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We often take for granted that 
flipping a switch will turn on 
a light or an appliance. And 

that is just fine with America’s electric 
utilities. It means we are doing our job.  

But besides making sure your home 
has all the power it needs, whenever it 
needs it, we also want to help you use 
it safely. Although when properly used, 
electricity is completely safe. It can be easy to forget that 
you should treat it with a good deal of respect.

In recognition of May as National Electrical Safety 
Month, the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) 
and its 11 Members offer some tips on keeping safe around 
electricity:

Outside the Home

• Avoid contact with overhead and underground power 
lines by being aware of their location. Keep a distance 
of at least 10 feet between you and power lines.

• Stay away from downed power lines. Treat all downed 
power lines as if they are live and call your municipal 
electric system.

• Be aware of the location of overhead power lines when 
raising ladders antennas, or any object. Ladders — 
even those made of wood — that contact a power line 
can prove fatal.

• Take special care with portable electric generators, 
which if improperly installed or operated, can become 
deadly for you and for our lineworkers. Power from 
generators can backfeed along power lines and electro-
cute anyone coming in contact with them, including 
lineworkers making repairs. It is advisable to have a 
qualified, licensed electrician install your generator to 
ensure that it meets local electrical codes.

• Do not fly kites or toss objects around power lines. It 
can cause damage to the lines and possibly result in 
electrocution. 

• If your vehicle comes into contact with power lines, 
the best thing to do is to wait for emergency person-
nel to arrive. If you must exit, jump out with both feet 
together to a clear area and move away carefully. 

Inside the Home

• Electrical outlets should not be overloaded. Too many 
items plugged into one outlet can create a fire and 
shock hazard. 

• Keep electrical appliances such as radios, hair dry-
ers, and toasters away from sinks, toilets, and bath-
tubs. Water and electricity don’t mix, and can cause 
serious injury. 
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 

our Member communities a reliable and 

economical source of electric power, 

enabling them to preserve and enhance 

the benefits of municipal utility owner-

ship for their citizens and the electric 

customers they serve. We strive to offer 

services that our Members need and can 

adapt to provide the best value for their 

communities and customers.
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More than 200 towns and cities, like the City of Alexander City, will stage 
homecoming events and unveil historic markers in 2010 as part of the state’s 
tourism promotional campaign for 2010 – The Year of Small Towns and 
Downtowns.

Each year, the Alabama Tourism Department highlights a certain aspect 
of Alabama in its year-long promotional campaigns. Some previous “Year of” 
efforts have focused on Alabama food, history, sports, gardens and outdoors. 

The homecoming events will continue through mid-December. Historic 
markers written by local historians and provided by the Alabama Tourism 
Department will be unveiled at the events.

Alexander City will take part in The Year of Small Towns and Downtowns by 
hosting its own Hometown Celebration. Alexander City’s Hometown Celebra-
tion is scheduled June 11-13. It will be a weekend for all current and former 
residents to celebrate Alexander City.  

The state Tourism Department has posted a list of towns and event dates 
on its homecoming web site, www.alabamahomecoming.com. 

For more about Alexander City’s Hometown Celebration, see Page 8.
(Photos courtesy of Main Street Alexander City)



I was recently in Washington, 
D.C., participating in the Amer-
ican Public Power Association’s 

(APPA) Legislative Conference. Rep-
resentatives from Alabama Munici-
pal Electric Authority (AMEA) and 
Electric Cities of Alabama held face-
to-face meetings with Alabama’s 
congressional delegation to discuss 
issues which impact municipally-

owned electric utilities and public power, including the 
provisions of future climate change legislation.  

We are very encouraged that all seven members of 
Alabama’s congressional delegation, as well as both U.S. 
Senators, are in agreement with us that climate change 
provisions should be balanced between protecting the 
environment and the impact of potential costs to you, 
the consumer.

There is still the issue of whether or not a cli-
mate bill can pass the U.S. Senate this year due to the 
upcoming elections, the current state of the economy, 
and the increase in electricity costs that would be as-
sociated with such a bill, among other issues.  

With Congress unable to pass cap-and-trade legis-
lation as easily as some Members hoped, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) is moving forward on 
its own set of global warming regulations. The EPA’s 
endangerment finding, which took effect January 14, 
gives the EPA authority under the Clean Air Act to 
regulate greenhouse gases.

This was an issue which was discussed while I was 
in Washington, D.C. There has been such cause for 
concern over this issue that APPA, the service orga-
nization for the nation’s more than 2,000 community-
owned electric utilities that serve more than 45 million 
Americans, has asked members of the Senate to support 
a resolution offered by Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, 
that would prohibit the EPA from regulating green-
house gases under the Clean Air Act.

In a letter to all 100 members of the Senate in 
February, APPA President and CEO Mark Crisson said 
APPA backs the resolution, (S.J. Res 26), put forward 
by Murkowski and 40 other senators.

According to Crisson, “since 2007, APPA has been 
on record in support of congressional action to address 
climate change, while at the same time indicating 
that legislation should create a clear line between the 
existing Clean Air Act and a new law to reduce green-
house gas emissions, and that the EPA should not move 
forward to regulate under the Clean Air Act in the ab-
sence of such legislation. The Clean Air Act is particu-
larly unsuited for such a task because it was created 
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In My Opinion
to address criteria pollutants as opposed to ubiquitous 
greenhouse gas emissions.”

APPA “has conveyed this view to the EPA and 
Congress in numerous formal filings, statements, let-
ters, hearings, and meetings,” Crisson said. Now that 
EPA “has nonetheless decided to move aggressively to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions, as evidenced by 
its most recent decisions and proposed rulemakings,” 
APPA supports the Murkowski disapproval resolution, 
he said. 

Crisson noted that two climate change bills pend-
ing in Congress to date, H.R. 2454 and S. 1733, both 
fail to create a “bright line” between the Clean Air Act 
and the new regulatory regimes contemplated in these 
measures.

APPA supports the Murkowski disapproval resolu-
tion “to ensure that the EPA does not regulate green-
house gas emissions under the Clean Air Act while 
workable legislation is being developed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions,” Crisson said. “APPA will 
continue to work with Congress to ensure that such 
legislation is enacted.”

The EPA’s attempt to regulate carbon dioxide (CO2), 
in addition to being the most expensive and expansive 
environmental regulation in history, would bypass the 
legislative process completely. Much like a cap-and-
trade system, the goal of the EPA’s regulatory plan is 
to reduce CO2 emissions. And also much like cap and 
trade, the EPA plan would have similar economic costs. 

