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From the editor

AMEA’s mission of providing depend-
able and economical electric power to 
its Member cities of Alexander City, 

Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, Lanett, 
Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Sylacauga, and 
Tuskegee, is as important today as it was 30 
years ago. 

As we mark our 30th anniversary this year, 
we attribute our success to the strength of our 

membership and the strength of unified action. There is strength in 
numbers, and the success of AMEA’s 11 publicly-owned municipal 
utility Members is proof.

As we recognize this significant milestone, it’s also important 
to reflect on our history to remind us of our roots, the principles 
that we stand for, and the forces that have shaped us.

In the 1970s, wholesale electricity prices were spiraling out 
of control. Alabama law would not permit municipal utilities to 
jointly own or purchase power. Members of the Municipal Electric 
Utilities Association of Alabama began to seek legislative approval 
to form a collective buying unit.

It wasn’t until May 1981 that a bill was passed and sent to 
Governor Fob James for signature. On May 18, in the wee hours of 
the night, the Governor signed the legislation that allowed Ala-
bama municipal electric utilities to form AMEA as a public corpo-
ration to provide dependable, economical electric power and other 
services for the Member cities.

AMEA visionaries saw the establishment of the organization as 
a means to accomplishing much more together than was possible 
separately. Because of their vision and perseverance, AMEA has 
become a valued partner in Alabama’s electric utility community. 
And because of that vision, Members are committed more than 
ever to Joint Action as they are benefiting from AMEA’s power sup-
ply initiatives, competitive rates, assets, and selected value-added 
programs and services.

As it was in the beginning and still remains today, AMEA will 
stay true to its mission of providing for our Member communities a 
reliable and economical source of electric power, enabling these 11 
cities to preserve and enhance the benefits of municipal ownership 
for their citizens and the electric customers they serve. The second 
facet of AMEA’s mission is to provide its Members products and 
services that help their efficiency, performance and communities.

AMEA remains committed to helping our Members meet the 
growing energy needs of their customers, today and for generations 
to come. Lisa Miller

AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

With today’s energy challenges, your pub-
lic power system is always looking for 
new ways to help you maximize your 

energy dollars.
Energy Depot® for Homes is a one-stop shop of 

online resources and tools to help you better under-
stand and manage your home energy use and costs.

Energy Depot is available at your public power 
system’s web site. It allows you to analyze your 
energy bill and how energy is used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analysis tools, 
Energy Depot uses your actual bill and breaks out 
how energy is used within your home. The profile 
also gives you specific suggestions on how you can 
improve energy efficiency and use.

You can use Energy Depot to: complete a 
do-it-yourself home energy audit and receive a 
report online; quickly estimate the annual energy 
use and cost of home energy systems and appli-
ances; receive a personalized energy profile with an 
estimate of your energy costs for each home energy 
system/appliance; learn specific things you can 
do to reduce energy usage and how much you can 
save; compare your heating and cooling systems or 
water heater to a range of new system; learn how 
soon you can pay for a new more efficient heating 
or cooling system or water heater through lower 
energy bills; use the Energy Library to answer your 
energy questions; get answers to the most frequent-
ly asked questions regarding home energy use; and 
much more.

After answering some multiple-choice ques-
tions and entering some information, you receive a 
personalized report detailing your month-to-month 
energy usage in terms of dollars and energy units, 
as well as an analysis of the cost of individual appli-
ances over a year’s time.

The Energy Depot web site also features an ex-
tensive Energy Library and set of Frequently Asked 
Questions on energy use in the home, ranging from 
insulation levels and venting, to home appliances 
and energy standards. 

For more information on Energy Depot, con-
tact your public power system, or go to www.amea.
com, Hometown Connections, Energy Depot. Use 
the drop-down menu to select your utility.

Click your way to  
energy savings with

® AMEA: Serving  
its Members  
for 30 years
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reli-
able and economical source of 
electric power, enabling them to 
preserve and enhance the bene-
fits of municipal utility ownership 
for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive 
to offer services that our Mem-
bers need and can adapt to pro-
vide the best value for their com-
munities and customers.
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Sylacauga will again celebrate the Magic of Marble Festival in April. The city is 
preparing for the biggest event yet. Sylacauga invites you to come enjoy the various 
activities to be offered from April 6 through April 16.

The cover of this issue 
features pictures of last 
year’s sculptors. Giovanni 
Balderi was the guest 
sculptor from Italy. He is 
shown with his piece,  
The Mask. Other visiting 
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in my opinion

As we 
embark 
on a new 

year, 2011 marks 
changes in our 
government and 
our leaders. 2011 
could be a year 
of unprecedented 

change in our state and nation as we be-
gin the year with new leaders, including 
a new Governor, new state constitutional 
officers, new members of the Alabama 
Legislature, and a new U.S. Congress. 

These political leaders will face 
difficult challenges in the years ahead, 
including the economy, jobs, healthcare, 
and energy. While debates over stimulus 
spending and the execution of the health 
care overhaul will no doubt carry over 
into the 112th Congress, new members 
with their own particular interests and 
constituencies will be poised to drive 
discussion on the national stage. 

Some of the issues that could move 
out from under the radar in 2011 include 
Social Security retirement age, offshore 
drilling, ethanol and biofuels subsidies, 
Afghanistan withdrawal, and nuclear 
power.

With a new Republican majority 
in Congress, the question now is: How 
will the election shape our future energy 
policy and are climate legislation initia-
tives and cap-and-trade finally dead? 
Republican control of the House suggests 
that any future climate legislation will 
undoubtedly be off the table.

