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W ithout them, we’d be sitting 
in the dark, freezing cold or 
unbearably hot. We wouldn’t 

be able to charge our cell phones, make 
our morning coffee, use our computers 
or watch our favorite sporting event on 
TV. When we’re safe in our homes amidst 
a big storm, they’re braving the weather 
to do their work. And when there’s an 
electrical emergency, they are the first 
responders who risk their own lives to serve our communi-
ties. They are the lineworkers who power America. 

The values of the lineman always shine brightly in the 
aftermath of devastating weather. In times of disaster, line-
men respond to calls for help from storm-ravaged cities and 
join the community in assisting with relief efforts. Linemen 
have a long tradition of reaching across city, county and state 
lines to working with other linemen to help restore electric-
ity in a timely and safe manner, under the most dangerous 
conditions. Oftentimes, this is done while spending long 
hours away from their own homes and families.

In 2013, lawmakers designated the first Monday in 
June as Alabama Lineman Appreciation Day, which is now 
celebrated annually to recognize these unsung heroes. That 
same year, Electric Cities of Alabama (ECA), the coalition of 
the state’s 36 municipally-owned electric utilities, Alabama 
Power Company, and Alabama’s electric cooperatives joined 
Governor Robert Bentley in front of the State Capitol to 
recognize the dedication and hard work of Alabama’s electric 
linemen. 

The job of a lineman is absolutely essential, both to 
Alabama’s economy and our way of life. It’s a job that can be 
quite unpredictable and — as a result — requires a unique 
combination of strength, coordination and problem solving 
in order to be successful in carrying out the job of providing 
safe, reliable electricity.

We owe our freedom to the brave soldiers who have 
defended us through the years since this country was born, 
but we owe our comfort and convenience to the heroes few 
people even think about…the highly-skilled lineworkers. 
Without their hard work and dedication, all of those conve-
niences we take for granted would be useless.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority salutes the 
sacrifices and hard work of our linemen who continue to 
keep the lights on in our communities. We proudly celebrate 
everything these men and women do for the customers of 
our 11 Member cities.

AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

From the editor

Continued on page 4

Lineman Appreciation Day  
celebrates the unsung heroes who 

power our communities

Thirty-three (33) high school seniors will enroll in a 
four-year university or two-year college this year with 
help from the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 

(AMEA) and its 11 Members through the 2016 AMEA Schol-
arship Program. Each of the 33 scholarship recipients will 
receive a $2,500 scholarship for a total of $82,500 awarded 
in this year’s program.

AMEA, which has provided scholarship assistance since 
1992, received 117 scholarship applications in the 2016 
program.

Since 1992, AMEA and its Members have provided over 
$2 million in scholarships to graduating high school seniors 
who receive their electric service from AMEA Members, 
including Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, LaFayette, 
Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Riviera Utilities (Foley), 
Sylacauga and Tuskegee.

To be eligible for the AMEA scholarship or technical 
school scholarship, a student’s family must receive electric 
service from a Member’s electric utility and the student must 
attend an Alabama college or university.

“We take our role as a good corporate citizen seriously,” 
said Fred D. Clark, Jr., AMEA President & CEO. “That’s why 
we, along with our Members, support education initiatives, 
like the AMEA Scholarship Program, that contribute to 
making our state economically competitive. Together, we 
can all help the next generation of leaders by giving them 
the support and experiences they need today to make sound 
decisions in the future. We congratulate this year’s winners.”

AMEA will begin marketing the 2017 scholarship 
program to schools within its Member cities and also on the 
AMEA web site, www.amea.com, Scholarship Program, in 
August.

This year’s scholarship recipients are:
Chase Burton, Benjamin Russell High School, Alexander 

City
Davis Pemberton, Benjamin Russell High School, 

Alexander City
Chandler Davis, Northview High School, Dothan
Landon Overby, Northview High School, Dothan
Anna Kinney, Houston Academy, Dothan
Arcole Brandon, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
Sarah Bryant, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
Charity Hunt, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
Melissa Carlisle, Spanish Fort High School, Riviera 

Utilities
Darrell Thompson, Foley High School, Riviera Utilities
Connor Raley, Fairhope High School, Riviera Utilities
Antarvious Kirk, LaFayette High School, LaFayette

AMEA and its Members 
announce 2016 

scholarship winners
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide 
for our Member communities a 
reliable and economical source 
of electric power, enabling 
them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility 
ownership for their citizens and 
the electric customers they 
serve. We strive to offer services 
that our Members need and 
can adapt to provide the best 
value for their communities and 
customers.
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Scholarships: Our best investment  
in tomorrow’s leaders

Scholarships are a critical tool in helping students obtain 
the training and preparation needed for the jobs of to-
morrow. Alabama’s economic competitiveness is depen-

dent upon the availability and quality of a skilled workforce 
across a variety of fields and industries. Providing pathways 
for students to prepare themselves for careers is a critically 
important step in ensuring a healthy economy for our state.

Ask a student, or a professor, or a parent, and he or she 
will likely tell you that scholarships do make a difference. 
Receiving scholarship money can make the difference between finishing school on 
schedule or taking time off to save money, or between attending our first-choice 
school or settling for a more affordable institution. Many times, graduates will tell 
you that without the support of a scholarship, college or a technical school would 
have been impossible. 

We must continue to make smart investments in our children. Alabama has 
always ranked high in economic competitiveness. That kind of news is important 
to those of us calling Alabama our home, and it brings a certain responsibility to 
you and me personally, as well as the business community.

The business community has a vested interest in lending support to the 
education of its community. That’s why the Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity (AMEA) and its 11 Members are committed to investing in the children of the 
communities we serve through such initiatives as the AMEA Scholarship Program. 

We have found a little help can have a big impact over time. AMEA and its 
Members are helping enrich the lives of students throughout the state, and the 
benefits of the AMEA Scholarship Program will have a long, lasting effect on many 
young lives. 

Since 1992, AMEA and its Members have demonstrated our commitment 
to education by providing over $2 million in scholarships to the graduating high 
school seniors who receive their electric service from AMEA Members, including 
Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, 
Riviera Utilities (Foley), Sylacauga and Tuskegee. Granted only to graduating high 
school seniors, the student must attend a four-year college, a community college, a 
technical school or vocational school within the state of Alabama. 

