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May is National Electrical Safety Month, and 
the Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity (AMEA) is joining with the Electri-

cal Safety Foundation International (ESFI) to raise 
awareness about potential home electrical hazards 
and the importance of electrical safety. 

ESFI sponsors National Electrical Safety Month 
each May to increase public awareness of the electri-
cal hazards around us at home, work, school, and 
play. ESFI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated exclusively to 
promoting electrical safety.

Since the late 19th century, electricity has been constantly changing 
the way people live and work. Methods for generating and utilizing elec-
tricity have also evolved over the years. Technologies that were consid-
ered “emerging” just a few years ago, such as plug-in electric vehicles and 
solar power generation systems, are now readily available for installation 
in homes and businesses. 

Despite these significant advancements, electricity remains uniquely 
unforgiving if not used safely. Each year, too many lives are disrupted by 
electrical fires and too many families mourn the loss of a loved one who 
is fatally injured by electricity. 

In addition to the overarching campaign theme of emerging 
technologies and the electrical hazards associ ated with them, ESFI is 
reminding consumers about the importance of home safety devices that 
provide safety enhancements without requiring major renovations. This 
includes the installation of arc fault circuit interrupters that prevent fires 
by detecting hazardous arcing conditions, ground fault circuit interrupt-
ers that prevent shocks, and tamper resistant receptacles that replace 
standard wall outlets to protect children from shocks and burns. 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) estimates 47,700 
home structure fires reported to U.S. fire departments each year involve 
some type of electrical failure or malfunction as a factor contributing to 
ignition. These fires result in 418 civilian deaths, 1,570 civilian injuries, 
and $1.4 billion in direct property damage. To help prevent electrical fires 
and incidents, it is vital that consumers know the ins and outs of their 
electrical system and understand the safety concerns associated with the 
latest residential technologies before bringing them into their homes.

AMEA and its Members are committed to keeping you safe around 
electricity. That’s why we feature safety articles in each issue of Alabama 
Currents. For additional safety resources, go to www.esfi.org, or www.
amea.com, Publications, Safety Resources. 

Electrical safety awareness and education among consumers, fami-
lies, employees, and communities will pre vent electrical fires, injuries, 
and fatalities. Public awareness and safety go hand-in-hand. Electrical 
safety is a 24-7, 365-day-a-year responsibility for all of us. We want you 
to be safe all year long.

 Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing Continued on Page 6

From the editor

Respect the power of electricity 
all year long

Thirty-two (32) high school seniors 
will enroll in a four-year university or 
two-year college this year with help 

from the Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity (AMEA) and its 11 Members through the 
2015 AMEA Scholarship Program. Each of 
the 32 scholarship recipients will receive a 
$2,500 scholarship for a total of $80,000 
awarded in this year’s program.

AMEA, which has provided scholarship 
assistance since 1992, received 148 scholar-
ship applications in the 2015 program.

To be eligible for the AMEA scholarship 
or technical school scholarship, a student’s 
family must receive electric service from a 
Member’s electric utility and the student 
must attend an Alabama college or university.

This year’s scholarship recipients are:
•	 Kaylee Clark, Benjamin Russell High 

School, Alexander City
•	 James Sturdivant, Benjamin Russell 

High School, Alexander City
•	 Michelle Tuggle, Benjamin Russell 

High School, Alexander City
•	 Nicholas Kellenberger, Dothan High 

School, Dothan
•	 Henry Morris, Providence Christian 

School, Dothan
•	 Katherine Brayer, Fairhope High 

School, Fairhope
•	 William Davis, Fairhope High School, 

Fairhope
•	 Cassidy West, Fairhope High School, 

Fairhope
•	 Alysa Gauci, Foley High School, Riv-

iera Utilities
•	 Kyle Jones, Spanish Fort High School, 

Riviera Utilities
•	 Jewel Wallace, Foley High School, 

Riviera Utilities
•	 Al’Asia Walker, LaFayette High 

School, LaFayette

AMEA  
and its  
Members  
announce  
2015  
scholarship  
winners
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President Barack Obama bestowed the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, the na-
tion’s highest military award, to Army 

Command Sgt. Maj. Bennie G. Adkins on 
Sept. 15, 2014, nearly half a century after he 
fought in Vietnam. Adkins ran through enemy 
fire while rescuing injured comrades. He was 
injured sustaining over 18 wounds during 
the battle, which occurred March 9-12, 1966, 
according to Army records. He rescued fellow 
soldiers and evaded the enemy in the jungle 
until a helicopter evacuation. 

Shown here is the Medal of Honor re-
cipient with sculptor, Craig Campbell, whose 
statue of Adkins was unveiled recently. Opelika will be home to the statue. The 
Adkins family will occasionally loan it out so that the public and others may have 
access to view it.  

The statue depicts the three-day fight in Vietnam, which includes a scene of 
Adkins helping two of his buddies, the Medal of Honor, a shotgun Adkins had with 
him, a standard M16, grenades, a skull and a tiger. 

(Cover photo by David Horton, Director, Opelika Power Services)
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Have you 
ever 
seen a 

guy climbing an 
electric pole or 
working on electric 
lines from a bucket 
truck? That guy is 
a lineman. 

Without them, we’d be sitting in 
the dark, freezing cold or unbearably 
hot. We wouldn’t be able to charge our 
cell phones, make our morning cof-
fee, use our computers, or watch our 
favorite sporting event on TV. When 
we’re safe in our homes amidst a big 
storm, they’re braving the weather to 
do their work. And when there’s an 
electrical emergency, they are the first 
responders who risk their own lives to 
serve our communities. They are the 
lineworkers who power America.

The values of the lineman always 
shine brightly in the aftermath of 
devastating weather. In times of disas-
ter, linemen respond to calls for help 
from storm-ravaged cities and join the 
community in assisting with relief ef-
forts. Linemen have a long tradition of 
reaching across city, county and state 
lines to work with other linemen to 
help restore electricity in a timely and 
safe manner, under the most dangerous 
conditions. Oftentimes, this is done 
while spending long hours away from 
their own homes and families.

Electric utilities in Alabama felt 
strongly that there should be an official 
day in Alabama formally recogniz-
ing these unsung heroes. In previous 
years, Congress had designated April 
18 as National Lineman Appreciation 
Day, but there wasn’t a designation 
formally made in 2014.

in my opinion

Linemen… 
our unsung heroes

During the 2014 General Session 
of the Alabama Legislature, lawmakers 
designated the first Monday in June as 
Alabama Lineman Appreciation Day, 
which will be celebrated annually. In 
May 2014, Electric Cities of Alabama 
(ECA), the coalition of the state’s 36 
municipally-owned electric utilities, 
Alabama Power Company (APCo), and 
Alabama’s electric cooperatives joined 
Governor Robert Bentley in front of 
the State Capitol to recognize the 
dedication and hard work of Alabama’s 
electric linemen. 

