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Weatherization Works

For several years, we have demonstrated our 
desire to help you manage your energy costs. 
We consistently provide energy-efficiency 

articles and other helpful energy-saving tips in 
Alabama Currents. We have also provided an array 
of energy-efficiency resources and tools on our web 
site, www.amea.com, Energy Efficiency.

We, along with our 11 Members, care about how 
your electric bill can impact your everyday life. Helping you take control 
of your energy habits and behaviors, especially when it impacts your 
electric bill, is of utmost concern to us.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) has promoted 
weatherization initiatives for your home as the quickest way to positive-
ly impact your electric costs. AMEA and its Members have partnered with 
the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) 
and your community action agency to promote the Alabama Weatheriza-
tion Assistance Program. 

Recently, the U.S. Department of Energy announced that Ala-
bama will receive additional funding for the Weatherization Assistance 
Program. Alabama is getting access to another $36 million to make the 
homes of low-income Alabamians more energy efficient. The additional 
funding is part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

On Page 6, you can read more about the additional funding for the 
Weatherization Program. If you think you may qualify for these funds, 
we encourage you to refer to the list of community action agencies/
weatherization assistance programs in your area on Page 6. Weatheriza-
tion coordinators are seeking applicants for this free program.

Weatherization and energy-efficiency programs can help consumers 
manage their energy costs all year long, not just during these economic 
hard times. Weatherization reduces energy costs for low-income families 
by improving the energy efficiency of their homes. The assistance is free 
to qualifying homeowners.

By cutting the energy bills of low-income families instead of offering 
aid, weatherization reduces dependency and liberates these funds for 
spending on more pressing family issues. 

We know that during these economic hard times, paying your elec-
tric bill can sometimes put a burden on your pocketbook. And for those 
low-income families who are particularly struggling, assistance can be a 
welcome relief.

Intensifying our efforts in energy efficiency and weatherization 
gives you, the consumer, the tools you can use to offset potential in-
creases in your electric bill. AMEA and its Members will continue seeking 
ways to help you manage your energy costs during these economic hard 
times.

As the holidays approach, we are reminded of the blessings of life 
that we have as Americans. By working together with strong faith, we 
can achieve significant goals for the betterment of ourselves and our 
communities.

We wish for you and your family a very blessed holiday season.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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From the Editor Appliance rebates still 
available for Alabamians

If you recently bought 
or plan to buy a new ENERGY 
STAR®-labeled appliance, you 
may be eligible for an unex-
pected bonus: a $25 to $150 
rebate. 

Doni Ingram, Director, Alabama 
Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Affairs (ADECA), said $1.8 million 
in rebates remain available for residents. 
The Alabama Energy Efficient Appliance 
Rebate program was launched in April to 
encourage residents to replace old ineffi-
cient appliances that are costly to operate 
with new energy-efficient models. 

Rebates are available for five appli-
ance types: room air conditioners, $25; 
freezers, $50; dishwashers, $75; clothes 
washers, $100; and standard-size refrig-
erators, $150. To be eligible, appliances 
must have an ENERGY STAR label and 
be purchased on or after April 19. State 
residents can reserve a rebate by visiting 
www.alrebates.com, or by calling toll-free 
(877) 856-6645. 

“I encourage Alabamians to take 
advantage of this opportunity while 
funds are still available,” Ms. Ingram said. 
“Consumers who purchase one of these 
ENERGY STAR appliances get more than a 
rebate; they also save money every month 
on utility bills and help conserve our 
natural resources.”   

Rebates apply only to appliances 
purchased from a retail store on or after 
April 19. Consumers who apply for rebates 
will have 15 days to mail the application 
form and purchase validation. 

The program is open to Alabamians 
age 18 and older and is limited to one 
rebate per appliance type and no more 
than two rebates per household. Approved 
applicants will receive a Visa Prepaid Card 
by mail. The cards can be used anywhere 
Visa is accepted.

Funding for the rebate program was 
made available to ADECA by the U.S. De-
partment of Energy as part of the Ameri-
can Reinvestment and Recovery Act. 

Ingram said that rebate funds are still 
available because some residents reserved 
a rebate but failed to purchase an appli-
ance or mail in the required documenta-
tion. To check the current fund balance, 
go to www.alrebates.com. 
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 

our Member communities a reliable and 

economical source of electric power, 

enabling them to preserve and enhance 

the benefits of municipal utility owner-

ship for their citizens and the electric 

customers they serve. We strive to offer 

services that our Members need and can 

adapt to provide the best value for their 

communities and customers.
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The City of Fairhope comes alive during November and December with vari-
ous fall and holiday events.

The Fairhope Museum of History Round-Up Day on Friday, Nov. 5, will begin 
the festivities, followed by the Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, Nov. 6. 

The holiday season will kickoff with the Annual Tree Lighting Celebration 
on Thursday, Nov. 18. Residents and guests look forward to this time of year in 
Fairhope.

For more information, call (251) 929-1466.
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Over the past several years, 
electric utility costs have 
risen due to the investments 

in upgrading coal plants to ad-
dress the congressionally-mandated 
requirements of the Clean Air Act of 
1990. Just like other utilities, the 
Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity’s (AMEA) generation costs have 
increased as we pay our share of 

these required investments.
In this article, I want to address what your increased 

power bill has gone to pay for as nearly every American 
has been impacted.

Electric utilities are required to reduce their emissions 
regulated under the Clean Air Act. (The Clean Air Act is the 
law that defines the Environmental Protection Agency’s re-
sponsibilities for protecting and improving the nation’s air 
quality and the stratospheric ozone layer). Electric utilities 
across the country are making environmental enhance-
ments to coal-fired generating plants to cost-effectively 
reduce emissions.

Coal now generates about half of all electricity in this 
country. This is certainly the case in Alabama with every 
power supplier, whether the supplier is AMEA, Alabama 
Power Company, PowerSouth Energy Cooperative, or the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, having at least 50 percent of 
its resources being coal generated. Coal still ranks as the 
number one energy source for electric generators. Thirty-
eight (38) states import coal from either other states 
or other nations to generate electricity. By 2035 – and 
because of the challenges to reduce the level of emis-
sions – coal-fired generation is expected to provide about 
44 percent of all such power, says the U.S. Department of 
Energy. In reality, coal remains the world’s most dominant 
fuel source – and one that is consumed by both rich and 
poor countries alike.

In 1990, Congress dramatically revised and expanded 
the Clean Air Act of 1970 to establish new and more strin-
gent air quality standards. These standards address emis-
sion controls on SO2 (sulfur dioxide), NOx (nitrogen oxide), 
a component of ground-level ozone, and mercury. SO2 and 
NOx are the principal pollutants that cause acid precipita-
tion (rain). 

So exactly what are NOx, SO2, acid rain, and ground-
level ozone?

There are three main types of gaseous air pollutants: 
sulfur dioxide (SO2); oxides of nitrogen (NOx = NO + NO2); 
and ozone (O3). SO2 , or sulfur dioxide, and nitric oxide 
(NO) are the primary air pollutants, and ozone is a second-
ary pollutant (though there are negligible direct emissions 
of the gas itself). Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is both a primary 

In My Opinion

and secondary air pollutant. Other important gaseous pol-
lutants are: ammonia, carbon monoxide, volatile organic 
compounds and persistent organic pollutants.
• nOx plays an important role in the chemistry of our 

atmosphere. The most important forms of reactive 
nitrogen in the air are nitrogen monoxide (NO) and 
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and together we call them NOx. 
Nitrogen oxides are formed in the atmosphere mainly 
from the breakdown of nitrogen gas (N2). Nitrogen 
oxides help form acid rain. Cars, trucks and electric 
power plants are dominant sources. 