Each year, AMEA and its 11 Member cities make available 33, $2,500 scholar-
ships, which include regular and technical school scholarships. 

AMEA and its 11 Member cities will launch the application process for the 
2017 AMEA Scholarship Program in August. We encourage you to visit our web 
site, www.amea.com, Scholarship Program, to download a scholarship application. 
Scholarship applications will also be available at each Member city electric utility 
office as well as through the school counselors in each of AMEA’s 11 Member cit-
ies.

Scholarships make a positive and lasting impact in students’ lives now and in 
the future. We are happy to invest today in the leaders of tomorrow.

 
AMEA President & CEO

in my opinion AMEA and its Members 
announce  

2016 scholarship winners  
Continued from page 2

Shandrea Story, LaFayette High 
School, LaFayette

Anslee Reese, Chambers Academy, 
LaFayette

Rontavious Johnson, Lanett High 
School, Lanett

Asia Stephens, Lanett High School, 
Lanett

Andrew Oswalt, Springwood 
School, Lanett

Zakeyia Bell, Luverne High School, 
Luverne

Ashlynn Odom, Luverne High 
School, Luverne

Kayla Sipper, Crenshaw Christian 
Academy, Luverne

Tanner Blatt, Opelika High School, 
Opelika

David Carpenter, Opelika High 
School, Opelika

William McKee, Opelika High 
School, Opelika

Brett Akin, Piedmont High School, 
Piedmont

Alexandra Colvert, Piedmont High 
School, Piedmont

Sarah Lawrence, Piedmont High 
School, Piedmont 

Ashley Aderholt, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities 
Board

Katelyn Mooney, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities 
Board

Tulsi Patel, Sylacauga High School, 
Sylacauga Utilities Board 

Danielle Calhoun, Booker T. 
Washington High School, 
Utilities Board of Tuskegee

Jasmyne Hall, Booker T. 
Washington High School, 
Utilities Board of Tuskegee

Lydia Wilson, Booker T. 
Washington High School, 
Utilities Board of Tuskegee

2015 AMEA Technical Scholarship 
Winner

Mariah Gilbert, Benjamin Russell 
High School, Alexander City
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Teaching about energy 
efficiency has been my 
occupation and mission 

in life for over 30 years. It started 
about the time that Jimmy Carter 
became the President of the 
United States. 

Several years earlier, my wife 
and I had graduated from col-
lege and both were blessed with 
good jobs. As a young man, I had 
become the State Architect of Ar-
kansas for the Farmers Home Administration (FmHA), which 
loaned funds to provide housing for low and moderate income 
rural families. We were also living in a time of prosperity that 
allowed many to pursue the American dream. We bought our 
first house and were soon blessed with two precious children. 
Let’s just say that times were good.

During President Carter’s term, interest rates and infla-
tion rates rose to all-time highs. In addition to that, energy 
prices skyrocketed. Where utility bills had never been much 
of a concern, they now became a significant part of a family’s 
budget. In fact, our agency began to learn that some families 
were now having difficulty making their mortgage payments 
as a result of higher electric bills. To make a long story short, 
my boss called me to his office and asked me to find ways 
that we might construct houses that would have more af-
fordable utility bills. Thus, my energy-efficiency career had 
started and quickly became my passion.

Although I was a licensed architect, I knew very little 
about energy efficiency because it really hadn’t been very 
important until now. So I started trying to learn everything 
that I could about energy efficiency. 

The first thing that I learned was that just about every-
body had something to sell and many would tell you whatever 
necessary to try and sell you their product. The second thing 
that I learned was that many of the things that I had heard 
about energy efficiency simply were not accurate. For example, 
after a relatively short period of time I had learned, and could 
prove, that the R-values that were listed on many insulation 
products were somewhat misleading to the consumer. The 
reason being was because those R-values were based on tests 
performed in a nice comfortable 70-degree laboratory. That is 
not the same way that product would perform in a house on a 
cold 30-degree or a 100-degree day in Alabama. 

Doug Rye
Host – “Home Remedies” 

Radio Talk Show

Over the next 15 years or so, I learned that cellulose insu-
lation performed about 30 percent better than the traditional 
fiberglass batt insulation that was being used in most houses. I 
learned that controlling air infiltration was very important and 
that houses did not need to breath. I learned that ductwork in 
the attic was often improperly designed and/or often leaked a 
large percentage of the conditioned air to the attic. I learned 
that nearly all heating and air systems had undersized return 
air filter grills which increased energy costs and reduced the 
life of the system. I learned that most heating and air systems 
were oversized, which was not good, particularly in the South-
ern states. I learned that a typical gas water heater was about 
60 percent efficient, which meant that it wasted about 40 
percent of the gas purchased. How bad is that? I learned that 
nothing compares to the advantages of a geothermal heating 
and cooling system. And, I learned that there was no feasible 
reason to put natural gas in a new house. As I learned new 
things, I had opportunities to teach others what I had learned.

I found out really fast that adults were slow to change 
and many actually were offended at what I was telling. That 
bothered me because I was just trying to help folks. Some 
large corporations took real exceptions with some of the 
things that I was saying. At one point, I would wake up at 
night and ask myself, “Am I right and everyone else wrong?” 
I knew that my motive was right and I was not trying to sell 
anything for personal gain, so the answer was, “yes.” 

Thankfully, time has proven me to be right. I am happy 
that many did understand what I was teaching, and I began 
to receive requests from more and more groups asking if I 
could give energy-efficiency seminars for them. I had been 
blessed to have had a great 23-year career with FmHA and 
was able to help thousands have lower utility bills, but it was 
time to move on.

Moving on was the right thing for me because it gave me 
the chance to help many more people nationwide. From June 
1990 to the present, I have conducted about 2,500 seminars, 
which includes every state except North Dakota. In addi-
tion, in June of this year, we will celebrate our 25th year of 
hosting our weekly live call-in radio show, which is presently 
heard on 74 stations. 

It is all about helping you have a comfortable house with 
low utility bills. You can hear our “Home Remedies” show 
online at 1037 the Buzz every Saturday morning at 9:05 a.m. 
Listen and call in if we can help you. See you in July.  