As I have discussed in previous 
Alabama Currents magazines, over the 
past several years, electric utility costs 
have risen due to the investments in 
upgrading coal plants to address the 
congressionally-mandated requirements 
of the Clean Air Act of 1990. Just like 
other utilities, the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority’s (AMEA) generation 
costs have increased as we pay our share 
of these required investments. AMEA, 
like other utilities in Alabama and across 
the Southeast, have significant coal 
resources and are impacted similarly as a 
result of these mandated requirements.

Coal generation has been the back-

FERC approves AMEA permit to study  
Andrews Dam Hydro Project

The Federal 
Energy Regula-
tory Commission 

(FERC) has approved the 
Alabama Municipal Elec-
tric Authority’s (AMEA) 
preliminary permit to 
study the feasibility of 
constructing a hydroelec-
tric generating plant at 
the George W. Andrews 
Lock and Dam on the 
Chattahoochee River.

The project is estimated to generate 25 megawatts, according to Fred Clark, 
AMEA President & CEO. Clark said FERC approved the preliminary permit on 
Dec. 21, 2010. The permit allows for a 36-month period of study.

“AMEA has long been an innovator in exploring electric generation options so 
as to keep our generation costs as low as possible,” Clark said. “We are committed 
to identifying electric generation options which provide our Members and their 
customers low-cost, reliable electric power. The Andrews Dam Hydro Project is a 
good environmental option worth studying.”

bone of the U.S. economy. By 2015, the 
electric generation industry will have 
committed and spent nearly $30 billion 
– not to increase the amount of genera-
tion in the United States, but to reduce 
emissions and improve the environmen-
tal performance of the coal-fired fleet 
that represents nearly 50 percent of the 
domestic supply of electricity.

Alabama’s power supply resources 
are approximately 60 percent coal fired. 
Coal remains the most abundant fuel in 
the United States and has benefits related 
to national security and generation 
diversity.

With the 111th Congress unable to 
pass cap-and-trade legislation as easily 
as some Members hoped, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
been moving forward on its own set of 
global warming regulations. The EPA’s 
endangerment finding, which took effect 
in January 2010, gives the EPA author-
ity under the Clean Air Act to regulate 
greenhouse gases. Starting this year, EPA 
is set to limit greenhouse gas emissions 
from the largest set of industrial sources, 
including power plants, refineries, indus-
trial boilers, pulp and paper, cement, and 
iron and steel facilities. 

New year, new challenges

The EPA intends to propose air 
toxics standards for coal- and oil-fired 
electric generating units by March 10, 
2011, and finalize a rule by November 
16, 2011. Other EPA regulations (2010-
2017) which pose significant challenges 
include effluent guidelines, CAIR (Clean 
Air Interstate Rule), mercury/MACT 
(Maximum Achievable Control Technol-
ogy) standards, coal ash and ozone.

Much like a cap-and-trade system, 
the goal of the EPA’s regulatory plan is to 
reduce CO2 emissions. And also much 
like cap and trade, the EPA plan would 
have similar economic costs. The finan-
cial burden of these regulations would 
fall on the shoulders of all Americans 
through higher costs for electric power 
and other goods and services. 

Understanding that public power 
customers will bear the brunt of climate 
change-related energy price increases is 
what motivates AMEA to stay engaged 
with members of Congress. Legislative 
advocacy involves taking an active role 
in ensuring that public power utilities 
and their customers are treated fairly in 
legislation and regulation.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
AMEA President & CEO

George W. Andrews Lock and Dam Hydroelectric Project
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The bare  
necessities
By Doug Rye

Once upon a time, long ago, actually about eight 
years ago, my wife and I decided to take turns read-
ing to each other at bedtime to help us go to sleep. 

Some of you are thinking, “How corny and boring can that 
be?” Others are thinking, “Oh how sweet.” Well, having been 
married for 35 years, we could handle it either way. 

We chose to read Little House on the Prairie by Laura 
Ingalls Wilder. It was written primarily for children, so even 
I could read and understand it. When we finished, we had 
read all nine books in the series. We got to where we felt 
like we were part of the prairie family. We knew Ma and Pa, 
Laura, Mary, Baby Carrie, Jack the dog, and Pet and Patty, 
the horses. It was one of the most enjoyable things that we 
have done together, and we have been in every state and 
several other countries. 

This is probably driving you crazy. Where is the stuff 
about energy efficiency? Well just hang on.

When Jack got lost, I couldn’t rest until he was found. 
It was amazing how I could remember every detail about 
this family as they travelled across the northern midwestern 
states because I can’t even remember where I put my car keys 
or cell phone this morning. They, and many other families, 
travelled across the mostly desolate countryside with hopes 
of a better life. They had room for only the bare necessities, 
those being a little food, some clothing, and minimal shelter. 
History tells us that many pioneers never survived the trip.

As I am writing this article, most of the midwestern 
states are having serious winter weather with ice, lots of 
snow, and wind. I told my wife that I sure was glad that I 
wasn’t traveling across the prairie today in a covered wagon. 
She responded by saying that she was glad that she didn’t 
wake up this morning with snow on her blankets after it 
blew through the board siding that Pa had to use on the 
prairie house. I then told her that I am glad that I won’t have 
to stay up all night tonight putting twisted corn husks in the 
wood stove to keep the family from freezing.

My wife simply says that she would never make it. Well, 
if they could add only one item to the bare necessities list 
it would change their lives. That would be electricity. Life 
would be so much better if they just had a power pole and 
transformer by the trail or by the front door. In our society, 
you would have to add electricity to your bare necessity list.