To protect America’s energy and economic in-
terests, Congress should rein in the EPA’s regulatory 
authority by amending the Clean Air Act to exclude 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from com-
ing under the EPA’s purview. 

The burden of the EPA regulations will be paid for 
by every American. The regulations would have the 
same impact on the gross domestic product and em-
ployment as would a major new energy tax as passed 
through cap and trade, but they would be worse, since 
they would entail more compliance, administrative, 
and legal costs. All in all, it would be a bad deal for 
American consumers.

AMEA will continue doing its part to keep you 
informed of legislation that could adversely affect 
you and your family. We will continue to protect your 
quality of life through affordable, reliable electricity 
and encourage realistic, workable solutions for future 
energy needs.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
  AMEA President & CEO
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Thirty-three high school 
seniors will be enrolling 
in a four-year university 

or two-year college this fall with 
help from the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority (AMEA) and its 
11 Members through the AMEA 
2010 Scholarship Program. 

AMEA has provided scholarship assistance since 
1992. 

Approximately $82,500 will be awarded in this year’s 
program (see list of winners below). AMEA received 
approximately 150 scholarship applications in the 2010 
program.

To be eligible for the AMEA scholarship or techni-
cal scholarship, a student’s family must receive electric 
service from a Member’s electric utility and the student 
must attend an Alabama college or university.

“We are very pleased with the response to this year’s 
program and we congratulate the winners,” said Pamela 
Poole, AMEA Scholarship Program Coordinator.

Ms. Poole said AMEA will begin marketing the schol-
arship program to schools within its Member cities and 
also on the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, Scholarship 
Program, this fall.

This year’s winners are:

AMEA Scholarship

Amber Freeman, Alexander City (Benjamin Russell High 
School)

Mitchell Luckie, Alexander City (Benjamin Russell High 
School)

Mary Barrett, Alexander City (Benjamin Russell High 
School)

Alison Ward, Dothan (Northside Methodist Academy)
Emily Hoekenga, Dothan (Houston Academy)
tyler Busby, Fairhope (Fairhope High School)
Allyson Causey, Fairhope (Fairhope High School)
Katie Dorgan, Fairhope (Fairhope High School)
ryan Young, Riviera Utilities-Foley (Foley High School)
Jordan Craddock, Riviera Utilities-Foley (Foley High 

School)
Jerderi Finley, LaFayette (LaFayette High School)
Jeremy Perry, LaFayette (Community Fellowship School)
Corsavius Jackson, Lanett (Lanett High School)
Shamiya Hicks, Lanett (Lanett High School)
Li Ying Fang, Luverne (Luverne High School)
Quinteller Evans, Luverne (Luverne High School)
David Shirley, Opelika (Ballard Christian Academy)
Emma Strickland, Opelika (Opelika High School)
thomas Ballew, Opelika (Opelika High School)
Austyn Grissom, Piedmont (Piedmont High School)
Allyson Harper, Piedmont (Piedmont High School)
Anna Bates, Sylacauga Utilities Board (Sylacauga High 

School)

Callie Johnson, Sylacauga Utilities Board (Sylacauga 
High School)

Darius James, Utilities Board of Tuskegee (Booker T. 
Washington High School)

Imani McMullin, Utilities Board of Tuskegee (Alabama 
Christian Academy)

Alexis Oliver, Utilities Board of Tuskegee (St. Jude 
Educational Institute)

AMEA technical Scholarship

Carrie Egbert, Dothan (Ridgecrest Christian School}
Stephanie Smith, Riviera Utilities-Foley (Spanish Fort 

High School)
Danyetta ross, LaFayette (LaFayette High School)
Kayla towles, Lanett (Lanett High School)
Jenna Stone, Luverne (Luverne High School)
Sonya Motes, Piedmont (Piedmont High School)
ranae Burton, Sylacauga Utilities Board (Sylacauga High 

School)

AMEA and its Members announce scholarship winners

From the Editor
Continued from page 2

• If there are children in the house, be sure that 
all electrical outlets have safety covers. A child 
sticking any item into the socket can be seriously 
hurt. 

• Unplug an electrical appliance before attempting 
to fix it. 

• When unplugging an appliance, don’t pull on the 
cord. This can damage the insulation and cause 
shock or a fire. Instead, pull from the plug. 

We hope these tips motivate you to start mak-
ing safety your priority. Public awareness and safety 
go hand-in-hand. Electric safety is a 24-7, 365-day-
a-year responsibility for all of us. 

AMEA and its Members are committed to keep-
ing you safe around electricity. That’s why we fea-
ture safety articles in each issue of Alabama 
Currents. In this issue, we feature an article on 
Electrical Safety Month.

For additional safety resources, go to www.
amea.com, Publications, Safety Resources. 

This is the perfect time for each of us to ex-
amine our homes and practices to ensure we are 
using electricity wisely. Electricity contributes to 
our quality of life, it lights and cools our homes, 
heats our water and powers many of our appliances. 
Take steps to use it correctly and prevent accidents. 
Think safety and respect the power of electricity.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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the most energy-efficient house possible?
By Doug Rye

We have built the most energy-efficient house 
possible. Are you serious, you ask? Yes, I’m 
serious. And we did it at a reasonable cost.

About a year ago, I received a phone call and was 
asked if I would be willing to be a consultant on a model 
home with the proceeds going to a great charity, the 
March of Dimes. I told them yes, but if my name was go-
ing to be associated with the house, it would have to be 
built strictly to my energy standards. They sent me a set 

of the house plans. The house has 2,041 square feet, with three bedrooms, two 
full baths, and 10-foot ceilings. I did my normal heating and cooling calcula-
tions, prepared a list of energy construction requirements, calculated the heat-
ing and cooling guarantee, and mailed them back to the builder.

I didn’t hear anymore about it until I got a call telling me that the house 
was completed and asked if we could set a date for me to broadcast the house 
opening on my radio show. They told me that it was going to be promoted as the 
most energy-efficient house in Arkansas. Well, that really caught me off-guard 
and I thought that such a bold statement might be challenged. I was certain 
that the house was efficient, but the most energy-efficient house in the state? 
Wow, I don’t know about that.

I told my wife that we needed to go see the house before I would declare it 
the best in the state. So away we went.

I was thrilled when I found that the builder actually exceeded my require-
ments. By now it was only seven days until the opening and the radio show, and 
the house still had to be fully decorated.