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King of 
Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’ Doug has helped 
thousands of homeowners save money on their power bills. He hosts 
the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk program, which has been 
on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug speaks annually at Ameri-
can Institute of Architects meetings to hundreds of other architects on 
energy efficiency. He conducts over 150 energy-saving seminars per 
year all across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at 
(501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com.

48 years  
helping  
people



Air conditioners use a lot of electricity. Now is the 
time to have an annual tune-up in preparation for the 
summer.

Without regular service to your air conditioner, its 
efficiency can fall by as much as half, especially when it 
works overtime in the summer heat. However, proper 
maintenance and repair on your air conditioner will 
save you money and can extend its life for roughly 15 
years.

Air conditioners are complicated and require 
specialized tools to service them. It is best to hire an air-
conditioning technician. An annual tune-up of your air 
conditioner averages approximately $50 to $100, but can 
reduce your cooling costs by five (5) percent or more.

Here are some maintenance tips that should be 
performed by a professional:

•	 Inspect the ductwork for loose joints and other 
leaks. 

•	 Air leaks waste energy and should be sealed with 
duct mastic, not duct tape. 

•	 Check hose connections for leaks, and make sure 
the condensation tube is draining freely. 

•	 Clean the blower so that it can move air more 
efficiently. 

•	 Oil the motors, and check the belts for tightness 
and wear. 

•	 Verify the airflow by measurement. Improper 
airflow can affect efficiency. 

•	 Clean the indoor evaporator and outdoor con-
denser coil. If it doesn’t have an access panel, 
have one installed. 

•	 Check the refrigerant charge and adjust if need-
ed. Remember that the law requires refrigerant to 
be recaptured when units are recharged. 

•	 Straighten any bent films on the condenser and 
evaporator coils. 

•	 Inspect the electric terminals. 
•	 Make sure to clean and tighten the connections. 
•	 Inspect the thermostat to ensure that it provides 

a reliable reading. 
•	 Install a programmable thermostat to adjust your 

home’s temperature automatically. This ther-
mostat increases the temperature setting while 
you’re gone and then returns the home to a more 
comfortable setting before you return. 

For more energy-efficiency tips, visit  
www.amea.com, Energy Efficiency.
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What is FICA?

Receiving your first paycheck is 
an empowering milestone. Do 
you remember being a little 

shocked by the taxes that Uncle Sam 
takes out of each paycheck? Under-
standing how important your contri-
bution is takes some of the sting away 
because your taxes are helping mil-
lions of Americans — and financially 
securing your today and tomorrow.

By law, employers must withhold 
Social Security taxes from workers’ 
paychecks. While usually referred to as “Social Security taxes” on 
an employee’s pay statement, sometimes the deduction is labeled as 
“FICA.” This stands for Federal Insurance Contributions Act, a ref-
erence to the original Social Security Act. In some cases, you will 
see “OASDI,” which stands for Old Age Survivors Disability Insur-
ance, the official name for the Social Security Insurance program. 

The taxes you pay now mean a lifetime of protection — for 
retirement in old age or in the event of disability. And when you 
die, your family (or future family) may be able to receive survivors 
benefits based on your work as well. 

Right now you probably have family members who already are 
enjoying Social Security benefits that your Social Security taxes 
help provide. Social Security is solvent now and will be through 
2034. At that point, we’ll be able to fund retirement benefits at 
79 percent unless changes are made to the law. In the past, Social 
Security has evolved to meet the needs of a changing population 
— and you can count on Social security in the future.

If you are a younger individual reading this column, you may 
have a tough time seeing the value of benefit payments that could 
be many decades in the future. But keep in mind that the Social 
Security taxes you’re paying can provide valuable disability or sur-
vivor’s benefits in the event the unexpected happens. Studies show 
that of today’s 20-year-olds, about one in four will become dis-
abled, and about one in eight will die, before reaching retirement.

Be warned: if an employer offers to unlawfully pay you “under 
the table,” you should refuse. They may try to sell it as a benefit 
to you since you get a few extra dollars in your net pay. But you’re 
really only allowing the employer to deprive you from earning your 
Social Security credits. This could keep you from qualifying for 
any benefits, or result in you receiving less than you should.

Also, don’t carry your Social Security card around with you. 
It’s an important document you should safeguard and protect. If it’s 
lost or stolen, it could fall into the hands of an identity thief. 

Check out our webinar, “Social Security 101: What’s in it for 
me?” The webinar explains what you need to know about Social 
Security. You can find it at http://go.usa.gov/cdNeY.

 If you’d like to learn a little more about Social Security and 
exactly what you’re earning for yourself by paying Social Security 
taxes, take a look at our online booklet, How You Earn Credits, at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10072.html.

You can also learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Kylle’ D. McKinney 
Public Affairs Specialist 

Social Security Administration

Improve your  
air conditioner’s  
efficiency



>> Primary wires 
run on top. Each 
usually carries 
7,200 volts of 
electricity from a 
substation.

>> Transformers convert 
higher voltage electricity 
from primary wires to lower 
voltage for use by consumers.>> A secondary service drop 

carries 120/240-volts of electricity 
to the end user. It has two “hot” 
wires from the transformer, and a 
bare neutral wire connected to the 
ground wire on the pole.

>> The neutral wire acts as 
a line back to the substation 
and is tied to ground, 
balancing the electricity on 
the system.

>> Pole ground wire—running the 
length of the pole—connects to the 
neutral wire to complete the circuit 
inside the transformer. It also directs 
electricity from lightning safely into 
the earth.

>> 

 

>> A head-high “birth-
mark” shows the size of the 
pole, as well as where and 
when it was made.

>> 40-foot poles 
are placed six feet 
into the ground.

>> Insulators (made 
of porcelain or a 
composite) prevent 
energized wires from 
contacting each other 
or the pole.

>>This illustration shows basic equipment found on electric power distribution poles. Not all poles have 
all this equipment on them. They vary according to location and the service they provide.

>> What’s on that  pole?

>> Guy wires help 
stabilize poles. They 
also are connected to 
the pole’s ground wire.

>> A crossarm holds 
power lines, allow-
ing required clear-
ances between lines.