• SO2 is contained within all fossil fuels, and is released 
in the form of sulfur dioxide (SO2) during fossil fuel 
combustion. The main sectors producing sulfur dioxide 
are power generation; industry; production of non-
ferrous metals, such as aluminum, copper and lead; 
refineries; and residential and commercial sectors.

• Acid rain is a broad term referring to a mixture of 
wet and dry deposited material from the atmosphere 
containing higher than normal amounts of nitric and 
sulfuric acids. The chemical forerunners of acid rain 
formation result from both natural sources, such as 
volcanoes and decaying vegetation, and man-made 
sources, primarily emissions of SO2 and NOx resulting 
from fossil fuel combustion.

• Ground-level ozone is the primary constituent of 
smog. Sunlight and hot weather cause ground-level 
ozone to form in harmful concentrations in the air. As 
a result, it is known as a summertime air pollutant. 
Ground-level or “bad” ozone is not emitted directly 
into the air, but is created by chemical reactions 
between oxides of nitrogen (NOx) and volatile organic 
compounds (VOC) in the presence of sunlight. Motor 
vehicle exhaust and industrial emissions, gasoline va-
pors, and chemical solvents as well as natural sources 
emit NOx and VOC that help form ozone.

Effects of acid rain                                      Source: www.gogreen4fuel.com 

AMEA Shares Environmental Costs
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The electric 
utility industry 
continues to 
face increased 
environmental 
challenges to curb 
emissions from 
coal-fired electric 
generation facili-
ties.

For years, 
electric utilities 
have taken a pro-
active approach 
in their environ-
mental efforts. 
For instance, 
AMEA’s largest 
partner, Southern 
Company, the parent company of Alabama Power Company, 
has invested $7.5 billion since 1990 by installing Selective 
Catalytic Reduction (SCR) systems, Flue Gas Desulfurization 
(scrubbers) systems, and related environmental equip-
ment on its coal-fired electric generating capacity. AMEA 
has shared in the increased costs in our on-going efforts 
to reduce emissions while continuing to meet the ever-
growing demand for energy. Southern Company plans to 
spend another $2.4 billion through 2012 to further reduce 
NOx, SO2 and mercury. (Read more about Alabama Power’s 
environmental efforts on Page 7).

Since 1990, Southern Company has reduced emissions 
of NOx by 70 percent and SO2 by 60 percent – while genera-
tion of electricity has increased more than 30 percent to 
serve the growing need for electricity. We commend our 
partner for its commitment to the environment and its 
record of reducing emissions while generating more power 
to help meet AMEA’s needs.

As an energy provider to 11 Member cities in Alabama, 
AMEA has a responsibility to continue to deliver reliable, 
economical energy, in a fiscally-responsible and environ-
mentally-friendly manner. We are committed to a balanced 
power supply program that promotes harmony with our 
environment, at the lowest cost to our Member cities and 
the citizens they serve.

As we look forward, we see the magnitude of the 
environmental challenges growing larger and requiring 
increasing innovation and leadership to find practical, ef-
fective, reasonable and economical answers to our stew-
ardship challenges. To meet the environmental challenges 
of the 21st century and beyond, we must be proactive in 
our commitment to provide both affordable energy and 
environmental stewardship. We look forward to working 
together to reduce the carbon footprint we all impose upon 
the environment.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
AMEA President & CEO

Put safety first this holiday

Holiday lighting displays bring joy and warmth 
to our communities and neighborhoods. Your 
public power system wants you to stay safe 

and avoid potential problems by offering a few sug-
gestions when putting up your lights this year. By 
putting safety first, you can avoid shocks and fires. 
• As you unpack your decorations, inspect the cords, 

sockets and connections to make there are no bare 
or loose wires. 

• Do not staple or nail through light strings or 
extension cords, which is likely to cause nicks or 
damage the insulation. 

• Do not overload extension cords or allow them to 
run through water. 

• Do not run extension cords under rugs or boards. 
Make sure cords are positioned where people will 
not stumble on them. 

• Check over any electrically-powered lights or dis-
plays intended for outdoors to make sure they are 
approved by a nationally-recognized certification 
organization, such as Underwriters Laboratories, 
and are marked “for outdoor use.” 

• Turn off all electrical decorations before leaving 
home or going to bed. 

• All trees, real or artificial, should be kept away 
from heat sources. Water fresh cut trees daily and 
make sure any bulbs that get hot (usually the 3- 
to 7.5-watt kind) are not touching needles on the 
tree. 

• If you’re adding new lights or decorations, consider 
purchasing the new light emitting diode (LED) 
variety.

• Timers that turn your lights on and off each 
evening are a good investment for safety and 
economy. 

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
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U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) Secretary Steven Chu says Al-
abama is getting access to another 
$36 million to make the homes of 
low-income Alabamians more energy 
efficient. The additional funding is 
part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Alabama previously received 
the first half of the $72 million 
it was allocated under the federal 
stimulus program for weatheriz-
ing homes. Chu says Alabama is receiving the second half 
because the state has completed weatherization work on 
more than 30 percent of the homes planned for improve-
ments. That’s more than 2,100 homes.

The full $72 million is supposed to make 6,650 homes 
more energy efficient. 

Weatherization reduces energy costs for low-income 
families by improving the energy efficiency of their homes. 
The assistance is free to qualifying homeowners.

Under the stimulus bill, the amount that can be spent 
on each home increased from $2,500 to $6,500, to allow 
more comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be 
implemented. The program is available for families mak-
ing up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level or about 
$44,000 a year for a family 
of four.

How does the program 
work? DOE partners with 
state-level agencies, such as 
the Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community 
Affairs (ADECA), to implement 
the Weatherization Assistance 
Program. DOE awards grants 
to state energy agencies, like 
ADECA. ADECA then partners 
with 15 local agencies, such as 
the Community Action Agency 
in each county, to deliver 
energy-efficiency services to 
low-income households.

By promoting energy ef-
ficiency and weatherization 
programs to insulate homes 
and save money, families can 
permanently cut their energy 
bills while putting thousands 
of foot soldiers to work ensur-
ing that the insulation and 
reparation gets underway.