Here is a diary of this cold winter day. At 6:30 a.m. our 
radio alarm sounded. At 6:45 a.m. my wife’s cell phone alarm 
sounded to which I responded by turning on a lamp, which I 
really didn’t need to do because the phantom standby lights 
on our smoke detector, our security system, our LED TV, our 
BOSE radio, the air purifier, the TV cable box, the TV receiv-
er, and the DVD player were all on anyway. I then turned the 
TV on to check the weather. Understand, I haven’t even left 
the bed yet. I then walked to the master bath where I turned 
on four lights. I stepped into the shower and used hot water 
from our electric water heater and the automatic exhaust fan 
came on to remove the moisture. I then shaved using my 
electric razor. This is our normal routine. Now I perform the 
most important task of the day (drum roll please)…the 
making of the coffee. Never once was I concerned about 
being cold. 

You can see where I am going with this. Then comes 
breakfast using the microwave, the refrigerator, the oven, 
and on and on, all through the day, at night, and again 
tomorrow morning. Many, and I mean many, things use elec-
tricity to make our everyday life more convenient and com-
fortable. Folks, when you think of this with an open mind, 
you have to say this bare necessity is an absolute bargain. We 
should enjoy it and not waste it.

I have real concerns about the future cost of this great 
product. Every indication is that the cost of electricity is 
destined to rise due to increasing demands and regulations 
that may be placed on the ways that electricity is generated. 
That could be a real problem for many of us. I have always 
tried to solve problems with common sense solutions and 
that is why I write this column. The common sense answer 
is to build your new house, or make your existing house, so 
energy efficient that it really doesn’t matter what a unit of 
electricity cost.

Oh yes, I nearly forgot to tell you that this past sum-
mer my wife and I went to the Laura Ingalls Wilder historic 
home in Mansfield, MO, and sat where many of the stories 
were written. By asking around, we even found where Laura, 
Almanzo, and daughter, Rose, were buried. 

Now back to normal. In the next issue, I will give you 
another energy tool for you to use to make the new bare 
necessity more affordable. 

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King 
of Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’ Doug has 
helped thousands of homeowners save money on their power 
bills. He hosts the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk 
program, which has been on the air for 15 years in 14 states. 
Doug speaks annually at American Institute of Architects 
meetings to hundreds of other architects on energy efficiency. 
He conducts over 150 energy-saving seminars per year all 
across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at 
(501) 653-7931, or www.dougrye.com.
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Save energy 
and money by  
removing lint 
from clothes 
dryer

Clothes dryers are one of the many appli-
ances that add convenience to our lives, 
but if not maintained properly, they can 

increase your home’s energy usage.
Lint from clothes can become caught in traps 

and vents which decreases air flow in your dryer, 
causing it to run longer and use more electricity.

Simple maintenance can help keep your dryer 
running smoothly. Lint can also pose a safety hazard 
since it’s highly flammable.

Follow the steps below to keep your dryer run-
ning efficiently and safely:

• Remove your dryer’s lint trap;
• Remove any accumulated lint and discard (this 

step should be done each time you use your 
dryer);

• To remove any waxy build-up deposited from 
fabric softeners, wash with warm water and a 
small brush (such as an old toothbrush). Gen-
tly brush over the mesh grate of the trap;

• Pat dry with a clean towel and let the lint trap 
air dry before placing back into your dryer. 
This process should be done every four to six 
months.

Cleaning the dryer vent hose

• Unplug your dryer and pull away from the 
wall. Using a screwdriver, loosen the vent 
clamp from the vent hose (you may have to 
remove the back panel of the dryer to access 
the clamp).

• Remove the vent hose. Reach into the hole 
in the back of the dryer and pull out any lint 
buildup.

• Reach into the vent hose and remove any lint. 
Most lint will accumulate at the ends, but also 
check the middle of the hose. Be careful not to 
puncture or damage the hose.

• Slide the clamp back on vent, re-attach the 
hose to the dryer and tighten the clamp. Slide 
the dryer back into place, making sure you do 
not kink the vent hose and that you keep it as 
straight as possible.

Remember, lint is your dryer’s worst enemy. By 
removing it, you help your dryer run more efficiently 
and safely.

Think safety when operating a generator

You can use a portable generator to supply electricity to your 
appliances if an emergency exists during a power outage. But 
if used improperly, they can kill you and the people, such as 

linemen, who are trying to restore power to your home.
Connecting a generator to the main electrical supply of your 

house requires the services of a qualified and certified electrician. 
And before installing the generator to your household, notify your 
public power system.

Seven-Step Plan to prevent generator accidents

1.  A qualified, licensed electrician must install a double-pole, 
double-throw transfer switch to connect the generator to a 
building’s electrical system. This is required by the National 
Electrical Code. The connection must meet local ordinances. 
A minimum of 10-gauge wiring must be used.

2.  Make sure that the unit is connected to an appropriate elec-
trical ground, in accordance with the National Electric Code. 
Follow instructions supplied with the generator.

3.  Operate the generator in a clean, dry, well ventilated area. 
Make sure your hands are dry when operating.

4.  Inspect extension cords before use and replace with new if 
requires. Use proper size (wire gauge) cord set for the applica-
tion. Follow instructions supplied with your unit. Always use 
electrically grounded cord sets.

5.  Turn the engine off and allow it to cool before adding fuel. 
Make sure there’s a fire extinguisher in the immediate area 
that is certified to handle gasoline or fuel fires.

6.  Keep objects away from the unit during operation. Do not 
operate the unit in a confined area such as a garage, base-
ment, storage shed, etc., which lack a steady exchange of air. 
Never operate a unit in a location occupied by humans or 
animals. Keep children, pets and others away from where it’s 
operating.

