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From the Editor

As Veterans Day approaches, I 
am reminded of all of those 
brave men and women who 

have served and continue to serve 
this great nation. These are truly 
our unsung heroes as many of them 
continue to defend the very freedoms 
we enjoy. History has taught us that 
freedom is not free; it comes at a cost.

Like you, I have veterans in my family as well. From 
my grandfather and uncles to my brothers-in-law, they 
each have played a special role in shaping this great 
country.

I have a 23-year-old nephew who recently completed 
Navy basic training and is in San Diego awaiting his 
next journey. Where his training will take him, we don’t 
know. What we do know is that he will serve his family, 
his community, his state, and his country very well. My 
family and I honor him and so many more like him who 
choose a military journey. We commend their strong 
desire to serve this place we call home.

As I continue to keep him in my thoughts and 
prayers, I am reminded of the origin of Veterans Day.

In 1921, an unknown World War I American soldier 
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. This site, on 
a hillside overlooking the Potomac River and the city of 
Washington, D.C., became the focal point of reverence 
for America’s veterans.

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and 
France, where an unknown soldier was buried in each 
nation’s highest place of honor (in England, Westminster 
Abbey; in France, the Arc de Triomphe). These memorial 
gestures all took place on November 11, giving univer-
sal recognition to the celebrated ending of World War I 
fighting at 11 a.m., November 11, 1918 (the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month). The day became 
known as “Armistice Day.”

Armistice Day officially received its name in Ameri-
ca in 1926 through a Congressional resolution. It became 
a national holiday 12 years later by similar Congressio-
nal action. If the idealistic hope had been realized that 
World War I was “the War to end all wars,” November 11 
might still be called Armistice Day. But only a few years 
after the holiday was proclaimed, war broke out in Eu-
rope. Sixteen and one-half million Americans took part. 
Four hundred seven thousand of them died in service, 
more than 292,000 in battle.

The first celebration using the term Veterans Day 
occurred in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1947. Raymond 
Weeks, a World War II veteran, organized “National 

Veterans Day,” which included a parade and other 
festivities, to honor all veterans. The event was held 
on November 11, then designated Armistice Day. Later, 
U.S. Representative Edward Rees of Kansas proposed a 
bill that would change Armistice Day to Veterans Day. 
In 1954, Congress passed the bill that President Eisen-
hower signed proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day. 
Raymond Weeks received the Presidential Citizens Medal 
from President Reagan in November 1982. Weeks’ local 
parade and ceremonies are now an annual event cel-
ebrated nationwide.

On Memorial Day 1958, two more unidentified Amer-
ican war dead were brought from overseas and interred 
in the plaza beside the unknown soldier of World War I. 
One was killed in World War II, the other in the Korean 
War. In 1984, an unknown serviceman from the Vietnam 
War was placed alongside the others. The remains from 
Vietnam were exhumed May 14, 1998, identified as Air 
Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie, and removed for 
burial. To honor these men, symbolic of all Americans 
who gave their lives in all wars, an Army honor guard, 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard), keeps day and 
night vigil.

A law passed in 1968 changed the national com-
memoration of Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in 
October. It soon became apparent, however, that  
November 11 was a date of historic significance to  
many Americans. Therefore, in 1978 Congress returned 
the observance to its traditional date.

The focal point for official, national ceremonies for 
Veterans Day continues to be the memorial amphithe-
ater built around the Tomb of the Unknowns. At 11 a.m. 
on November 11, a combined color guard representing all 
military services executes “Present Arms” at the tomb. 
The nation’s tribute to its war dead is symbolized by the 
laying of a presidential wreath. The bugler plays “taps.” 
The rest of the ceremony takes place in the amphithe-
ater. (Source: www.va.gov).

Veterans Day has and continues to be a special cel-
ebration. It marks the time to honor America’s veterans 
for their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to 
serve and sacrifice for the common good. 

Please join me in keeping veterans of today and 
those of the past in our hearts and minds, not just on 
Veterans Day, but all year long.

Here’s wishing all of you a happy and safe holiday 
season.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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Using the funds from a $665,400 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant, the City of Dothan plans to implement several strategies to become 
more energy efficient. One of those projects involves the replacing of incan-
descent, fluorescent and high-pressure sodium bulbs with new energy-efficient 
lighting. As demonstrated in the cover photos by Dothan Utilities linemen, Ty-
rone Spencer and Danny Dykes, the bulb replacement project will be completed 
by City staff to further reduce costs. 

This grant funding will also enable the City to complete its installation of 
light-emitting diode (LED) traffic signals. Because each bulb has an expected 
life span of seven years, the City of Dothan will save enough money in reduced 
costs to easily purchase replacement bulbs as necessary to continue the LED 
program for years to come. 

Another project that the City is undertaking involves the synchronization 
of traffic signals. This strategy will conserve fuel and reduce vehicle emissions 
by synchronizing traffic signals within the current system to improve traffic 
flow. 
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In My Opinion

As the holidays approach, we are reminded of the 
blessings of life that we have as Americans. By 
working together with strong faith we can achieve 

significant goals for the betterment of ourselves and our 
communities.

In an effort to encourage our consumers to reduce their 
electric bills by improving energy efficiency, the Alabama 
Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) has promoted weather-
ization programs.

We must continue to strive to help the least of our con-
sumers. Please encourage each other to take advantage of the current stimulus 
programs as it relates to weatherizing your home. To weatherize your home is to 
reduce your electric usage and to reduce your electric bill.

Weatherization reduces energy costs for low-income families by improv-
ing the energy efficiency of their homes. The assistance is free to qualifying 
homeowners.

Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Weatherization As-
sistance Programs throughout the nation have seen increased dollars for home 
weatherization efforts. That’s good news for potentially thousands of low-
income families in Alabama. The emphasis of the program is to make 2.5 million 
low-to-moderate income homes across the nation more energy efficient.

So how does the program work? The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) part-
ners with state-level agencies, such as the Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs (ADECA), to implement the Weatherization Assistance 
Program. DOE awards grants to state energy agencies, like ADECA. ADECA then 
partners with 15 local agencies (many in Alabama are Community Action Agen-
cies) to deliver energy-efficiency services to low-income households. 

In the program, the amount that can be spent on each home increased from 
$2,500 to $6,500, to allow more comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be 
implemented. The program is available for families making up to 200 percent of 
the federal poverty level or about $44,000 a year for a family of four.

To learn more about Alabama’s Weatherization Assistance Program and how 
you might qualify, visit AMEA’s web site, www.amea.com, Energy Efficiency.