The federally-funded 
program uses skilled techni-
cians to conduct energy audits 

Agency name / 
(Counties Served)

names / titles /  
E-mails of Officials

Agency Mailing Address telephone num-
bers

Community Action Agency of Baldwin, 
Escambia, Clarke, Monroe & Conecuh  
Counties, Inc.
(Baldwin, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, 
Monroe)

Kris Rowe, Wx Coordinator
kris.rowe@caaofbecmc.org

26440 Pollard Road
P.O. Box 250
Daphne, AL  36526 

(251) 626-2649
fax: (251) 626-2613

Community Action Committee, Inc. of 
Chambers-tallapoosa-Coosa
(Chambers, Coosa, Tallapoosa)

Kevin Walker, Wx Coordinator
kwalker@ctccac.com

170 South Broadnax Street
Dadeville, AL  36853
Chambers County Addic-
tion Center 
306 2nd St.
LaFayette, AL 36862
Chambers County Bowen 
East District Center
1319 Magnolia Rd.
Lanett, AL 36863
tallapoosa County Cooper 
rec Center
MLK Blvd.
Alex City, AL 35010

(256) 825-4287
fax: (256) 825-4280

(334) 864-8435

(334) 576-7254

Montgomery County Commission c/o 
Central Alabama regional Planning and 
Development Commission (CArPDC)
(Montgomery, Lee, Macon, Russell)

Donny Barber, Wx Manager
dbarber@carpdc.com

430 South Court Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

(866) 780-4945
fax: (334) 262-6976

Organized Community Action  
Program, Inc.
(Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, 
Crenshaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, 
Pike, Lowndes)

Annette Shepherd,  
Wx Coordinator
ashepherd@troycable.net

507 North Three Notch 
Street
P.O. Box 908
Troy, AL 36081-0908
P.O. Box 268
1727 Lee Street
Rutledge, AL 36071

(334) 566-1712
fax: (334) 566-7417

(334) 335-3910 
fax: (334) 335-3912

Community Action Agency of talladega, 
Clay, randolph, Calhoun & Cleburne  
Counties 
(Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Randolph,  
Talladega)

Bill Anderson, Wx Coordinator 
wande55046@aol.com

136 North Court Street 
P.O. Box 278
Talladega, AL  35161
201 4th Street West
Sylacauga, AL  35150   
206 Lea Street
Piedmont, AL  36272

(256) 362-8147
fax: (256) 362-7229

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 245-2056

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 447-6563

Source: ADECA

to determine which energy efficiency measures are most 
appropriate and cost-effective for each home. Typically, 
measures include installing attic and wall insulation, re-
ducing air infiltration, performing tune-ups and repairs to 
heating and cooling systems, repairing ductwork, replacing 
appliances to improve efficiency and safety, and replacing 
the incandescent lighting with compact fluorescent bulbs.

Weatherization personnel also address energy-related 
health and safety conditions, particularly carbon monoxide 
and combustion safety. All combustible gas equipment and 
gas lines are checked for leaks and infrared cameras are 
used to detect water intrusion.

By cutting the energy bills of low-income families in-
stead of offering aid, weatherization reduces dependency 
and liberates these funds for spending on more pressing 
family issues, says the DOE, noting that residential cus-
tomers consume about a fifth of the nation’s electricity 
supply.

Cutting that demand would make a big difference. On 
average, in Alabama, weatherization reduces heating bills 
by 32 percent and overall energy expenses by $413 per year 
at current prices. The spending spurs low-income communi-
ties toward job growth and economic development. Weath-
erization returns $1.30 in energy-related benefits for every 
$1 invested in the program, according to ADECA.

Alabama gets additional $36 million to weatherize homes

Agencies administering Alabama’s Weatherization Assistance Program
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Alabama Power is close to com-
pleting a six-year, $1.7 billion 
clean-air initiative designed to 

further protect air quality in Alabama. 
The initiative, launched in 2005, 

involved the design and installation 
of seven enormous “scrubbers” at the 
company’s largest coal-fired generating 
units. Six scrubbers are now operat-
ing at four Alabama Power plants in 
Jefferson, Shelby, Walker and Mobile 
counties. The seventh scrubber, also 
in Jefferson County, will come on line 
next year. 

Scrubbers, which cost more than 
$200 million each, are state-of-the-art 
environmental technology that reduce 
emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO2) and 
help prevent the formation of fine par-
ticle pollution in the atmosphere. Com-
bined with other technologies already 
installed at Alabama Power plants, the 
scrubbers will also help reduce mercury 
emissions. By next year, two-thirds of 
Alabama Power’s coal-fired generating 
fleet will be equipped with this clean-
air technology.

In all, the seven scrubbers are 
expected to cut SO2 emissions by more 
than 200,000 tons per year. Once the 
final scrubber begins operating, the 
company expects to report a two-
thirds cut in SO2 emissions since 1997, 
thanks to the new technology. 

“We are always looking for ways 
to meet customer demand for reliable 
power while reducing our emissions,” 
said Charles McCrary, Alabama Power 
president and CEO. “Our investment in 
scrubbers means we can continue to 
serve our customers while doing our 
part to improve air quality.”

Alabama Power has also completed 
a wave of construction to install mas-
sive, selective catalytic reduction (SCR) 
technology at its plants in Jefferson, 
Shelby, Walker and Mobile counties. 
SCRs help reduce emissions of nitrogen 
oxides (NOx), a component of ground-

Energy Industry Update

Plant Miller

level ozone. Over the past 12 years, the 
company has reduced its NOx emissions 
by more than 75 percent. 

Alabama Power has a strong record 
of environmental compliance and has 
always met or done better than the 
government standards designed to 
protect public health. The installa-
tion of environmental technologies at 
Alabama Power plants over the past 
decade are part of a broader, ongoing 
community-wide effort to further im-
prove air quality in Birmingham, Mo-
bile and across the state. These efforts 
are paying off. Last year, for example, 
fine particle monitors operated by 
government agencies across Alabama 
posted their best numbers since instal-
lation of the monitors in 1999. State 
regulators, meanwhile, have said air 
quality is better now in Birmingham 
than at any time in the past 75 years. 

The company’s investment in 
clean-air technologies has also helped 
provide an economic boost to the Bir-
mingham and Mobile regions. During 
peak construction, Alabama Power’s 
$1.7 billion scrubber initiative was 

Electric utilities invest  
in clean air initiatives

responsible for creating more than 
2,300 jobs.   

“This investment is not only good 
for the environment, it’s also good for 
Alabama’s economy,” McCrary said.  

Alabama Power has more than 
100 professionals working full-time on 
environmental issues – from ensuring 
the company complies with all envi-
ronmental rules, to finding ways to 
improve environmental performance. 
The work includes researching new, 
alternative and renewable sources of 
generating power that work in our 
region, as well as helping customers 
use energy more efficiently. 

The installation of cutting-edge 
environmental technologies at Ala-
bama Power coal-fired plants means 
the company can continue to operate 
these reliable, low-cost facilities for 
years to come, while at the same time 
working to further improve air qual-
ity. Over the long run, these improve-
ments mean greater protection for the 
environment and savings for Alabama 
Power customers.      

Source: Alabama Power Company 
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Opelika to Honor Col. Robert Howard  
Veterans Day marked by a  

special visit by Governor Bob Riley

By Jan Gunter

Each year, the 
City of Ope-
lika kicks off 

Veterans Day with a 
breakfast at the Elks 
Lodge, followed by 
special services at the 
Veterans Memorial 
Monument at City Hall 
in downtown Opelika, 
to honor our military 
men and women who 
have served their 
country so bravely 
through the years.  

This year’s service 
will focus exclusively 
around the Veterans 
Memorial Monument 
at City Hall. Instead of a “sit down meal,” breakfast refreshments will be offered 
at City Hall, starting at 8 a.m., and prior to the beginning of the Veterans Day 
services, Nov. 11, which will begin at 9 a.m. 

