
 “Watts New” in 
AMEA Member cities

 In My Opinion:  
AMEA will continue to serve 
 as a voice for public power 

 Social Security Administration:  
A lasting way to show your love  

to your family and friends.

A Publication of the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority • March/Aprill 2016



2  ALABAMA CURRENTS March/April 2016

Downtown districts are the heart-
beat of any city. Many are the 
“jewel in the crown” of a city. I 

am most proud of the downtown districts 
in our Member cities. They are vibrant, 
active and demonstrate the important 
aspects of community spirit and commu-
nity integrity.

Your downtown or traditional com-
mercial district is the most visible indicator of community 
pride, along with its economic and social health. It is either 
an asset or a liability in the effort to recruit new residents, 
new businesses and industries, retirees, tourists, and others 
to your community and to keep those you already have. 
Quality of life is what separates successful cities and towns 
from declining communities in the new millennium. Your 
downtown or neighborhood commercial district is the visual 
representation for your community’s heritage. The architec-
ture of your commercial district is a physical expression of 
your community’s history. 

I can give you 10 reasons why your downtown is im-
portant:

1. Downtown districts are prominent employment 
centers. 

2. The downtown district is a reflection of community.
3. Downtown represents a significant portion of the 

community’s tax base.  
4. The traditional commercial district is an ideal loca-

tion for independent businesses.
5. Downtown is the historic core of the community. 
6. A vital downtown area reduces sprawl by concen-

trating business in one area and uses community 
resources wisely, such as existing infrastructure, tax 
dollars, and land.

7. A healthy downtown core protects property values in 
surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

8. The district is a government center where city hall, 
municipal buildings, the courthouse, and/or post 
office are located. It often is an important service 
center as well for finding attorneys, insurance offices, 
financial institutions and other important services. 

9. Downtown provides an important civic forum, where 
members of the community can congregate. Special 
events and celebrations held downtown reinforce 
intangible sense of community. 

10. Downtown represents a huge public and private 
investment. 

Across this great nation, the Main Street movement has 
transformed the way communities think about the revitaliza-

From the editor

tion of their historic downtowns and neighborhood commer-
cial districts, and helped put historic preservation back in 
the community revitalization conversation. Cities and towns 
across the nation have come to see that a vibrant, sustainable 
community is only as healthy as its core. Our Main Streets 
tell us who we are and who we were, and how the past has 
shaped us.

The Main Street approach encourages forward-thinking 
economic development in an historic preservation context so 
this community asset and legacy can be passed on to future 
generations. 

Alabama and its many communities acknowledge and 
understand the importance of a sustainable and vibrant 
downtown. That’s why in 2010, Main Street Alabama was 
incorporated as a 501(c)3 nonprofit to serve as the state 
coordinator of the Main Street program in Alabama. Main 
Street is a national model designed to bring jobs, dollars, and 
people to small towns and commercial districts. Main Street 
programs leverage private investment and capitalize on the 
unique appeal of historic downtowns. The result is one of 
the most successful economic revitalization strategies in the 
country. Main Street Alabama is dedicated to nurturing suc-
cessful revitalization programs across the state.

Main Street Alabama continues to strengthen alliances 
with community and economic development organizations 
around the state which share the same common goals. 

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) is 
proud to be one of those partners. AMEA is dedicated to con-
tributing to the economic growth of Alabama and to making 
a lasting impact on the communities we serve. We are com-
mitted to helping improve the quality of life as well as grow 
sustainable communities. Economic growth in Alabama is 
critical to economically stable communities.

Several of our Member cities are a part of the Main Street 
Alabama network as Designated Communities, Downtown 
Network Communities, or Emerging Communities, includ-
ing Alexander City, Dothan, Opelika, Tuskegee and Foley, 
respectively.

Main Streets are the traditional center for social, cul-
tural, and economic activity for their communities. They are 
the big stage, the core of the community. 

We encourage you to get involved with your Main Street 
program. We support the Main Street programs in our Mem-
ber cities and we hope you will, too. Our Main Streets are 
the places of shared memory where the entire community 
still comes together to live, work, and play. 

AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

Main Street programs help create active places designed for people
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Since its inception in 1981, the Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) has been your advocate in the halls of 
Congress. As the electric utility industry faces the challenges of 

unrealistic regulations and mandates proposed by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), it is imperative that we continue to be 
involved in the decision-making process. In this effort, during 2015, I 
accepted positions on the American Public Power Association (APPA) 
and Transmission Access Policy Study Group (TAPS) boards. Both of 
these organizations advocate on the national level.

We take every opportunity we can to meet with Alabama’s congressional delegation to 
talk about the direct impact of federal action at the local level. Our coordinated outreach 
efforts are strengthened because we represent not only your public power community, but 
also 46 million other Americans who benefit from being served by public power.

Each year, we, along with Electric Cities of Alabama, a coalition of the state’s 36 
municipally-owned electric utilities, participate in the APPA Legislative Conference. We 
hold face-to-face meetings with Alabama’s congressional delegation to discuss issues 
which impact municipally-owned electric utilities and public power. Our participation in 
this forum is essential to our continued success in advancing the interests of public power.

Some of the key federal policy issues that will be discussed at the APPA Legislative 
Conference this month include:

•	 Maintaining tax-exempt financing for local governments, including public power 
utilities, in ongoing federal budget and tax reform negotiations;

•	 Maintaining cost-based rates for the federal Power Marketing Administrations in 
the ongoing federal budget negotiations;

•	 Streamlining EPA regulations that impact public power generation in order to 
maintain a diverse portfolio of fuel options;

•	 Addressing cyber security by ensuring that any legislation is built on the current 
NERC/FERC framework, recognizing the current cyber-security efforts that are 
underway, and enhancing communication between the federal government and the 
electric utility industry.

Public power utilities across the country will have the ears of their congressional 
members on these very important issues. And in our case, we are fortunate that Alabama’s 
congressional members continue to listen to us on those matters in which we have great 
expertise: how to keep the lights on and how to keep the cost of electricity affordable. 

Although it is imperative to be involved in the political process, it’s equally important 
for us to keep you abreast of issues which have a direct impact on you, the consumer.

Legislative advocacy involves taking an active role in ensuring that public power utili-
ties and their customers are treated fairly in legislation and regulation. 