>> Telephone 
and cable TV 
lines are typically 
the lowest wires.

Illustration by Erin Binkley
Artwork courtesy of Carolina Country, 
the monthly magazine for North Carolina’s 
electric cooperatives.

      Your public power utility
is responsible for keeping
vegetation around poles
trimmed to avoid interference
with the electric system.  

>> Surge arrestors 
protect the transformer 
from lightning strikes.
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School is almost out and summer is fast approaching. There are 

so many things to do in Alexander City. One of the fun educa-

tional ways to fill your summer is with books. Lots and lots of 

books. The Adelia M. Russell Library along with Mamie’s Place Chil-

dren’s Library will be hosting its annual Summer Reading Program. 

This program is open for children, teens and adults.

On May 16, Mamie’s Place will host a Parent Night for the chil-

dren’s summer reading program, “On Your Mark, Get Set…Read” 

with registration and door prizes. The children’s program will kick 

off with a fun run and a free lunch on June 6. 

This year there will be many activities throughout the summer 

including Meet a Coach, Movie Days and a Gamers’ Club. Mamie’s 

Place will host fun programs and activities each weekday June 7-July 

11 and July 11-22. The reading program will hold its reading finale 

on July 30 with a free lunch and participation prizes. 

Teens and adults can also get in on the reading action. At the 

Adelia M. Russell Library, teens will be encouraged to “Get in the Game and Read!” and adults will “Exercise Your Mind!” 

You will find more information on the teen and adult programs at www.amrlibrary.net, or you can call (256) 234-4644. 

You can also find the Adelia M. Russell Library and Mamie’s Place Library on Facebook. 

Tracy Kendrick is Administrative Assistant for the City of Alexander City Light and Power.
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City begins construction on 
new recreation complex
By Chris Phillips, P.E.

The City of Dothan has started construc-
tion on a new recreation complex, the 
James Oates Park. This facility will be the 

home to a youth baseball/softball complex and a 
softball complex. 

Dothan Utilities is lending a hand with the 
construction in order to help reduce the cost of 
the project by installing the sports lighting for 
the complex as well as the underground electric 
facilities. This includes the installation of the 
lighting poles, light fixtures, controls and con-
ductors to supply power to each pole. 

The installation of all the underground distribution system is finished and 50 percent of the sports lighting has been 
completed. 

James Oates Park is scheduled to open for the 2017 baseball/softball season.
Chris Phillips is the Electric Operations Superintendent for Dothan Utilities.
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James Oates Park in Dothan

2016 Summer Reading  
Programs kick off  
in Alexander City

By Tracy Kendrick
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Fairhope dedicates state-of-the-art  
Water Resource Recovery Facility

By D. Fran Morley

A recently completed upgrade to the City of Fairhope’s 
Water Resource Recovery Facility is a win-win for 
the City, coming in under budget and winning an 

award for the environmental benefits it provides. 

The $11 million upgrade, managed by Volkert, Inc., 
and completed by J&P Construction of Tuscaloosa, included 
improvements to regain treatment capacity lost due to an 
increase in wastewater over the last several years, rehabilita-
tion of existing concrete basins, and the installation of a new 
filtration system that removes suspended solids down to four 
microns in size (about 100 times smaller than the diameter 
of one human hair). 

“Protecting the water quality of Mobile Bay and setting 
an example for other coastal cities are important to us. We 
also are very pleased with the fact that not only was the bid 
we awarded on this upgrade 15 percent below any of the 
other bids we received at the time, the project also came in 
$100,000 below the contract amount,” said Fairhope Mayor 
Tim Kant. “You can’t ask for more than that.”

Kant said the City’s goal is not just to comply with fed-
eral permit limits for discharged, treated wastewater, but to 
go above and beyond. 

“Fairhope sets the bar high for other coastal communi-
ties that share Mobile Bay; we always have. It’s very impor-
tant to do all we can to keep the bay as well as our rivers and 
creeks clean for all of us.”

The award from PEP, Partners for Environmental Prog-
ress, recognizes the significant environmental benefits of the 

upgrade. According to the statement from Volkert describ-
ing the project, “The City strives to produce an effluent that 
leaves the facility much cleaner than regulatory requirements 
in order to have the highest water quality in our streams 
and bay for all to enjoy. This led the City and Volkert to a 
design that not only addressed the current needs but also 
looked forward to the future to address nutrient removal and 
enhance effluent water quality through filtration.”

Fairhope Water Superintendent Dan McCrory notes 
energy and cost-savings benefits to the new upgrades as well. 
“By using the latest and most efficient technology available, 
the whole system doesn’t have to work as hard, which makes 
it all more energy efficient, and in the long run, that saves 
money.”

An additional $400,000 in upgrades on existing sewer 
pipes and manholes to help eliminate sanitary sewer over-
flows from extreme rainfalls will be completed this summer. 

D. Fran Morley is a contributing writer for the City of 
Fairhope.

Tim Manuel, Waste Water Treatment Plant Manager, City of Fairhope; Fairhope 
Council President Jack Burrell; Fairhope Mayor Tim Kant; Dan McCrory, Water 
& Sewer Superintendent, City of Fairhope; and Engineer Tom Patton, Volkert.

Tim Manuel, Waste Water Treatment Plant Manager, City of Fairhope; Marcus 
Comalander, Water & Sewer Department employee; Volkert Project Manager 
Bryan Peacock; Fairhope Council President Jack Burrell; Fairhope Mayor Tim 
Kant; Bryan Saraceno, Water & Sewer Department employee; Dan McCrory, 
Water & Sewer Superintendent; and Engineer Tom Patton, Volkert.



10 ALABAMA CURRENTS May/June 2016

Improvements will make  
City of LaFayette much  

more attractive to potential  
new residents and businesses

By Chris Busby

The City of LaFayette is poised for a major facelift 
over the coming months, a move that officials 
believe will not just improve the quality of life for 

current residents but will make the city more attractive to 
potential new residents and businesses. 

The work to revitalize the downtown square is al-
ready underway and is expected to conclude this summer. 
The project involves the repaving of roadways and im-
provements to lighting, sidewalks and other streetscapes 
in and around the downtown square. The work was made 
possible thanks to a partnership with the Chambers 
County Commission and a Transportation Alternative 
Program (TAP) grant from the state of Alabama. 