This bold statement was still a concern to me, so I suggested to the builder 
that we have the house tested by a certified third-party energy rater. By the 
time the decorators completed their work, only two days were left before the 
show. The house was rated and we received the paperwork on the morning of 
the show. The house was rated as a 5 Stars Plus with a score of 50. By now, it 
was only one hour until we went on air, so I asked the rater if he would be a 
guest on the show. He was happy to do so.

Here is our radio conversation:
Doug:  What do you think of the house?
Rater:  It is beautiful.
Doug:  How did the house rate?
Rater:  The rating was a 5 Stars Plus.
Doug:  What is the highest rating possible?
Rater:  It is 5 Stars Plus.
Doug:  What was our score?
Rater:  It was 50 and anything under 70 is remarkable.
Doug:   Have you ever known of a house that tested more energy efficient than 

this house?
Rater:  No.
Doug:   If we had installed solar panels on the roof or a wind turbine, would we 

get a better rating?
Rater:  No.
Doug:   Do you know of anything that we could have done that would have re-

sulted in a better score?
Rater:  No.
Doug:  Wow, this is wonderful. Actually, it is a life-long dream.

Folks, this is not difficult, so why doesn’t everyone do it? If you are plan-
ning to build a new house, just call me and I will help you, too.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a freelance writer for Alabama Cur-
rents, providing energy-efficiency information and tips to help customers maximize 
their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or 
www.dougrye.com

Starting April 19, Alabamians 
replacing certain types of old 
appliances with new ENERGY 

STAR®-labeled models may be eligible 
for substantial rebates. 

The Alabama Energy Efficient Ap-
pliance Rebate program will run until 
May 9 or until applications exceed 
the available funds. 

The Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community Affairs 
(ADECA) has established a web site, 
www.alrebates.com, and a toll-free 
number, (877) 856-6645, where Ala-
bamians can reserve a rebate begin-
ning April 19. Appliances purchased 
prior to April 19 are not eligible for 
rebates. The web site provides addi-
tional information for consumers and 
retailers.

The program will give rebates of 
$25 for room air conditioners, $50 
for freezers, $75 for dishwashers, 
$100 for clothes washers and $150 for 
standard-size refrigerators. A total of 
about $4.1 million will be available 

Continued on page 10

You still have time to 
cash in on the 

Alabama Energy  
Efficient Appliance  

Rebate Program 
ADECA establishes web 
site, hotline for rebates
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We take certain things for granted, like 
air, water, food — and power to run 
the things we use for entertainment, 

home maintenance and work. That power is 
electricity.

Electricity is both a blessing and a hazard. 
Whether we get our power from the sun, wind, 
water, coal or oil, the end product — electricity 
— needs to be respected.

For that reason, education and awareness 
about electrical safety is crucial, and National 
Electrical Safety Month each May is a corner-
stone of that effort. Electrical safety is a 24-7 
issue, 365 days a year.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and its 11 Members offer these help-
ful tips to make this time of year, as well as all 
year long, safe and enjoyable:

When working outdoors, position ladders 
away from power lines; keep this in mind when 
painting or cleaning gutters. Even a wooden 
ladder can conduct electricity. Maintain a 
minimum of 10 feet of clearance from overhead 
power lines.

Underground wires are a hidden danger. 
Never dig around a home or business without 
checking for underground wires or cables.

Before using any electrical tool, be sure to 
inspect it for frayed power cords, broken plugs 
and cracked or broken sockets. When using an 
electric appliance outdoors, be sure it is plugged 
into an outlet that has a weatherproof cover 
and a ground fault circuit interrupter. Never use 
an electric appliance near a pool or other wet 
surfaces. If a problem occurs in the equipment, 
the interrupter will instantly cut the power, 
preventing a serious electric shock. 

Fairhope receives stimulus 
funding to improve traffic lights

By D. Fran Morley

The City of Fairhope is one of five cities in Alabama 
awarded economic stimulus grants to help improve 
traffic lighting. Fairhope will receive a $62,000 grant 

to purchase and install new light-emitting diode (LED) traf-
fic signals and caution lights at 33 intersections, reducing 
both energy and maintenance costs.

Scott Sligh, Fairhope Electric Superintendent, said the 
LED lights burn approximately 10 percent of the energy 
that incandescent lighting does. 

“In addition, the life expectancy of the bulbs is longer 
for LED lights than for incandescent, meaning our crews 
will make fewer trips to maintain 
the bulbs over the life of 
the light,” said Sligh.

LED traffic lights 
are comprised of mul-
tiple LED bulbs in 
a circle shape. The 
lights should ap-
pear brighter and 
be more visible at 
dawn and dusk. 

“We get calls 
from drivers 
complaining of a 
red and green light 
burning at the same 
time.  In every case, 
what these drivers are 
observing is the sun light-
ing either the red or green lens 
to give the appearance of them both being lit simultane-
ously. We are confident that the LED lights will reduce that 
effect,” Sligh added.

Sligh said the new traffic lights should be installed 
over the next six months.

The grants are administered by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Economic and Community Affairs from funds made 
available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy as 
part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009.

For more information on Fairhope Public Utilities or 
the City of Fairhope, call (251) 928-8003, or visit www.
cofairhope.com.
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May is national  
Electrical Safety Month

think safety: respect the 
power of electricity
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Hometown Celebration in Alexander City
By Tracy Kendrick

G overnor Bob Riley has declared 2010 as The Year of Small Towns and 
Downtowns. The Governor has encouraged all small towns and down-
towns in Alabama to invite former residents and celebrate the impor-

tance of our small towns and downtowns, 
Alexander City will participate in the celebration by hosting its own 

Hometown Celebration, June 11-13. This will be a weekend for all current and 
former residents to celebrate Alexander City.  

The Alexander City Hometown Celebration will include entertainment in 
the downtown area including an art show, a historical photo tour, and guided 
bus tours. The city will also host a School Reunions for all former students. 
Several local churches are planning a special service in honor of all former 
residents.

Guided bus tours will be held on Friday, June 11, starting at 10 a.m. The 
tours will begin and end at the Charles E. Bailey, Sr. Sportplex Football Stadi-
um parking lot. There will also be lots of entertainment in the downtown area 
on Friday including an art show featuring works of Mrs. Sarah Carlisle Towery 
and a historical photo tour. A Historic Marker Dedication will take place on 
Friday at 4:30 pm. The dedication will be on the hill of Strand Park. 