We also encourage you to take advantage of federal tax credits for energy-
efficiency improvements, which are currently available (improvements “placed 
in service” from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2010). We have more 
information about these tax credits on Page 5, or you can go to www.energys-
tar.gov.

By promoting energy efficiency and weatherization programs to insulate 
homes and save money, families can cut their energy bills. 

Intensifying our efforts in energy efficiency gives you, the consumer, the 
tools you can use to offset some of these potential increases in your electric 
bill. Let’s encourage each other to weatherize our homes.

AMEA exists to provide for our Member communities a reliable and econom-
ical source of electric power. 

Whether we are promoting energy efficiency, advocating for fairness in 
the halls of Congress on the cap-and-trade legislation, or trying to limit cost 
impacts of existing Congressional mandates, know that we are doing all we can 
to hold down your electricity costs.

We wish for you and your family a joyous and blessed holiday season.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
  AMEA President & CEO

Applications for the 2010 
Alabama Municipal Elec-
tric Authority (AMEA) 

Scholarship Program are now 
available. 

For the past 17 years, AMEA 
has assisted deserving students 
in each of its 11 Member cit-
ies (Alexander City, Dothan, 
Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, 
Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Pied-
mont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) 
with their first-year tuition to 
a state university. Recognizing 
that many high school seniors 
seek training in a technical or 
trade program, AMEA added a 
technical school scholarship in 
2004.

To be eligible for the AMEA 
scholarships, a student’s fam-
ily must receive electric service 
from a Member’s electric utility 
and the student must attend an 
Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently 
available from school counselors 
in these Member cities, or you 
can go online to the AMEA web 
site, www.amea.com, Scholar-
ship Program. Applications are 
reviewed and selected by an 
independent panel of college 
guidance personnel. Applica-
tion deadline is Monday, Feb. 
1, 2010.

For more information on the 
program, contact your school 
counselor or Pamela Poole, 
AMEA’s Scholarship Program 
Coordinator, (800) 239-2632, Ext. 
110, (334) 387-3504, or pam@
amea.com.

AMEA and its 
Members offer 
scholarships
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Energy-efficient ways to  
control holiday spending 

New electrical appliances use far less energy 
than older ones, but that doesn’t mean you 
should skimp on energy-efficient behavior in 

the kitchen.
Making these simple changes while cooking can 

save you energy and money.
E  Foods which have a long baking time, such as a 

turkey, usually don’t require the oven to be pre-
heated. 

E  Avoid opening the oven door to check on food. In-
stead, turn on the oven light and peer through the 
window to make sure your pumpkin pie isn’t burn-
ing. Opening the oven door – even for a second or 
two – can drop the inside temperature by as much 
as 25 degrees. 

E  Place several items in the oven at once. All food 
will cook thoroughly if you leave enough room 
around pies or casseroles for air to flow. 

E  Electric ovens retain heat even after you turn them 
off, so it’s safe to turn them off several minutes 
before a recipe’s time is up. Electric stovetops work 
the same way: The metal ele ment will keep foods 
cook ing several minutes after it’s turned off. 

E  Choose glass or ceramic pans for the oven. They 
let you set the temperature 25 degrees lower than 
metal pans. 

E  Match the pan size to the size of the stovetop 
burner so you don’t waste heat. Just a 2-inch dif-
ference between the pan and burner can waste 40 
per cent of the generated heat.  

Consumers who want to save energy by adding insu-
lation, reflective roofing or installing more energy-
efficient windows, doors or heating systems, can 

get the federal government to pay for 30 percent of these 
home improvements via a federal tax credit authorized by 
the stimulus bill passed by Congress earlier this year. 

Consumers can receive a tax credit of up to $1,500 for 
efficiency improvements made this year and next year. 
That means a household that makes $5,000 worth of ener-
gy efficiency improvements by the end of 2010 can get the 
maximum tax credit of $1,500, or 30 percent of the cost. 

Some equipment — notably solar panels and other 
home energy systems that use renewable energy — quali-
fies for the same tax credit, but with no upper limit.  
People who install solar water heaters, solar panels, geo-
thermal heat pumps, small wind systems or fuel cells are 
eligible for a federal tax credit that will cover 30 percent 
of the cost of these systems. The systems must be in place 
by 2016. 

For the following types of projects, the installation 
costs, as well as the cost of the equipment, are covered by 
the tax credit: 

• HVAC systems,

• biomass stoves, 

• water heaters, 

• solar panels 

• heat pumps,

• wind energy systems, and 

• fuel cells. 

Tax credits of between $2,500 and $7,500 are available 
for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. Tax credits also are 
available for hybrid vehicles, for both personal use and for 
business use. 

Home builders are eligible for a $2,000 tax credit for 
a new energy-efficient home. A tax deduction of up to 
$1.80 per square foot is available to owners or designers 
of new or existing commercial buildings that save at least 
50 percent of the heating and cooling energy of a building 
that meets ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2001.

More information about the tax credits is available 
from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) ENERGY 
STAR® Program, www.energystar.gov.

Federal tax credits to  
consumers can pay  
for 30 percent of cost  
of energy-efficiency  
measures



Piedmont Police Department  
goes “high tech”

By Ben Singleton

The Piedmont Police Department has taken a leap forward in the use of 
digital technology in its daily police operations. The department has 
received approximately $50,000 worth of electronic equipment dur-

ing the last few months. This equipment primarily consists of mobile data 
units and printers, but also includes covert video recording devices, digital 
cameras, driver’s license scanners, global positioning units, and a thermal 
imaging device.  

All of this new technology means that the police department can be-
come more efficient at what they do.  With the addition of the new equip-
ment and software, officers can now issue traffic citations and complete 
arrest, incident, offense, and accident reports from their laptop units. The 
software and equipment create a Mobile Officer Virtual Environment and give 
officers the ability to view, send, and receive data that can be accessed from 
any location.  

Officers can also use the new digital formats and equipment to collect 
and store video and photographic evidence. Officers can record interviews 
and interrogations and capture crime scene video and photographs. Officers 
can also record vehicle pursuits and field sobriety testing performances.

Because officers can complete reports anywhere, they no longer have to 
report to the police station to log and complete paperwork. The digital for-
mat of the reports and the access to databases also means that reports will 
be more accurate and that they will take less time to complete. Officers can 
spend less time completing paperwork and have more time for enforcement 
and community policing activities.

This equipment was obtained through several different grant programs 
from the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs and took 
more than 18 months to complete.  