Understanding that public power customers will bear the brunt of costly regulations 
is what motivates AMEA to stay engaged with members of Congress.  

As it has been for the past 35 years, AMEA will continue to serve as your voice on the 
state and federal levels.  

AMEA President & CEO

in my opinion

AMEA will continue  
to serve as a voice  
for public power

Warmer weather stimulates 

an increase in outdoor work in 

many parts of the country, both 

on the job and at home. A focus 

on electrical safety awareness 

can help ensure these activities 

do not result in injuries and 

deaths. 

Following a few simple 

safety rules can help reduce the 

number of electrical deaths and 

injuries:

•	 Ladders — even those 

made of wood — that 

come into contact with a 

power line can prove fatal. 

Keep all ladders at least 10 

feet away from overhead 

power lines.

•	 Unplug outdoor tools and 

appliances when not in 

use.

•	 Inspect power tools and 

appliances for frayed 

cords, broken plugs and 

cracked or broken hous-

ing. Repair or replace 

damaged items.

•	 Water and electricity do 

not mix. Avoid damp 

conditions — including 

wet grass — when using 

electricity.

For more electrical safety 

tips, visit www.esfi.org, or go to 

www.amea.com, Publications 

& News, Safety Resources.

Spring into 
safety
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It is now early spring which 
means that it is time for 
many of us to start shop-

ping for our gardening and 
landscaping plants. Mary’s Place 
is a small family-run nursery lo-
cated near our house. They have 
always given our family good 
advice and good assistance. In 
fact, two of their strong men are 
the ones that deliver and place 
the two huge 150-lb. pumpkins 
at our driveway entrance each fall. Many folks know the 
location of the Rye house because of the giant pumpkins.

When spring arrives, we call and they deliver four very 
large ferns for our west-facing front porch which gets ex-
tremely hot on summer afternoons. 

Last spring, I was a little late calling about the ferns 
and I was told by one of the employees that all the big ferns 
had already been sold. However, he said that they had just 
received some large desert rose plants that were beautiful 
and hardy. He told me that they would be perfect for our 
hot porch and should produce beautiful purple blooms until 
late fall. We had never heard of a desert rose plant, but we 
trusted their advice. We purchased them and they placed 
them in the four large planters on the porch. What happened 
next is the reason for this story.

I noticed that when I would go out in the early morn-
ing to feed the birds and get the newspaper, there were no 
blooms showing. But when I went out in the afternoon, I was 
greeted with dozens of beautiful purple and gold colors, and 
the brighter the sun, the more the blooms. I knew that this 
was not really rare because I had watched many nature films 
that had used time-lapsed photography. 

As the days warmed, we would sit in our lawn chairs 
about an hour before sunset to enjoy a cup of coffee, watch 
the birds feed, and then wait for the sun to set. 

Doug Rye
Host – “Home Remedies” 

Radio Talk Show

One evening as we were sitting there, I saw a movement 
out of the corner of my left eye. I looked about six feet to the 
left, but saw nothing except one of the desert rose plants. A 
few moments later, I saw movement again, so I just sat very 
still and stared at the plant. I saw one of the blooms shake 
like it had a chill. There was no breeze at all so I thought that 
one of our cute little lizards must be moving about and caus-
ing the movement. But then I saw another bloom shake, and 
then another, and then another, and it continued until all the 
blooms had totally closed. It was like every bloom had its 
own tiny motor to close the bloom as the sun set. This was a 
magical moment for me as I realized that this event, however 
small it might be, was real energy. 

I knew that all energy comes from the sun. And these 
little desert roses were solar collectors that remained open 
for as long as possible to collect as much energy as possible 
for survival and to produce more blooms. That energy col-
lected must not be wasted, so the bloom simply closes and 
forms its own tight thermal envelope. You may recognize 
this term from previous columns because that is exactly 
the term that we use to teach about the energy efficiency of 
your house. Simply stated, if your house has a good thermal 
envelope, it will be comfortable and you will have reasonable 
utility bills. 

We watched those plants almost daily and saw them 
double in size and blooms before frost. Ever since that magi-
cal moment occurred, I have been looking for more examples 
of energy efficiency in nature and have been amazed how 
well Mother Nature understands this subject. 

I watched a robin build a nest at the top of a porch 
column using mostly mud and straw. Her nest, or thermal 
envelope, was insulated and airtight except for the top. She 
placed her little insulated body over the top and wiggled 
until her body settled down to the point that her nest was as 
air tight and as insulated as needed in order to keep the eggs 
at the desired temperature.

That reminds me that there are still many of us who 
need to make the thermal envelope of our nest better by add-
ing insulation, installing weather-stripping, or other energy 
improvements to ensure comfort and lower utility bills. We 
will be glad to help.   

As always, call me if you have questions. See you in May 
when many flowers will be blooming.  

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King of 
Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’  Doug has helped 
thousands of homeowners save money on their power bills. He 
hosts the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk program, which has 
been on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug speaks annually at 
American Institute of Architects meetings to hundreds of other ar-
chitects on energy efficiency. He conducts over 150 energy-saving 
seminars per year all across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com.

Mother 
Nature 

 understands 
 energy efficiency
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Your Source for SAFETY Information
NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169 www.nfpa.org/education 

CFLLight BulbCFLLight Bulb

CFL bulbs contain a small trace 
of mercury within the glass. 
When broken, mercury will 

immediately dissipate into the 
air. Concentrations of mercury 
will likely approach zero in an 

hour or so. 

FACT

NOTE

Energy-saving compact fluorescent light 
bulbs (CFL) are becoming more common 
in homes and at work. In addition to 
using less electricity, they also have a 
positive impact on the global climate. 
Here are some important safety tips you 
should know about CFLs.

PURCHASE CFL LIGHT BULBS that have the listing label of a recognized testing laboratory. 
Light bulbs labeled by a recognized testing lab will ensure that the bulb meets the latest 
product safety standards.

If a CFL Breaks 
CFLs are made of glass and can break. Be careful when 
removing from packaging and installing or removing 
from a socket. If a CFL breaks:
• OPEN a window to allow the room to air out for 5–10 

minutes.
• People and pets should LEAVE the room.
• TURN OFF forced air heating and/or air conditioning.
• COLLECT broken glass and visible powder using stiff 

cardboard, tape or a damp paper towel.
• PLACE the debris in a glass container with a metal 

cover in a safe location outside until you can dispose 
of it .

