night shopping and more. For more 
information, visit www.onthetracks.org

Oct. 22, Run to Read – 5K, 10K, and 1.5 Mile Walk. Floral Park, 
Opelika.  Registration, 7 a.m. To help provide books to at-risk 
children in Alabama through Reading is Fundamental.  Register 
at http://runtoread.shorturl.com 

Oct. 25, 6-8 p.m. Fall Festival. Children’s Carnival. Opelika 
SportsPlex Soccer Complex. Safe alternative to trick or treating. 
Children wear costumes and bring a treat bag. Visit with local 
mascots and check out new features this year. Ages, children 
12 and under. Hay rides, prizes, games, rides, entertainment, 
inflatable slides, special booths and exciting events. Bring 
everyone out for a great night of food, fun and fellowship.

Oct. 31, 5 p.m., Howl’O’Ween. Historic Downtown Opelika. Dog 
costume contest, trick or treat for dogs and pet parade. For more 
information email:  infor@opelikamainstreet.org 

Sylacauga

The Isabel Anderson Comer Museum will hold the Annual 
Photography Competition and Exhibition in September. The two 
categories will be Color and Black & White. Entry fees are $25. 
In each category, there will be prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 
The reception will be held Sept. 15, 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 16, B. B. Comer Homecoming. The parade will begin at 3:30 
pm. Football that night will be B.B. Comer vs. Coosa Central.

Sept. 22, Comer Museum will hold the ARTPARTners Auction 
sponsored by VSA.  

Sept. 23, Sylacauga High School Homecoming.  Football that 
night will be SHS vs. Childersburg.

The Isabel Anderson Comer Museum will host the Artist Selects 
Reunion in October. They will invite past Artist Selects to show 
and sell their works. The reception will be held Oct. 13, 6:30 
pm.

Oct. 20, 6 p.m., Sylacauga Area Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Banquet. Member awards will be announced, and there will be 
special entertainment. Details are available at the Chamber of 
Commerce, (256) 249-0308.

Tuskegee

Sept. 6, 6 p.m., Booker T. Washington High School College/
Career Night and PTA. 

Sept. 16, 6 p.m., Job Preparedness Workshop. 101 Fonville 
Street. For more information, please call (334) 720-0514.
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