Chief Steven Tidwell says that he placed a high priority on using tech-
nological advances 
to better serve the 
community when he 
was appointed to his 
position almost two 
years ago.  

“I am glad we 
have been able to 
implement this project 
and feel that this will 
enable us to provide 
better police services 
to the community,” 
said Chief Tidwell. “I 
think it is a great step 
towards reaching our 
full potential and be-
coming the best police 
department we can be.“
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Decorate with safety 
in mind this holiday

Have a safe and joyous holiday by 
keeping safety in mind when decorat-
ing with lights and using extension 
cords.

Your municipal electric system 
recommends you follow these safe 
decorating tips:

Indoors or outdoors, use only 
lights that have been tested for safety 
by a recognized testing laboratory, 
which indicates conformance with 
safety standards. Use only lights that 
have fused plugs.

Check each set of lights, new or 
old, for broken or cracked sockets, 
frayed or bare wires, or loose con-
nections, and throw out damaged 
sets. Always replace burned-out bulbs 
promptly with the same wattage bulbs.

Use no more than three standard-
size sets of lights per single extension 
cord. Make sure the extension cord is 
rated for the intended use.

Never use electric lights on a 
metallic tree. The tree can become 
charged with electricity from faulty 
lights, and a person touching a branch 
could be electrocuted.

Before using lights outdoors, 
check labels to be sure they have been 
certified for outdoor use.

Turn off all holiday lights when 
you go to bed or leave the house. 
Lights could short out and start a fire.
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Sgt. Don Glover of the Piedmont Police Department checks his mobile 
data unit.
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Recently, the Sylacauga Utili-
ties Board (SUB) approved 
a proof of concept (pilot 

study) on an Automated Meter In-
frastructure (AMI) project.

AMI is a relatively new technol-
ogy that allows for more data to be 
gathered and sent to the individual 
meters in the SUB system than a 
typical Automated Meter Reading 
(AMR) system. Not only can the 
utility read every meter automati-
cally, SUB can send data to each 
meter facilitating capabilities to 
turn off delinquent electric cus-
tomers, activate load management 
devices in the customer’s home, and 
provide for, in the future, an in-
home display or website access that 
will allow customers to see their 
daily utility usage.

The pilot project consists of 
150 automated meters. Each util-
ity, electric, water and gas, has 50 
each. The area chosen for the pilot 
is the downtown area, southward to 
Pineview Lane.

Aclara was the chosen vendor 
for this project after many months 
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Pole mounted Data Collection Unit (DCU)

studying the different technologies 
and products on the market today.

Basically, the system consists 
of a server and software linked 
to our billing system which talks 
directly to several Data Collec-
tion Units (DCUs). These units are 
spaced out in the SUB service area. 
The DCUs, which are pole mounted 
and powered by solar energy, col-
lect data from the meters and send 
that data to the server. The meters 
have internal batteries which allow 
for local storage of meter informa-
tion (hourly reads) for the past 60 
days. The meters are programmed 
upon installation to send meter in-
formation out to the DCUs at regu-
lar intervals. Also programmed into 
each meter is the account number 
and address the meter serves.

The software part of this sys-
tem will allow SUB to pull meter 
readings from the system at any 
time. SUB will be able to see im-
mediately if any electric meter is 
pulled or tampered with by auto-
mated alarms. If water and gas me-
ters are inactive, SUB will receive 

Smart Grid  
coming to  
Sylacauga

By Reay Culp

alarms if any flow passes through 
those meters allowing them to 
respond immediately to any tam-
pering on the system. Upon power 
outages, SUB will see in real time 
those electric meters that are with-
out service before the phones even 
start to ring. Likewise, SUB will 
see those meters come back as the 
power is restored. This will allow 
SUB to see those individual house-
hold electric services that may 
still be damaged after storms come 
through the area and power has 
been restored to the larger areas.

The ability to remotely read 
these meters at any time, to see 
and respond quickly to meter 
tampering, and to see in real time 
electric meters with and without 
power, enable SUB to provide much 
more efficient and accurate services 
to customers than has ever been 
done in the past.

The benefits of this pilot proj-
ect will become apparent during the 
months of November and December. 
SUB hopes to proceed with a full 
deployment during 2010. 



become a favorite hometown tradition. Santa takes time 
out every year from his busy schedule for a visit at the 
fountain on Broad Street. Santa will make his special ap-
pearance Friday, Nov. 27. Santa will be available to hear 
all your Christmas wishes.

On Monday, Dec. 7, the streets of downtown Alex-
ander City will be lined in anticipation of the annual 
Hometown Christmas parade. The parade has become one 
of the largest in east Alabama. Marching bands playing 
your favorite Christmas carols and festive floats are just 
a few examples of what can be seen at 6 p.m.  Each year 
the parade gets better and better as the participants 
come up with more elaborate ideas. This is a Hometown 
Christmas event you do not want to miss.

By celebrating a Hometown Christmas in Alexander 
City, you are sure to experience a holiday season that 
will become a tradition.
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tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY  
Day time (256) 409-2080 • After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 • DO nOt CALL 911

It’s that time of year again. The holiday season has ar-
rived and Alexander City is just the place to celebrate 
this wonderful time of year. The city is filled with 

many hometown traditions. Whether you are young or 
young at heart, there is something for everyone.  Holiday 
open houses, a parade, and even a visit with Santa is all 
part of a Hometown Christmas in Alexander City. 

The season is kicked off in the middle of November 
with the annual Holiday Open House.  This year the Holi-
day Open House is Sunday, Nov. 15. Local businesses are 
open from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. to kick off the holiday sea-
son. This is a great way to get to that “Hometown Christ-
mas” feeling.  Local shops are decorated with holiday 
displays and offering great Christmas gifts for everyone 
on your list.  Make sure to mark your calendar for this 
merry event.

A visit from Santa is another annual event that has 
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Huntsville (supervised by the Army) and worked there 
from Sept. 1944 until Dec. 1944.

She joined the Army at the Arsenal as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant. She was sent to the Army Hospital in Jackson, 
MS, in Dec. 1944. She did her basic training at Camp 
Rucker for four weeks.  She applied every month to be 
sent overseas, but never went.  

She was transferred to Kennedy General Hospital 
in Memphis, TN, on Feb. 15, 1945, where she worked 
with orthopedic patients and some paralyzed patients.  

“The Army chose 
me to walk behind the 
flag each Friday,” said 
Ms. Burdell. “Medals of 
Honor were given to the 
soldiers that day. I was 
sent to the receiving 
ward, where I did admin-
istrative work. All con-
voys of soldiers (as many 
as 400 in one night) were 
admitted. Many nurses 
and doctors were on call.  
The hospital held 5,000 
patients.”