The job of a lineman is absolutely 
essential, both to Alabama’s economy 
and our way of life. It’s a job that can 
be quite unpredictable and — as a re-
sult — requires a unique combination 
of strength, coordination and problem 
solving in order to be successful in 

carrying out the job of providing safe, 

reliable electricity.

We owe our freedom to the brave 

soldiers who have defended us through 

the years since this country was born, 

but we owe our comfort and conve-

nience to the heroes few people even 

think about…the highly-skilled line-

men (and women). Without their hard 

work and dedication, all of those con-

veniences we take for granted would be 

useless.

The Alabama Municipal Electric 

Authority salutes the sacrifices and 

hard work of our linemen who con-

tinue to keep the lights on in our com-

munities.

Fred Clark 
AMEA President & CEO



I told you so

Summer is here and it will 
now be hot in Alabama 
and yes, that means 

higher utility bills. That is, un-

less you have implemented the 

energy-efficiency improvements 

that we have shared with you 

in this column over the last six 

years. 

Let me take this opportuni-

ty to tell you how much I enjoy 

writing this column, and I really enjoy it when I learn that 

the information has helped some of you have better comfort 

and lower utility costs.

At the beginning of each winter, my wife usually places 

a couple of new books and a few 1,500-piece jig saw puzzles 

out on a game table so that I will have something to do on 

those cold days when being outside is not a good option. 

Sometimes a granddaughter will come by to help and I really 

enjoy that. One of the books that my wife chose this past 

winter was entitled, “Tesla, the Wizard of Electricity.” I can’t 

imagine why she would choose a book for me about electric-

ity, can you? Well, I knew a little bit about Nikola Tesla who 

came to America from Croatia and became one of the most 

important men of inventions in our nation’s history. He may 

have actually out-invented Thomas Edison and is credited 

with inventing the alternating current (AC) system that pow-

ers our homes today. With a related name, I had my picture 

taken in the seat of an all-electric Tesla roadster convertible 

just a few years ago. It was beautiful. And the only thing that 

kept me from buying it was the $140,000 price tag.

Electricity has come a long way since Mr. Tesla and Mr. 

Edison invented the light bulb. I can barely remember as a 

child when, at my grandparents’ home, we turned the ceiling 

lights on with a pull string rather than a switch on the wall. 

I have often thought about how much easier it was to change 

the light bulbs back then. No ladder was needed. And speak-

ing of light bulbs, we had better get back to energy efficiency.

For most of our lives, we have had light bulbs that 

simply had a small wire filament that got so hot that the wire 

glowed to make light. That was called incandescent light-

ing and basically the way it remained for a long time. Then 

came lighting types that used gases that could give different 

types, and even different colors of light when charged with 

electricity. Thus, we had beautiful neon signs and rather 

large fluorescent lighting fixtures, which proved to be great 

improvements for both residential and particularly com-

mercial applications. In most cases, the new light bulbs were 
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Doug Rye
Host – “Home Remedies” 

Radio Talk Show

more energy efficient and lasted longer than their previous 

types. The next advancement in lighting was the compact 

fluorescent bulb, better known as a CFL. The CFL uses 

much less electricity than an incandescent bulb to provide 

the same amount of light, produces much less heat, and 

therefore has a much longer life. All of this is good, but it has 

taken a rather long time to be accepted by a large percentage 

of the public. 

Now fairly recently, we have been presented with the 

light-emitting diode (LED). In my opinion, the LED is one of 

the most important inventions of recent times. 

Someone asked me recently how the LED bulb works. 

I simply answered, “Really good.” I choose not to get too 

technical in this column, so let me just give you examples as 

to why I am impressed with the LED bulbs. These examples 

might give you some good ideas. 

We have about 350 light bulbs in our church audito-

rium. About 30 of them are 10 feet above the floor, about 12 

are 16 feet high, about 300 are about 20 feet high, and the 

rest are nearly 30 feet up there. As relating to maintenance, 

they are absolute nightmares. A 20-foot ladder or scaffolding 

is required just about every week to replace bulbs. We have 

recently replaced all of the bulbs that are 10 feet in the air 

with LEDs. They have increased the amount of light, saved 

energy, and all have a projected life of 20 years or more. We 

have also removed the highest 30-foot bulbs and replaced 

them with twice as many LEDs. We are now receiving much 

more light on the stage and pulpit area, and actually using 

less electricity. We are eager to replace all the bulbs in the 

hanging pendant chandeliers and are told that the prices 

will be much lower next year. We are also systematically 

changing 10 bulbs every month to LEDs in other parts of the 

building.

I could go on and on, but let me leave you with an 

interesting fact. By changing to LEDs, as mentioned above, 

we have reduced the cooling load on the auditorium by 2 

1/2 tons and actually have more light. We have learned that 

changing to LEDs has been a very wise decision. 

If you have any questions or comments, you may call 

me at (501) 653-7931. See you in July when it will be even 

hotter.

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King of 

Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’  Doug has helped 

thousands of homeowners save money on their power bills. He 

hosts the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk program, which has 

been on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug speaks annually at 

American Institute of Architects meetings to hundreds of other ar-

chitects on energy efficiency. He conducts over 150 energy-saving 

seminars per year all across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? 

Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com.
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Get into the act with  
Older Americans Month

In May, we recognize Older Americans 
Month to acknowledge older Americans and 
their contributions to the nation. 
More than 40 million people in the United 

States are 65 or older. By 2035, the U.S. Census 
Bureau projects this number will double, which 
makes improving the quality of life for older 
Americans even more important as we look 
to the future. It is Social Security’s priority to 
provide a safety net for older Americans. You 
can learn more about Social Security at www.
socialsecurity.gov. 

The main reason Social Security was established 80 years ago was to 
help older Americans. For many older Americans, Social Security ben-
efits are their only source of retirement income. Social Security payments 
continue for life and are adjusted to keep pace with inflation. The American 
Association of Retired Persons (AARP) estimates that these benefits help 
keep 35 percent of older Americans out of poverty. 

A great tool for people of all ages is the my Social Security account. 
With a personalized my Social Security account, you can: 

•	 Get an estimate of future benefits, if you still work;
•	 Get an instant letter with proof of current benefits; and
•	 Manage your benefits.
Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount and join the millions of people 

who have already created accounts to help them plan for retirement. 
This May also marks the 50th anniversary of the Older Americans Act. 

Congress passed the Act in 1965 in response to a lack of community social 
services for older persons. Medicare, in effect since July 1, 1966, will also 
celebrate its 50th anniversary soon. Medicare provides health insurance to 
more than 42 million Americans age 65 and older. If you aren’t familiar with 
the four parts of Medicare, they are:

•	 Part A (hospital insurance):  Hospital insurance helps pay for inpa-
tient care in a hospital or skilled nursing facility (following a hospital 
stay), some home health care, and hospice care.