Later that evening, jazz music will fill the air as the 20th Annual Alex-
ander City Jazz Fest kicks off. The Alexander City Jazz Fest, a two-day event, 
is funded by local sponsors and is free to the public. Saturday’s concert will 
be located at the Lake Martin Amphitheater. Every year Alexander City comes 
alive to the sound of jazz from many great performers. As you come to cel-
ebrate your hometown, make sure you do not miss the 20th Annual Alexander 
City Jazz Fest.

The School Reunions will be held on Saturday. All former elementary 
students who attended Avondale School, Russell School, Laurel School or City 
Elementary School prior to 1971 are encouraged to attend the Early Elemen-
tary School Reunion from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Each former student is asked to 
bring two covered dishes and a carton of soda or a gallon of tea. At 3 p.m., a 
High School Reunion will be held at Hamp Lyon Stadium. All Benjamin Russell 
High School, Laurel High School and the old Alexander City High students 
from 1930 to 2010 are encouraged to attend. Due to limited downtown park-
ing, shuttle buses will be running from the Sportplex parking lot to Hamp 
Lyon Stadium. The reunion will end in time for everyone to attend the Jazz 
Fest at the Lake Martin Amphitheater.

If you are planning to attend the Hometown Celebration, make sure you 
take time to visit the unique shops in downtown Alexander City. The shops 
are a must see in Alexander City. They offer a variety of items and you can 
find something for everyone.  You can find anything from antiques to an old-
fashioned soda fountain.

Make your plans now to attend Alexander City’s Hometown Celebration. 
Come see how Alexander City has changed through the years. Don’t pass up 
this opportunity to catch up with former classmates and friends. While you’re 
visiting, make plans also to attend the 20th Annual Alexander City Jazz Fest. 

Alexander City, your hometown, is waiting for you.
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tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY: Day time (256) 409-2080 
 After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 – DO nOt CALL 911

Be sure all electrical equipment 
for your swimming pool is ground-
ed properly. If you’re installing a 
pool, have it inspected by your 
city’s electrical inspector when 
the job is completed. A ground 
fault circuit interrupter should be 
installed on your pool’s electrical 
equipment. 

Don’t let anyone climb utility 
poles, towers, pad-mounted trans-
formers or trees near power lines. If 
your pet gets stranded on a pole or 
if your child’s ball or toy goes into 
an electric substation, don’t try to 
get them yourself. Call your munici-
pal electric system.

Never construct a kite from wire 
or metal; always use paper or wood. 
That goes for the tail, too; it should 
be made only of dry string or cloth. 
Always keep your kite away from 
electric power lines and choose a 
clear, dry day for kite flying. If your 
kite should get snagged in power 
lines or in a tree in which lines 
might be concealed, don’t try to 
free it yourself. Call your municipal 
electric system.

Watch for power lines when 
sailing or bringing your boat ashore. 
Lower the mast when pulling the 
boat on a trailer to avoid contact 
with power lines along the road.

If you buy a generator, make 
sure it is properly installed by a 
licensed electrician and it includes a 
transfer switch. 

Always stay away from downed 
power lines and assume any fallen 
wires are live and extremely danger-
ous. Don’t touch anything that may 
be in contact with downed wires. 
Call 9-1-1 or your electric municipal 
electric system immediately.

To learn more about electrical 
safety, visit the AMEA web site, 
www.amea.com; the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, www.
cpsc.gov; or Electrical Safety Foun-
dation International, www.esfi.org.

Continued from page 7

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
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The State of Alabama is hosting the Great Alabama Home-
coming during 2010 and Opelika is one of the more than 
200 communities participating in this spectacular event, 

which invites folks “home” for a celebration of their roots across 
our great state.

The Opelika Homecoming event will take place Saturday, July 
17, and will center on an all-day “welcome home” festival to be 
held in the beautiful historic downtown. The event is scheduled 
to take place between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. and will include booths to 
showcase local artists, food, and children’s activities.  There will 
also be lots of entertainment and storytelling.

At this special event, we will unveil a historic marker, cel-
ebrating our heritage. It is a unique symbol of the character and 
personality of our community through the years.  If you have 
family or friends who used to live here, but have moved away, 
invite them back home for a wonderful day of celebration, family, 
fellowship and fun as we celebrate our heritage and prepare for 
our future.

Opelika’s Billy Hitchcock Miracle Field:  
a venue where dreams come true

It started as a vision of the Opelika Lions Club after seeing 
a presentation – a special “miracle” field created especially for 
people with disabilities so they could have the experience and 
thrill of playing baseball just like everyone else. 

When the Opelika Lions Club presented the dream to the City of Opelika Administration and the Opelika Parks & 
Recreation Board, there was no question about it…we were going to build it. The place chosen was field #8 at West Ridge 
Baseball Complex.

After lots of fundraising, in-kind donations and work, the new Miracle Field was completed and ready for its first 
season of play. But it’s not just a baseball field. It includes an entire environment suited for special needs youth and ball 
players. The field itself has a rubberized synthetic turf allowing wheelchairs and walkers to glide unrestricted in addition 
to the accessible dugouts and bleachers. The environment encompasses a control center with wheelchair and walker acces-
sible restrooms and water fountains, an all-accessible press box, a special needs accessible playground, and a pavilion for 
family and community fellowship.

This unique field bears the name of Opelika’s own Billy Hitchcock, an outstanding Major League baseball player, coach, 
manager and scout who was, according to the words of AU Athletics Director Emeritus, David Housel, “the epitome of what 
a man should be:  strong, compassionate, caring….(who) didn’t take the praise for himself, but gave it to others.”

By the time this article is published, the third season of the Miracle Field League will have finished. This year’s league 
included 70 players who made up six teams:  the Cubs, the Marlins, the Diamondbacks, the Orioles, the Mets, and the Phillies.  

As Hope Tadych of the Miracle League said, “We have many people who volunteer their time to coordinate besides the 
Board of Directors to make all this activity possible.  Lori Fuller with Sports Academy has coordinated outside events for 
our players. Scooter and Amy Sanderson are Buddy Coordinators, and Jimmy Wright from Wright’s Groceries donates all 
snacks and drinks for the players every game. And to some of the players, the snacks are the highlight of the day. Also, 
Coach Trooper Taylor sells his ‘Trooper Towels’ to raise support and sees that he and his AU players and cheerleaders make 
it to some of our games. We have also had the Lee-Scott Academy baseball players come and play with us and the Opelika 
High School baseball team has raised support for us in the past.  And while I know I’m leaving out others, this is just a 
small sample of how people are involved with our Miracle League and making a difference.”