“I was promoted to 
1st Lieutenant while working in receiving. When the 
war was over, I was discharged at Fort Bragg, NC, in 
March 1946.  I chose to be discharged as I was getting 
married.”

“I came home and went to work at Lanier Memo-
rial Hospital in 1950. I went to work as an Industrial 
Nurse at West Point Pepperell (local textile company) 
at Shawmut Mill in Feb. 1952 and worked there for 20 
years. I worked for the Corporate Medical Department 
at West Point Pepperell for the rest of my time with 
West Point Pepperell and retired in Jan. 1989,” she 
added.

Jennie Gunnells, Human Resource Manager, City 
of Lanett, said, “I wrote this article after Miss Myrtle 
called me one day to compliment me on one of my Ala-
bama Currents magazine articles. I got so interested in 

her life when I heard 
she was a nurse during 
World War II.”

“I knew Miss Myrtle 
when I worked for West 
Point Pepperell and I 
graduated from high 
school with her son. 
She is a true Christian, 
Southern lady and has 
been a great asset to 
this area. She has pro-
vided excellent nurs-
ing care for many local 
citizens.”

This article was written and told by 1st Lieutenant 
Myrtle L. Bailey Burdell, in honor of all veterans 
on Veterans Day, Nov. 11

Myrtle Bailey Burdell was a young and beautiful 
Registered Nurse during World War II.  She was born 
in Langdale, AL (now Valley, AL) and she was raised in 
Langdale on Tallassee Street.  

Ms. Burdell started school when she was five years 
old and therefore graduated early and began nursing 
school at age 17.  

She graduated from Valley High School in 1941. 
She attended Hill-
man Hospital in 
Birmingham from 
Sept. 1, 1941 un-
til Aug. 1944.  She 
entered the Cadet 
Nurse Program which 
was started at Hill-
man and received her 
Registered Nursing 
degree from Hillman 
Hospital.  

Ms. Burdell 
started working at 
Huntsville Arsenal in Myrtle Bailey Burdell today

1st Lieutenant Myrtle L. Bailey during 
World War II
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veterans with 

article
By Jennie Gunnells
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What do you get when you 
put together events that 
celebrate a rich cultural 

heritage and great family-friendly 
entertainment?  You get Opelika’s tra-
ditional Christmas in all of its many 
splendors.

The City starts the season off 
with a time-honored Christmas Parade 
on the first Wednesday after Thanks-
giving, Dec. 2, and includes festive 
floats, bands, beauty queens, and who 
else? Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus. And 
this year, just after the parade, you’ll 
want to stay around Railroad Avenue 
for the music and singing, thanks to 
the Opelika High School Band and 
Choirs, and the official lighting of 
Opelika’s Christmas tree.

If you’re new to the area, just 
visiting our community, or a life-
long resident, you’re going to love 
Christmas in a Railroad Town this 
year. Christmas in a Railroad Town 
activities begin at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 11 and will continue through 9 
p.m. The event is located in beauti-
ful historic downtown Opelika, which 
will be even more beautiful with all 
of the lovely Christmas ornaments 
and lights adorning the street ways 
and trees.  Railroad Avenue, between 
8th and 9th Streets, will be blocked off 
from “thru traffic”, but there will be 
plenty of parking in the downtown 
area.

The entertainment, food, shop-
ping and kids activities always make 
this event special, but this year Main 
Street Director Velinda Wheeles has 
added even more “stuff” that will make 
it even better. And parents, this event 
is very “kid friendly,” offering rides 
on the Rocky Top Railroad, a children’s 
village, bake sale, a gingerbread house 
contest, and so much more.

The Opelika Post Office will be 
located inside the Museum of East 
Alabama for the evening, hand can-

celling Christmas Cards with a special 
Christmas in a Railroad Town stamp.  
And of course, all the downtown 
shops will be open, as you start your 
search for those unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts you can find in the many spe-
cialty shops. Mr. and Mrs. Claus will 
also be there taking last minute wish 
lists from children of all ages. 
As with every year, wagon and trolley 
rides will be available to take you 
through the Victorian Porch Tour. 
These tours begin at the Museum of 
East Alabama, located on 9th Street 
(next to the courthouse), and will 
run from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tickets 
for these tours are $5 and you can 
purchase them at the Museum, before 
you ride.

And speaking of the Victorian 
Front Porch Christmas Tour, this 
Opelika tradition, which has garnered 
national fame as “an event to see” 
from magazines like Southern Living, 
will be held Dec. 9-13.  On Dec. 9-11,, 
and again on Dec. 13, you can take 
a driving tour through the north 
Opelika Historic District and see this 

neighborhood trans-
formed into a glorious 
Victorian Christmas 
Adventure, featuring 
historic homes adorned 
with life-size Santas, angels, car-
ousels and other decorative scenes 
depicting Christmas in a Victorian 
era.  But, if you want to experience 
this special event on a more intimate 
level, than a simple drive through, 
then you will definitely want to come 
to Opelika on Saturday, Dec. 12, be-
tween 6 and 10 p.m., and experience 
this grand Victorian Christmas neigh-
borhood up close and personal in the 
walking tour. In addition to the 60+ 
turn-of-the-century homes decorated 
for the season, the neighbors will be 
dressed in period costumes and will 
mingle throughout the neighborhood 
streets welcoming one and all.  

In various locations throughout 
the neighborhood, there will be a 
host of special entertainment for 
everyone to enjoy. And it’s all free to 
the public. What a great way to usher 
in the Christmas holiday season.

Opelika plans Christmas festivities
By Jan Gunter



ALABAMA CURRENTS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2009   11

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

Helping 
school is  

important to 
the City of 
Fairhope

By D. Fran Morley

All departments 
within the City 
of Fairhope have 

always worked closely with 
Fairhope schools to meet 
various needs.

Scott Sligh, Electric Su-
perintendent, noted some of 
the recent work completed 
by his department. 

“At the high school, we 
installed lighting for the 
band’s practice field, and 
we provided and installed 
poles for the football team 
to build a tower from which 
they could film their prac-
tice sessions. At the school, 
we also cut down a tree 
that they could not safely 
do on their own, and we 
performed some directional 
boring work to assist them 
in getting conduit under 
the road for their entrance 
sign.”