The City of Opelika will pay tribute to Col. Robert Howard by unveiling a 
special plaque in his honor at the Veterans Memorial Monument.  Col. Howard was 
the most decorated soldier of the Vietnam War, and an Opelika native, who was 
awarded the Medal of Honor (among several other distinguished awards and med-
als) for his many heroic deeds and acts of valor during his five tours in Vietnam.  

Helping the City of Opelika to honor Col. Howard this year will be Alabama 
Governor Bob Riley, who will be one of the keynote speakers at this year’s Veter-
ans Day services.  Governor Riley will present a special proclamation to the family 
of Col. Howard on behalf of the State of Alabama, proclaiming that beginning 
on Nov. 11, the bridge crossing Interstate 85 at the TigerTown exit (#58) will be 
called the Colonel Robert L. Howard Bridge.

“The City of Opelika is extremely proud to pay tribute to one of America’s 
most highly decorated heroes, who just happens to be one of our very own,” said 
Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller.  “We are also very honored to welcome Governor Riley, 
Representative Mike Hubbard and others on the day we pause to commemorate the 
service of so many. It means a great deal to us that they would make this a prior-
ity on such a special day for America’s service men and women.”

The City of Opelika invites everyone to join us on Nov. 11 as we pay tribute to 
Col. Howard and all of those who have served our country with honor and valor, 
reminding everyone the important message we deliver every year – freedom isn’t 
free.

For more information, go to www.opelika.org.

Veterans Memorial Monument

If you are graduating from 
high school in the spring of 2011 
and you receive your electricity 
from an Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) Member, you 
could qualify for a $2,500 scholar-
ship in the 2011 AMEA Scholarship 
Program.

For the past 18 years, AMEA has 
assisted deserving students in each 
of its 11 Member cities (Alexander 
City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFay-
ette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Pied-
mont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) with 
their first-year tuition to a state 
university. Recognizing that many 
high school seniors seek training in 
a technical or trade program, AMEA 
added a technical school scholarship 
in 2004.

To be eligible for either of 
AMEA’s scholarships, a student’s 
family must receive electric service 
from a Member’s electric utility and 
the student must attend an Ala-
bama college or university.

Applications are currently avail-
able from school counselors in these 
Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.
com, Scholarship Program. Applica-
tions are reviewed and selected by 
an independent panel of college 
guidance personnel. Application 
deadline is Monday, Feb. 7, 2011.

For more information on the 
program, contact your school coun-
selor or Pamela Poole, AMEA’s Schol-
arship Program Coordinator, (800) 
239-2632, Ext. 110, (334) 387-3504, 
or pam@amea.com.

Apply for the 2011 AMEA 
Scholarship Program



ALABAMA CURRENTS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010   9

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

Alexander City’s new Recreation Road opens
By Tracy Kendrick

Russell Corporation donated its pool complex to the City of Alexander City with the understanding that a new 
access road would be built. On Aug. 12, the new access road, Recreation Road, officially opened with a ribbon 
cutting by Alexander City Mayor Barbara Young. The Public Works Department and City Council were also on 

hand for the event.
Construction on the new road was delayed due to rain in the early part of the year. The new road provides access to 

the pool complex from U.S. Highway 280. Recreation Road also provides access to Harbor Learning, a day care, located next 
to the pool complex. A roundabout is also included in the new road. 

Recreation Road was designed and built by the city’s Engineering and Street Department. Dunn Construction was 
responsible for the paving.  Marty Kendrick, Mitch Kendrick and Tim Strickland were instrumental in constructing the new 
road. They spent countless hours working to make the road construction a success. Their hard work and dedication helped 
to save the city thousands of dollars. According to Gerard Brewer, City Engineer, around $70,000 was saved on the engi-
neering and staking process and around $40,000 was saved on the construction.  

The Alexander City Light Department also played a part in the pool complex. An existing feeder had to be re-routed to 
new lines that run along Recreation Road. The Light Department ran 1,200 feet of overhead wire and 900 feet of under-
ground wire. In addition to the ball fields and pool, the Light Department will power the lighting on Recreation Road. 

“Recreation Road is another great success in Alexander City,” said Mayor Young. “The City of Alexander City and its 
residents should be proud of the great job done on Recreation Road and the pool complex. This new road and new lighting 
is an excellent example of a job well done by the employees of our city.”

tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY:  
Day time (256) 409-2080 After hours/holidays –  

Call Police Dept. 256) 234-3421 – DO nOt CALL 911
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ognized by both the USDF and USEF (United States Equestrian 
Federation) for competition.

The Ridge offers professional trainers who provide lessons 
for riders of all levels. At the 2010 American Eventing Cham-
pionships, three “Ridge Riders” placed sixth, seventh, and 
eleventh against 70 of the top event horses in the nation.

For anyone who has been to camp as a youth, the ex-
perience is priceless. SuCaro Ridge offers week-long camps, 
day and overnight camps to those looking to enhance their 
riding. In addition to riding lessons, campers are taught the 
importance of caring for horses. The camp experience provides 
wonderful life lessons for the full appreciation of caring for 
life’s precious creatures.

Adult camps are ideal for those who wish to be im-
mersed in an intensive training program without having to 
worry about cell phones, email, and traffic. Campers have the 
chance to get away from it all and fully enjoy their passion 
for horses. Campers may even have the chance to experience 
Grand Prix dressage movements, such as piaffe and passage. 
In the evenings, there is even time for a glass of wine and 
winding down. 

Adult camps can be scheduled for groups of four or more.
Ms. Pirtle and her expert staff truly endorse their motto: 

“Where the horses are strong, the riders are beautiful, and 
the results are way above average.” For anyone who seeks to 
take their riding skills to the next level, The Ridge is your 
destination.

The Ridge is located at 1741 County Road 29, Tuskegee. 
For more information, call (334) 727-3914 (barn phone), 
or (334) 328-4553 (manager phone), or e-mail c.prescott@
sucaroridge.com. You can also visit The Ridge web site at www.
sucaroridge.com.

SuCaro Ridge, “The Farm at Milstead,” is located on 
County Road 29, off U.S. Highway 80, in Macon 
County. There is no sign marking its presence, how-

ever, you will know when you have arrived.
Right out of a picture book from Kentucky riding 

stables and farms, SuCaro Ridge is nestled between a heavily 
wooded area that opens up to expansive cultured land that 
boasts stables, arenas, bunkhouse, jump courses and trails. 
Although bustling with activity of riders and trainers work-
ing in different arenas and loving dogs there to greet you 
upon arrival, there is a serene, idyllic calm for those with 
love of horses and the outdoors.

Owned by Judy Pirtle, United States Dressage Founda-
tion, Inc (USDF) Gold Medalist, “SuCaro,” is derived from the 
names of her daughters, Susan and Caroline. The Ridge is 
there to train and develop the dressage and event horse and 
rider to be as one for competition or to ride at the best of 
their ability. Like the beautifully tended 40-acre facility with 
shade trees and landscaping, the philosophy of the trainers 
is the same: attention to detail matters.