Rob Cox, Chairman of the Board, said it best, “Having this special field is great. Seeing the smiles of the participants; 
well, it just doesn’t get any better than that!”

You can catch season four beginning next season in March. Games are played on Sunday afternoons, starting at 2 p.m.  
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Opelika participates in the Great Alabama Homecoming
By Jan Gunter
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Riviera Utilities helps customers 
prevent identity theft

By David Horton

H ave you ever had your identity stolen? Are you careful 
with your personal information?  Riviera Utilities truly 
believes in protecting your identity and goes to great 

measures to protect your identity.
On Nov. 1, 2008, the Fair and Accurate Credit 

Transaction Act (FACT Act) took effect.  It is a 
law passed by Congress, designed to help you, the 
consumer, fight the growing problem of identity 
theft. 

Most people do not realize how easily crimi-
nals can obtain personal data without having to 
break into your home. In public places, for example, criminals 
may engage in “shoulder surfing.” They will watch you from a 
nearby location as you punch in your telephone calling card number or 
credit card number. They may listen in on your conversation if you give 
your credit card number over the telephone to a hotel or rental car com-
pany.

Some criminals engage in “dumpster diving.” They will go through your 
garbage can or a community dumpster or trash bin to obtain copies of your 
checks, credit card or bank statements, or other records that typically bear 
your name, address, and even your telephone number. These types of re-
cords make it easier for criminals to get control over accounts in your name 
and assume your identity.

If you receive applications for “pre-approved” credit cards in the mail, 
but discard them without tearing up the enclosed materials, criminals 
may retrieve them and try to activate the cards for their use without your 
knowledge. Always tear up materials with your name and information on it.           

In recent years, the Internet has become an appealing place for crimi-
nals to obtain identifying data. In their haste to explore the exciting fea-
tures of the Internet, many people respond to “spam” or unsolicited e-mail. 

With enough identifying information about an individual, a criminal 
can take over an individual’s identity to conduct a wide range of crimes.  If 
the criminal takes steps to ensure that bills from falsely obtained credit 
cards, or bank statements showing unauthorized withdrawals, are sent to 
an address other than the victim’s, the victim may not become aware of 
what is happening until the criminal has already inflicted substantial dam-
age on the victim’s assets, credit, and reputation.

You will notice the way we do business at Riviera in order to comply 
with the FACT Act. When you call to change your utility services, you will 
be asked to provide some form of identification, such as the last 4 digits of 
your Social Security or utility account number. If you do not have that in-
formation, you may be requested to come into the office to accomplish the 
changes. New customers will be required to furnish two forms of identifica-
tion, one being either a state or federal government issued photo identi-
fication to establish identity. We will also require this information from 
existing customers in the event the information is not already on file. 

You can have the confidence and peace of mind knowing that Riviera 
Utilities is doing everything possible to help you protect your identity.  
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for the rebates, which are funded as 
part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

“By taking advantage of the ap-
pliance rebate program, Alabamians 
will save money, give a boost to local 
retailers, cut energy consumption and 
conserve millions of gallons of water,” 
ADECA Director Doni Ingram said. “I 
encourage Alabamians to act quickly 
so they do not miss this opportunity.”

Consumers who reserve 
their rebates at www.alre-
bates.com or through the 
toll-free number will have 15 
days to purchase a qualified 
appliance from a retailer in 
Alabama and mail the rebate 
application form and purchase 
validation. Internet purchases 
will not qualify for rebates. 

The program is open to Alabam-
ians age 18 and older and will be 
limited to one rebate per appliance 
type and no more than two rebates 
per household. Approved applicants 
will receive a Visa Prepaid Card by 
mail. The cards can be used anywhere 
Visa is accepted.

In addition to upfront savings 
through the rebate program, con-
sumers who purchase ENERGY STAR-
labeled appliances also will save 
in energy costs needed to operate 
the appliance. Appliances with the 
ENERGY STAR label meet strict federal 
energy efficiency guidelines set by 
the U.S. Department of Energy and 
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Energy efficient appliance rebate 
programs have been popular with 
residents in several other states. In 
Iowa, all rebate funds were reserved 
within 24 hours of the start of a 
program similar to the one Alabama 
is offering, according to Energysav-
ers.gov. Minnesota and Rhode Island 
fulfilled rebate allotments within 48 
hours of the start of those programs. 

Alabama Energy Efficient 
Appliance Rebate Program 
Continued from page 6
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Lanett Municipal Airport

T he $1.1 trillion appropriations bill approved by 
the U.S. Congress includes a major project for the 
City of Lanett. The Lanett Municipal Airport will 

receive $5 million for runway construction. U.S. Senator 
Richard Shelby of Alabama was one of three Republicans 
who voted for the bill.  

The money will cover the cost of runway construc-
tion, as well as environmental assessments and land 
acquisition.

“A longer runway is needed at Lanett Municipal 
Airport to boost economic development in the area and 
attract tier one auto part suppliers who will need an ad-
equate airport to support increased business,” said Sen. 
Shelby. “If this airport is able to support greater air traf-
fic it will be an incredible economic development and job 
creation tool for a region in Alabama that has recently 
lost numerous jobs.”

Lanett Municipal Airport has made a tremendous 
comeback in the last few years. The airport sits close to 
I-85 and is located halfway between Montgomery and 
Atlanta. 

Work began on the airport in March 2006 with a 
$650,000 upgrade. A $400,000 grant allowed the City of 
Lanett to buy land at both ends of the runway.  

Lanett receives funding 
for municipal airport
By Jennie Gunnells

The City of Lanett held a grand opening for the 
airport in May 2008. Over 3,000 people enjoyed food, fun 
and flying. It was a very festive and enjoyable day with 
many fly-overs and many planes being flown and shown.

The city hopes to build another 5,000-foot runway 
because the current one is too short for commercial traffic. 

The airport has been brought up to Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) standards and is now licensed by 
the state of Alabama and the FAA. The runway and apron 
have been resurfaced and runway lights are operative for 
night landings when necessary. There is onsite self-ser-
vice aviation fuel available to pilots for purchase.

“The airport is right between two major industrial 
parks, immediately adjacent to I-85, less than five miles 
from the Kia plant and just a few miles from the new 
Hampton Inn in Lanett,” said Lanett Mayor Oscar Craw-
ley. “This airport truly has location, location, location!”  

Support for the Lanett Municipal Airport comes not 
only from the City of Lanett, but from the City of Valley, 
the City of LaFayette, and the City of West Point, GA.