“The downtown square is the focal point of our city,” 
said LaFayette Mayor Barry Moody. “It’s what people re-
member when they visit or pass through and it’s a point of 
pride, not just for LaFayette citizens, but for all residents 
of Chambers County. That’s why this is such an important 
step for us as a city to take. The efforts to revitalize our 
square shows that we are a city progressing, we are not 
standing still. We are working to make LaFayette a better 
place to live and do business.” 

This project has been in the making for some time 
and has required coordination and maneuvering around 
several roadblocks. 

The first steps were taken when the city entered into 
an agreement with the county to repave Alabama Avenue, 
a major roadway in the city. Initially, the city had ap-
plied for funding for the road improvements through the 
Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation and Improvement 
Program (ATRIP), but rather than awarding the funds to 
the city, the state awarded a lump sum to the county to 
address several projects. After several weeks of negotia-
tions between city and county leaders, it was determined 
that the county could do the work itself at a much lower 
cost than submitted through ATRIP. The partnership al-
lowed the city to realize substantial savings on the cost 
of the work, as well as lifted any time constraints on the 
project. This was of particular importance at the time 
because the city had applied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant to replace water lines throughout the 

city, including on Alabama Avenue, which they hoped to 
complete before any paving was done. LaFayette would be 
awarded that grant and has since completed the massive 
water line replacement project, clearing the way for paving 
to begin. 

The paving was completed in early April, and now the 
city is moving on to the next phase, which is the improve-
ment and refurbishment of areas around the downtown 
square. This work was spurred by the awarding of a 
$400,000 TAP grant to the city. 

The ambitious project will involve the replacement of 
sidewalks and walkways around the square, the addition of 
new lighting, and several other aesthetic additions, includ-
ing green spaces, parking, and curbing. 

The project has wide-reaching effects aside from 
improving the overall look of the city. As the county seat, 
LaFayette has long had issues with parking and foot traffic 
due to the location of all county government offices on 
the square. This project aims to alleviate both of these by 
replacing and widening sidewalks and by creating new 
parking spots. 

While these changes will greatly improve how residents 
live and work in LaFayette, the greater goal is to stimulate 
growth. The city has seen some development on the down-
town square over the past few years, but vacant buildings 
still exist. It’s the hope of the leadership that the city’s com-
mitment to the downtown square will lure others here. 

“A vibrant downtown is the hallmark of a prosperous 
and growing city,” Mayor Moody added. “Which is why the 
City Council has put so much effort into making these im-
provements a reality. But this is only the start, though, as 
much more is in the works for LaFayette, and I’m excited 
about the direction that our city is headed.” 

Chris Busby is the community development manager for 
the Chambers County Development Authority and a contribut-
ing writer for the City of LaFayette.
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The view looking 
west down Alabama 
Avenue in LaFay-
ette prior to the 
city’s recent paving 
project, which is part 
of a wide-reaching 
downtown renovation 
project. 

The post-paving view 
looking west down 
Alabama Avenue in 
LaFayette. The city 
partnered with the 
Chambers County 
Commission to 
complete the paving 
work. 
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City of Lanett  
recognizes state  

basketball champions
By Wayne Clark

In March, the Lanett City Council 
recognized basketball teams from 
Springwood School and Lanett High 

School for winning 2016 Alabama state 
championships.

In February, the Springwood Lady 
Wildcats defeated South Choctaw 
Academy, 47-31, to win the Alabama 
Independent School Association’s (AISA) 
AA state title. In winning that state 
championship game, the Springwood 
girls made history. It was the first time 
a Springwood basketball team went an 
entire season without losing a game. The 
Lady Cats were 30-0 this year.

In March, the Lanett boys’ basket-
ball team completed a spectacular season 
by defeating St. Luke’s Episcopal School, 
73-48, to win the Alabama High School 
Athletic Association (AHSAA) 2A title. 
Playing with the motto, “No Limits, No 
Boundaries,” the Panthers were 29-6 in 
capturing the school’s first-ever state 
title in basketball. Many of their regular 
season games were against much bigger 
schools with the team having a winning 
record against schools with enrollments 
six or seven times Lanett’s size.

“We are very fortunate to have two 
state championship teams here with us 
tonight,” said Lanett Mayor Kyle McCoy. 
“It’s a unique situation for a city our size 
to have two state championships in the 
same year. We are so proud of you. You 
not only represented your school in an 
outstanding manner but the entire com-
munity as well.”

There were few empty seats in the 
council chamber as school officials, 
coaches, players, managers, bookkeep-
ers and supporters of both teams were 
present. The two head coaches, Head-
master Rick Johnson of Springwood and 

Rev. Richard Carter of Lanett, received 
framed proclamations lauding what their 
team did this year. The players of both 
teams were recognized with certificate 
presentations.

“The City of Lanett is blessed to be 
home to Springwood School, where an 
abundance of student athletes excel in 
their studies as well as on the basketball 
court,” the proclamation reads. “The per-
severance, determination, work ethic and 
talent of this group of young ladies not 
only made possible a championship sea-
son, it surely bodes well for their future 
success in every enterprise. The City of 
Lanett is pleased to specially honor and 
commend this successful high school 
team whose magnificent exploits have 
brought honor and pride to the city.”

Coach Johnson, who has over 30 
years of experience in independent 
school education and whose teams have 
won 23 state championships in 10 dif-
ferent sports he’s coached, said some 
kind words for Coach Carter. “I feel like 
a rookie compared to him,” he said. “He’s 
been doing this for 45 years. I think that 
deserves a round of applause.”

Tazsa Garrett-Hammett was recog-
nized as the most valuable player in the 
state tournament. Teammates Langley 
Matthews and Fannasy Garrett-Hammett 
(her sister) were commended on having 
made the All-Tournament Team. Other 
team members receiving certificates 
were Abby Alford, Madison Meigs, Andie 
Martin, Caroline Linch, Kari Sims, Anna 
Drake, Kolbie Frailey, Amaya Battle, 

Elizabeth McClendon, Reagan Terry and 
Carson Leva.