Several affordable boarding options are available includ-
ing both outside board and full stall board. Show horses are 
offered a full boarding option that includes lamps and ex-
tensive blanketing to ensure the finest of coats. In addition 
to the original barn, the 20-stall boarder barn is insulated, 
equipped with exhaust fans, and features 12” x 14” over-
sized stalls with individual lights and outlets. Hot and cold 
wash racks are also available. Turnout options are extensive 
and seek to meet the needs of the boarder.

Ms. Pirtle and her staff understate their past achieve-
ments and focus on the rider, the horse and providing the 
best and only facility in Alabama to host competitions rec-

Macon County boasts Alabama’s premiere  
Equestrian Training and Boarding Center

By Suzette Jelinek
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Poppies and Bachelor’s Buttons adorn the jumping arena
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The Lanett Senior Center has 
been sponsored by the City 
of Lanett since August 1977. 

Hours of operation are 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m. daily (EST). We invite all of our 
citizens, age 55 and over, to come 
and participate.  

The Senior Center serves meals 
approximately 241 days annually. The 
program was developed to give seniors 
a place to go for a balanced, nutritious 
meal and to socialize and interact with 
others. The program is regulated at the 
federal, state and municipal levels.  

Presently, there are 32 congregate 
clients who have lunch five days a 
week at the Senior Center. Thirty-eight 
meals are delivered five days a week 
to home-bound citizens. Twenty-one 
clients receive five frozen meals each 
Wednesday. The frozen meal program 
reaches out to the needy in the entire 
county and this allows that individual 
to have face-to-face contact with an-
other person.

Daily activities include games such 
as dominoes, checkers and Wii bowl-
ing, while some of the seniors take 
advantage of the computers that are 
available at the Senior Center. A few 
watch television, read, or put together 
large puzzles.   

Some of the services offered are 
four public education speakers per 
month, daily nutrition education, 
blood pressure clinic twice monthly, 
and low-impact exercise that is offered 
each day by an exercise leader.  

Seniors are encouraged to partici-
pate in the Masters Games District and 
state meets. The City of Lanett has 
hosted a Wii Tournament and played 
in three others. Several of our seniors 
have won numerous medals at the Mas-
ters Games at district and state levels. 

City vans are available for the 
seniors to enjoy Senior Center trips 
where they may go out to eat locally 
or perhaps to another city for shop-

ping or to attend the Masters Games. 
Sometimes, seniors travel to Calla-
way Gardens to view the spectacular 
Fantasy in Lights. That trip is usually 
sponsored by a local business which 
pays for the trip as well as a meal for 
the seniors.  We are fortunate to have 
several local businesses that make 
donations and sponsor our seniors in 
many events.  

Jane Farrar, Senior Center Manag-
er, said, “I love my job because it helps 
so many people who would otherwise 
be forgotten. By helping them, I help 
myself.”  

Ms. Farrar has been manager of 
the Senior Center since August 1977. 
The Senior Center is located in the City 
of Lanett Recreation Department under 
the supervision of Ronnie Tucker, Rec-
reation Director. 

On Aug. 20, 2007, the City of 
Lanett was awarded a Community De-

velopment Block Grant (CDBG) Commu-
nity Enhancement Grant in the amount 
of $250,000 to redesign and re-roof the 
Lanett Senior Center, as well as make 
site improvements. The project added 
a green space park area with a walk-
ing track and a pavilion with a picnic 
table. The walking track has several 
benches along the way for our seniors 
to enjoy the fresh air and sunshine. 
There is a ramp at the back door to the 
park area to make the building ADA 
compliant.  

We are proud of the new improve-
ments at the Senior Center and invite 
all our citizens to take advantage of 
the green space park. 

NOTE: Last year, Alabama Cur-
rents featured an article on Myrtle B. 
Burdell, who was a World War II nurse. 
Ms. Burdell died Friday, Sept. 10, at 
Bethany House in Auburn.  Graveside 
services were held at Burning Bush 
Baptist Church Cemetery in Ringgold, 
GA. Ms. Burdell was such an asset 
to our area. She provided excellent 
medical care as an industrial nurse for 
many local citizens who worked for 
West Point Pepperell. She was a great 
lady who will be dearly missed. 

Lanett Senior Center Green Space Park Walking Trail

Lanett Senior Center provides needed services to area seniors
By Jennie Gunnells
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The 10th Annual Heritage Harbor Days is scheduled 
for Nov. 5-7 at Heritage Park in Foley. Join festival 
volunteers as they welcome back to Foley the sister 

cities that have partnered throughout the last 10 years, 
from Guymon, OK to Ozark, MO, and from Grapevine, TX to 
Winchester, TN, and all cities in between. 

The Foley Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) and 
the City of Foley proudly celebrate this cultural heritage 
exchange that has entertained and educated thousands of 
festival participants for the past nine years.

Heritage Harbor Days strives to promote the apprecia-
tion and preservation of the local heritage while creating a 
family-oriented atmosphere. Three days of art, food, music 
and fun fill the park downtown as the Foley CVB presents 
this award-winning event. The mission of the Heritage Har-
bor Days is to become a leading tourism event celebrating 
our culture and heritage. The event is free to the public.

Heritage Harbor Days began in 2001 to celebrate the 
lifestyle and culture of the Foley and Gulf Coast communi-
ties. In addition, the festival seized the opportunity to 
showcase “Foley Pride,” regionally and nationally.  Teaming 
up with Guymon, OK, in 2000, the two tourism bureau direc-
tors, Kathy Danielson of the Foley CVB and Melyn Johnson of 
Guymon, OK, saw the potential of sharing each city’s culture 
through a festival exchange.  

Over the past 10 years, Foley has taken a 28-foot shrimp 
boat, the Miss Foley, and a small slice of rich culture to visit 
a sister city. With that city, Foley shared its boat builders, 
net makers, fried green tomatoes, seafood, country music, 
beach music, gospel choir, and its people - all representing 

the varied heritage of the Alabama Gulf Coast area. After 
traveling to the exchange city and being a part it its local 
festival, the sister city reciprocated with a visit to Foley to 
become a part of the Heritage Harbor Days. And, the festival 
would never have become as popular as it has become with-
out the many volunteers from our local citizens.

Activities will include:
• Celebrate America Day, Sunday, Nov. 7. It all begins with 

a Veterans Parade at 1:45 p.m., followed by a Veterans 
Ceremony to be held on the Main Stage at 3 p.m. Then 
at 4 p.m., local duo John and Jim will perform. Then 
taking the stage from 5 until 6 p.m. is the City Rhythm 
Big Band from Mobile. Bring your lawn chairs and blan-
kets and enjoy an afternoon of fun and festivities as we 
salute our veterans.

• The Children’s Art Village is a “fun-tastic” area specially 
designed to educate and entertain kids of all ages. It 
contains its own child-oriented entertainment stage 
featuring dance performances, theatrical performances, 
martial arts demonstrations, and more. It will also have 
hands-on arts and crafts and face painting all three 
days, as well as a giant sandbox with plenty of sand 
toys.

• The Bon Secour Chapter DAR will again host the Liv-
ing History tent at the Heritage Harbor Days honor-
ing World War II veterans. World War II veterans are 
encouraged to join us at any time during this three-day 
event. There will be video documentaries playing on a 
big screen television throughout the festival as well as 
World War II memorabilia displays. 

• Kent Rollins, a chuck wagon cook and poet, will be 
giving cooking demonstrations and reciting cowboy po-
etry. An old chuck wagon and cast iron cooking utensils 
will all be on site representing the authentic cowboy 
way of life.