7.  Never attempt to “speed up” the engine to obtain more 
performance. Both the output voltage and frequency will be 
thrown out of standard by this practice, endangering you and 
the attachments. 

Determining wattage requirements 

Never exceed the rated capacity of your generator. Overloading 
can cause serious damage to the generator or appliances. Before op-
erating a generator, list all of the appliances that are going to operate 
at the same time. Then determine the starting wattage requirements 
and the running wattage requirements. The starting load lasts only 
for a few seconds, but is very important when figuring your total 
wattage to be used. Your generator must be rated to handle the total 
wattage.

Wattage requirements vary with different brands of appliances. 
Be sure to check the name plate on the appliances you plan to use. 
Always start your largest electric motor first, and then plug in other 
items one at a time.

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
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TO REPORT AN OUTAGE IN ALEXANDER CITY:  
Day Time (256) 409-2080  

After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 –  
DO NOT CALL 911

Terrapin Tri-County Adventure 
Race scheduled for April

By Ben Singleton

Piedmont is set to host the 2nd Annual Terrapin 
Tri-County Adventure Race on April 30. This 
race will entail challenging trail running, creek 

paddling and biking. The race consists of a 10K run, 1.5 
miles of paddling, and a 33.8-mile bike course. 

The race is a great opportunity to enjoy the beauti-
ful outdoors of northeast Alabama including Calhoun, 
Cherokee, and Cleburne counties. The 41.5-mile ad-
venture is on the Pinhoti National Recreational Hiking 
Trail, the Terrapin Creek Canoe Trail, and the Chief 
Ladiga Bike Trail.

The race will finish at the Eubanks Welcome Center 
in downtown Piedmont and it will consist of three team 
members – one member completing each venue, or an 
individual completing the entire race, divided by age 
group 

Awards will be presented to first, second and third 
place team divisions, and first, second and third place 
age divisions. 

For more information or to register for the race, visit 
www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com/events. 
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More than 22,300 Alabamians will be diagnosed 
with cancer this year and more than 9,000 will 
die from it. The American Cancer Society Relay 

for Life offers hope to those touched by cancer and brings us 
one step closer to a cancer-free tomorrow. As a breast cancer 
survivor myself, I have experienced first hand what early de-
tection, education, new technology, treatments and a strong 
support system can do.

The 5th Annual Lake Martin Area Rodeo, which will 
benefit the Tallapoosa County Relay for Life and the Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, will be held March 18 
and 19. Gates open at 4 p.m. and the show will start at 7 p.m. 
Concessions will be available along with pony rides, bungee 
jumping, a climbing wall, and of course, you can try your luck 
on a bull (a mechanical one that is). The cost for each night 
is $10 ($8 in advance) for adults and $5 ($3 in advance) for 
children, 6 and up. Tickets may be purchased in advance at 
the Alexander City Chamber of Commerce or at the Sportplex 
Gym. The City of Alexander City, Bice Motors/Dodge Rodeo 
and Cecil’s Public House, along with other businesses in the 
Lake Martin Area, are sponsoring the event.

The rodeo brings in contestants and families from all 
over the state of Alabama. There are usually over 150 contes-
tants competing each evening in the eight different action-
packed events. These events include bareback riding, saddle 
bronco riding, calf roping, team roping, breakaway roping, 
barrel racing, steer wrestling, and last but certainly not least, 
bull riding.

For more information, call (256) 329-6736, Ext. 27. 

It’s rodeo time in 
Alexander City

By Jennifer Baker
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Energy efficiency doesn’t 
have to be expensive

You don’t have to spend a fortune on the latest energy-efficient 
appliances to save energy at home. Here are 10 low-cost, 
no-hassle ways to conserve energy and cut your electric bill:  

Set your water heater at 
120 degrees. Besides sav-
ing energy, you’ll protect 
your family from getting 
scalded by water that’s too 
hot.

ONE Use the energy-
saver settings on 
your refrigerator, 
dishwasher, clothes 
washer and clothes 
dryer.  

2
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Use your mi-
crowave. It uses 
one-fifth of the 
energy as your 
regular oven, 
and it doesn’t 
add heat to 
the air in the 
kitchen.  

If you have a waterbed, make it every 
day. The bedspread will insulate it so 
much that it will use one-third less 
energy.  

Clean or replace 
your air condi-
tioner, furnace 
or heat-pump 
filters. 

Turn down your 
heating system’s 
thermostat to 68 
degrees or even 
lower if no one is 
home for several 
days.

Wash your clothes 
in cold water. Ninety 
percent of the en-
ergy it takes to wash 
clothes is for heating 
the water. Cold-water 
detergents will get the 
dirt out.  

f
i
v
e

T
h
t

l
h

seven

n
i
n
e

eight

4Replace incandescent lights 
with compact fluorescent bulbs. 
CFLs use only one-fourth of the 
energy of traditional light bulbs.  

Use area rugs if you 
have hardwood or tile 
floors to keep your 
feet warm.  

T
H
R
E
E

10
Set your computer 
and monitor to 
lapse into “sleep” 
mode rather than 
leaving them on 
when you’re not 
using them. They 
use 80 percent less 
electricity in “sleep” 
mode.  

6
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using them. They 
use 80 percent less 
electricity in “sleep” 
mode.  

6
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Chaney named Riviera Utilities  
2010 Employee of the Year

By David Horton

Upon receiving the 2010 Employee of the Year Award from 
Mike Dugger, General Manager, Riviera Utilities, An-
thony Chaney raised his plaque in the air and shouted 

“All right!” He then proceeded to the microphone for a short 
speech, which he jokingly began with “First, I’d like to thank all 
my fans….”