“This area lost many textile jobs and these com-
munities worked to develop the airport to attract new 
business,” said Crawley. “The airport was once closed and 
neglected with a weedy runway. It is now a great success 
story.”

Flights over Lanett Municipal Airport

Aerial view of Lanett Municipal Airport 
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Tuskegee University continues to make major investments in its 
physical plant to impact the educational and student programs at 
the University. The historic institution launched a multi-million 

dollar capital improvement program that began in 2008. Highly vis-
ible on campus, the project includes new construction, revitalization 
of some of its most recognized landmarks and major infrastructure 
improvements.

“It’s a continuing process of renewal and replacement,” said Dr. 
Benjamin F. Payton, Tuskegee University President, regarding the capi-
tal improvement initiatives. 

The capital improvement project, at a cost in excess of $45 million, 
includes renovations to Huntington Hall (Teacher Education), Ellen C. 
James Hall, Warren G. Logan Hall, Margaret Murray Washington Hall and Wilcox A. There have also been internal im-
provements made in Lewis Adams and Olivia Davidson residential halls – notably the replacement of heating and cooling 
systems. There are plans to do the same to Russell, Bethune and Banneker halls. Adams and Banneker both will receive 
bathroom upgrades.

“There are many improvements going on that are not as visible as the building renovations,” Payton said. “There is 
work on infrastructure for water and electrical distribution and more, due to increased demand. Aged valves have been 
replaced to make sure we have adequate water not only for domestic use, but for fire protection as well. Computer lab 
upgrades and road resurfacing are also part of the plan.”

Funding for the project was realized from bonds issued by the University and the U.S. Department of Education for 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Most of the contracts for construction and design have been awarded to firms 
owned by or are employers of Tuskegee alumni. 

Payton said, “Current engineering and architecture students have been involved in many phases of the massive ini-
tiative as well.” 

“Our intention is to continue to involve students in meaningful ways in most projects whenever feasible,” Payton 
said. “It’s very much part of the learning experience.”

Willcox A, the first completely renovated structure in the plan, houses the architecture and construction manage-
ment programs. While keeping historic aesthetics, it features many modern amenities. 

“The building has the latest technology for architectural education and state-of-the-art security systems,” Payton 
said. “It’s a wonderful resuscitation of the structure.”

James Hall, the residential component of the National Bioethics Center, was completed in 2008. The building has ap-

Tuskegee University’s 
multi-million dollar 
capital improvement 
program brings added 
amenities to historic 
campus

Renovations at Margaret Murray Washington Hall

Paytons sign beam
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proximately 78 rooms for researchers, fellows, faculty, staff 
and undergraduates in the Bioethics Scholars program. 

Students, of course, are the focus of the University in 
any project it undertakes. This is especially evident in the 
renovations of Logan and Murray Washington halls.

Murray Washington Hall, built in 1897 and named for 
University founder Booker T. Washington’s third wife, is 
receiving perhaps the most dramatic change. The building, 
located adjacent to the Lincoln Gates (main entrance to 
campus) and across the avenue from the Booker T. Wash-
ington Monument, is being demolished due to structural 
disrepair. The new 25,000-square-foot facility will provide 
state-of-the-art accommodations for the Office of Enroll-
ment Management, bookstore and dining services. This 
portion of the capital improvement program is slated for 
completion in June 2010. The architect is Rosser Interna-
tional of Atlanta. 

“As we’ve studied this new opportunity further, we 
wanted to make sure we put up a building at this sig-
nificant location that is functionally sound for student 
service operations and represents our best design options,”   
Payton said.

Logan Hall will be a student recreational center.
“Right now the athletics department and physical 

education classes are competing for space in the “Chappie” 
James Center,” Payton said. “A restored Logan Hall will 
help with that challenge.”

The building will include a fitness center open to all 
enrolled students, a theater for plays and other produc-
tions, and dressing rooms. It will also serve as the head-
quarters for the athletics department, as well as house the 
Tuskegee University Hall of Fame. The project is set to be 
complete in late 2010.

Construction for a new science building will begin 
later this year. It will be located between Armstrong Hall 
and the Carver Foundation Research building. Plans for 
this building are currently in the design phase.

While Tuskegee maintains its historical significance, 
it is important that upgrades are constantly made, Payton 
said.

“We’re on a 128-year-old historic campus,” he said. “My 
administration is committed to maintaining the legacy of 
these structures and updating the levels of comfort that 
today’s students and faculty deserve where appropriate.”

For more information contact, Janene Tate (334) 724-
4552.
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SUB Electric Department 
upgrades distribution system

By Deborah Rogers

T he Sylacauga Utili-
ties Board’s (SUB) 
Electric Depart-

ment is implementing 
several upgrades, both 
physical and adminis-
trative, to the distri-
bution system. A study 
was done in 2008 with 
the goal of improving 
system reliability. Engi-
neering consultants, Stewart 
Engineering, recommended several 
hardware changes that would improve SUB’s ability to 
move electrical loads from one part of the system to 
another during emergency situations.

Pike Electric began work in March.  In the meter-
ing station, seven switches were upgraded, and one 
switch was repaired and upgraded. The upgrades 
included an increase rating from 600 amps to 1,200 
amps for each switch. This improves SUB’s ability to 
transfer its current load between breakers in emer-
gencies.

Pike is also in the process of upgrading the 
conductor between two of SUB’s substations. The 
wire size will be increased on two circuits to allow 
greater flexibility in switching customer load between 
the substations. The bus work was modified in one 
substation from rigid to wire so that SUB could have 
better flexibility in connecting its transformers.

Sylacauga has also begun creating a database 
of its physical system attributes. Global Positioning 
System (GPS) readings have been taken of all primary 
line and SUB is now more than halfway through map-
ping the secondary lines which will include GPS coor-
dinates of lights, meters, poles, transformers, etc. The 
same work will eventually be done for the gas, water, 
telecommunications, and sewer systems.

Once the database is complete and new meters 
are in place as part of the Automated Meter Reading 
(AMR) project, SUB will implement an outage manage-
ment program. This will enable SUB to tell when and 
where a power outage occurs even before its custom-
ers begin to call.

All of these improvements will enable SUB to 
respond quickly and effectively to electrical system 
needs, ultimately a great benefit for SUB customers.

Capital improvements at Warren G. Logan Hall
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Dothan Utilities and City of Dothan participate in county 
Groundwater Education Day

By Joette Booker
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N umerous water educa-
tors and enthusiasts 
from the City of 

Dothan, Houston County and 
across the state teamed up 
for an exciting and interac-
tive day of learning at the 
Ninth Annual Houston County 
Groundwater Education Day on 
April 9 at Wallace Community 
College in Dothan.  