• Other events of interest will include the wooden boat 
show, model train exhibit at the Foley Railroad Muse-
um, quilting demonstrations, arts and crafts, and other 
items of interest. 

Mark your calendar for the 10th Annual Heritage Harbor 
Days in Foley. For more information, visit, www.heritagehar-
bordays.com.
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Heritage Harbor Days and the 

City of Foley CVB celebrate 
10th anniversary of event

By David Horton
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First Economic Summit on Jobs  
held at the Dothan Civic Center

By Joette Booker and Cassandra Milton

In the spirit of past efforts by the community, the City 
of Dothan, Houston County and the Dothan Area Cham-
ber of Commerce joined forces to host the first annual 

Economic Summit on Jobs in September.
Creating good paying jobs is the means to ensure the 

future success of the City of Dothan and Houston County. 
In recognizing that successful economic development is a 
community-wide effort, all local citizens were encouraged to 
register for the Summit. 

Approximately 200 residents participated in one of the 
Summit’s seven groups, which were designed to focus the 
community’s energy and effort on creating the jobs nec-
essary to continue moving this community forward. The 
seven groups were agriculture, aviation, entrepreneurship, 
infrastructure, medical and health care, quality of life, and 
workforce development.

The Alabama Industrial Development Training (AIDT), a 
partner in the Summit, facilitated and engaged residents in 
each group as they developed projects to be completed over 
the next 12 months. 

The Summit was designed to be an annual event cultivat-
ing and nurturing the characteristics that will bring success 
to the residents and businesses of the City of Dothan and 
Houston County.

“Economic development is an important part of strength-
ening communities by creating and retaining jobs,” said 
Dothan Mayor Mike Schmitz. “It is vitally important, now 
more than ever, that our community comes together as one 
to overcome complex issues as we move forward to create jobs 
for the future. The success of the Economic Summit on Jobs 
is proof that our residents not only want a better future, but 
that they are also willing to work hard to achieve it.” 

To become an active participant in future meetings or to 
obtain further information, please contact Valerie Harris, City 
of Dothan, (334) 615-3405.

Dothan Mayor Mike Schmitz addresses the media during the Economic 
Summit on Jobs press conference.
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SUB offers new IVR system for 
reporting outages

By Darol Russell

The Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB) 
is offering a new service which 
will make responding to outage 

calls more efficient than ever before. 
The new system will use Interactive 
Voice Response (IVR) technology to 
answer outage calls from customers, giving 
on-duty personnel the ability to concentrate on dispatch-
ing crews and restoring service quickly.

Customers will have the convenience of a dedicated 
number available when reporting an outage. Your address 
and account and phone numbers are very important for this 
system to operate properly.

When you call the new system, you will need to speak 
your telephone number, or enter your telephone number 
using your phone’s touch-tone keypad. The system will use 
a telephone number we have on file for your account to 
signal our 24- hour dispatcher. After the system matches 
your phone number to your location, it will provide the on-
duty dispatcher with all the known information about your 
account. Name, address, account number, phone number, 
meter number, and line section are available at a glance. The 
dispatcher can then provide that information to a service 
technician for faster response time and enhanced trouble-
shooting capability. 

The reality is that no utility could ever staff enough 
employees to personally answer each trouble call that comes 
in during an outage. During a power outage, depending on 
its severity, hundreds of customers could call at once to 
report their outage. Utilities are faced with the option of 
either letting their customers hear a busy signal or giv-
ing them an automated system to immediately answer and 
report their outage. Your call and message will be recorded 
and an instant message will alert our dispatcher the moment 
that you connect with the service. 

If there is no match to the phone number, the system 
will prompt the caller to leave a detailed message including 
the customer name, location, and any additional information 
that might help restore service or locate the problem. All 
messages are checked and callbacks are started once service 
is restored to insure that everyone is back on. 

Cell phone numbers matched with your account are very 
important. If the power is off, most cordless phone systems 
will be off as well. You may register up to three telephone 
numbers.

Please fill out the coupon located inside your bill during 
the months of October through December 2010 for a chance 
to win a $50 gift card. Drawings will be held at the end of 
each month. One coupon per customer per month, please.
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Christmas comes early to  
students in Piedmont

By Ben Singleton

Christmas came early for students in grades 4 
through 12 at Piedmont City Schools in Sep-
tember.

A one-to-one laptop initiative came true where 
over 750 MacBook laptop computers and backpack car-
rying cases were distributed to each student, grades 4 
through 12. 

This was a dream of Piedmont School Superinten-
dent Matt Akin and School Technology Coordinator 
Rena Seals. Students keep the laptops 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week throughout the school year and only 
have to turn them in during the summer for updates. 
These laptops are the student’s books and notebooks. 
The laptops were also an environmental move, which 
helps cut down on paper for handouts and homework 
assignments. 

Each of the school buildings are equipped with 
wireless networks which will allow students to use 
the laptops for their classroom assignments. This will 
enable them to bring more real life opportunities and 
experiences to their fingertips than a typical textbook 
can.  

Piedmont is the only school system in Alabama 
that has the laptop initiative. 

“Our hope is that this initiative will bring about 
a better quality of life and learning, not only for the 
students of Piedmont, but for the residents as well,” 
said Akin.

Piedmont students Noah Cole Maddox and Kaitlyn Lawler work 
on their new laptops. (Photo courtesy of Anita Kilgore, The Piedmont 
Journal).

Fairhope experiments with 
new LED street lights

By D. Fran Morley

The City of Fairhope is experiment-
ing with new LED street lighting, 
which Electric Superintendent 

Scott Sligh says uses less electricity and 
creates more uniform illumination around 
the lights. 

“We’ve installed several of these at city 
facilities and took measurements compar-
ing the old-style lights with the new,” said 
Sligh. “The first thing we noticed is that 
the new lights consume about 33 percent 
less energy than the old ones. They also 
come on instantly and don’t have to ‘warm 
up’ like the old high-pressure sodium 
lights. At first glance, they seemed to be 
not as bright right next to the light pole, 
but then we observed that they were 
evenly bright in areas around the pole, close in and further 
out. We confirmed what our eyes saw with actual light 
readings taken in over 200 places and we plotted these 
readings out, in order to make a photometric-type graph.”

Sligh said he plans to present the findings to the 
Fairhope City Council. 

“We are doing a number of things that will improve ef-
ficiency, reduce energy consumption, and generally lessen 
Fairhope’s overall environmental footprint. For example, 
the City has ordered a battery/hybrid bucket truck. We 

are now using 
recyclable and 
safe soybean oil 
in our transform-
ers instead of 
petroleum, and 
we are using 
recycled steel 
power transmis-
sion poles, when 
possible, instead 
of concrete.” 