•	 Part B (medical insurance):  Medical insurance helps pay for doctors’ 
services and many other medical services and supplies that hospital 
insurance doesn’t cover.

•	 Part C (Medicare Advantage plans):  If you have Medicare Parts A and 
B, you can join a Medicare Advantage plan. Private companies offer 
Medicare Advantage plans approved by Medicare. These plans gener-
ally help you pay the medical costs not covered by Medicare Part A 
and B.

•	 Part D (prescription drug coverage):  Prescription drug coverage 
helps pay for medications doctors prescribe for treatment.

To learn more about applying for Medicare, read our publication,  
Applying For Medicare Only — Before You Decide. To learn more about Social 
Security, read Understanding the Benefits. Both are available at  
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs. 

Kylle’ D. McKinney 
Public Affairs Specialist 

Social Security Administration

AMEA and its 
Members announce 
2015 scholarship 
winners

•	 Benjamin Wilkerson, Chambers 
Academy, LaFayette

•	 Laura Floyd, Lanett High 
School, Lanett

•	 Karlee Oliver, Valley High 
School, Lanett

•	 AnQuavis Simpson, Lanett High 
School, Lanett

•	 Lacey Folmar, Crenshaw Chris-
tian Academy, Luverne

•	 Michael Odom, Luverne High 
School, Luverne

•	 Abbi Sanders, Luverne High 
School, Luverne

•	 Adriane King, Opelika High 
School, Opelika

•	 Abbey Rowe, Opelika High 
School, Opelika

•	 Victoria Donaldson, Piedmont 
High School, Piedmont

•	 Skylar Fontaine, Piedmont High 
School, Piedmont

•	 Joyce Pleze, Piedmont High 
School, Piedmont

•	 Amy Dennis, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board

•	 Philip Tice, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board

•	 Monica James, Booker T. Wash-
ington High School, Utilities 
Board of Tuskegee

•	 Amber Smith, Booker T. Wash-
ington High School, Utilities 
Board of Tuskegee

•	 Candace Wilson, Lee-Scott 
Academy, Utilities Board of 
Tuskegee

2015 AMEA Technical  
Scholarship Winners

•	 Dylan Langley, Emmanuel 
Christian School, Dothan

•	 Danielle Martin, Opelika High 
School, Opelika

•	 Bailey Frost, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board

Continued from page 2
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It’s finally here! This is the time of year that many of us 
look forward to arriving. The temperature is warming 
and the flowers are blooming. Everything seems to come 

alive. Excitement is in the air. School is almost out and fun is 
on the way.  

We kick off May with the Lake Martin Area Rodeo. 
Alexander City will welcome cowboys from all over to the 
two-night action-packed event. If you have never attended, 
you should certainly make plans. It is a fun and exciting time 
for the whole family. 

May also brings the summer reading program at the 
Adelia M. Russell Library. The reading programs include 
many great activities for all ages.

In June, prepare to be colored. The Color Me Downtown 
5K/Fun Run is back. Color Me Downtown is fun, fun, fun! 
Come out and get yourself colored on June 6 and enjoy free 
admission at the city pool that afternoon by showing your 
race number bib. 

The Jazz Fest is also back on June 12 and 13. This music 
festival is a free event and a jazzy good time.

You can find fun in Alexander City throughout the year. 
When the warm weather arrives, the fun really heats up. 
From cowboys to runners and everyone in between, this 
summer you will find some fun. Whether you take a stroll 
downtown or come enjoy one of the many events planned, 
Alexander City is the place to be this summer.

Tracy Kendrick is Administrative Assistant for the City of 
Alexander City Light and Power.Lake Martin Area Rodeo

Goodbye cold, hello fun
By Tracy Kendrick

Jazz Fest
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City of Dothan explores new 
sources of drinking water

By Lindsay McDonald

The Tuscaloosa 
formation has been 
identified by the 

Alabama Geological Survey 
as a potential, long-term 
water supply option for 
Dothan and the surrounding 
area. In the summer of 2014, 
Dothan Utilities completed 
the drilling of a Tuscaloosa 
formation (Gordo Sands 
aquifer) test well to a depth 
of over 2,900 feet. Although 
the water appears to be 
abundant in supply, it has 
very high concentration of 
sodium chlorides (salt) when compared to other water sources 
currently used by Dothan. Upon completion of the test well, 
a reverse osmosis (R/O) plant was installed to treat the water 
as part of a pilot study. While Dothan’s current water source 
is ground water, this endeavor is unique because it utilizes an 
R/O treatment process which is new to the City of Dothan. 

Preliminary water quality tests were performed on the 
test well to determine the R/O membrane design that enables 
Dothan Utilities to obtain a quality of water that meets or 
exceeds regulatory standards. The reverse osmosis pilot plant 
has been operational since January 2015. At the conclusion of 
the pilot study, the City of Dothan will have information on 
the Tuscaloosa formation regarding the feasibility of use for a 
long-term water supply, including the costs to pump and treat 
water from this source.

On March 26, the City of Dothan along with the project 
consultant, Polyengineering, hosted a site tour of the Tusca-
loosa Test Well and Reverse Osmosis (R/O) plant.  Dothan 
Mayor Mike Schmitz, City Manager Mike West, City Com-
missioners and Marlon Cook with the Geological Survey of 
Alabama were in attendance to show their support for solving 
Dothan’s long-term water concerns.  

“Over the last several decades, the City of Dothan has re-
viewed the feasibility of several options for meeting the long-
term water needs of Dothan and the surrounding area, and 
based upon results to date, this water source appears to be 
promising,” said Billy Mayes, P.E., Director, Dothan Utilities.

Lindsay McDonald is Civil Engineer, P.E., with Dothan 
Utilities.

Building on the popularity of the “Christmas Movie 
in the Streets,” the City of Fairhope debuts the new 
“Glow in the Park Summer Movie Series,” guaranteed 

to light up your summer nights with three free family movies 
at Fairhopers Community Park on the first Thursdays in June, 
July, and August. 

“We are really excited to offer something in the sum-
mertime for families to look forward to,” said Fairhope Special 
Events Coordinator Paige Turberville. “With the park’s recent 
makeover and reopening, we now have a perfect venue for 
families to get together on a summer evening and enjoy a 
movie.”

Through funding provided by a grant from Alabama State 
Senator Tripp Pitman, a total of three films will be shown for 
the series: Finding Nemo on Thursday, June 4; The Lego Movie, 
Thursday, July 2; and A Bug’s Life, Thursday, Aug. 6. Moviego-
ers are encouraged to bring a blanket or lawn chair and a pic-
nic basket (no alcohol or glass containers) and relax with the 
whole family. The movies will begin 15 minutes after sunset or 
at approximately 7:30 p.m.