• CONTACT your local government to find out how to 
dispose of the jar containing the debris

• CONTINUE airing out the room for several hours.

SafetySafety

Consider checking the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission

(cpsc.gov) for recalls of CFLs
that may present a fire danger.



ALABAMA CURRENTS March/April 2016  7

A lasting way  
to show your love  

to your family and friends

A powerful and lasting 

way to express your 

love is to show that 

you care about a family mem-

ber or friend’s future. Every-

one you love probably wants 

to enjoy retirement once they 

decide to stop working. Pre-

paring for that future takes 

planning and careful thought 

about when and how you want to do it.

Social Security is a safety net that keeps millions of 

elderly Americans out of poverty. At www.socialsecu-

rity.gov/planners/retire we have valuable resources that 

you can access 24 hours a day from the comfort of your 

home. There, you can:

•	 Keep track of your earnings and verify them 

every year;

•	 Get an estimate of your future benefits if you are 

still working; 

•	 Get a letter with proof of your benefits if you 

currently receive them; and 

•	 Manage your benefits: 

•	 Change your address; 

•	 Start or change your direct deposit; 

•	 Get a replacement Medicare card; and

•	 Get a replacement SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S for 

tax season.

Showing your love might also take the form of let-

ting a family member know when a realistic retirement 

date might be. Our online Estimator offers an instant 

and tailored estimate of your future Social Security 

benefits based on your earnings record. You can plug 

in different anticipated yearly earnings to discover dif-

ferent retirement options and learn how your benefits 

could increase if you work longer. Give the Retirement 

Estimator a try today at www.socialsecurity.gov/estima-

tor.

As you can see, love comes in many forms. Help-

ing someone prepare for retirement will improve the 

overall quality of their life for years. Spread the love, 

and let everyone know that Social Security is available 

24 hours a day at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Kylle’ D. McKinney 
Public Affairs Specialist 

Social Security Administration

Sylacauga Utilities performing 
extensive electrical work

By Christa Jennings

Sylacauga Utilities is 
steadily working to 
make improvements in 

its service area as it strives to 
better serve its customers.

The Utilities Board re-
cently bid out electrical work 
as part of its 2015 bond issue. 
Contracts were signed in Janu-
ary with the work beginning 
in February. It is expected 
to take approximately nine 
months to complete the proj-
ect. Fortunately for Sylacauga 
Utilities’ customers, all of the 
work being done will not result in any changes to their cur-
rent electric rates.

There are three groups of work being focused on – 
transmission, substation and distribution. Corbitt Power and 
Light from Albertville, AL, will be doing the transmission 
and distribution work, while Garnet Electric Co. Inc. from 
Sheffield, AL, will do the substation work.

For the transmission area of the project, numerous 
wooden transmission structures are being replaced with con-
crete poles. Additionally, old transmission switches are being 
replaced with new ones in six locations.

The substation work entails power transformers in three 
substations being replaced with new larger units. Power 
fuses are also being replaced with circuit switchers to protect 
these new transformers.

Finally, for the distribution part of the work project, a 
circuit to the hospital area of Coosa Valley Medical Center 
in Sylacauga is being upgraded with new poles and wire. An 
automatic change-over system is also being installed to help 
restore power faster in the event of a power outage.

In addition to these improvements, in downtown Syl-
acauga several poles are being replaced, and three switches 
are being installed as part of the upgrades to the under-
ground system.

Work in these areas will continue over the next nine 
months until the project is completed, improving structures 
and services for the area.

Christa Jennings is the senior staff reporter at The Coosa 
County News in Rockford.
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Few organizations have the impact on Chambers 
County that Valley Haven School does. The school 
provides education, training, special instruction, 

and other services for individuals who are intellectually 
disabled and/or developmentally delayed. A chief source 
of capital for Valley Haven comes from the fundraising ef-
forts of area residents, and once a year the City of LaFay-
ette comes together for an event that generates significant 
support for the school. 

On April 9, the 19th Annual LaFayette Day for Valley 
Haven School will return to the downtown square in the 
streets of LaFayette. Since the inaugural event in 1998, 
LaFayette Day has grown tremendously and is now the 
city’s signature event. In 2015, for what was likely the 
biggest LaFayette Day ever, over 2,000 people roamed the 
streets of LaFayette enjoying food, arts and craft vendors, 
games, live entertainment, and a heartwarming feeling of 
community togetherness.  

“It’s a very special day for the City of LaFayette,” 
Mayor Barry Moody said. “The sense of community pride 
that LaFayette Day brings is unmatched by any other 
event. It’s truly become something that all citizens take 
pride in each year, and it’s not just a way to show off our 
beautiful city, it’s a way to display the kindness and gen-
erosity of our residents.”

“What’s become apparent over the years is that the 
City of LaFayette and its citizens are willing to go above 
and beyond to make this event a success each spring,” 
said Valley Haven Director Craig Brown said. “LaFayette 
has always been generous to the school and nothing 
shows this better than LaFayette Day.”  

LaFayette Day is a free event that takes place from 8 
a.m. until 3 p.m., and there’s something for every walk 
of life. The square is lined with dozens of food and craft 
vendors, and live musical entertainment takes place on 
the main stage throughout the day. Several special activi-
ties have become staples at LaFayette Day. These include 
the antique car and tractor show, the motorcycle ride and 
community yard sale. A new event, which was intro-
duced in 2015 and is returning this year, is the fireman’s 
competition featuring fire departments from LaFayette 
and surrounding communities. 

Of course, there are plenty of activities for kids 
throughout the day, including a special kid’s zone featur-
ing rides, games, face painting and treats.  

Last year, LaFayette Day raised nearly $14,000 for 
Valley Haven. All proceeds from vendor, car show and 
motorcycle ride fees along with t-shirt sales, raffle tickets 
and other prize drawings go directly to Valley Haven. 

“We’ve had so much success over the years raising 
funds for the school,” said LaFayette Day Chairperson 
Lynn Oliver. “And it seems like we increase the amount 
each year, and we expect that trend to continue in 2016. 
Each year, I think we have reached our capacity, but then 
it gets bigger the next year. I’m continually amazed at 
what LaFayette Day has become and it’s a testament to 
our committee and the City of LaFayette and its citizens.”  