Fairhope 
already is in the 
process of replac-
ing old traffic 
lights with LED 
lights that burn 
brighter and use 
less energy.
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Places to Go and Things to Do
Alexander City

nov. 4, Alexander City Parks and recreation 
(ACPr) 50+, BJCC Christmas village 
Festival trip.  For more information, call 
(256) 329-2910.

nov. 8 and 9, ACPr 50+ Gatlinburg, tn, 
trip. For more information, call (256) 
329-2910.

nov. 14, 1-5 p.m., Annual holiday Open 
house. A decades-long tradition, local 
businesses open their doors to showcase 
the season’s most festive decorations and 
merchandise.

nov. 16, 6 p.m., Adelia M. russell Library. 
Award-winning journalist and sports 
columnist Clyde Bolton. The program is 
free and open to the public. Guests are 
invited to stay for refreshments.

nov. 17, ACPr 50+ Annual thanksgiving 
Luncheon. Special guest speaker. For 
more information, call (256) 329-2910.

nov. 20, 8 a.m.-12 p,m, Farmer’s Market 
Special Edition. Get your holiday needs 
at the special Farmers Market on Board 
Street at the fountain. Sweet potatoes, 
greens, jam, jellies, honey, syrup, baked 
items and other specialty products will 
be available.

Dec. 3-18, Adelia M. russell Library. Hostind 
a display of nutcrackers from around the 
world. A working nutcracker barstool 
from Germany and European incense 
burner will be on display. Exhibit 
coordinated by Sheralyn Belyeu.

Dec. 6-31, Adelia M. russell Library. Art on 
display and will include first, second and 
third place paintings in acrylics by Faith 
Christian Academy’s art classes under the 
instruction of Mrs. Vickie Waters.

Dec. 6, 6 p.m., hometown Christmas Parade. 
One of East Alabama’s; largest parades 
winds through downtown with elaborate 
floats, dancers, Santa Claus and more.

Dec. 9, ACPr 50+ Calloway Gardens 
Christmas village and Fantasy of 
Lights trip. For more information, call 
(256) 329-2910.

Dec. 11, 11 a.m., Adelia M. russell Library. 
Join Greta Lambert of the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival for a special 
celebration of the Nutcracker at Mamie’s 
Place Children’s Library.

Dec. 15, ACPr 50+ Annual Christmas 
Mystery trip Adventure. $10 fee.  For 
more information, call (256) 329-2910.

Dec. 16, 3:30-6:30 p.m., Adelia M. russell 
Library. Students of Sandra Stark’s 
Piano Studio will present an assortment 
of “Christmas Carols on the Keyboard.” 
There will also be some Christmas sing-
a-longs. 

Dec. 17, ACPr 50+ Annual Christmas Dinner 
& Dance. Live entertainment. Cost is 
$12 per person and you must pay before 
Dec. 14. For more information, call (256) 
329-2910.

Dothan

Oct. 29-nov. 7, national Peanut 
Festival Fair. NPF Fairgrounds. U.S. 
Highway 231 South.  Visit www.
nationalpeanutfestival.com, or call (334) 
793-4323 for times, admission fees, 
concert lineup and special offers. 

nov. 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 23, 16, 17, 18, Living 
history Week Seasonal Session. 
Landmark Park, Dothan. School groups 
will experience living and working on a 
Wiregrass Farmstead in the early 1900s. 
Kids will have a chance to cook on a 
hearth, garden, sew, split wood, build 
fires and take care of the farm animals, 
all while costumed in period dress. The 
half-day program runs from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and concludes with a meal in the Waddell 
House, prepared by the students. This 
session is only open to pre-registered 
school groups. For more information, 
contact Landmark Park, (334) 794-3452, or 
laurav@landmarkpark.com.

nov. 6, national Peanut Festival Parade. 
Annual two-mile parade honoring the 
peanut farmer featuring bands, state and 
local officials, special guests and local 
beauty queens. This year’s Grand Marshal 
will be Ann Varnum.  

nov. 19 and 20, Faithful Fingers Bizarre 
Bazaar, Family Life Center, Covenant 
United Methodist Church, 3610 W. Main 
Street, Dothan. A preview sale will be held 
Friday from 5-7 p.m. for $5 payable at 
the door. Early shoppers will be provided 
with a chili supper. Saturday admission is 
free and the hours are 9 a.m.-12 noon. All 
items for sale are handmade by members 
of the group and others who contribute 
but are unable to come to the weekly 
meetings. For more information, contact 
Carole Lee, (334) 792-6240, (334) 714-1786; 
or Lauren Ware, (334) 793-4440, lauren@
covenantdothan.org. 

nov. 20, American Indian history Festival. 
Dothan Civic Center. Activities include 
gourd dancing, grand entry in traditional 
dress, traditional powwow dancing, stomp 
dance, host northern drum and host 
Southern drum, guest Southern drum, 
flute music, living history exhibits by 
recognized tribes, storytelling and lots 
of door prizes for the audience. This 
year’s guest flutist will be Emerson Begay 
(Navajo). Other special guests include The 
Nation of Change Dancers, Muscogee Creek 
Nation Stomp Dancers Speedy & Saundra 
Harley and story teller Laura Sanders (Star 
Clan of Creek Indians). Doors open at 4:30 
p.m. Admission cost is $10 for spectators; 
children 5 & under enter free. More event 
information is available at www.aifestival.
net.

nov. 27, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., Farm Program. 
Wiregrass Farmstead. Learn about turn-
of-the-century farming methods. Free 
with paid gate admission. Registration 
required. Co-sponsored by the Alabama 
Agricultural Museum. Topic for November 
is soap making. For more information, 
contact Landmark Park, (334) 794-3452, or 
laurav@landmarkpark.com.

Dec. 1-17, Christmas Past Seasonal Session. 
Landmark Park, Dothan. Students in pre-
school-6th grade will have a chance to 
experience an old-fashioned Christmas 
with storytelling, games, and cider 
sipping. They will also have a chance 
to create an old-fashioned ornament. 
Students will attend either a morning 
session from 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. or an 
afternoon session from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
This session is only open to pre-registered 
school groups. For more information, 
contact Landmark Park, (334) 794-3452, or 
laurav@landmarkpark.com.

Dec. 3, A Southern Christmas Carol. Dothan 
Opera House. In its second year, the 
Friends of the Opera House present 
this very special musical.  Based on 
A Christmas Carol, this heart-warming 
play takes place in the South during the 
Great Depression. Call (334) 615-3175 for 
tickets.

Dec. 4 and 5, the nutcracker. Dothan 
Civic Center. The classic ballet is 
performed by some of Southeast 
Alabama’s most talented dancers. Watch 
as all the characters come to life. 
Call (334) 702-7139, or visit www.
southeastalabamadacecompany.org. 

Dec. 5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., A Downtown 
Christmas. Music, food, crafts, and 
vendors line the streets to celebrate this 
wonderful time of year. Free family fun. 
N. Foster Street in downtown Dothan. 
Play in freshly made snow, visit with 
Santa Claus, ride the Boll Weevil Choo 
Choo, listen to the Christmas carols 
and more. Plenty of vendors on hand 
showcasing handmade arts and crafts, 
with a separate resale market. Visit www.
thedowntowngroup.com/christmas.html 
for more information.

Dec. 5, 1 p.m., Christmas Decorating 
Workshop. Bring a little holiday cheer to 
Landmark Park. A snack will be provided 
and volun teers will have a chance to 
create their own old-fashioned ornament 
to take home. The workshop is free 
with paid gate admission. Registration 
required. For more information, contact 
Landmark Park, (334) 794-3452, or 
laurav@landmarkpark.com.

Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., Music South’s holiday 
Gala & Dinner. Dothan Civic Center. 
Featuring The Atlanta Pops Orchestra. 
Come experience quality orchestral 
music as the conductor guides you 
through a holiday musical journey. For 
more information, call (334) 677.3431, 
or e-mail info@musicsouth.com. You 
can also find more information at www.
musicsouth.com.

Dec. 7, Annual Christmas tree Lighting. 
Dothan Civic Center parking lot. For more 
information, contact the Department of 
Leisure Services, (334) 615-3700

Dec. 7, Music South holiday Concert, Dinner 
& Silent Auction. Every year, Music 
South brings together musicians from 
all over the world to come and perform 
during the holiday season.  Dinner/
Silent Auction, 6-7 p.m., with concert 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Visit www.
musicsouth.com, or call the Dothan 
Civic Center, (334) 615-3175, for more 
information. 

Dec. 11, Olde Fashioned Carol Sing. Join in 
the fun and sing with the Friends of the 
Opera House as they present a collection 
of well-known Christmas carols. Call 
(334) 615-3175 for information.

Dec, 12, 1 p.m., victorian Christmas. 
Landmark Park, Dothan. Experience 
Christmas past with mulled cider, hot 
chocolate, a circuit riding preacher 
(Headland Presbyterian Church, 2 p.m.), 
old-fashioned decorations, turn-of-the-
century desserts and music. Admission is 
free for everyone. For more information, 
contact Landmark Park, (334) 794-3452, 
or laurav@landmarkpark.com.
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Dec. 17-19, Santa’s Workshop. Watch Patti 
Rutland Jazz Dance Company as they 
present this wonderful production about 
Santa’s elves.  Call (334) PRJ-5678, or 
visit www.pattirutlandjazz.com, for more 
information.

Dec. 27-31, Downtown Dothan hoops Classic. 
Annual event featuring basketball teams 
from all over the Wiregrass region. For 
more information, call the City of Dothan 
Leisure Services, (334) 615-3700.

Fairhope

nov. 18, 5:30 p.m., City of Fairhope tree 
Lighting Celebration. Downtown 
Fairhope. For information, call (251) 929-
1466

nov. 20, 6:30 p.m., Downtown Fairhope 
Business Association

holiday Movie in Street, The Polar Express. For 
information, call (251) 929-1466

nov. 21, 1-5 p.m., Downtown Fairhope 
holiday Open house. Kick off your 
holiday shopping in downtown Fairhope. 
For information, call (251) 929-1466.

Dec. 4, 7 p.m., Fairhope’s Magical Christmas 
Parade. Downtown Fairhope. For 
information, call (251) 929-1466.

Dec. 11, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Santa Saturday. 
Bring your camera and visit with Santa 
at the Fairhope Welcome Center. For 
information, call (251) 929-1466.

Foley

nov. 5-7, 10th Annual heritage harbor Days 
Festival. Heritage Park. Downtown 
Foley. It is a three-day cultural exchange 
between Foley and a sister city from 
across the country. Entertainment will 
include Alabama Blues Brothers, Three 
on a String from Birmingham, as well 
as local favorites. Other activities and 
events will include Chuck Wagon Cook; the 
model train exhibit; the Living History 
Tent honoring the WWII veterans; the 
Children’s Art Village; veterans parade 
and ceremony; a wooden boat show; arts 
and crafts; food booths, and much, much 
more. The event is free to the public. For 
more information, please contact the 
Foley CVB at (251) 943-1200, or visit www.
heritageharbordays.com.

Gulf Shores

nov. 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 2nd Annual harvest 
- A Festival of Gifts. Gulf Shores 
United Methodist Church - South 
Campus. Admission is free.
Featuring original works from local 
artists and crafters, a silent auction, 
art gallery, an eco-friendly art area, 
and entertainment. All proceeds will 
benefit the contributing local artists, 
Gulf Shores United Methodist Church, 
and provide scholarships for the 
Mothers Day Out/Preschool ministry. 
For more information, contact: 
(251) 968-4328, (251) 583-6352, or 
nursecall1@hotmail.com 

Magnolia Spring

nov. 5 and 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Seventh 
Annual Market Days, St. Paul’s, 
Magnolia Springs. St. Paul’s Market 
Days will include delectable 
delights from St. Paul’s All-Day 
Bakery, luncheons at the food 
court, timesaving frozen homemade 
casseroles, the Church Pantry (with 
home canned goods, Christmas cards, 
and much more), and dozens of 
indoor and outdoor vendors offering 
everything from fine art to custom 
pottery and hand-painted furniture. 
All funds benefit the preservation of 
the historic chapel and the church’s 
programs. For more information, call 
Adelynn Boudin (251) 610-8510 or 
(251) 928-9584. You can also visit the 
church’s web site for photos of the 
historic chapel, www.stpaulsms.org.

Opelika

nov. 7, 1-5 p.m., Christmas Open house. 
Historic Downtown Opelika. 

Dec. 1, 4 p.m., Opelika’s Annual Christmas 
Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
Downtown Opelika.

Dec. 10, 6-9 p.m., Christmas in a railroad 
town. Downtown Opelika

Dec. 8-12, 5 p.m., victorian Front Porch 
Christmas Driving tour. Walking Tour, 
6 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 11.

Dec. 16, 5 p.m., Collinwood Luminaries.

Piedmont

Dec. 4, 8 a.m., Piedmont half Marathon. 
The marathon will start at Piedmont’s 
Eubanks Welcome Center and will end 
at the Jacksonville Community Center.  
For more information, please contact 
the Piedmont Park and Recreation 
Department, (256) /447-3367.     

Point Clear

nov. 20, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Fall Festival, St. 
Francis Traditional Episcopal Church. 
Point Clear. There will be local vendors 
offering hand knits, embroidered items, 
pine needle baskets, wooden bowls, etc. 
The silent auction items are always an 
opportunity to purchase great deals and 
there will also be some raffle items. New 
this year will be a section for children to 
make gifts. Patrons always enjoy a lunch 
including Elberta sausages, corn dogs, 
chips, and drinks. The church is located 
one mile south of the Grand Hotel on 
scenic Highway 98.

Sylacauga

nov. 5-7, Sylacauga’s holiday Open house. 
On Sunday, businesses will be open from 
1 until 5 p.m.

the B.B. Comer Library hosts the Brown Bag 
Series at the Harry I. Brown Auditorium. 
Refreshments are offered beginning at 11 
a.m. and the program begins at 12 noon.  
On Wednesday, Nov. 3, Frances Robb 
will present, “The Great Depression in 
Alabama: Photographs.” On Wednesday, 
Nov. 10, Wayne Flynt will present, “The 
Revolt of the ‘Lint Heads’: How Alabama 
Textile Workers Carved out their own 
World.”

B. B. Comer Museum will host a local artist 
exhibit. There will be a reception on 
Thursday, Nov. 11 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

Dec. 7, 6:30 p.m., Sylacauga’s 32nd Annual 
Christmas Parade. Downtown Sylacauga. 
This year’s theme is “A Marble City 
Christmas.”

B. B. Comer Museum will host a Charcoal Art 
Exhibit by Jimmy Reynolds. A reception 
will be held on Thursday, Dec. 9 from 
6:30 until 8 p.m.