“The merchants will have popcorn and refreshments 
available and will be giving away glow-in-the-dark items,” said 
Turberville. “These are going to be such fun events, and we are 
so excited to have an opportunity to work with the merchants 
and the whole community on this. All you need to do is grab 
a lawn chair, pack a picnic basket, and sit back and enjoy the 
show.”

The movies will be shown at Fairhoper’s Community Park 
on Church Street in downtown Fairhope and are sponsored by 
the City of Fairhope Public Utilities and the Fairhope Down-
town Business Association. For more information on the Glow 
in the Park Summer Movie Series, call (251) 929-1466.

D. Fran Morley is a contributing writer for the City of 
Fairhope.

The Test Well at the Tuscaloosa Formation

Fairhope introduces new 
summer movie series

By D. Fran Morley

Glow in the Park
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Water distribution in the City of LaFayette has 
become much more efficient thanks to a major 
infrastructure upgrade to the city’s water lines. 

With the assistance of a Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) from the Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs and funding from the Appalachian 
Regional Commission, LaFayette has placed new water 
lines at dead-end portions around the city and looped them 
back to existing pipes to create a more efficient distribution 
system. The project also replaced approximately 2,000 feet 
of cast-iron pipes with PVC pipes on First Avenue Northwest 
and changed connections for houses on Alabama Avenue 
from the old cast-iron pipes to an existing PVC water main 
already in the area. Additionally, access pipes were installed 
under the Highway 50 bypass connecting the LaFayette In-
dustrial Park water tower to the other parts of the city. 

The new water lines are a welcome change for many city 
residents as LaFayette has dealt with periodic water discolor-
ation for years. This was due to the high mineral content and 
debris from deteriorating cast-iron pipes and dead-end lines 
that do not allow adequate water flow to clean out the pipes. 
In addition, the new loop on the Highway 50 bypass will 
allow more efficient access to the Huguley Water District for 
use in case of a water emergency. 

“This is something that has long been needed here in 
the city and there are so many advantages to this project,” 
said LaFayette Water Distribution Superintendent Jeff Wil-
liams. “First of all, installing these new lines will allow us 
to provide a better quality of water to our customers, which 
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Water line upgrade is  
positive step for citizens  
and future growth of city

By Chris Busby

is of utmost importance. The new lines will also allow us 
to provide better fire protection to the citizens of LaFayette 
because there will be no restrictions on the lines.”

Williams added that the upgraded system would help 
city employees deal with problems more efficiently, such as 
leaks. “We now have shut-off valves at sites that were never 
there before,” he said. “So we can isolate certain sections 
without disrupting water distribution throughout the city.” 

 Another big advantage is that the new loop on the High-
way 50 bypass gives the city existing infrastructure in that 
area which can increase the potential for more growth. 

“It’s a great step, because we have now improved the 
water quality and water flow in the city,” LaFayette Mayor 
Barry Moody said. “This is something that’s been a concern 
for many citizens over the years so it’s great that we were 
able to address these issues. It also puts us in a position to 
accommodate new business or industry that may be looking 
to locate here. It really is positive on every level.”

The water line completion was a precursor to another 
big city project. Because the water upgrade was concluded 
so quickly (about 130 days), the city can now proceed with a 
major paving project on Alabama Avenue, one of the big-
gest concerns in the city’s street system. The project will 
include the paving of about 1.4 miles of the road, which runs 
through the downtown square and past LaFayette City Hall. 

With these major upgrades taking place, 2015 is shap-
ing up to be an exciting and progressive year for the City of 
LaFayette. 

Chris Busby is a contributing writer for the City of LaFayette.

During the first phase of LaFayette’s water line upgrade, crews placed over 3,000 feet of 8-inch PVC pipe on the Highway 50 bypass that served as a loop to dead-end 
portions of the existing water line. 
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Opelika  
offers blazing 
fast Internet

By June Owens

How does Opelika offer Internet 
speeds 100 times faster than 
the national average?  Through 

hard work and the right for a city to 
determine its own path.

Cities have always been at the heart 
of economic expansion, entrepreneur-
ialism, and local connection to citizens, 
charged with ensuring high-quality 
education for our children, caring for 
our sick and elderly neighbors, and 
laying the foundation for shared pros-
perity. As we look to the years ahead, 
high-speed broadband will only become 
more and more important to the quality 
and vitality of our community. 

That’s why in Opelika, Mayor 
Gary Fuller led the charge to become 
the first city in Alabama to offer this 
cutting-edge technology, both to 
residential and business customers. As 
a result, Opelika citizens now have ac-
cess to fast, reliable broadband speeds 
that will turn possibilities into real op-
portunities. Businesses now have more 
opportunities to expand and grow, 
work more effectively and efficiently, 
and compete in a larger market. Being 
ahead of the curve gives local eco-
nomic development an edge, recruiting 
data-hungry companies that demand 
fast download and upload speeds.  
When you add all this to the local cus-
tomer service provided to customers, 
you can see why the local choice is the 
best choice. Opelika serves the people 
we know and care about. 

Opelika embraces our rich heri-
tage and traditions, from the “ribbons 
of steel” that still exist throughout our 
town, to the lovely historic district 
where so many beautiful homes still 
provide us with southern charm.  
Opelika leadership has also prepared 

us for the next century. We now have 
“ribbons of fiber,” making our city the 
first GIG city in Alabama.

Opelika Power Services (OPS) is 

your locally-owned, hometown video 

(TV), voice (Phone) and data (Internet) 

provider. For years, there were few 

options for TV, phone and Internet ser-

vice. Today, Opelika citizens are seeing 

the results of how competition benefits 

everyone, as the pricing of products 

have been reduced to match the quality 

of service. If you live in Opelika, you 

have an investment in OPS, and who 

better to support than the people who 

give back to you and our community. 

Our citizens can be assured that to-

gether we are building a stronger more 

prosperous city based on local choice.

One of the many ways OPS gives 

back to our community is through the 

Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 

(AMEA)  Scholarship Program.  As a 

member of AMEA, OPS provides three 

scholarships to area high school gradu-

ating seniors. To be eligible for these 

scholarships, a student’s family must 

receive electric service from OPS and 

the student must attend an Alabama 

college or university.  We are proud to 

announce the 2015 scholarship recipi-

ents, including Adriane King, Abbey 

Rowe, and Danielle Martin.  All three 

winners are students at Opelika High 

School.  

We have a great place to live, work 

and play. Visit downtown and shop 

and dine in an array of restaurants and 

shops. Now that our days are sunny 

and warm, you can have lunch outside 

and watch the train travel by on those 

“ribbons of steel.” But wait…while 

you sit back and enjoy lunch at your 

favorite outside venue in this beauti-

ful historic downtown setting, you can 

also be assured that you are sitting in a 

city well prepared for the next century.

June Owens is the Manager of  

Marketing and Communications for  

Opelika Power Services.
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Cancer survivors ready to participate in Relay for Life

Downtown Lanett

Chambers County Relay for Life 
set for this month

By Wayne Clark

The 2015 Chambers County Relay for Life will take 
place in downtown Lanett on May 15 and 16. The an-
nual fundraiser for the American Cancer Society (ACS) 

gets underway on Friday evening and concludes on Saturday 
morning.