Chaney shamelessly admits to lobbying for the Employee 
of the Month award that he was awarded earlier in the year. His 
fellow employees in the Service Department had all been selected 
previously for the award and he was the only hold out. Chaney 
was really beginning to get a complex about it, so he tried with 
little avail to encourage his co-workers to nominate him for the 
award. They would unmercifully kid him about not being very 
deserving of the award. With all that said, Chaney has earned 
the Employee of the Year Award and we are all very proud of his 
accomplishment.

“Anthony is a very likeable person and works hard to be the 
best he can be,” Dugger said. “He recommended advertising their 
air conditioning service early in the year and when we did, the de-
partment spent the whole summer trying to catch up. Anthony is 
a great role model for all of us at Riviera. He is one of the best and 
displays all of the values that are important to us as a company. 
He takes a lot of pride in his work, he’s honest, shows respect to 
others, he remembers that our customers are first, he works safely 
and he is accountable. Anthony is very deserving of this award.”

Other employees who were selected Employee of the Month 
were: Ray Norris, December 2009; in 2010, Chad Owen, January; 
Danielle Pitt, February; Scott Jantz, March; Sarah Langston, April; 
Anthony Chaney, May; Alan Russell, June; Gene Durham, July; 
Jason Ellison, August; Bonnie Broome, September; Pat Lambert, 
October; and Pat Durant, November.

City of Dothan announces 
Walk and Bike Dothan

By Cassandra Milton

The City of Dothan is pleased to announce 
walkandbikedothan.org. The website will 
be used to support the Bicycle and Pedes-

trian Master Plan currently under development. 
“The site will provide important project 

updates and serve as a data collection device for 
the master plan,” said City Transportation Planner 
Nicole Spivey. 

A crucial part of data collection for the plan 
is a user’s survey that is available to residents at 
walkandbikedothan.org. Copies of the survey can 
also be found at all Dothan recreation centers, the 
library, and local bike shops. 

“This survey is critical to the planning process 
and we are encouraging everyone to participate,” 
Ms. Spivey added.

Information gathered from the survey will help 
identify demographics of the users, areas being 
used, means of use, and help identify reasons for 
non-use. 
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Anthony Chaney 
(L) accepts the 
2010 Employee 
of the Year 
Award from 
Mike Dug-
ger, General 
Manager, Riviera 
Utilities.
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During 2010, Riviera Utilities went through a tremendous process of self evaluation. 
It was during that time that the management of Riviera Utilities took on the task of 
developing a company-wide strategic plan. With guidance from Vantage Associates, 

Riviera Utilities went through the process of recognizing strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats that we face and move toward a new emphasis of change within the organization to 
improve ourselves and better serve our customers. It has been a long process, but very fulfilling 
as it brought all of us closer together to form a better team. 

One of the first acts taken was to gather as much information as we could from our em-
ployees to determine needs, attitudes toward the way we do business, our services, and how 
we might improve. This gave us the basic information to move forward with a plan intended to 
improve the quality and reliability of the services we provide while improving the development 
and satisfaction of our employees and the satisfaction of our customers. Our intent is to encour-
age our employees to become a larger part of the process and bring us all together as a greater 
team working to make us a leader in our industry.

During the process of working on our strategic plan, we developed vision and mission state-
ments to give us direction as we work to meet the expectations and challenges of our future.

Our vision is to become a recognized leader in our industry providing exceptional value to 
customers, employees and community. The mission we strategized as a company is to continu-
ously provide high quality service and value, while constantly striving to improve ourselves and 
the communities we serve. As a means to guide us, we chose to stress the exceptional values of 
safety, honesty, respect for each other and our customers, pride, putting the customer first, and 
being accountable, so that we will always strive to do our best for our customers. 

The strategic plan has been a major undertaking and has resulted in a lot of changes in 
how we have always done things at Riviera. One of the major changes has been to change our 
general organizational structure to improve communication between the departmental barriers 
and allow an improved focus on meeting the needs and expectations of both our customers and 
employees.

“I am truly excited about the year ahead as we use the foundation of our plan to move us all 
forward,” said Mike Dugger, General Manager, Riviera Utilities. “The Riviera Board of Directors 
has given us the right guidance and tools to make all of this happen. We have a renewed focus 
on customer satisfaction, as well as the training and development of our employees.” 

“As we enter into this new decade, we believe that our employees and management are 
making the necessary changes together that need to be made to help us become a leader in 
our industry,” Dugger said. “We are all facing the challenges that we have ahead with a lot of 
enthusiasm and we are optimistic about the future of Riviera Utilities. Providing more training 
for employees has become a major emphasis of our plan and an integral part of the process so 
that we can better serve you, our customers, more effectively and efficiently. One of the immedi-
ate measures we have taken to be more efficient was to install GPS units in all of our vehicles. 
The installation of the systems will hopefully help us streamline our operations and help us to 
be better at what we do.”

Riviera Utilities is taking the steps necessary to become a leader in the industry. From the 
board of directors, management and employees, we want you to know that we are working togeth-
er to improve the way we provide service to you. We never want to take you for granted.Our intent 
is to improve our relationships with each other and to better serve you, our customer. We are very 
proud to have you as a customer and look forward to serving you for many years to come.

Riviera Utilities: Implementing a strategic plan to improve our future
By David Horton

Our vision 

is to become 

a recognized 

leader in our 

industry providing 

exceptional value 
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employees and 

community. 