T-shirts for LaFayette Day are on sale now at Valley 
Haven School and will be available at the t-shirt booth 
during LaFayette Day while supplies last. Adult shirts are 
$10 and kid’s shirts are $5. A 32” HD flat-screen televi-
sion will be raffled off and tickets can be purchased for 
$1 at the event. 

For more information on LaFayette Day, call Craig 
Brown at (334) 756-2868 at Valley Haven School or Lynn 
Oliver at (334) 219-1890. For more information on Valley 
Haven School, call (334) 756-7801 or (334) 756-2868. 
You can also visit the school’s web site, www.valley-
havenschool.org for more information, or e-mail them at 
valleyhaven@vhsarc.org. 

Chris Busby is the community development manager for 
the Chambers County Development Authority and a contrib-
uting writer for the City of LaFayette.

City gearing up for  
19th Annual LaFayette Day 

By Chris Busby

Huge crowds fill the downtown square each year as part of LaFayette Day. 
This year will mark the 19th edition of the event that helps raise funds for 
Valley Haven School.

The fireman’s 
competition 
made its debut 
at last year’s 
LaFayette Day 
and was a huge 
success. It will 
return as part 
of the day’s 
festivities this 
year. 
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Riviera UtilitiesIt’s been 50 years since the famil-
iar brick building at the corner 
of Section and Oak Streets 

was first constructed to house the 
Eastern Shore Art Center (ESAC). 
Built on the site of the old Pinewood 
Pottery Studio, when the building 
was erected in 1965, it contained 
what is now the foyer, bathroom, 
kitchen and conference room. Now 
encompassing 15,000 square feet, it 
currently boasts five galleries, four 

teaching studios in the academy wing, an enclosed courtyard, 
and the expertise of 25 teaching artists. 

As the building itself has grown, so has the ESAC’s com-
mitment to education and outreach programs, maintaining the 
mission established when it was founded in 1954. 

“The ESAC has a huge impact on the community,” said 
Director Kate Fisher, who has been involved with the organi-
zation for more than 20 years. “It all began when a group of 
art patrons was encouraged to start a center to bring the arts 
to Fairhope, and they would do things like set up easels and 
paint on the street.” 

While the approach to reaching Fairhope residents has 
evolved over the years, the goal has stayed the same. “There 
are a number of ways and programs we offer to impact the 
community in line with our mission: to connect people of all 
ages and abilities with the arts through education, exhibitions 
and outreach activities,” Fisher added.

Although ESAC is recognized as one of Fairhope’s land-
mark institutions, it is not a city-owned facility, but a non-
profit that relies on funding made possible through donations, 
memberships, grants, independent foundations, and classes 
taught through the academy.

“Galleries and centers like this close their doors all the 
time,” Fisher said. “The fact that we have been supported by 
our members for so many years speaks volumes of the com-
munity, but we need that support to continue.” 

Approximately 20,000 visitors stop by the center each 
year to view the latest exhibit or perhaps take part in a work-
shop. 

“They come from all over, from the Middle East, Europe, 
Canada, and all over the United States. And everyone com-
ments on what a wonderful facility we have here; what an 
invaluable resource this is for the community,” she said.

ESAC participates in First Friday Art Walk each month as 
well as two art festivals each year. 

“We might see 500 to 700 
people in one evening on a First 
Friday,” Fisher said. “With 30 to 35 new exhibits showcased 
annually, you can stop in multiple times and see something 
new with each visit.”

What sets the center apart, however, is its outreach 
programs. In addition to the classes, workshops and camps it 
offers year-round for artists, ages 4 to 104, ESAC brings op-
portunities to the Southwest Alabama Regional School for the 
Deaf and Blind in Mobile; collaborates on a “Squeaky Sneaker” 
program with Weeks Bay Estuarine Research Center and 
the Dauphin Island Sea Lab; partners with Shepherd’s Place, 
Brennity of Fairhope and Daphne, and the Veterans Home in 
Bay Minette to bring art to the elderly; and works with the 
Fairhope-Rotary Youth Club to bring art opportunities to at-
risk teens, and those are just a few examples.

“We are here to make art and art opportunities available 
to the community, without them having to come here to the 
center,” Fisher said. “Many times individuals have something 
they can’t express in words, but they can express it in art. 
Whether it’s connecting high school students with the elderly 
through our ‘Senior Senior’ project, or displaying art in local 
businesses through ‘Art and About,’ there are so many ways 
this community can be affected by art in both direct and 
indirect ways.” 

Fisher said the center’s current challenge is reaching a 
younger audience. 

“We need to think about how we can reach younger 
people, to make art more attractive to them with programs 
and classes. It has to be important to them to take a class, to 
make it a priority. It’s wonderful, we have kids whose parents 
have signed them up for a class and they can crank out beauti-
ful work. But we have to expose them to art at an early age, 
and we need the support to make these opportunities available 
to them.”

It is not only the funding that is necessary to the center’s 
success, but the dedication, work and commitment of a multi-
tude of volunteers, Fisher said.

“With art, you have to continually reinvent yourself. With 
computers and technology, it is becoming increasingly hard to 
support artists, but we’re here to promote member artists and 
help them master their craft.”

For more information on ESAC classes, exhibits, out-
reach programs, sponsorship opportunities and more, visit 
www.esartcenter.com.

Taylor P. Strunk is a contributing writer for the City of 
Fairhope.

Fairhope’s Eastern Shore Art Center continues the 
original mission of connecting the community through art 
By Taylor P. Strunk 
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The City of Lanett, hit by a flash flood that took place 
this past Christmas Eve, is making major strides in 
getting back to normal. Nine inches of rain fell in a 12-

hour period on December 23 and 24 causing Tanyard Creek to 
rise far out of its banks. Three small bridges along that creek 
were heavily damaged or entirely washed away by the fast-
flowing water. Since that time, road traffic has been detoured 
around those sites.

It will cost an estimated $1 million to replace bridges on 
Cherry Drive, North 12th Street and North 11th Avenue.

Lanett was not alone among Alabama cities and coun-
ties in receiving significant damage from the Christmas Eve 
storms. Soon afterward, Governor Robert Bentley declared a 
statewide disaster. This opened the door to the federal govern-
ment making a similar declaration.