According to Sarah Herren, ACS community manager 
and staff partner for this year’s local Relay, this year’s theme is, 
“Hope Through the Decades.” Local teams participating in the 
Relay can decorate their tents in a way to promote a decade 
from the past, such as the 1950s, the 1960s and so on. The 
Annual Cancer Survivor Dinner takes place at 5 p.m. (EDT) at 
the Lanett Church of Christ with the Relay’s opening lap start-
ing an hour later.

The survivors will be wearing purple shirts, committee 
members green shirts, team captains blue shirts with most 
team members wearing white Relay shirts. This year’s fund-
raising goal is $75,000.

Herren said that 70 percent of the money raised in the 
Relay goes directly into research involved in trying to find a 
cure for cancer. While almost all government funding goes to 
researchers with proven track records, the ACS will back those 
who are on the edge of success but not yet there. A total of 
47 such up-and-coming researchers have gone on to become 
Nobel laureates.

Herren adds that Chambers County residents receive 
more benefits from ACS-related services than most people 
realize. More than 190 county residents were served in 
some way in 2014. Help with lodging saved them as much 
as $30,000 last year over what they could have paid to stay 
overnight near a family member who is undergoing cancer 
treatments.

One example of this is Hope Lodge, which is located near 
UAB’s Kirklan Clinic. “It’s a phenomenal place,” said Herren. 
“It provides free housing for those who have been referred by a 
doctor for treatments. Anyone who has a family member being 
treated in the Birmingham area can stay there, and it doesn’t 
necessarily have to be UAB. There will be a place for them if 
their family member is being treated at another hospital in the 
Birmingham area.”

The ACS, said Herren, has partnerships with all hotels 
near cancer treatment centers in the state. “In some cases, you 
can get huge discounts,” she said. “It will cost no more than 
$25 a night to stay in one of them.”

Herren said that the ACS helps cancer patients in a variety 
of ways. They can each receive around $200 in products to 
help them with such situations as losing their hair during 
cancer treatments,

“We want to find you the right service,” she said. “Over 
50 local patients last year received file folders on their diagno-
sis of cancer. It’s something they can take with them to their 
appointments. Over 32,000 people in Alabama received Road 
to Recovery transportation last year through ACS fundraising 
efforts. Events such as the Relay for Life allow us to do this.”

Herren sees downtown Lanett as an ideal site for the 2015 
Relay. “It’s a more intimate setting than past venues, and it 
should be easier to get the survivors in and out better than 
what had to be done at previous sites,” she said.

“In the past, the local Relays have been held in June when 
it’s hot,” Herren added. “By moving this year’s Chambers 
County Relay to the middle of May, heat may not be that much 
of a problem. Cooler weather will be better for the survivors.”

Herren encourages everyone to get regular checkups to 
look for cancer in its earliest stages. Early detection greatly 
increases the chances for survival. Some types of cancer, such 
as colorectal, can be prevented through regular checkups.

“Know your body and listen to it,” she said. “Don’t be 
afraid to get a second opinion. Go to your doctor and get 
checked out. Know your body. This is advice that has been 
proven to work.”

Wayne Clark is the news editor of The Valley Times-News in 
Lanett.
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I talked about this topic last year and feel it’s worth rpeat-
ing. During hurricane season, June 1-Nov. 30, it’s never 
too early to prepare. 
Along the Gulf Coast, the same forces that create balmy 

breezes and warm waves also can bring high winds, heavy 
rain and tidal surges. Fortunately, unlike with earthquakes 
and tsunamis, modern-day tropical weather forecasting 
provides ample time for preparation to protect lives and 
property.

Here are some important terms you may hear:
•	 Tropical Storm Watch: Tropical storm conditions are 

possible in the area. 

•	 Tropical Storm Warning: Tropical storm conditions 
are expected in the area.

•	 Hurricane Watch: Hurricane conditions are possible 
in the area. Watches are issued 48 hours in advance of 
the anticipated onset of tropical storm force winds. 

•	 Hurricane Warning: Hurricane conditions are ex-
pected in the area. Warnings are issued 36 hours in 
advance of tropical storm force winds. 

•	 Eye: Clear, sometimes well-defined center of the 
storm with calmer conditions. 

•	 Eye Wall: Surrounding the eye, contains some of the 
most severe weather of the storm with the highest 
wind speed and largest precipitation. 

•	 Rain Bands: Bands coming off the cyclone that pro-
duce severe weather conditions such as heavy rain, 
wind and tornadoes. 

•	 Storm Surge: An often underestimated and deadly re-
sult of gulf water swelling as a result of a land-falling 
storm, and quickly flooding coastal and sometimes 
areas further inland. 

Preparedness:

•	 Drinking Water – Store at least one gallon per person 
per day three to five days. 

•	 Food – At least enough for three to five days including 
non-perishable packaged or canned.

•	 Evacuate early if located in an evacuation zone or 
in a mobile home. Travel no further than necessary 
as roads may be jammed. Take “survival” supplies 
(first aid kit, drinking water, canned or dried foods, 
manual can opener, utensils, extra medication, etc.).

•	 Seek shelter inside a sturdy building.

•	 Monitor local media outlets for up-to-date informa-
tion.

•	 Battery-operated radio with extra batteries

•	 Flashlight (with extra bulbs and batteries)

•	 Paper goods such as plates, bowls, napkins, towels, 
and plastic utensils

•	 First Aid kit and manual

•	 Extra charcoal or propane gas for “outdoor” cooking

Never cook with any of these inside your house – the 
smoke and fumes are deadly.

•	 Full tank of gasoline – gas pumps do not work with-
out electricity.

•	 Cash and credit cards

•	 Special medical equipment and supplies (extra oxy-
gen, hearing aid batteries, etc.)

•	 Make arrangements for shelter and safety of pets.

Generators:

Portable generators that are not properly isolated could 
lead to hazards. To isolate portable generators, customers 
should be careful that they never connect the generator to 
an electrical outlet. Instead, appliances should be connected 
directly to the generator. Never plug a generator into a wall 
outlet.  

Miles McDaniel is Manager of Public Affairs for Riviera 
Utilities.
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A Guide to  
Hurricane Preparedness

By Miles McDaniel

Hurricane Preparedness Kit
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Sylacauga enjoys seventh  
Magic of Marble Festival

 By Christa Jennings

Sylacauga was abuzz in April as area residents and visitors 
came to the “Marble City” to enjoy the Seventh Annual 
Magic of Marble Festival.

The 10-day event was held April 7-18 and showcased the 
city’s beautiful white marble Sylacauga is so well known for. 
Additionally, the festival featured on-site sculpting and activities 
including the “Marble Mania” Scavenger Hunt, “Chip off the old 
Block” Kiddie Carving School, quarry tours, the Nemak 5K run, 
and more.