Approximately 1,200 
fourth grade students from 
Dothan City and Houston 
County Schools participated 
in hands-on learning activi-
ties focused on groundwater. 
Issues discussed were the 
importance of water to all life; 
groundwater’s role in the wa-
ter cycle; the interdependence 
of plants, trees, wildlife, soil 
and water; and the effect 
of human actions on water. 
Students were taught what 
they can do to be responsible 
stewards of our water supply.  

The 30-minute hands-
on activities included Edible 
Aquifer, Filtration, Recycling, 
and Drop in the Bucket. 
Through active participation, 
these activities were designed 
to help students retain the 
environmental principles of 
water.

“As a recognized leader in 
our community and because 
of our interest in community 
education programs for youth, 
Dothan Utilities and the City 
of Dothan are proud to have 
taken part in such a mean-
ingful day of learning,” said 
Dothan Utilities Director Billy 
R. Mayes.

What goes into our 
aquifer?

Water filtration – 
Let’s clean it up!

Fourth graders participate 
in Groundwater Education 
Day
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Alexander City

May 8, Alexander City Parks and rec (ACPr): Hooked on 
Fishing, not on Drugs Kids Fishing Day. The fishing day 
begins at 8 a.m. with fishing tips and information by the 
Alabama Department of Fisheries. You must bring your 
own fishing gear and only children may fish. An adult 
must accompany each child.  Call (256) 329-6736, Ext. 27, 
for more information.

May 8, ACPr: Community Wide Yard Sale. Yard Sale in Sport-
plex gym.  Tables are rented for $10 each with proceeds 
going to Tallapoosa County Relay for Life. All proceeds 
from what you sell are yours to keep. Set-up will be on Fri-
day, May 7, from 5:30 until 8 p.m. Gym will be locked up 
and secure for the night. Yard sale will begin Sat. morning 
at 6:00 and last until 1:00 pm. Call 329-6736 ext. 27 to 
reserve your table as we have a limited number available.

May 8, Alexander City Kiwanis Club’s Star Weekend. Five-
Person Skeet Shoot, 8 a.m.; BBQ, 6 p.m. Skeet Shoot cost 
is $1,000 for Gold Package, $800 for Silver Package. Dead-
line is May 3. BBQ tickets, $35 each. Limited number of 
tickets. Please contact Randy Dawkins, (256) 329-7445, or 
rdawkins@aliantbank.com, for more information. 

 May 14, ACPr: tallapoosa County relay for Life. Relay for 
Life will be held at Central Alabama Community Col-
lege. Survivors’ reception begins at 5 p.m. and Opening 
Ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. All kinds of foods, fun and 
entertainment will be going on all night, so bring your 
lawn chairs and come out and join us to support a great 
cause.

May 22, 2 p.m., Alex City Horse riding Club Horse Show. 
For more information visit www.achrc.com, or call Jimmy 
Avery at (256) 234-2925.

May 27, ACPr 50+: Annual Senior Citizens Celebration. Free 
lunch, door prizes, entertainment, special guest speakers 
and fun. Call to make your group reservations by May 12 

at 256-329-2910.
June 1, ACPr: Summer Day. Registration is required and you 

may register at the Sportplex gym anytime during the 
month of May. There is a $40 registration fee that must be 
paid when you register. Call (256) 329-6736, Ext. 27, for 
more information.

June 1, ACPr: City pool opens. Admission is $2 for the day.
June 2, ACPr 50+: Atlanta Braves Day Game. $15 must be 

paid by May 12. Call (256) 329-2910 for more information.
June 5, 2 p.m., Alex City Horse riding Club Horse Show. 

For more information visit www.achrc.com, or call Jimmy 
Avery at (256) 234-2925.

June 11, MainStreet Alexander City Farmer’s Market. 
Located at the fountain on Broad Street. Local growers 
exhibit and sell fruits, vegetables and plants. For more 
information call (256) 329-9227.

June 11 and 12, 20th Annual Alexander City Jazz Fest. 
Funded by local sponsors, the two-day event is free to 
the public. Friday night event is held at Strand Park on 
Tallapoosa Street. Saturday night event is held at the Lake 
Martin Amphitheater, hosted by Russell Lands. For more 
information call (256) 234-3461.

June 11-13, Alexander City Hometown Celebration. As part 
of Governor Riley’s declaration of the year 2010 as The 
Year of Small Towns and Hometowns, Alexander City in-
vites local and former residents to come celebrate the past 
and present of Alexander City. For more information, call 
(256) 234-3461.

June 17 and 18, ACPr 50+: Stone Mountain, GA Overnight 
Adventure. $136 must be paid by May 5. Call (256) 329-
2910 for more information.

June 25 and 26, ACPr: Lake Martin Area rodeo for a Cure. 
Rodeo at the Alex City Horse Riding Arena. Gates open at 
4 p.m for practice and pre-show events. Opening ceremo-
nies at 7:30 pm. Admission $10 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren 12 and under. Children 3 and under free. There will 
be eight events each night including bronco riding, bull 
riding, calf roping, barrel racing and of course the clowns. 
There will also be children’s events both nights. All pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit Tallapoosa County Relay 
for Life and the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 
Call (256) 329-6736, Ext. 27, for more information.

Dothan

Poplar Head Farmers Market, an open air market sponsored 
by The Downtown Group of Dothan, will open for its sec-
ond season on June 5 in downtown Dothan, located in the 
Civic Center and Wiregrass Museum of Arts parking areas. 
The market features fresh locally grown vegetables, fruit, 
flowers, herbs, prepared foods, music, children’s activities 
and artists from within a 50-mile radius of Dothan, every 
Saturday morning, rain or shine in June and July from 8 
a.m. until 12 noon. Visit www.thedowntowngroup.com/
farmersmarket for more information.

Fairhope

First Friday ArtWalk. Held the First Friday of every month at 
the Eastern Shore Art Center. For questions or locations of 
galleries that participate, call (251) 928-2228. 

Fairhope’s Community theatre, theatre 98. 2010 Season. 
Shadows on Oak Island, April 24, 25, 26, 29, 30, and May 
1, 2, 3; The Musical Comedy of Murders of 1940, July 
10,11,12,15,16,17,18,19; The Marriage Proposal/The Boor, 
October 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9,10,11. For information and/or tick-
ets, call (251) 928-4366. 