The mission we 

strategized as 

a company is 

to continuously 

provide high 

quality service 

and value, while 

constantly striving 

to improve 

ourselves and the 

communities we 

serve. 
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Fairhope’s new hybrid 
bucket truck:  

Saving money and helping 
the environment

By D. Fran Morley
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Mildred Hemmons Carter: 
A Tuskegee Heroine

On Feb. 1, 2011, a special program was 
hosted by The Tuskegee Human and 
Civil Rights Multicultural Center to pay 

tribute to Mildred Hemmons Carter, Alabama’s 
first African American female licensed pilot. The 
70th anniversary commemoration was also hosted 
by Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.-Tuskegee Chapter.

Mildred Hemmons was born in Benson, AL, 
on Sept. 14, 1921. She moved at an early age to 
Tuskegee where her parents enrolled her in kinder-
garten. She later moved to North Carolina when 
her father took a job as business manager/treasurer of a small junior col-
lege, Bricks Junior College. Here she entered high school, but along came 
the Depression and the school closed. Her mother took a job as a matron 
at Rust College in Holly Springs, MS. This is where Mildred spent her last 
year of high school, graduating in 1937 at the age of 15.

The next year, her parents were again in Tuskegee, where her father 
had secured work at the Veterans Hospital. Her parents were all about 
educating their five children and each of them finished college. At the age 
of 15, Mildred began her college career at Tuskegee Institute, graduating 
in 1941 at age 19 with a B.S. degree in business.

Mildred was a junior in the School of Business at Tuskegee with a 
work-study job in the School of Mechanical Industries under the direc-
tion of G.L. Washington, who along with Tuskegee Institute President, 
Dr. Patterson, spearheaded the Civilian Pilot Training Program. Mildred 
applied for the program in 1939, but was denied entrance because she 
was 17 and the requirement was 18 years of age. She applied the next 
year and was accepted. She received her pilot’s license on Feb. 1, 1941, 
becoming the first African American woman in Alabama, and quite pos-
sibly the American South, to achieve this distinction. She then applied for 
the secondary (advanced) program, but was denied on the basis that fe-
male private pilots were not being accepted into the secondary program.

Later, the Army Air Corps announced its recruiting program for 
female pilots to serve in the Women’s Air Service Program (WASP). 
Mildred was more than qualified for this organization, but again was in-
formed that she was ineligible. This program, which was operated by the 
famous Jackie Cochran, was not accepting African American women. 

Mildred continued her interest in aviation and has lived her dreams 
of high flight through the life of her husband, a Tuskegee Airman, 
Herbert E. Carter. After an “aerial courtship,” Herbert and Mildred were 
married on Aug. 21, 1942. The Carters currently reside in Tuskegee. They 
have three children, five grandchildren, and are the recent proud great 
grandparents of two great grandsons.

Source: The Bessie Coleman Foundation and Col. Roosevelt J. Lewis, 
USAF, Retired.
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The Fairhope Electric Department’s new 
truck may look like a regular bucket 
truck for the most part, but Electric 

Superintendent Scott Sligh says he expects to 
see fuel savings of 40 to 60 percent, thanks to 
a unique hybrid feature of the truck. 

“This truck has a battery that is used to 
power the hydraulics that lifts the bucket,” 
said Sligh. “That’s significant because with a 
regular bucket truck, the hydraulics are pow-
ered by the truck’s diesel engine, which means 
that in order to operate the bucket or any of 
the powered tools, the truck engine has to be 
kept running the entire time.”

“Most of the time a truck of this type is 
in service, it’s idling on the work site just to 
power the hydraulics,” Sligh noted. “That can 
be a significant amount of time and use a lot 
of diesel fuel. With this truck, we can shut off 
the diesel engine and use the battery to lift the 
bucket and power the tools.”

Sligh said the City needed to replace an 
aging bucket truck, and he was pleasantly sur-
prised when bids on the hybrid were not that 
much higher than for a regular truck. 

“With this truck, the City is thinking out-
side the box when it comes to saving money 
and doing something good for the environ-
ment. By using this new hybrid truck, we are 
saving money on diesel fuel, saving fossil fuel 
resources, and reducing our emissions.”

Mildred Hemmons Carter
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Sylacauga gears up for  
Third Annual Magic of Marble Festival

By Dr. Shirley Spears

The Third Annual Magic of Marble Festival, scheduled 
for April 6-16, should be better than ever. The empha-
sis on showcasing Sylacauga’s beautiful white marble 

will continue, but new activities will be added to expand the 
community’s involvement in the festival.

It all started in 2008 when Sylacauga became a part of 
the cultural exchange with Pietrasanta, Italy, sponsored by 
the Alabama State Council on the Arts. Mayor and Mrs. Sam 
Wright were a part of the delegation and they returned to 
Sylacauga with sculpting on their minds.

Sylacauga’s 2009 Magic of Marble Festival was sponsored 
by the State Council on the Arts as a part of the reciprocal hos-
pitality that Alabama offered to the Italian delegation which 
consisted of 19 artists and government officials.

Sylacauga rolled out the red carpet for the Italian visitors 
with a city-wide reception, a visit to the marble quarries, and a 
chance for them to get a glimpse of life in a small southern town 
in Alabama. The mayors of Sylacauga and Pietrasanta signed an 
official pact of friendship between the two marble cities.

During that first festival, visiting musicians, vocalists and 
dancers brought world- class entertainment to Sylacauga High 
School, and Italian sculptor, Rino Gianinni, conducted the first 
sculpting symposium for visiting sculptors. The visiting sculp-
tor left a beautiful piece sculpted from Sylacauga marble. We Are 
All On The Same Boat is now on display at Comer Library.