A major breakthrough took place in January when Presi-
dent Barack Obama declared a major disaster in the State of 
Alabama and ordered federal aid to supplement state and local 
recovery efforts in areas affected by the Christmas Eve flooding.

Lanett is one of 39 Alabama counties that is eligible for 
assistance, which includes funding on a cost-sharing basis for 
the repair or replacement of facilities that were damaged.

Federal help is huge, but this still leaves Lanett with a 
local match responsibility that will easily exceed $250,000. 
Cherry Drive and North 11th Avenue will qualify as connec-
tor roads. This should make them eligible for 80/20 matching 
funds with the federal government picking up the larger end 
of the tab. North 12th Street will likely get funding on a 75/25 
basis.

On the day before the President’s announcement was 
made, Mayor Kyle McCoy and members of the Lanett City 

Council met with the city’s long-time financial advisor, Joe 
Jolly, to explore opportunities to refinance some city bonds. 
While the economic conditions in early 2016 may not be good 
for China, the stock market and the price of oil, it’s a great time 
for municipalities to do refinancing.

This past October, the city had asked Jolly to take a look at 
possible cash-out refinancing. He had some very good news to 
tell them in a work session held at city hall in January.

“Everything came together around the first of the year,” 
Jolly said. “Interest rates have dropped. We can offer a new 
issue of refinancing warrants with the interest rate dropping 
from 4.35 percent to 2.83 percent. The captured savings will 
get you $768,000 for capital improvements and will allow for 
close to $200,000 from the reserve account. It’s one of the bet-
ter refinancing opportunities I’ve ever been involved with.”

Through the refinancing, the city will be getting around 
$960,000 and will not have an increase in its payment or its 
term.

This money is more than enough for the city to make its 
match in replacing the lost bridges.

Jolly commended Mayor McCoy in having done good work 
on behalf of the city in negotiating with the rating agencies. 
“I think this is a great transaction for you,” said Jolly, who has 
been advising the city since 1964. “It’s equal to 12 percent of 
the amount of debt that’s out. Anything over five percent is 
good.”

“Basically, we are refinancing at a lower rate, and we are 
doing it at an ideal time,” Mayor McCoy said. “A month-and-a-
half or two months ago, the rates were higher and the timing 
was not as good. Things haven’t been good with China, the 
stock market and oil. People have been taking their money out 
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Federal assistance on the way for Lanett
By Wayne Clark

The bridge on Cherry Drive was completely washed away in the flooding along 
Tanyard Creek. It will cost an estimated $1 million to have these bridges replaced. 
(Photo by Wayne Clark)

Lanett Mayor Kyle McCoy (L) and City Building Inspector Tony Chandler (R) 
review flood damage in Lanett. Tanyard Creek (in the background) rose to unprec-
edented levels causing three small bridges to completely wash away or to cave in. 
(Photo by Wayne Clark)
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of that and placing it in safer investments. When 
people are buying, the rates fall. That gave us a per-
fect opportunity to do this.”

McCoy commended Fire/EMS Chief Johnny Al-
len for doing a good job in getting the cost estimates. 
He also thanked the Chambers County Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA), the Chambers County 
Commission and County Engineer Josh Harvill for 
their assistance. “They were very helpful to us in get-
ting together a sound package,” he said.

The heavy rainfall on Christmas Eve fell on 
areas that were already saturated by rains that had 
fallen earlier in the week. The deluge overwhelmed 
drainage systems along Lanett city streets and 
nearby roads, making driving hazardous to nearly 
impossible. Creeks and streams swelled well out of 
their banks, flooding many low-lying areas.

A torrent of rain water flowing down North 9th 
and First streets got into W.O. Lance Elementary 
School, damaging a total of 17 classrooms. 

“That part of the building has always been sub-
ject to minor incidents of water encroachment when 
we had a lot of rain,” said Principal Jamie Heard. 
“But we’ve never had that much at one time.”

The damage meant that some classrooms had 
to be relocated within the building and for the pre-k 
class to make the short move over to the L.B. Sykes 
Community Center. Most of the damage is covered 
by insurance. Servpro of Phenix City/Eufaula was 
hired to clean up the damage.

Some Herculean work was involved in get-
ting the school ready for classes to resume after the 
Christmas/New Year’s break. 

“I really appreciate the way our teachers, along 
with their family members, came together and gave 
up their holiday time to assist in getting everything 
ready for the restart of school,” said Superintendent 
Phillip Johnson. “We have taken this situation very 
seriously and have made sure that all remnants of 
damage, such as mold and mildew, were completely 
eradicated before the students came back.”

Wayne Clark is the news editor of The Valley Times-
News in Lanett.

Opelika Farmers Market  
under new management

The Opelika Farmers Market 
is under new management 
and will return on May 17 

to its new location at the East Ala-
bama Cultural Arts Center, located 
at 1103 Glenn Street. Previously 
held at Courthouse Square and 
managed by Opelika Main Street, 
the market will now be run by 
the community organization, O 
Grows.

The farmers market outgrew the Courthouse Square park-
ing lot and needed a new location. The center is located on 
Glenn Street near the community garden and will provide more 
space for the market to expand. Previously held on black as-
phalt, the Cultural Center will be safer for traffic purposes and 
provide a more natural environment for the market. 

Great things are expected from the new partnership with 
O Grows. Since 2012, the community organization has utilized 
community gardens to pursue curricular objectives that support 
the community challenges of hunger relief and city beautifica-
tion. Installing gardens and serving locally-identified needs, the 
organization relies on the engagement of its citizens to support 
Alabama’s agricultural community. 

“I am so excited to see where O Grows takes this endeavor,” 
said Pam Powers-Smith, Director, Opelika Main Street. “I think 
it’s a great thing. They are a hard-working, extremely creative 
group.” 

O Grows will be able to facilitate more produce to the Com-
munity Market, provide exposure for the organization, and help 
build its own existing program. O Grows is in partnership with 
Opelika City Schools, Food Bank of East Alabama, Keep Ope-
lika Beautiful and Auburn University. 

The changes to the farmers market also fulfill a component 
of the Carver Jeter Plan. The Carver Jeter Plan is a comprehen-
sive community initiative designed and adopted in 2014. 