In part, this annual festival celebrates the marble located 
throughout Sylacauga, along with its versatile uses. Sylacauga’s 
marble deposit is part of the “Murphy Marble Belt,” which ex-
tends 32-and-a-half miles long, a mile-and-a-half wide, and 400 
feet deep. It is reportedly the world’s largest commercial deposit 
of madre cream marble and was discovered in the 1830s.

 Sylacauga marble can be found in various buildings and 
projects across the country, including the Dime Savings Bank in 
New York, the Chicago Post Office, the Mercedes-Benz show-
room in New York, the Alabama Archives Building, and more. 
In addition to these notable facilities, the city’s marble can also 
be found in offices, hotels, memorials and homes across the 
nation.

With the many versatile uses marble provides, and the large 
supply Sylacauga offers, there are currently three marble compa-
nies operating in Sylacauga - Imerys, OMYA Inc. and Sylacauga 
Marble Quarry.

The stated mission of the Sylacauga Magic of Marble Festi-
val is to “recreate the magic of marble through its artistic, com-
mercial and industrial applications.” The festival strives to show-
case all three of those applications during its 10-day period.

Events for this year’s festival included having marble prod-
ucts on display at B.B. Comer Library, offering marble sculp-
tures for sale, OMYA quarry tours, Sylacauga Marble Quarry 
tours, school tours of Imerys’ Gantt’s Quarry Observation Point, 
Imery’s Quarry tours, the Nemak 5K run and one-mile fun run, 
and a mayor’s reception for marble sculptors and sponsors.

 Marble sculptors were invited to take part in the festival to 
demonstrate their talents and showcase their works. Sculptors 
such as Arthur Umlauf and Italian sculptor Renzo Maggi were 
two key participants in this year’s festival.

 Elena Mutinelli of Pietrasanta, Italy was the featured Ital-
ian sculptor for the 2015 Marble Festival. Her works are part 
of private and public collections alike throughout Europe, New 
York and Denver. Mutinelli carved in the Blue Bell Park on 

North Norton Avenue and also conducted a symposium 
for visiting sculptors during the event.

The Marble Festival has something for all ages to 
enjoy, with children having the opportunity to participate 
in the “Chip off the old Block” carving school. This activ-
ity allowed children to have a hands-on experience with 
marble.

Sponsors of the Seventh Annual Magic of Marble 
Festival were Adventure Rental, Alabama Power, Alabama 
State Council on the Arts, Alabama Tourism Depart-
ment, American Legion Post 45 Sylacauga, Architectural 
Stone Imports, Automatic Gas & Appliance, B.B. Comer 
Memorial Library, Blue Bell Creameries, Blue Horizon 
Travel, City of Sylacauga, Conn Equipment, Coosa Valley 
Medical Center, Curtis & Son Funeral Home, Imerys, 
Isabel Anderson Comer Museum and Arts Center, J. Craig 
Smith Community Center, Miller Lumber Company, 
Nemak, OMYA Inc., Representative Ron Johnson, South-
First Bank, Sylacauga Arts Council, Sylacauga Chamber 
of Commerce, Sylacauga Housing Authority, Sylacauga 
Marble Quarry, Towne Inn, Twenty-First Century Signs, 
and the Sylacauga Utilities Board.

Christa Jennings is the senior staff reporter at The Coosa 
County News in Rockford.

The grandfather, the largest piece in a group of sculptures, entitled, “Once 
Upon A Time,” is displayed on the lawn of the B.B. Comer Memorial 
Library in Sylacauga. Also included are a boy, a girl and a pillow.  The 
sculpture, which was dedicated April 26 as part of the Magic of Marble 
Festival, depicts a grandfather reading to his granddaughter and 
grandson. There is also a pillow where children can sit and have their 
picture made “listening” to the story — an invitation to them to 
participate in reading and learning. The sculptor is Craiger Browne. 
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Utilities Board of Tuskegee 
customers can lower  

energy consumption and save money 
with these tips
By Gerald B. Long

The energy we use is typically measured in kilowatt-
hours (kWh).  One (1) kWh is equal to 1,000 watts 
working for one hour.  Appliances that we use in the 

home consume significant amounts of energy. According to 
the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), the major 
energy uses in home in 2009 (the latest period for which data 
was available) were as follows:

•	 42%, Space Heating
•	 5%, Refrigeration
•	 6%, Air Conditioning
•	 18%, Water Heating
•	 29%, Electronics, Lighting and Other Appliances            
 The number and variety of ways we use energy in our 

homes is quickly changing.  According to the EIA, energy use 
for air conditioning has doubled since 1980.

 Space heaters can be expensive to run and are generally 
less efficient than central furnace heating; however if you are 
only in a single room of the house during winter and do not 
want to heat up the entire home then a space heater can cost 
less to operate. You can lower the temperature of the entire 
house and set up a space heater in a room you are in. If you 
have good insulation and can retain heat in a single room this 
would save you money. However attempting to heat the entire 
house with space heaters is extremely expensive and should 
be avoided.

 The refrigerator/freezer, water heater, cooling system, 
and heating system in our homes are large energy users. 
The Department of Energy noted that the refrigerator is the 
top-consuming kitchen appliance in U.S. households, and a 
separate freezer is next on the list, consuming between 30-200 
kWh/month.   

 The first step in reducing the cost of refrigeration/freez-
ing is to make sure you are using an energy-efficient refrigera-
tor/freezer.  If your refrigerator/freezer is several years old, you 
need to upgrade to a newer model since efficiency values have 
increased dramatically. If you have a newer model, check the 
thermostat. For refrigerators, 36 to 38 degrees F (2.2 to 3.3 
degrees C) is ideal; for freezers, 0 to 5 degrees F (-17.8 to -15 
degrees C).  This data was taken from the American Coun-
cil for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE).  Defrost your 
freezer. Too much frost buildup will reduce efficiency.  Check 
the seals by closing the door on a piece of paper. The paper 
should hold firm in place. If not, replace the seal.  

 Finally, use good refrigeration habits. Don’t leave the 
door open for long periods of time.  Know what you want 
before you open the door. Also, cool hot food before refrigerat-
ing or freezing it.

 According to the EIA, heating water is responsible for 18 
percent of U.S. home energy use.  We use heated water to take 
showers, clean clothes and dishes and for many other reasons. 
To reduce your energy consumption in this area, do the fol-
lowing:

•	 Check the thermostat.  You probably don’t need your 
water hotter than 120 degrees F (50 degrees C).

•	 Insulate the hot-water storage tank and first six (6) feet 
of pipes connected to the tank. This will ensure that 
you are not losing heat during storage and transport.

•	 Reduce sediment buildup by removing a quart of water 
every three months.  Sediment buildup can lower the 
unit’s efficiency.