“Fannasy and Langley were our 
only two seniors,” Coach Johnson said. 
“They later played on the winning team 
in the AISA All-Star game. You could say 
they both went 31-0 this year. I think 
the future looks bright for both our team 
and the Lanett boys, but we’ll be marked 
teams heading into next year. We’ll both 
have targets on our backs.”

The proclamation presented to 
Coach Carter noted that his teams had 
advanced to Final Fours in Alabama or 
Georgia 13 times. It lauded the Panther 
players for not only being champions on 
the court but also for good students in 
the classroom and good representatives 
of the community.

“We do hereby and proclaim that we 
honor and congratulate Athletic Director 
Clifford Story, Coach Richard Carter and 
the Lanett High School boys’ basketball 
team on their exceptional legacy, their 
individual and collective resolve and 
their triumph as the 2016 AHSAA 2A 
state champions,” the proclamation read.

Coach Carter said that it was a high 
honor for him to stand before the mayor, 
members of the council and the large 
crowd gathered to say that this year’s 
team was a state champion. 

“They are champions on and off 
the court,” he said. “We believe in doing 
things the right way. We have some very 
intelligent young men on this team who 
do right.”

Wayne Clark is the news editor of The 
Valley Times-News in Lanett.

At the first of its two council meetings in March, the Lanett City Council recognized two high school basketball 
teams in the city that won state championships this year. It was a crowded council chamber that evening as city 
officials commended players, coaches, managers, and bookkeepers from both Springwood School and Lanett 
High School.
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The City of Ope-
lika has worked 
hard to become 

the first Gig City in 
Alabama and only one 
of a handful of Gig cities 
in the nation. It is this 
“Future Focused” at-
titude which has allowed 
Opelika Power Services (OPS) to be able to provide fiber 
optic service to the businesses, schools, and residents within 
the community. 

In an effort to continue this growth, OPS is sponsoring a 
fiber optic certification program at Opelika High School. Stu-
dents who enroll in courses focusing on Information Tech-
nology will have the opportunity to receive certifications 
in both copper and fiber optic cabling. It is through this 
sponsorship that Opelika High School will begin to gradu-
ate students who possess the technical skills and knowledge 
which will provide them with more options for their post-
secondary education or entrance in the workforce.

“We are excited to be able to help sponsor the fiber optic 

program at Opelika High School,” said June Owens, Manager 
of Marketing/Communications, OPS. “However, we are more 
excited about what this means for students in our commu-
nity. Who knows, 25 years from now, the director of Opelika 
Power Services might have gotten their start through this 
program. That’s pretty neat to think about.” 

In the 2015-2016 school year, Opelika High School had 
over 50 students receive a Copper Cabling Specialist cer-
tification. With the addition of the fiber optic program in 
the 2016-2017 school year, Opelika High School will have 
students who graduate in May 2017 having both a Copper 
Cabling certification and a Fiber Optic Cabling certification. 
These students will be prepared to enter the workforce or col-
lege with the knowledge and skills needed to be successful. 

“Opelika City Schools is about giving students the skills 
they need to be successful after high school,” said Dr. Mark 
Neighbors, Superintendent, Opelika City Schools. “The fiber 
optic certification does exactly that. It provides our students 
the opportunity to enter college with the skills needed to be 
successful, begin working with OPS, or begin a job with any 
number of companies looking for people with this skill set.”

The field of Information Technology is only growing 
throughout our state, nation, and world. More businesses will 
begin demanding the ability to transfer larger amounts of 
data across longer distances faster. OPS is not only working 
to ensure that businesses within Opelika have that ability, 
but that the workforce will be supplied with people capable 
of meeting those demands. 

It’s not only about creating homes and businesses that 
are “Future Focused” in Opelika. It’s about helping Opelika 
students become “Future Focused” as well. 

Kyle Pinckard is the Career and Technical Education Director 
at Opelika City Schools

Opelika partnerships  
are “Future Focused” 

Opelika Power Services  

to sponsor  

fiber certification at  

Opelika High School
By Kyle Pinckard

A redesigned Opelika Power Services yard sign.

Opelika Power Services (OPS) is sponsoring a fiber certification class at Opelika 
High School beginning this fall. Shown in the classroom are (L to R): Dr. Farrell 
Seymore, Principal, Opelika High School; Derek Lee, OPS; Kyle Pinckard, Career 
and Technical Education Director, Opelika City Schools; Dean Works, teacher, 
Information Technology, Opelika High School.
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The City of Piedmont has part-
nered with AirMedCare to pro-
vide its citizens with lifesaving 

flight coverage. This will provide free 
medical flights for any citizen within 
the city limits of Piedmont should they 
require it during an emergency.

AirMedCare operates 260 bases in 
over 30 states. 

“I am glad to partner with AirMed-
Care and we are excited to provide this 
service for our citizens,” said Piedmont 
Mayor Bill Baker. 

Also, extended coverage options 
are available for any resident who lives 
outside the city limits of Piedmont.

“I appreciate what Piedmont 
Rescue Squad does for this community 
and I am glad to have also partnered 
with AirMedCare to expand our emer-
gency services,” Baker said. 

Ben Singleton is Communication 
Technician for the City of Piedmont.

Riviera Utilities’ vegetation  
management program keeps  

outages to a minimum
By Angela Langley

The electric service provided by 
Riviera Utilities is 99.98 percent 
reliable. That means during the 

average year, our customers will have 
electricity without interruptions for 
99.98 percent of the time. One reason 
this number is so high is because of our 
vegetation management program. 

Trees and power lines are not a 
good combination. When trees or limbs 
come in contact with a power line, there is a 
good possibility this will cause an inter-
ruption in your power. Riviera Utilities has 
a three-year pruning cycle to help keep 
outages to a minimum. If trees are planted 
close to a power line, Riviera will trim that 
tree in hopes that it will not come in contact 
with the line for at least three years. 

Tree pruning by utilities is often per-
ceived as negative, but it is vital to ensure that we have a safe and reliable electric 
system. Vegetation-related outages decreased by 20 percent from 2014 to 2015 
because of our pruning cycle. 