Fairhope Outdoor Farmer’s Market. Want some local veggies 
or fresh-cut flowers? Then check out the summer edition 
of the Fairhope Farmer’s Market. This year, the summer 
market moves from Church Street to the lot behind the 
library on Bancroft Street. The market is on Thursday 
afternoons from 4 until 6 p.m., starting on May 20 and 
continuing through July 8. Look for fresh fruit and veg-
etables, local honey, fresh cut flowers, fresh gulf shrimp, 
and homemade baked and canned goodies, plus live 
entertainment and face painting fun for the kids. For more 
information, call (251) 929-1466.

May 2, 1-4 p.m., 12th Annual Historic Homes tour. Featured 
homes are located at 354 S. Mobile Street, 304 Nichols 
Avenue and 204 Liberty Street. Tickets are $10 in advance 
or $15 day of tour. Tickets may be purchased at Page and 
Palette Book Store, Green Gates Market or at most Fairhope 
Banks. All proceeds benefit historic preservation in 
Fairhope. For information, call (251) 929-3944. 

May 2, 6:30 p.m., Baldwin Pops Sunset Concert, Henry 
George Park. For information, call (251) 988-1260. 

May 30, 6:30 p.m., Baldwin Pops Sunset Concert, On the 
Bluff at Henry George Park. For information, call (251) 
988-1260. 
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Foley

June 18-20, 6th Annual Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival. 
Foley Soccer Complex. Watch more than 45 hot air bal-
loons float through the sky, plus enjoy arts & crafts, huge 
kites flying in the air, musical entertainment, a children’s 
village and those World Famous Frisbee dogs, the Disc-
Connected K-9s. Please check out our website for more 
information, www.gulfcoastballoonfestival.com

Opelika

Celebrate the arrival of Spring with a free lunchtime con-
cert from noon until 1 p.m. every Wednesday in May at 
Opelika’s Courthouse Square. Bring a brown bag lunch (or 
purchase lunch from a local restaurant), a quilt or lawn 
chair and relax by the fountain for an hour of unforget-
table musical entertainment.

May 5, Muse. Easy listening, vocal-oriented acoustic soft rock 
played as only Muse can.  Muse will appear for the 18h year 
on the Summer Swing Bandstand on Tuesday, July 15.

May 12, Strawberry Whine. This acoustic duo plays folk, pop 
and bluegrass..tunes everyone will enjoy.

May 15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 7th Annual Heroes take Flight Fly-
In. Auburn-Opelika Robert G. Pitts Airport. Tickets are 
$5 in advance, $8 at gate, $2 kids (10 & under). The 7th 
Annual Heroes Take Flight Fly-In is an aviation event for 
the whole family. The event honors our Armed Forces and 
veterans. There are several attractions on hand includ-
ing vintage planes; war birds; active and vintage military 
vehicles; helicopter rides; parachutists; a special veterans’ 
hospitality area; children’s area with inflatables, great 
food and more. Volunteers, vendors and sponsors are 
welcome. For more information and ticket locations, visit 
www.leeredcross.org and click on the plane, or you can 
contact Beth Witten, Development Officer, Lee County Red 
Cross, (334) 749-9981, or bwitten@leeredcross.org

May 19. Martha’s trouble. Performs music from today’s coun-
try artists such as Alison Krauss, Shania Twain, and Kenny 
Chesney.  Strong vocal harmonies.  Also plays tunes from 
classic rock artists such as the Allman Brothers, The Eagles 
and Jimmy Buffett.

May 26. Larcus Fuller. Country and Light Rock. Songs that 
make you want to sing along.

Opelika Main Street Farmer’s Market. Opening Day is Tues-
day, June 1, and will be held each Tuesday throughout the 
summer along Railroad Avenue from 3 until 6 p.m. If you 
are a grower and would like to participate, contact Opelika 
Main Street at (334) 745-0466, or visit www.opelikamain-
street.org

June 5, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Downtown Opelika 2nd annual 
touch-A-truck. Touch-A-Truck is a free, fun, family event 

designed to give children an opportunity to get up close to 
a fire truck, police car, dump truck, helicopter, ambulance, 
school bus, construction and military equipment, bucket 
trucks and many more. Children are encouraged to touch, 
climb and explore the trucks and even honk the horn if 
they would like. Moms and Dads bring your camera. In lieu 
of admission, each child is asked to bring a new toy truck 
to be donated to the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Toys-For-
Tots Program. Rain date is Saturday June 12. Visit www.
opelikamainstreet.org for more information.

Silverhill

May 29, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Oscar Johnson Memorial Library 
Antique & Classic Car and truck Show. In memory of 
Librarian Elsie Chandler. Registration is from 8 a.m. until 
12 noon. Judging will take place at 11 a.m. Show will be 
held in downtown parks in the town squares, Highway 104 
and Co. Rd. 55 in Silverhill. Door prizes and goodie bags. 
Plaques to first 100 entries. Food and drinks will be avail-
able. Registration is $20 by May 20; after May 20, $25 per 
car, second and third cars, $15 per car. For more informa-
tion, contact Frankie Kucera, Chairman, (251) 945-5506, 
(251) 215-9630, or Mitch Kucera, (251) 609-3323.

Sylacauga

May 1-8. Marble City Super Sports Week and Block Party. 
Sports competitions throughout the week will include a 5K 
walk/run, tennis, volleyball, flag football, golf, bike races, 
and 3-on-3 basketball. A BBQ cook-off will be held on May 
8 beginning at 10 a.m. The Block Party will be held on May 
8 from 4 until 11 p.m.

May 14, 7 p.m.-7 a.m., American Cancer Society relay for 
Life for South Talladega County. Sylacauga High Stadium.

B. B. Comer Museum will host the 29th anniversary of Mike 
Rogers Congressional Exhibit, a student art competition. 
The exhibit will begin April 28 and end May 8, with a 
reception at 2 p.m. that day.

B. B. Comer Museum will host the paintings of local artist, 
Jessica Sawyer, and marble, bronze, and wood sculptures 
by Arthur Umlauf.   There will be a reception on Thursday, 
May 13 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

B. B. Comer Museum will host an abstract exhibit by artist 
Kevin Whitman. There will be a reception on Thursday, 
June 10 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

tuskegee

May 8, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sixth Annual George Washington 
Carver Arts and Crafts Festival. Downtown Tuskeg-
ee. This is a family-oriented event with a parade, car show, 
vendors, entertainment and something for everyone.   

 