Main Street is a nationally-recognized program that uses a 
four-point approach to revitalize downtown areas. Main Street’s 
approach is unique because its guiding principles are different 
from other redevelopment strategies. These principles include 
a comprehensive approach, incremental projects, community 
involvement and a strong public/private partnership. 

O Grows is a community organization that seeks to model 
an approach to civic engagement that relies on local capital and 
capacity to address local needs. The organization installs and 
maintains gardens, as well as provides related programming.
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One check of the Riviera Utilities’ web site is all 
it takes to see what is new to the utility — an e-
billing system and an outage viewing system.The 

utility is always on the lookout for ideas that will benefit 
customers.

The outage viewer enables customers to see quickly 
where there is power loss and for how many customers. 
The outages are color-coded according to the number of 
customers without power (red means 200-499 house-
holds). Yellow hard hats appear everywhere a crew has 
been dispatched. Green is the color everyone likes to see 
— it means that the power has been restored.

Updates every two minutes keep the information cur-
rent.

The outage viewer is really a news source for those in-
terested in conditions around the area. From the web site’s 
home page, just click on the purple “View Outage Map” 
button and you will come to the map. Click on any outage 
to find out more details. Or click on “view outage list” if 
you want to see the same information in list form.

Anytime more than 60 customers are affected by an 
outage, the information is also promptly posted on Face-
book and Twitter.

Got an unreported outage? Just follow the instruc-
tions next to the outage map to call and get help on the 
way. This information is also available through the home 
page.

What can customers do to expedite the reporting of 
an outage? Customers should make sure in advance that 
they have given their phone numbers to the utility com-
pany.Up to three phone numbers can be associated with 
the customer’s account (home, cell, spouse’s cell).

The outage system will automatically access the 
customer’s location if an outage is reported on any of 
the phones linked to the account.If there are no phone 
numbers on the customer account, the reporting becomes 
more manual and the process can take longer.

Always cautious, the company previewed the system 
in-house for a time before placing it on the web site. The 
result is a successful product that provides Riviera Utili-
ties’ customers with information that is fast, accurate and 
more detailed than in the past. Customers can check on 

their homes and neighborhoods even if they are at work or 
away on vacation. Anytime storms hit, a Riviera customer 
does not have to wonder where the power is out.

E-billing is the other new feature on the Riviera Utili-
ties’ web site. Many customers are already familiar with 
online payments, and now they can log on, register and 
pay their utility bill online. The system has seen some 
quick success.

According to Lisa Bonifay, Data Processing Supervi-
sor, 858 customers signed up for e-billing soon after its 
introduction and that number is expected to increase as 
customers become aware of the service.

Bonifay says e-billing has a lot of benefits. “It is quick, 
and can be printed from the web site.” No waiting for mail 
delivery. In addition, the customer can view previous bills.
Eventually, bills for the prior 18 months will be available 
online.

The log-in for e-billing is on the Riviera Utilities’ web 
site, www.rivierautilities.com. On the home page, just click 
on “view bill” and the big red “register now” button.Then 
follow the prompts to get signed up for e-billing. Once cus-
tomers are signed up, they can go straight to “pay bill” and 
view the bill at a later time. Remember, it will be available 
and printable for 18 months.

Susan Whitworth is an Accountant III for Riviera Utilities.

E-billing and outage viewing systems  
now available on Riviera web site

By Susan Whitworth
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The Golden Tigers’ run for the SIAC
By Travis J. Jarome

When looking back at the 2015 Tuskegee Uni-
versity football season, there are many things 
that take the forefront as the one thing to 

remember about the Tuskegee University Golden Tigers.
It could be the fact that the Golden Tigers had nine 

preseason picks to the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SIAC) team, or the fact they ended up with 
10 picks on the All-SIAC team at the end of the year.

Or it could be that they had the SIAC Player of the 
Year and the SIAC Defensive Player of the Year on the 
team this season in senior linebacker, Jewell Ratliff.

What about the fact that they had two, four-game 
winning streaks during the year?

All of those are good, but the one thing that this 
year’s team will be remembered for and what most teams 
want to be remembered for is that they made history. 
This year’s version of the Golden Tigers set the stage for many years to come with their run in the NCAA Division II play-
offs and for the postseason honors they brought in.

Tuskegee finished the year 10-3, and not only qualified for their third consecutive NCAA Division II playoffs, they 
went to the quarterfinal round – better known as the Super Region 2 Championship – before the season ended. They 
won their first playoff game in school history, defeating Catawba College, before going on to defeat the University of 
North Alabama in the second round for the first time.

At the conclusion of the season, the Golden Tigers were awarded the Heritage Sports Radio Network (HSRN) Divi-
sion II National Championship for their performance – the first such national championship awarded to Tuskegee from 
HSRN to go along with their many other national championships in school history. The team also ranked 11th in the 
final poll of the American Football Coaches Association.

The Golden Tigers finished first in the SIAC in scoring offense and scoring defense, and led the NCAA in defensive 
touchdowns with eight. They also had multiple players selected for postseason honors, led by Ratliff.

The New Orleans native racked up several regional and All-American honors at the conclusion of the year. He was 
named an AFCA All-American, BOXTOROW All-American, D2CCA All-American, Hero Sports All-American, AP Little 
All-American and USA College Football All-American.

He was also named the Hero Sports Super Region 2 Defensive Player of the Year and a Cliff Harris Award finalist, the 
best defensive player in NCAA Division II, III and the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics.

He was not the only player who received such an honor as sophomore safety, Jonah McCutcheon, was named a 
BOXTOROW All-American and D2CCA All-Region pick, while Dennis Norfleet, Marquel Gardner and Michael Robinson 
were all named to USA College Football All-American Second Team.

Not all of the awards came on the field however, as senior linebacker, Jason Ashley, was selected as a College Sports 
Information Directors of America Academic All-American Second Team selection – the first such award in recent 
memory for the Golden Tigers.

Whether it was on the field or off the field, whether it was a touchdown or a game-saving tackle, or whether it was 
how a game ended or how a game started, there are many memories from the 2015 Tuskegee University football team 
that stand out and will continue to stand out for many years to come.