In addition, Fairhope 
Electric Department is 
assisting where required 
to provide service to two 
new school projects – the 
new elementary school be-
ing built on north Section 
Street and the additions 
under construction at 
Fairhope Intermediate. The 
Department also revamped 
all the lighting at the sta-
dium in the City’s Volanta 
Park to prepare that facility 
for this year’s season.

It seems that every year around the holidays, we read or hear of 
someone who has had a fire in their home that was created by 
carelessness with tree lights on a live tree or candles catching 

something on fire. 
The fact is that each year, fires occurring during the holiday 

season claim the lives of over 400 people, injure 1,650 more, and 
cause over $990 million in damage. 

If a person takes the time to think about it, there are simple 
life-saving steps that can be taken to ensure a safe and happy holi-

day. By following some of these precautionary tips, you can greatly reduce your chances of 
having a holiday fire casualty.

Preventing Christmas tree fires

1.  Movie segments have demonstrated how fast a live Christmas tree can become fully 
engulfed in flames in a home. Special fire safety precautions should be taken when 
keeping a live tree in the house. A burning tree can rapidly fill a room with fire and 
deadly gases.

2.  Needles on fresh trees should be green and hard to pull off from the branches, and the 
needles should not break if the tree has been freshly cut. The trunk should be sticky 
to the touch. Old trees can be identified by bouncing the tree trunk on the ground. If 
many needles fall off, the tree has been cut too long, has probably dried out, and is a 
definite fire hazard.

3.  Do not place your tree close to a heat source, including a fireplace or heat vent. The 
heat will dry out the tree, causing it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks. 
If you smoke in the house, be careful not to drop or flick cigarette ashes near a tree. Do 
not put your live tree up too early or leave it up for longer than two weeks. Keep the 
tree stand filled with water at all times.

4.  Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or wood burning stove. When the tree 
becomes dry, discard it promptly. The best way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to 
a recycling center or having it hauled away by a community pick-up service.

holiday lights safety

1.  Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation, 
broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Use 
only lighting listed by an approved testing laboratory.

2.  Do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions indicate it is safe. 
Connect strings of lights to an extension cord before plugging the cord into the outlet. 
Make sure to periodically check the wires - they should not be warm to the touch.

3.  Do not leave holiday lights on and unattended.

Practice candle care

1.  If you do use candles, make sure they are in stable holders and place them where they 
cannot be easily knocked over. Never leave the house with candles burning. 

2.  Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame such as candles, lighters or 
matches.
Finally, as in every season, have working smoke alarms installed on every level of 

your home, test them monthly and keep them clean and equipped with fresh batteries at 
all times. Know when and how to call for help.

And, it’s always good to have a home escape plan. Remember to practice your plan on 
occasion so that everyone knows how to get out of the home in case of a fire.
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Holiday season is the best time  

to share fire safety
By David Horton
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The Utilities Board of Tuskegee 
(UBT) is dedicated to enrich-
ing the economic viability of 

Macon County. In order to do this, 
UBT strives to maintain an active 
presence in the latest developments 
within its service area. Most recent-
ly, this included providing power to 
a new luxury hotel.

On Nov. 1, the Oasis Hotel, lo-
cated on the grounds of VictoryLand 
Greyhound Park in Shorter, will have 
its Grand Opening. 

According to Larry Hale, UBT 
Electric Department Line Foreman, 
crews set-up temporary power to 
the hotel site about a year ago for 
construction purposes and more re-
cently, in preparation of its opening, 
the hotel was connected directly to 
the Shorter substation, which also 
powers VictoryLand.

Mark Ennis, UBT General Man-
ager, said he is honored that Victo-
ryLand owner Milton McGregor had 
enough confidence in UBT’s ability to 
supply the property’s ever expanding 
utility needs.

“We are committed to providing 
the utility infrastructure necessary 

CORRECTION
In the last issue of Alabama 

Currents, the directions for 
the Tuskegee Human and Civil 
Rights Multicultural Center were 
incorrect.  Here are the correct 
directions:

If traveling down I-85 S, 
take exit #38/Tuskegee/Nota-
sulga - go 0.2 mi

Turn Left on AL-81 -  
go 2.9 mi

Turn Right on NE Wright St. 
(AL-81) - go 0.3 mi

Turn Left to follow AL-81 - 
go 0.5 mi

Turn Right on Lee St. -  
go < 0.1 mi

Turn Left on N Elm St. -  
go 0.1 mi

Arrive at the Multicultural 
Center at 104 S Elm St., on the 
right. (Directions taken from 
maps.yahoo.com).

to support the growth of not only 
VictoryLand, but areas throughout 
Macon County,” Ennis said.

With its impressive nine-story 
height, the Oasis is a guest haven. 
Its 300 rooms feature accommoda-
tions including plush bedding, 32-
inch LCD TV’s, touch-screen phones, 
and 24-hour room service. The hotel 
also has eight luxury suites. Other 
features include: Whitfield’s Steak-
house, a high-end restaurant offer-
ing signature beef and seafood, and 
fine wines from an extensive collec-
tion; O’s Lobby Bar; and the Star-
bucks brewing bistro, O’s Brew Café.

An 80,000-square-foot confer-
ence center will open at the hotel in 
the spring of 2010.

“I’m delighted to oversee the 
opening of Alabama’s newest lux-
ury hotel,” said Rusti Price, Oasis 
General Manager. “My goal is to 
assemble an outstanding staff and 
help develop the property’s reputa-
tion as the top meeting, corporate, 
leisure and travel destination in the 
Southeast.” 

For more information, or to make 
a reservation, call (800) 688-2946, 

Entertaining, relaxing refuge scheduled  
to open in Macon County

By Diana Everage

(334) 720-1700, or visit www.oasisho-
tel.us.

The new Oasis Hotel in Shorter. 
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This year, the Crenshaw County 
Shrine Club sold approxi-
mately 17 tons of peanuts and 

grossed a little over $60,000 for the 
annual  “World’s Largest Peanut Boil” 
in Luverne, according to Shrine Club 
President Shelton Morrell.

“We started selling peanuts on 
Sept. 1, and we sold out late Sunday 
night,” Morrell said.

Morrell and Shrine Club Vice Presi-
dent Chuck Gorey drove to Jay, FL, to 
pick up 14 tons of peanuts on Sept. 1, 
but by Saturday, they had to call for 
two more tons. They also had to get 
one more parched peanuts.

“This was one of the largest pea-
nut boils we’ve ever had,” Morrell said.

Basically 100 percent of the pea-
nuts that are bought by the Shriners 
these days are sold because they’ve 
already been cleaned. Even so, the 
Peanut Boil is a lot of hard work, and 
it could not be done without the help 
of a lot of people, Morrell said.