•	 Take shorter showers; wash clothes in cold or cool 
water

 This information was extracted from the Department of 
Energy.

 According to the EIA, in 1980 27 percent of homes in 
the United States had central air conditioning; in 2001, that 
number jumped to 55 percent.  Air conditioning usually uses 
high-watt machines for extended periods of time and account 
for big chunks of residential energy use.  An air-conditioning 
unit might use anywhere from 200 to 1,800 kWh/month.  A 
rough breakdown of what different air conditioning units use 
is as follows:

•	 Window unit:  200-650 kWh per month (Source: EIA)
•	 Heat pump:  600-1,800 kWh/month (Source: EIA)
•	 Central air:  300-900 kWh per month (Source: Corn-

husker Public Power District)
 To reduce energy consumption from your cooling system 

and improve efficiency, you can take the following steps:
•	 Have a professional check the unit every year. Proper 

fluid levels, coolant charge and insulation are crucial.
•	 Close vents in rooms you hardly ever use.
•	 Upgrade to a timed thermostat that will automatically 

switch off the AC as the temperature outside gets cooler.
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Alexander City
Senior Activity Center. See all the senior activities planned for the month at http://www.acpr.

me/senior-activity-center.php.
May 1 and 2. Lake Martin Area Rodeo. Alex City Horse Club Riding Arena inside the Charles E. 

Bailey Sportplex. Gates will open at 5 p.m. and the show starts at 7 p.m. both nights. Tickets 
are $10 for adults, $5.00 for kids and 3 and under are free. Concessions will be available and 
there will be vendors there. For more information, call (256) 329-6736.

May 4. Swimming Lessons Registration. Charles E. Bailey Sportsplex. The cost is $30 per 
session with each session lasting for two weeks. Swimming lessons will be Tuesday-Friday at 
the city pool. Classes will be held in the morning as well as the afternoon.

May 14 and June 11, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., RECYCLE Electronics. Public Works Department, behind 
Darwin Dobbs. Every second Thursday. CE&E Solutions will be accepting electronics for 
recycling and they are ADEM certified. There is a $10 fee for TVs. Contact City of Alexander 
City Public Works at (256) 409-2020 for more information. Sponsored by the City of 
Alexander City and the Middle Tallapoosa Clean Water Partnership.

May 18, Adult Summer Reading Program Registration. For more information, contact the 
Adelia M. Russell Library, (256) 329-6796.

June 2, City Swimming Pool Opens. 1-5 p.m. daily.
June 6, Color Me Downtown 5K/Fun Run. Race will start and end at the City Pool. The fee is 

$25 in advance and $30 the day of the race. Registration is at 7 a.m. and the race begins at 8 
a.m. All runners will receive free admission to the pool that afternoon. You will be required to 
show your race bib with number.

June 11, 3 p.m., Couponing Workshop. Space is limited so please call (256) 329-6796 to 
register. Come learn how to utilize coupons to help you save money.

June 12 and 13, Annual Jazz Fest. Stand Park on Friday and The Lake Martin Amphitheater on 
Saturday.

June 25, Delores Hydock will speak on “Starch in Their Petticoats: True Stories of Strong 
Women Who Settled the West.” 2 p.m. at the Adelia M. Russell Library. Ms. Hydock is a 
storyteller from Birmingham. She has been a featured teller at the National Storytelling 
Festival in Jonesborough and many other festivals. Her vivacious style fills the audience with 
wit, energy and a swirl of characters that populate her stories of family fireworks, food fads, 
true love, turnip greens and other peculiarities of everyday life.  

Dothan

May 2, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Touch A Truck. Landmark Park. An event that offers kids a chance to 
explore a variety of heavy equipment, trucks and machinery while also meeting the people 
who build, protect and serve our community.  Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for kids and free 
for park members Contact Julie Heller for more information at (334) 794-3452 or jheller@
landmarkpark.com. Additional information can be found at www.landmarkparkdothan.com.

June 11, 7:30 p.m., Music By Moonlight. Landmark Park. Our annual concert series that takes 
place under the stars on the gazebo lawn. Pack a picnic supper and your lawn chairs. Free. 
Contact Julie Heller for more information at (334) 794-3452 or jheller@landmarkpark.com. 
Additional information can be found at www.landmarkparkdothan.com.

June 14, 5-7 p.m., Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social. Landmark Park. It’s a summertime treat 
for the whole family. Activities include butter churning, ice cream making, cake walks and 
more. Plus, free ice cream. Admission is $5 for adults, $3 for kids and $2 and under free. 
Contact Julie Heller for more information at (334) 794-3452 or jheller@landmarkpark.com. 
Additional information can be found at www.landmarkparkdothan.com.

Fairhope

April 30-May 2, Eastern Shore Repertory Theatre will present The Music Man for its second 
annual Theater on the Bluff production. Henry George Park in Fairhope. For tickets or 
information, visit www.easternshoreep.com.

May 7, 2nd Annual Fairhope’s Girls Night Out. Presented by the Downtown Fairhope Business 
Association (DFBA). Ladies on both sides of the Bay are invited to join DFBA for an evening 
of shopping, dining, and strolling through the streets of downtown. Registration for an 
evening pass will be at the Fairhope Welcome Center starting at 4 p.m. the night of the event. 
An evening pass costs $20 and includes a commemorative t-shirt, swag bag, $10 dining 
voucher, and exclusive GNO coupon book. Over 80 shops and restaurants will have extended 
hours and offer women a chance to enjoy special trunk shows, make-up demonstrations, and 
light refreshments. For more information on Fairhope’s Girls Night Out, call (251) 929-1466.

May 9, The Good Life Foundation Sixth Annual Good Life Ride and Hangout. Co-hosted 
by the Alabama Coastal Foundation. The Ride is three “rides” in one with a course suited for 
all skill levels. The proceeds from the Ride benefit safety awareness campaigns for cyclists 
and pedestrians in our coastal region. Registration for the ride is now available through www.
imathlete.com.

•	 Make sure you have at least 16 
inches of insulation in your attic. 
This will keep more of the sun’s 
heat out of your living space so 
the AC doesn’t have to work as 
hard. (Source: All Things Frugal).

•	 You can also upgrade to a more 
efficient model.

 A homes heating system is one 
appliance that can consume a lot of 
electricity. Short of an expensive upgrade 
to improve efficiency, you can do the 
following to reduce electricity consump-
tion in this area (Source: Mother Nature 
Network):

•	 Upgrade to a programmable 
thermostat.

•	 Set the thermostat to the low-
est temperature at which you’re 
comfortable.

•	 Seal and insulate your home’s 
ducts.

•	 Make sure nothing is blocking 
your vents.

•	 Replace your filters regularly.
Some other energy savings tips 

include:
•	 Plant trees to provide shade.
•	 Use ceiling fans to cool off for 

less.
•	 Install energy-efficient windows.
•	 Switch your ceiling fan to turn in 

a counter-clockwise direction in 
the summer; in the winter, run it 
at low speed, but clockwise.