As John W. Gardner once said, “History never looks like history when you are living through it.”
Travis J. Jarome is the Director of Athletic Communications for Tuskegee University.
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When constructed in 1955, Dothan’s Ross Clark Circle handled 
a traffic load of 5,000 vehicles per day. Sixty years later, the 
Circle carries over 40,000 daily. To help ease congestion, the 

Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is now in the process of 
incorporating access management throughout the corridor and widening 
the Circle from four to six lanes in staged projects.

Just south of Bauman Drive, the Circle runs over a box culvert. AL-
DOT engineers determined that instead of extending or replacing the box 
culvert, the best solution was to build two bridges (one for each traffic 
direction) over it. A traditional bridge construction project would close 
the entire roadway for six to nine months. Noting the affect such a lengthy 
closure would have on local and tourist traffic as well as area businesses, 
ALDOT introduced something never before seen in Alabama, a new tech-
nique known as Slide-In Bridge Construction. 

With the Slide-In Bridge Construction technique, the bridges will be 
built on temporary supports parallel to the existing roadway and then slid 
(or rolled) into place once ready. Thanks to this innovative construction 
technique, the complete length of the road closure will be reduced from 
several months to seven days per bridge. Although the actual slide will only 
take a matter of hours, the seven days is to allow the contractor to complete 
the preliminary and subsequent work efforts to the slide. The traffic-flow 
plan for those seven days will still allow citizens to access all businesses in 
that area. 

Slide-In Bridge Construction is just one of three new technological 
methods being introduced to accelerate project times that significantly 
shorten traffic delays and road closures, as well as potentially reduce project 
costs. These methods also have the added benefit of producing safer more 
durable bridges with 
longer service lives than 
conventional structures. 
To find out more or 
to view videos of the 
Dothan Bridge Slide 
project, please visit 
www.dothanbridge.com 
for more information.

Information for this 
article was provided by 
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Cassandra Milton 
is Community Relations 
Specialist for the City of 
Dothan.
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Digital imaging of the Slide-In Bridge Technique being used in 
Dothan at the Beaver Creek on Highway 210 in between the intersec-
tions of Bauman and Fortner Streets on the Ross Clark Circle.

Dothan becomes first Alabama city to use
Slide-In Bridge Construction technique

By Cassandra Milton
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City of Alexander City  
Light & Power  
lights the way  
for residents  

of Alexander City
By Tracy Kendrick

The City of Alexander City Light 
& Power services approximately 
7,000 customers. Light & Power is 

responsible for approximately 160 miles 
of lines. The department performs its own 
service, maintenance and trimming. There 
are currently 13 employees in the depart-
ment working together to keep the lights on 
in Alexander City. 

The department is responsible for ev-
erything from the meter to the substation. 
The department performs its own metering 
as well as its own substation maintenance 
for two substations.

Ricky Waller is superintendent of the 
Light & Power department. He has been 
employed with the City of Alexander City 
Light & Power since 1984. He started as 
a lineman and worked his way to a lead 
lineman in 1996.  Waller became superin-
tendent in February 2014.

During the week, daily jobs include 
line maintenance and trimming as well 
as any new jobs or issues that may arise. 
The department reserves Fridays for street 
light and rental light repairs. When an 
emergency arises, the department may 
have to postpone daily maintenance as well 
as street/rental lights. If postponement is 
unavoidable, street and rental lights will be 
prepared at the next available day. 

Office hours are Monday – Friday, 7 
a.m. until 3:30 pm. To report any power or 
light issues during office hours, please call 
(256) 409-2080. For power outages after 
hours, please call the police department at 
(256) 234-3421. The department has a crew 
on stand-by every day of the year to assist 
you with power outages.

Alexander City Light & Power values 
its customers and aims to provide the saf-
est, quickest and best service.

Tracy Kendrick is Administrative Assistant 
for the City of Alexander City Light and Power.
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Places 

to Go  

& 

Things 

to Do

Alexander City

March 10 and April 14, 9 a.m.-
3 p.m. Recycle Electronics. 
Public Works Department 
behind Darwin Dobbs. Every 
second Thursday. CE&E 
Solutions will be accepting 
electronics for recycling and 
they are ADEM certified. There 
is a $10 fee for TV’s. Contact 
City of Alexander City Public 
Works at (256) 409-2020 for 
more information. Sponsored 
by the City of Alexander City 
and the Middle Tallapoosa 
Clean Water Partnership.

Mamie’s Place Children’s Library 
provides regular programs, 
including Story Time every 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. Also, 
Movie Day is every first Tuesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. Special 
programs include: March 2, Dr. 
Seuss Birthday Program – Happy 
Birthday, Dr. Seuss; March 15, 
Spring Break Movie Day at 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m.; March 16, St. 
Patrick’s Day, including stories, 
songs and crafts; and March 
23, Easter Program, including 
stories, songs and crafts. For 
details, call (256) 234-4644.

April 9, Community Wide 
Yard Sale. Charles E. Bailey 
Sportplex. Tables are available 
on a first come basis for $10 
each. Call Jennifer Baker at 
(256) 329-6736 for more 
information.

April 11-15, National Library 
Week. Monday through Friday. 
This will include a photo booth, 
a Kindle giveaway (registration 
will start Monday, April 11 at 
the library and on our Facebook 
page. The winner will be drawn 
April 15).

MainStreet Annual Strawberry 
Market will be held during 
April. Follow us on Facebook, 
MainStreet Alexander City, for 
more information. 

Dothan

April 8 and 9, Tri-State BBQ 
Festival. Houston County 
Farm Center. Friday night 
enjoy the BBQ Bash and yard 
party featuring R&B music by 
Legacy. Saturday, watch teams 
compete for over $11,000 in 
prize money and the Mayor’s 
Cup award. Lots of food, music, 
kids fun. Car show and kids 
cook-off as well on Saturday. 
Visit www.TriStateBBQ.com, 
or call (334) 699-1475 for 
more information  Admission 
is $10 per day. Event benefits 
local military and JR ROTC 
programs. 

Fairhope

March 4 and April 1, 6-8 p.m., 
First Friday Art Walk. The Art 
Center welcomes 400+ visitors, 
free of charge, for the exhibit 
openings. Visitors are treated 
to refreshments made possible 
by generous local business 
sponsors. First Friday Art Walk 
will also include refreshments 
and live music from other local 
merchants. For information, 
call (251) 928-2888.