“It was a little rough on us 
because so many have their regular 
jobs and couldn’t be off, but we had 
a tremendous amount of volunteers 
over the weekend, so everything went 
great,” he said.

Morrell, who has been a Shriner 
since 2002, has been involved with 
the annual event since he was in the 
ninth grade — or since 1986.

“I was a Key Club member, and 
that was the first time I helped — and 
I’ve been doing it ever since.”

“This is my first tenure as presi-
dent, and I hope to see the Peanut Boil 
get bigger and bigger,” he said.

“I’ve heard a lot of people com-
menting these last few days on how 
good the peanuts were this year 
and how much they enjoyed them, 
and that was great to hear,” he said. 
“If this Peanut Boil is dedicated to 

anyone, it should be dedicated to the 
community that has supported us so 
much over the years — we get a lot 
of travelers who stop by, but most of 
our peanuts go to homes right here, 
and it’s the local people that keep it 
growing.”

And with that continued growth 
brings newer and more innovative 
ways to boil more peanuts all at one 
time. This includes having a much 
larger cooker, which holds much more 
than the regular black iron pots.

“Mark Knox drove to Jay on Sat-
urday (before Labor Day) and picked 
up a second larger cooker just so we 
could keep up with the demand,” 
Morrell said.

Even though the sales grossed 
a little over $60,000, the final profit 
won’t be known until all the bills 
are paid. Even so, Morrell said that 
amount was “huge.”

And all of that would certainly 
have not been possible without the 
help of so many volunteers. Morrell 
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gave a special thanks to them.
“We need people to bag peanuts, 

sweep floors, empty the pots, take up 
the money — it’s a chain, and every-
one is extremely important in every 
link of that chain,” he said.

Plus, there is always an open in-
vitation to anyone in the community 
who would like to come out and help.

“It’s a lot of hard work, but it’s a 
lot of fun and it’s worth it.”

The Peanut oil is a club fundraiser 
for the Shriners. Morrell said that the 
club looks for specific needs that it 
can contribute money to in order to 
bring relief to those needs, whether 
they are on the state or local level.

Gorey is the Shrine Club’s vice 
president, Knox is treasurer, and Andy 
Compton is secretary.

 “The older generations built 
this peanut boil to what it is today,” 
Morrell said. “It’s time for us younger 
ones to step up and pick it up and let 
the older ones enjoy the fruits of their 
labor.”

The “World’s Largest Peanut Boil”  
just keeps getting bigger and bigger

By Regina Grayson 
The Luverne Journal

Vern Flowers, vice president of the Crenshaw County Shrine Club, and Shelton Morrell, president, empty a 
steaming pot of boiled peanuts during this year’s “World Famous Peanut Boil” in Luverne. (Photo courtesy 
of Regina Grayson, The Luverne Journal).
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Dothan receives $665,400.00 Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Block Grant 

By Cassandra Milton 
and Joette Booker
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As part of President Barack 
Obama’s Recovery Act Pro-
gram, the City of Dothan has 

received a $665,400.00 Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation Block Grant 
from the Department of Energy. 
These funds will be used to imple-
ment measures that will provide the 
City with an energy-efficient infra-
structure for government buildings 
and traffic lighting.

One of those projects involves 
the replacement of incandescent, 
fluorescent and high pressure sodium 
bulbs with new energy-efficient 
lighting that will be installed by city 
employees at no additional cost to 
the City. Throughout City facilities, 
a total of 4,775 fixtures will receive 
bulb replacements, and where ap-
plicable, ballasts will be replaced as 
well. The total wattage saved per 
year after this undertaking will be 
1,030,000 kilowatt hours, and finan-
cially there will be an annual savings 
of $57,000. Like any other consumer, 
the City purchases electricity from 
an energy source. Therefore, the net 
result will be a large monetary sav-
ings to the City, and in turn to the 
citizens, in the purchase of electric-
ity.  

The installation of the light-
emitting diode (LED) traffic signals 
has been an ongoing project for the 
City, but due to budget constraints, 
it had been temporarily suspended. 
This grant funding will enable the 
program to be completed. Electrical 
and financial savings will begin with 
the installation of the first bulb. 
With the replacement of 2,078 signal 
lights, the City anticipates a savings 

of 1,453,398 kilowatt hours. Further-
more, the use of energy-efficient LED 
traffic signal lights will result in an 
annual savings of $71,216. 

Because each bulb has an ex-
pected lifetime of seven years, the 
City of Dothan will save enough 
money in reduced costs to eas-
ily purchase replacement bulbs 
as necessary to continue the LED 
program for years to come. With a 
carbon footprint reduction that will 
be realized throughout the project’s 
implementation and well into the fu-
ture, Dothan will be doing its part in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and its negative impact on the global 
environment.

Another project the City is 
undertaking involves the synchroni-
zation of traffic signals. Although it 
is a cost saving measure for the citi-
zens, its benefits to the environment 
in the area of reduced carbon emis-
sions go far beyond the city limits 
and dollar amounts. This strategy 
will conserve fuel and reduce vehicle 
emissions by synchronizing traffic 
signals within the current system 
to improve traffic flow. By optimiz-
ing the traffic signal timing along 
twenty-five heavily traveled roadway 
segments within the city, motorist 
can expect to save thousands of gal-

lons of fuel each year. This project 
will result in lower vehicle emissions 
by reducing stops and vehicle idling 
time. Additionally, a 10 percent 
reduction in fuel consumption is 
estimated for each traffic signal sys-
tem. The total amount of fuel saved 
per year is anticipated to be approxi-
mately 84,000 gallons. Based upon 
a $2.00 per gallon cost for gasoline, 
motorists will save approximately 
$168,000 each year in fuel costs.

The improved traffic flow result-
ing from traffic signal synchroniza-
tion will be realized by motorists 
traveling through Dothan on the 
way to and from the Gulf Coast. Ad-
ditionally, the grant-funded project 
will add expediency for evacuees 
fleeing in advance of hurricanes 
threatening the Gulf Coast. This is 
an extremely important benefit be-
cause two of Dothan’s highways, U.S. 
Highways 231 and 431, are designat-
ed as primary hurricane evacuation 
routes. Improving traffic flow will 
address one of the primary reasons 
given by residents who choose not to 
evacuate when a hurricane threat-
ens – difficulty in getting out of the 
area due to slow traffic. Synchro-
nizing traffic signals could prevent 
many of the traffic bottlenecks and 
slow downs that this area has expe-
rienced during past storms.