During last year’s Magic of Marble Festival, Italian 
sculptor, Giovanni Balderi, conducted a marble symposium 
and carved The Mask, which is on loan to the Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts. This beautiful piece will be back home 
at Comer Library in time for the festival.

The second festival included lectures on the history of 
marble; displays of marble and marble products; a middle 
school pen pal project with Pietrasanta; the debut of A Brief 
History of Sylacauga Marble by Ruth Cook ; art competitions; 
sports events; art events at the Comer Museum; and family-
friendly activities.

The upcoming Third Annual Magic of Marble Festival 
will feature an Italian sculptor carving Sylacauga marble as 
well as the other established activities that have been so suc-
cessful in the first two festivals. New and exciting activities 
that are being planned include: 
• Marble Mania, an educational scavenger hunt for outside 

marble in and around Sylacauga with cash prizes in adult 
and children’s categories. Begins March 21. Prizes will be 
given on April 16;

• A Taste of Sylacauga on April 7. Location to be announced;
• Quarry visits on April 7 and 8. Registration at Mayor 

Wright’s office;

• The Eric Essex Jazz Band performing for Sylacauga 
Schools Foundation members as well as visiting sculptors 
and guests at the Marble City Grill on April 9;

• An Architectural Summit conducted by Jim DeLoach of 
Architectural Stone Imports on April 15 at the Comer 
Library. DeLoach will lecture and show slides to illustrate 
the versatility and beauty of marble as a building material.
Registration will be required;

• The Nemak 5K Run and the 1 Mile Fun Run will begin at 
9 a.m. at Blue Bell Park;

• Displays of marble products from the local marble quar-
ries – IMERYS, OMYA, and Alabama Marble Company 
– will be on display at Comer Library for the duration 
of the festival. Giovanni Balderi’s famous Italian marble 
rose, Appesa al Tempo/Suspended in Time, will also be on 
display at the library;

• Special events and displays at the Isabel Anderson Comer 
Museum;

• Local musicians will provide music at Blue Bell Park on 
April 9. 

Sylacauga has good reason to celebrate its beautiful white 
marble since it is one of the few sources in the world. In the 
early 1830s, marble was an important part of Alabama’s min-
ing industry, and then in 1903 the Italian sculptor, Giuseppe 
Moretti, brought wide attention to the stone as a source of 
stone to carve. The renowned artist’s discovery of Sylacauga’s 
marble was almost accidental.

Moretti had been chosen by the Birmingham Commercial 
Club to create a colossal cast iron statue of Vulcan, Roman god 
of fire and forge, for the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
in St. Louis.

While Moretti was in Birmingham to oversee the casting 
of Vulcan, he noticed a marble carving of the Bible on a desk 
in the office of John H. Adams at Republic Steel. The beauty 
of the creamy white stone mesmerized Moretti, which he im-
mediately equated in quality with the Carrara marble of his 
native country.

Moretti made a trip to Sylacauga, procured a slab of the 
local marble and carved it directly with a hammer and chisel 
into The Head of Christ. It has been said that this marble piece 
for the St. Louis Expo captured as much attention as Vulcan. 
The rendering with its crown of thorns and sorrowful tears 
remained Moretti’s favorite piece of sculpture throughout his 
life. The original carving is now held by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Archives and History. 

Moretti changed the face of the marble industry in im-
portant ways and brought attention to the quality and quan-
tity of what he called “the finest white marble in the world.” 
Sylacauga’s supply is plentiful with a bed of marble that is ap-
proximately 32 miles long, 115 miles wide, and 400 feet deep. 
Speculators say the marble will last another 200 years. 

Sylacaugans are proud of the resurrection of their pure 
white marble as a medium for sculpting and as a “green” prod-
uct to be used in the buildings of the world. 

Everyone is invited to visit the town, view the sculpting in 
progress, and take part in the many activities planned for their 
education, enrichment and entertainment.
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The City of Lanett Recreation has benefitted greatly 
from the former L.B. Sykes Junior High School build-
ing. The department began using the building, now 

known as the L.B. Sykes Community Center, after the Lanett 
City School System did not have enough students for Lanett 
Junior High School. The City of Lanett began using the 
building in November 2009 and has made very good use of it 
since that time.

The City of Lanett Recreation Department has several 
employees working at the center, which is located at 1302 
Cherry Drive. Director Ronnie B. Tucker has been employed 
with the department since March 1994. He began his career 
as an assistant recreation director. Lanett Mayor Oscar Craw-
ley named Tucker recreation director in October 2004. 

Current assistants are Selbie Bradley, who has been 
employed with the City since March 1998, and Curtis Lewis, 
who has been with the City since December 2008. Selbie 
and Curtis are involved with football, basketball, baseball, 
track and soccer. Cheerleading is offered during football and 
basketball seasons. 

There is an Easter Seals (paid by that agency) employee 
who answers the telephone and schedules the pickups 
needed by citizens for the City of Lanett Transit Bus. The 
bus, driven by Henry Messer, is available to take citizens to 
doctor’s appointments and to pick up medicine or groceries 
at certain cites. If you need this service, be sure to call and 
schedule your pickup. 

Seasonal lifeguards are hired for the summer. The city 
pool is usually open for about two and a half months. There 
is a head lifeguard and two other lifeguards. The pool has a 
lot of participation for the entire season.

Free computer classes are offered to citizens in the com-
munity during the week and Saturdays at the center. Classes 
offered are Microsoft Word, Excel, and Outlook.