Teaming Together for Camellias

In the fall of 2015, the pruning cycle was scheduled for 
the Malbis area. The Historic Malbis Property Owners 
Association contacted Riviera Utilities with concerns 
about some trees located near the powerlines. They 
were concerned about the camellias (Camellia sasan-
qua), cedar and live oak trees that were planted in the 
1950s, during the time that the Malbis Plantation was an 
operating plant nursery. But they wanted to get rid of the 
undesirable and invasive trees. 

Josh Roberts, Vegetation Management Supervisor, Riviera Utilities, worked 
with the homeowners in historic Malbis to come up with a plan that would pre-
serve these historic trees as well as get rid of some of the trees that were close to 
the power lines and overcrowding the camellias. 

The undesirable and invasive trees, which included camphor, Chinese tallow 
and Chinese privet trees, were removed rather than continue to prune them every 
three years. Removing these species eliminated most of the competition for the 
camellias and helped improved Riviera Utilities’ electrical system. 

Due to Riviera Utilities’ vegetation management program, the utility helped 
protect the deep-rooted camellias in historic Malbis. 

Angela Langley is the Communication Specialist for Riviera Utilities.

Piedmont  
citizens get  
lifesaving  
flight  
coverage
By Ben Singleton

After tree trimming

Before tree trimming
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Sylacauga’s eighth annual “Magic of Marble” Festival was a 12-day event 
showcasing the city’s beautiful white marble. Held April 5-16, the 
public was welcome to watch featured sculptors in action at Sylacauga’s 

Blue Bell Park. Noted Italian sculptor Giovanni Balderi also returned to this 
year’s Marble Festival. A master sculptor, Balderi taught on site and also con-
ducted a symposium for visiting sculptors at the Comer Library.

Other fun activities for the festival included the “Marble Mania” scav-
enger hunt, Nemak 5K and 1-mile fun runs, marble quarry tours at OMYA 
and Imerys, and more. Marble sculptures from the past seven festivals and 
other marble products were on display at the Comer Library, and the Gantts/
IMERYS Observation Point overlooking a historic quarry was open to the 
public.

More than 20 sculptors spent time during the festival turning slabs of 
marble into unique pieces of art, right in front of visitors’ eyes.

Sylacauga is well known for its marble, with the city’s deposit making up 
part of the “Murphy Marble Belt.” The marble deposit extends 32-and-a-half 
miles wide by 400-feet deep and is reportedly the world’s largest commercial 
deposit of madre cream marble.

Its history dates back to the 1820s, and there are now three marble 
companies that operate within the Sylacauga area – Imerys, OMYA and the 
Sylacauga Marble Quarry.

Imerys is the largest producer of calcium/carbonate products in the world, 
and OMYA is also an international producer of calcium/carbonate. Both quar-
ries help with the Marble Festival.

However, the Sylacauga Marble Quarry is the only producer of dimen-
sional marble for artistic uses such as sculpting, as well as marble for build-
ing construction. This quarry provides stone for sculptors during the Marble 
Festival.

The first recorded discovery of Sylacauga marble was reportedly in 1820 
by Dr. Edward Gantt, a physician who accompanied General Andrew Jackson 
through the area in 1814. In the 1830s, many quarries were opened in Talla-
dega County and they made shipments throughout central Alabama by using 
the old Plank Road. Now numerous buildings proudly display Sylacauga’s 
beautiful marble, including the Alabama Archives Building, the Chicago Post 
Office, the Dime Savings Bank in New York, and the Mercedes-Benz show-
room in New York, just to name a few. Cream marble from the city can be 
found in hotels, offices, mausoleums, memorials, and even homes across the 
country.

A great sculptor, Gutzon Borglum, who created Mt. Rushmore, also 
sculpted a piece from Alabama marble – the bust of Lincoln – which is dis-
played in the rotunda of the nation’s capital. Borglum is reported as com-
menting that the fine texture of Alabama marble enabled him to portray the 
expression of kindness of Lincoln’s face as he had never been able to do with 
any other stone.

The annual Marble Festival helps bring the city’s world-famous marble 
and its many uses, as well as its history in Sylacauga, to the forefront of 
people’s minds.

Sponsored by the Sylacauga Arts Council, City of Sylacauga and Alabama 
State Council on the Arts, the mission of the Sylacauga Marble Festival is to 
recreate the magic of marble through its artistic, commercial and industrial 
applications.

Christa Jennings is the senior staff reporter at The Coosa County News in Rock-
ford.

Sylacauga 

enjoys 8th 

annual  

“Magic  

of Marble” 

Festival

By Christa Jennings
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Alexander City
May 6, “Lights! Camera! 

Cure!” American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life event 
will be held at the Charles E 
Bailey Sportplex.

May 12 and June 9, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m., Recycle Electronics. 
Public Works Department, 
behind Darwin Dobbs. 
Electronics recycling event 
every second Thursday. 
CE&E Solutions will be 
accepting electronics for 
recycling and they are ADEM 
certified. There is a $10 fee 
for TVs. Contact City of 
Alexander City Public Works 
at (256) 409-2020 for more 
information. Sponsored by 
the City of Alexander City 
and the Middle Tallapoosa 
Clean Water Partnership.

May 31, City Pool will open 
to the public. Hours are 
1-5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday, and the cost to 
swim is $2 per person.

June 6, Red Cross Swimming 
Lessons. Will begin with 
morning and afternoon 
sessions. For more 
information call (256) 329-
6736.

June 10 and 11, Annual 
Alexander City Jazz Fest. 
Located in Strand Park on 
June 10 and the Lake Martin 
Amphitheater on June 11. 

June 11, MainStreet Farmer’s 
Market opens. The market 
is open each Saturday from 7 
until 11 a.m. on Broad Street 
in downtown Alexander 
City. Fresh, locally-grown 
seasonal produce and fruits 
from certified growers are 
available. In addition, honey, 
baked goods, jams, jellies, 
salsa, USDA pork and beef as 
well as natural skin products.

MainStreet Market is a member 
of the Alabama Farmer 
Market Authority.

Fairhope
May 5, 7:30 a.m., 32nd Annual 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. 
Held on the National Day of 
Prayer at the Daphne Civic 
Center. For tickets, call (251) 
928-6387.

May 5-7, 3rd Annual Theatre 
on the Bluff. Sponsored by 
Eastern Shore Repertory 
Theatre. Show at 7:30 p.m., 
gates open at 6:30 p.m. each 
evening. Rain date is May 
8. For tickets, visit www.
easternshorerep.org.