These energy-efficiency projects 
for the City of Dothan are financially 
and environmentally beneficial to 
our citizens. Although these projects 
are localized in implementation, 
there will be additional benefits 
shared statewide and across the 
region.
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Places to Go and Things to Do

Continued on back cover

Alexander City
nov. 1-30, horizons Arts & humanities Lecture Series. Lec-

ture and discussion series featuring various speakers, authors 
and discussion groups. Lectures at the Alexander City Board 
of Education Building at 1:30 p.m. Call (256) 234-8675 for late 
season topics and information.

nov. 8, Alexander City veterans Day Services. Join the Mayor 
and city leaders at Veterans Memorial Park at the Charles E 
Bailey Sr. Sportplex at 2 p.m. 

nov. 14, Alex City horse riding Club, EAHA Banquet, 6 p.m.  
For more information, call (256) 329-5187, or visit www.achrc.
com.

nov. 15, Annual holiday Open house. An annual treat for over 
four decades, the Holiday Open House attracts visitors from 
across the Lake Martin area. Local businesses open their 
doors from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. and showcase the season’s most 
festive holiday decorations and merchandise.

nov. 10-16, ACPr 50+. 50+ travel members depart for a Western 
Caribbean cruise out of Mobile. For more information, call 
(256) 329-2910.

nov. 19, ACPr 50+ Annual thanksgiving Luncheon. 50+ 
members and Parks & Recreation Staff join together for the 
annual Thanksgiving luncheon. For more information, call 
(256) 329-2910.

nov. 27, Santa Comes to town. MainStreet Alexander City spon-
sors this time honored  downtown event at the fountain on 
Board Street.  Call (256) 329-9227 for details.

Dec. 5, 6 p.m., Alex City horse riding Club Banquet.  For more 
information, call (256) 329-5187, or visit www.achrc.com.

Dec. 4-18, Adelia M russell Library. The Madonna and Child 
have been a favorite theme of western art for over a thousand 
years. This holiday season, the Adelia M Russell Library will 
showcase pictures and sculptured figures of the Madonna and 
Child from around the world. Exhibit coordinated by Sheralyn 
Belyeu.

Dec. 7, Annual hometown Christmas Parade. Parade begins at 
6 p.m.  For more information, call (256) 234-3461.

Dec. 17, Adelia M russell Library. Students of Sandra Stark’s 
Piano Studio will present an assortment of “Christmas Carols 
on the Keyboard” from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m.

Dec. 18, ACPr Annual 50+ Dinner & Dance. Dinner and dance 
at the Sportplex Gym from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. Ticket price 
$15 per person. For more information, call (256) 329-2910.

Dec. 21-31 ACPr December Day Camp. For more information, all 
(256) 329-6736.

Dothan
nov. 17-20, Living history Week Seasonal Session. Landmark 

Park. School groups will experience living and working on 
a Wiregrass Farmstead in the early 1900s. Kids will have a 
chance to cook on a hearth, garden, sew, split wood, build 
fires and take care of the farm animals, all while costumed in 
period dress. The half-day program runs from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and concludes with a meal in the Waddell House, prepared 
by the students. This session is only open to pre-registered 
school groups. For more information, contact Laura VanLand-
ingham, (334) 794-3452 or laurav@landmarkpark.com

nov. 19, mArtinis on Main fundraiser for the American Red 
Cross. Explore the recently renovated Historic Bank Building 
downtown, and mix and mingle with artists from around the 
Southeast while listening to the Chris Hodges jazz trio. Par-
ticipants can enjoy sample-sized martinis from area mixolo-
gists before the art auction at 7:30 p.m. All proceeds benefit 
the American Red Cross. Tickets available by calling the Red 
Cross at (334) 792-9852

nov. 21, American Indian history Month Festival, Dothan 
Civic Center. Please join the nine recognized American Indian 
tribes of Alabama for this wonderful event as we welcome 
friends from around the Southeastern United States in cel-
ebration of American Indian History Month. The 2009 Festival 
includes introduction of participating tribal Chiefs, gourd 
dancing, Grand Entry, a northern & southern drum, flute mu-
sic, stomp dancing, two competitive dance divisions (men’s 
fancy & women’s fancy shawl) individual dance categories 
(non-competitive ), historical tribal exhibits and story tell-
ing. Ticket cost is $10.00. Children 5 & under enter free. Doors 
open at 4:30 pm. For more information, please send an e-mail 
to aifestival@hotmail.com  or call (334) 794-7007. 

nov. 28, Farm Program: Soap Making. 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
Landmark Park, Wiregrass Farmstead. Lean about seasonal 
activities and methods of farming used at the turn of the 
century. Presented by Farm Manager Sid Brannon and guest 
speakers. Free with paid gate admission (adults, $4; kids, $3; 
members, free). Registration required. Co-sponsored by the 
Alabama Agricultural Museum.  For more information, contact 
Laura VanLandingham, (334) 794-3452 or laurav@landmark-
park.com.

Dec. 1-18, Christmas Past Seasonal Session. Landmark Park. 
Students in preschool-6th grade will have a chance to experi-
ence an old-fash ioned Christmas with storytelling, games, 
and cider sipping. They will also have a chance to create an 
old-fashioned ornament. Students will attend either a morn-
ing session from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. or an afternoon session 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. This session is only open to pre-regis-
tered school groups. For more information, contact Laura Van-
Landingham, (334) 794-3452 or laurav@landmarkpark.com.

Dec. 5, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Downtown Christmas Celebration. Join 
the City of Dothan and The Downtown Group in the annual 
Downtown Christmas Festival on North Foster Street. This 
event is free and the many activities are enjoyed by both 
young and old alike. Children enjoy the free snow zone, train 
rides, and activities and adults enjoy shopping, food and the 
entertainment providing a great day for all. For information, 
call The Downtown Group at (334) 793-3097. 

Dec. 6, 1 p.m., Christmas Decorating Workshop. Landmark 
Park. A snack will be provided and volunteers will have a 
chance to create their own old-fashioned ornament to take 
home. The workshop is free with paid gate admission and 
registration is required. Contact Laura VanLandingham, (334) 
794-3452 or laurav@landmarkpark.com, for more informa-
tion.

Dec. 13, 1 p.m., victorian Christmas. Landmark Park. Ex-
perience Christmas past with mulled cider, hot chocolate, 
a circuit riding preacher (Headland Presbyterian Church, 2 
p.m.), old fashioned decorations, turn of the century desserts 
and music. Admission is free.(334) 794-3452 or  laurav@
landmarkpark.com.