•	 Close exterior doors and windows 
tightly when the AC is on. 

•	 Block the sun from overheating 
your home. Use shades, blinds 
and drapes inside. Outside, use 
awnings, trees and shrubs.

•	 Insulate your walls with injected 
foam insulation to help you save 
energy by keeping hot outside 
air from seeping through porous 
walls.

Implementing these tips will help 
you save money and use only the energy 
necessary for you to live comfortably in 
your home.

Gerald B. Long is the assistant general 
manager of the Utilities Board of Tuskegee.
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May 14-July 9, 3-6 p.m., Summer Outdoor Farmer’s Market. Hosted 
by the City of Fairhope. The market will be set up behind the Fairhope 
Public Library in downtown Fairhope on Bancroft Street. The market 
will feature local farmers, bakers, fresh Baldwin County produce, fresh 
cut flowers, local honey, plants, baked goods and more. The Fairhope 
Public Library will hold story times and children’s activities at 4 p.m. 
each Thursday at the market. For general information about the Summer 
Outdoor Farmers Market, please call (251) 929-1466.

Glow in the Park Summer Movie Series. Glow in the Park Summer Movie 
Series is the best way to light up the night. Want to enjoy a FREE movie 
along with your closest family and friends during a warm summer night? 
Then join us for FREE movies that will make you laugh, make you cry 
and are fun for the whole family. Moviegoers are encouraged to bring a 
blanket or lawn chair and a picnic (no alcohol or glass containers) and 
relax with the whole family. The movies will begin 15 minutes after sunset 
or approximately 7:30 p.m. So grab a lawn chair, pack a picnic basket, sit 
back and enjoy the show. Thursday, June 4: Finding Nemo; Thursday, 
July 2: The Lego Movie; Thursday, August 6: A Bug’s Life. All movies 
will be shown at Fairhopers Community Park. For more information on 
Glow in the Park Summer Movie Series, call (251) 929-1466. 

May 25, 6:30 p.m., Baldwin Pops Annual Sunset Concert Series
The Baldwin Pops will continue its annual Sunset Concert Series in Henry 

George Park. Participants may bring chairs or blankets for seating. For 
more information, call (251) 232-1013.

May 25, American Legion Memorial Day BBQ. The American Legion 
will host its annual Memorial Day BBQ and beach concert. BBQ pork or 
chicken plates will be available for $10 each from 11a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
The American Legion Post 199 is located at 700 South Mobile Street in 
Fairhope. For information, call (251) 928-9132.

May 30 and 31, Grandman Triathlon/Jubilee Kids Triathlon. Saturday, 
May 30 marks the 11th Annual Grandman Triathlon hosted by Mobile 
Baykeeper and Sunday, May 31 marks the 6th Annual Jubilee Kids 
Triathlon hosted by The Eastern Shore Triathlon Club. Beginning with 
a jump off the Fairhope Pier, Grandman racers plunge into a 1/3-mile 
swim, only to hop on their bikes for the next leg of racing. For 18 miles, 
they trek through city, countryside, and shoreline before beginning a 5K 
run through a neighborhood of oak trees, around the duck pond, and end 
up back along the shore of the bay. For more information or to register, 
visit www.thegrandman.com.

Foley

May 1 and 2, Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival. Festival grounds 
located at 18507 U.S. Highway 98 West, Foley, 1/2 mile west of 
Highway 98/Highway 59 in downtown Foley. The Gulf Coast Hot Air 
Balloon Festival, presented by Tanger Outlets, welcomes balloonists 
from across the country and its first ever Carnival. Watch the floating 
works of art grace the skies of South Baldwin County. Each evening hot 
air balloons will light up the evening skies as festival-goers take in a 
ferris wheel or tethered hot air balloon ride during this annual festival. 

Guests will enjoy a fun weekend featuring something for every family 
member including Cajun crawfish, carnival rides, live entertainment, 
ice cold drinks on tap and so much more. Be sure to catch many shows 
including the Disc Connected K-9 World Famous Frisbee Dog Show. 
Grab a cone of homemade ice cream as you shop through an eclectic 
array of local crafters, artisans, and retailers. Many crafters provide onsite 
demonstrations, find a one of kind piece of art, or grab a souvenir to 
commemorate your visit.

Opelika

May 12, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: LSA Jazz Band. Municipal Park.
May 13, 12-1 p.m., Noon Tunes: Martha’s Trouble. Courthouse Square.
May 19, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Kidd Blue. Municipal Park.
May 20, 12-1 p.m., Noon Tunes: Muse. Courthouse Square. 
May 25, 10 a.m., Memorial Day Services. Opelika City Hall. Reception to 

follow at Opelika’s Museum of East Alabama.
May 26, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: East Alabama Community Band. Municipal 

Park.
May 27, 12-1 p.m., Noon Tunes: Strawberry Whine. Courthouse Square.
May 30, 10 a.m., Cardboard Boat Race. Opelika Sportsplex. $15/team or 
boat. Pre-registration is required.
May 30, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Touch a Truck. Downtown Opelika.
June 2, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Conner Lorre. Municipal Park.
June 9, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Route 66. Municipal Park.
June 16, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Bill Brooks, Elvis Lives. Municipal Park.
May 23, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Martha’s Trouble. Municipal Park.
May 30, 7-8 p.m., Summer Swing: Dave Potts. Municipal Park.

Orange Beach

May 9, 11:55 a.m.-4 p.m., Orange Beach Wine Festival. The event takes 
place at Caribe Resort. The Orange Beach Wine Fest is one of the most 
cherished tickets on the island. Over 120 wines, three live music acts, food 
from distinguished local restaurants, boat tours of the bay, custom wine 
glass, custom wine bag, and even craft beer all for only $35 if you buy 
before the event. $45 at the gate. Roam through the large tents and meet 
the representatives of each wine, sample their products, and ask anything 
you wish about the product and its bottle price. Waves of Wine Fest begins 
at noon and we have live music for the entire event. Select local restaurants 
will be providing delicious hors d’oeuvres. Cheese and bread selections 
will also be available in a designated area. For more information, visit 
http://www.wavesofwine.com.

Sylacauga

In May, Comer Museum and Arts Center will feature the works of Sylacauga 
City Schools, K-12.  Reception will be May 14, 5-8p.m.

June brings in art by a hometown boy, Clay Greer, son of Gary and Janice 
Greer. The Artist’s Reception will be June 18, 6:30-8p.m.  

Mondays and Wednesdays in June, 10 a.m., Summer Reading Program. 
B.B. Comer Memorial Library. “Every Hero Has a Story” performances for 
children of all ages; parents must accompany small children.  Tuesdays, 10 
a.m. Story Time for ages 3-5. 

http://www.thegrandman.com
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