March 5, Rotary Pancake 
Breakfast. Fairhope Methodist 
Church. $10 per ticket. 
Benefiting the Fairhope-
Point Clear Rotary Youth 
Club. The Rotary Youth 
Club provides year-round 
youth development programs 
and services designed to 
enhance the quality of life for 
the young people of the Eastern 
Shore. For tickets or questions, 
call (251) 895-6759.

March 12, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 3rd 
Annual Fairhope Sunset 
Rotary BBQ & Brew. Bring 
your family and enjoy a 
beautiful Spring day of fun 
and food, sampling the best in 
barbecue and small batch home 
brewed beers. Great live music, 
plus arts and crafts vendors, 
too.

March 17, 28th Annual Mayor’s 
Golf Tournament. Quail Creek 
Golf Course. Benefits public 
education in Fairhope. For 
more information, call (251) 
990-FEEF, or email info@
feefonline.org.

March 18-20, 64th Annual 
Fairhope Arts & Crafts 
Festival. Sponsored by the 
Eastern Shore Chamber of 
Commerce. Featuring more than 
230 exhibitors from throughout 
the country. For information, 
call (251) 928-6387

March 19, 38th Annual Spring 
Fever Chase 10K & 2 Mile 
Fun Run/Walk. Part of Arts 
& Crafts Weekend. Winds 
through beautiful downtown 
Fairhope overlooking Mobile 
Bay. For information, call (251) 
279-1693

March 26, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 
Easter Bunny Visiting 
Downtown Fairhope. The 
Easter bunny will be in front of 
the Fairhope Welcome Center 
in downtown Fairhope for 
children to visit. Parents may 
bring their cameras to take 
pictures. For information, call 
(251) 929-1466.

April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. 
Downtown Walking Tours. 
April 2 is a tour of Fairhope 
Avenue beginning at the 
Fairhope Welcome Center and 
April 9 is a tour of the Fairhope 
Beach Park beginning at the 
Fairhope Pier. The tour on 
April 16 is a tour of Section 
Street, and April 23 is a tour 
of Fairhope Single Tax. Both 
of these tours will depart from 
the Welcome Center at 10 a.m. 
The final tour, Saturday, April 
30, meets at 10 a.m. at the 
Oak Street gate to the Colony 
Cemetery. Donnie Barrett, 
Museum Director, will give an 
overview of the town’s history 
with visits to the graves of many 
of Fairhope’s founders. For 
information, (251) 929-1474.

Continued on Page 16
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April 2, Puttin on the Gritz! 
Celebrating All Things Southern. 
This year’s theme is “Bacon, Bourbon 
and Boots!” $75 per ticket at the 
Fairhope Civic Center. Live music, art 
auction, and more Southern treats and 
eats to benefit the Eastern Shore Art 
Center. For tickets or information, call 
(251) 928-2888.

April 19, Taste of Rotary. Food 
specialties from 20 area restaurants, 
as well as silent and live auctions, 
to benefit the Fairhope-Point Clear 
Rotary Youth Club, scholarships and 
other charitable groups. $50 per ticket 
at the Fairhope Civic Center.

April 23, 10 a.m., Celebrating Mobile 
Bay Earth Day. Fairhope Pier Park. 
Earth Day Mobile Bay will feature 
local vendors of green and earth-
friendly solutions including windmills, 
efficient heating and cooling 
systems including solar, geothermal, 
insulation, green building, and 
local and naturally healthy food 
sources, hybrid cars and electric cars. 
Admission is free. For information, 
call (251) 929-1466.

Magnolia Springs
 March 13, 1-5 p.m., “A Walk Through 

Time II” Tour of Homes. There will 
be six homes featured along with the 
Magnolia Springs Community Hall 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Chapel, both 
Circa 1894. Tickets can be purchased 
by calling (251) 965-9055 or (205) 
835-5366. 

Opelika
March 24, 7:30 p.m., Flashlight 

Egg Hunt. Moore Stadium. 3rd-5th 
graders. Bring a flashlight and a 
basket for eggs. Look for special 
prizes and eggs.

March 25, 6-8 p.m., Underwater 
Egg Hunt. Opelika SportsPlex & 
Aquatics Center. Ages 6-10. $4 for 
guests, free for SportsPlex members. 
Hunt for eggs in varying depths of 
the SportsPlex pool. Swimmers of all 
ability levels are welcome.

March 26, 10 a.m., Easter on the 
Square. Courthouse Square. 
Children 2nd grade and younger. 
Enjoy Easter “egg-tivities” from 
10 until 10:45 a.m. and hunt for 
more than 25,000 eggs in the super 
spectacular egg hunt at 11 a.m.

March 30, 10 a.m., Cardboard Boat 
Race. Opelika SportsPlex & Aquatics 
Center. $15 per team/boat. Build 
your own boat out of cardboard and 
sail across the SportsPlex pool for 
some great family fun.

April 15, 6-9 p.m., Opelika’s 21st 
Bi-Annual On the Tracks – A 
Food & Wine Event. Historic 
downtown Opelika. Lots of arts 
and entertainment, food and 
a wine tasting trail that takes 
participants through quaint  shops 
and galleries throughout the 
square. For more information, visit 
www.onthetracks.org.

Summerdale
March 5, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Sonora 

Masonic Lodge #635 Annual 
Fried Chicken Dinner Fundraiser. 
The lodge is located at 202 E. 
Jackson Street in Summerdale.  
Adult plates will be $8.50 and a 
child’s plate will be $5.00. For 
more info, contact Dean Mott 
at edeanmott@gmail.com, or 
visit the lodge website at www.
Sonora635.com.

Sylacauga
March exhibit at Comer Museum 

will be presented by Sylacauga City 
Schools.

March 2, 12 p.m., B.B. Comer 
Memorial Library will feature 
Dolores Hydock in Southfirst Bank 
Adult Lecture Series, “It’s the Little 
Things: Five Small Objects That 
Played a Big Role in Shaping the 
Dutch Golden Age”.

March 5, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 3rd Annual 
Car & Bike Show. Hosted by 
Comer Museum. Kiwanis Pancake 
Breakfast, 7 a.m.-12 p.m.

April exhibit at Comer Museum will 
feature marble sculptures from the 
“Magic of Marble” Festival

April 5-16, Sylacauga “Magic of 
Marble” Festival. Call (256) 267-
6655 for information.
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