May 6 and June 3, 6-8 p.m., 
First Friday Artwalk. 
Begins at the Fairhope Art 
Center.

Summer Outdoor Farmer’s 
Market. The City of Fairhope 
will host a Summer Outdoor 
Farmer’s Market from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday 
evenings starting April 
28 and ending July 7. The 
market will be set-up behind 
the Fairhope Public Library 
in downtown Fairhope on 
Bancroft Street. The market 
will feature local farmers, 
bakers, fresh Baldwin 
County produce, fresh cut 
flowers, local honey, plants, 
baked goods and more. The 
Fairhope Public Library 
will hold story times and 
children’s activities at 4 p.m. 
each Thursday at the market. 
For general information 
about the Summer Outdoor 
Farmers Market, please call 
(251) 929-1466.

May 7, Good Life Ride to 
Tacky Jacks. Begins at Page 
& Palette in downtown 
Fairhope. Sponsored by the 
Good Life Foundation. For 
information visit, www.
goodliferide.org.

May 12, Girl’s Night Out. 
For a $20 registration fee, 
you’ll receive a fun T-shirt 
and shopping tote ‘swag 
bag,’ food vouchers, and an 
exclusive Girls Night Out 
coupon booklet with special 
deals available that night and 
throughout the weekend, 
May 13-15. The night 
includes great specials and 
fun activities at participating 
shops, such as trunk shows, 
giveaways, and refreshments. 
Participants can register at 
various locations throughout 
downtown or online at www.
downtownfairhope.com. 
Participants can also register 
the day of the event, starting 
at 3 p.m. at the Fairhope 
Welcome Center at 20 North 
Section Street. For more 
information, call (251) 929-
1466.

May 13, Fairhope Rotary’s 
12th Annual Steak Cook-
Off. Downtown Fairhope on 
South Bancroft Street. The 
dinner event includes “all-
you-can-eat” steak, baked 
potato, tossed salad, wine, 
beer and soft drinks.  Gates 
open to ticketed attendees 
at 7 p.m. and runs until 10 
p.m. For more information, 
visit www.fairhopesteak.org.

May is National Bike Month. 
Bike to work on May 20. 
Sponsored by the City 
of Fairhope’s Bike & Ped 
Committee.

May 24, 10:30 a.m., Older 
Americans Breakfast. James 
P. Nix Center. Celebrating 
older Americans in our 
community. Guest speaker 
will give tips on how to age 
well and stay feeling younger, 
longer. For information, call 
(251) 928-2835.
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May 29, 1 p.m., Rileigh & Raylee 
Angel Ride Foundation  3rd Annual 
Fore the Kids Golf Tournament. 
Rock Creek Golf Course. For 
information call, (251) 423-2126.

May 30, 6:30 p.m., Baldwin Pops 
Sunset Concert Series. Memorial 
Day Concert. Henry George Park.

June 4, Grandman Triathlon. 
Fairhope Municipal Pier and 
Park. For information regarding 
registration, volunteer and 
sponsorship opportunities, 
please visit www.thegrandman.
com, or contact grandman@
mobilebaykeeper.org. 

June 5, 7:30 a.m., Seventh Annual 
Jubilee Kids Triathlon. Sponsored 
by the Eastern Shore Triathlon Club. 
Fairhope Municipal Pier. Funds 
from this event will be used to 
support local charities and promote 
the sport of triathlon in Baldwin 
County. This is a swim, bike, run 
race for kids, ages 7-15.

2nd Annual Glow in the Park Summer 
Movie Series. Three free family 
movies at Fairhopers Community 
Park on the first Thursdays in June, 
July, and August. Moviegoers are 
encouraged to bring a blanket or 
lawn chair and a picnic (no alcohol 
or glass containers) and relax with 
the whole family. The movies will 
begin at 8 p.m. Thursday, June 2, 
Aladdin; Thursday, July 7, Minions; 
Thursday, August 4, Inside Out. 
The Downtown Fairhope Business 
Association will be giving away 
glow-in-the-dark items. The 
movies are sponsored by the City 
of Fairhope Public Utilities and 
the Downtown Fairhope Business 
Association. For more information 
on the Glow in the Park Summer 
Movie Series, call (251) 929-1466.

Opelika
May 7, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Garden in the 

Park. Opelika Municipal Park. 
Garden in the Park is an arts festival 
featuring all handmade or natural 
items for sale. There will also be 
children’s activities, a petting zoo, 
delicious food and entertainment on 
the stage. For more information, visit 
www.keepopelikabeautiful.com.

Sylacauga
In May, Comer Museum and Arts 

Center will be celebrating “Art 
is Good” featuring the artworks 
created by the clients of the ARC of 
South Talladega County and Cheaha 
Mental Health Center.

In June, Comer Museum is hosting 

a photography exhibition, 

“Frameworks,” featuring 

photographers Wanda Green of 

Hokes Bluff and David Green of 

Sylacauga.

June 6, Comer Library Summer 

Reading Program kicks off with 

programs for all ages on Mondays 

and Wednesdays and preschool 

programs on Tuesdays. All 

programs begin at 10 a.m. Schedule 

includes: June 6, “Ready, Set, Read!”, 

Roger Day; June 7, “Alabamians in 

the Olympics”, Alabama Department 

of Archives and History; June 

8, “Ready…Set…Adventure!”, 

Gene Cordova, ventriloquist; 

June 13, “Ready Set Read, Ready 

Set Ride”, Cowboy Bruce; June 

14, “Sportstacular” Teamwork, 

Sportsmanship,  and Attitude!; June 

15, “The Wizard of Oz”, Hampstead 

Stage; June 20, “Reading: The Sport 

of Champions!”, Tommy Johns; 

June 21, “Get Moving”, Bodies in 

Motion!; June 22, “Ready Set Read!”, 

JSU Drama; June 27, “Ready, Set, 

Juggle!”, Ron Anglin; June 28, 

“Nutrition”, Fantastic Food Fun!; 

June 29, “On Your Mark! Get Set! 

Read!”, Archie Wade, magician. 

Places to Go & 
Things to Do
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