Fairhope
nov 5 and nov 12, Fall Farmers Market. The market offers local 

fresh produce, plants, honey, baked goods and more. Located 
behind Fairhope Public Library on Bancroft Street. For more 
information, call (251) 929-1466, or visit www.cofairhope.
com. 

nov. 6 and 7, 8th Annual Angel ride. Saturday’s feature enter-
tainment will be The Charlie Daniel’s Band.  More information 
announcing the entertainers will come soon. For more infor-
mation, please e-mail Mary Carolyn McDaniel, mc.mcdaniel@
citizensbankal.com, or call (251) 979-6030 or (251) 367-1981.

nov. 7, veteran’s Day Parade. The parade begins at 10 a.m. and 
winds through downtown Fairhope. For more information, call 
(251) 929-1466, or visit www.cofairhope.com
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nov. 19, Fairhope tree Lighting. Join us as we kick off the 
holiday season and turn on over 1 million lights in down-
town. Festivities begin at 5:30 p.m. and the lights come on at 
6 p.m. For additional information, call (251) 929-1466, or visit 
www.cofairhope.com.

nov. 22, Downtown Fairhope Business Association’s Christ-
mas Open house. Christmas shopping in downtown Fairhope 
from 1-5 p.m. Refreshments and entertainment will be pro-
vided. For information, call (251) 929-1466.

Dec. 1 and 3, 7 p.m., 18th Annual Christmas Concert. First 
Baptist Church, Fairhope. Program includes Vivaldi’s “Glo-
ria” and other selections. Tickets are $12 at the door and $10 
in advance. For advance tickets, visit Jubilee Music or Page 
and Palette in Fairhope or The Frame Corner and U.S. Golf 
in Daphne. You can also purchase advance tickets online at 
www.easternshorechoralsociety.com, “Tickets” tab.

Dec. 4, Fairhope’s Magical Christmas Parade. Parade begins at 
7 p.m. at the intersection of Morphy and Section Streets, and 
continues down Section to Oak Street. More than 45 parade 
units dazzle the crowd in anticipation of Santa Claus’ arrival 
to Fairhope for the holiday season. For additional informa-
tion, call (251) 929-1466, or visit www.cofairhope.com

Dec. 5 and 12, Santa Saturdays in Fairhope. Santa will be vis-
iting Fairhope on December 5 and 12 in front of the Fairhope 
Welcome Center in downtown Fairhope from 10 a.m. until 12 
noon. Parents may bring their cameras to take pictures. For 
additional information, call (251) 929-1466.

Dec. 31, Fairhope’s new Year’s Eve Celebration. Residents and 
visitors are invited to bring their families and ring in the 
New Year dancing to the variety band, Hip Kitty, of Nashville, 
TN. The band will begin playing at 8:30 p.m. at the corner of 
Section and Church Streets. Other entertainment will include 
karaoke, face painting, strolling clowns giving out balloon 
animals, fireworks at midnight, free party favors, and a ball 
drop at midnight. For additional information, call (251) 929-
1466, or visit www.cofairhope.com.

Foley
nov. 6-8, heritage harbor Days, Heritage Park, downtown 

Foley. Hours are: Friday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Some of the activities include 
a Living History Tent, Chuck Wagon Cook, Wooden Boat Show, 
Arts and Craft Booths, Food Booths, Children’s Art Village, 
Midway Carnival, Main Stage Entertainment, Bluegrass Stage, 
Antique Tractor Show, Model Train Exhibit, and much more. 
New this year is the parade to be held on Sunday, and always 
it will conclude with the Celebrate America Concert and Fire-
works Extravaganza. This event is family-oriented and free to 
the public. The event has been selected as one of Southeast 
Tourism Society’s Top 20 events for the month of November. 
For more information contact Kathy Danielson, Executive 

Director Foley CVB, (251) 943-1200.
Dec. 4, 7 p.m., Christmas in the Park. Annual Christmas tree 

lighting.
Dec. 5, 10 a.m., Foley Christmas Parade Downtown.  “Let 

It Snow,” 11 a.m.-3 p.m., John B. Foley Park, following the 
parade.

Dec. 18, 7-10 p.m., 2nd Annual “Chocolate Affair”, benefitting 
Family Promise of Baldwin County, Foley United Methodist 
Church (915 North Pine Street, Foley). For more information, 
contact: (251) 408-1338, or visit www.familypromisebc.org. 
Admission is $25 per ticket or $40 per couple.

Macon County
nov. 7, 1 p.m., tuskegee University homecoming Game. 

Tuskegee vs. Stillman, Abbott Memorial Football Stadium.
nov. 7, tuskegee University homecoming Parade. Deadline 

for registering a float is Oct. 30. Call (334) 727-8155 for more 
information.

nov. 11, Booker t. Washington Economic Summit, Tuskegee 
University Kellogg Conference Center.

Dec. 5, Fall Festival & Parade, Town of Shorter. For more infor-
mation, call (334) 727-9190.

Opelika
nov. 8, 1-5 p.m., Downtown Opelika Christmas Open house. 

Begin your Christmas shopping, visit with old friends, enjoy 
free parking, complimentary gift wrap and refreshments all 
in an unhurried atmosphere. Special holiday door prizes will 
be given away. For information, visit opelikamainstreet.org.

Dec. 11, 6-9 p.m., Christmas in a railroad town. Visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, take a ride on the Rocky Top Railroad, 
visit the children’s village, shop the bake sale, enter the gin-
gerbread house contest, screenprint a holiday t-shirt, shop, 
dine and visit with old friends. Take a wagon or trolley ride 
through the Victorian Front Porch Tour and so much more. For 
more information, visit opelikamainstreet.org

Sylacauga
nov. 7 and 8, Sylacauga Open House.
nov. 7, Sickle Cell Walkathon, 9 a.m.-12 noon, Noble Park.
B. B. Comer Museum will host the Local Artist Expo during the 

month of November.  A reception will be held Nov. 12, 6:30-8 
p.m.

B. B. Comer Museum will host an Old Fashioned Tree Trimming 
Party during the month of December. The exact date is not 
available at this time.

Dec. 5,  31st  Annual Christmas Parade, 6 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “Celebrating 175 years of Christmas”.  Float applica-
tions are available at the Chamber of Commerce.

Dec. 11 and 12, Santa will visit Sylacauga at Santa Village, 
located at Blue Bell Central Park. The times are 6 to 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 11, and 3 to 5 p.m. on Dec. 12.