The center also serves as a voting precinct. Citizens have 
a much nicer place to vote and voting is much simpler and 
more convenient. There is plenty of parking space available 
with restrooms on site. 

Citizens are able to rent the building for various re-
unions, parties and functions. A kitchen is available. Many 
community activities take place at this location. 

Please visit the City web site at www.cityoflanett.com, 

Recreation Department. On the web site, you’ll find informa-
tion about the City’s activities and facilities. 

Recreation is available to provide unique and advanced 
programs for our citizens and community. If you have any 
ideas or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Recreation Department, (334) 644-4312.

It is the mission of the Lanett Parks and Recreation to 
create recreational opportunities for growth and enhance-
ment by developing diverse services and programs that pro-
mote citizen involvement and a strong sense of community 
while striving to increase the social, cultural and physical 
well-being of its residents and visitors.

 Parks and Recreation goals include: 
• Provide clean and safe park and recreational facilities;
• Provide efficient services to the City of Lanett residents 

regardless of income, background and ability; 
• Effectively plan for the future needs of Lanett resi-

dents;
• Continually strive to improve existing facilities while 

seeking opportunities for future development;
• Create a partnership with the Lanett community to 

improve the quality of life for all citizens.
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Former junior high school houses  
Lanett Parks and Recreation Department

By Jennie Gunnells

Above: L.B. Sykes Community Center. 
Right: City of Lanett Recreation 
Department Director Ronnie B. 
Tucker
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places to Go &  
thinGs to do

Alexander City

March 3, BFL Fishing Tournaments. Wind Creek 
State Park. For more information, call (256) 
329-0845.

March 12, W.A.T.T. Fishing Tournaments. Wind 
Creek State Park. For more information, call 
(256) 329-0845.

March 18 and 19, Lake Martin Area Rodeo. 
Benefiting Tallapoosa County Relay for Life 
and Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Founda-
tion. Gates open at 4 p.m. Rodeo begins at 
7p.m. Adults, $10; kids 4-12, $5; and 3 and 
under, free. For more information, call (256) 
329-6736, Ext 27.

March 19, Fishers of Men Fishing Tournaments. 
Wind Creek State Park. For more informa-
tion, call (256) 329-0845.

March 26, Tallassee Rotary Club Fishing Tour-
naments. Wind Creek State Park. For more 
information, call (256) 329-0845.

April 2, Antique Car Cruise In. 6-8 p.m. Arby’s. 
Car enthusiasts cruise into Arby’s parking 
lot the first Saturday of the month, April 
through October, beginning at 6 p.m. Enjoy 
the era of classic cars and classic music. Call 
(256) 234-7154 for more information.

April 2, AL Bass Federation Fishing Tourna-
ments. Wind Creek State Park. For more 
information, call (256) 329-0845.

April 9, 6 a.m., Community-Wide Yard Sale. 
Charles E. Bailey Jr. Sportplex. Merchandise 
may be brought on Friday night and set up. 
Tables are $10 and must be reserved. All 
proceeds from table rental will go to Relay for 
Life for Tallapoosa County. For more infor-
mation, call (256) 329-6736 ext 27.

April 11-15, Spring Break Day Camp will be open 
with fun events planned daily for children 
kindergarten through sixth grade. For more 
information, call (256) 329-6736, Ext 27.

April 16, Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Charles E. 
Bailey Jr. Sportplex. Easter Bunny, prize eggs, 
train rides, face painting and other events 
for the kids. The train rides will start at 9 
a.m., and the egg hunt will begin at 10 a.m. 
For more information, call (256) 329-6736, 
Ext 27.

Dothan

March 5, 9:30 a.m., Wiregrass Woodturners 
Club Meeting. Alabama Agricultural Mu-
seum. Landmark Park. Open to the public. 
No experience necessary. Free with paid 
gate admission. Held first Saturday of each 
month. 

March 5, 1 p.m., Landmark Park Dulcimer 
Club Jam Session, Must have a mountain 
dulcimer, no experience necessary. Free with 
paid gate admission. Held first Saturday of 
each month. 

March 13, 4 p.m., Reptile Feeding. Interpretive 
Center Classroom. Landmark Park. Watch 
park staff feed the snakes and learn why 
these animals are important to the environ-
ment. Free with paid gate admission. Held 
second Sunday of each month.

March 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Spring Farm Day. 
Landmark Park. Celebrate the agricultural 
heritage of the Wiregrass with traditional 
spring farm activities. Alabama State Horse 
and Mule Plowing Contest and Old Time 
Fiddlers’ Convention held in conjunction 
with Spring Farm Day. Concessions will be 
avail able. Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for 
senior citizens, $4 for children and free for 
park members and children 3 and under. 

April 8 and 9, Tri-State BBQ Festival. Houston 
County Farm Center. This annual festival 
transforms Dothan into a mecca of all things 
smoked low and slow. For more information, 
contact (334) 699-1475; or www.TriStateB-
BQ.com

April 16, Easy Container Gardens. Dothan Area 
Botanical Gardens (DABG), 5130 Headland 
Ave. Seminars by Pamela Crawford, one of 
the most accomplished container garden 
experts in the country and the author of nine 
gardening books, Ms. Crawford will discuss 
flower container gardens at 1 p.m. and veg-
etable container gardens at 3 p.m. Admission 
is $20 for one seminar; $35 for both. Her 
books will be available for purchase and 
signing. For details, call the DABG at (334) 
793-3224, or visit www.dabg.com.

Fairhope
March 4, Maids of Jubilee Parade (MOJ), 

downtown Fairhope. In addition to the MOJ 
three regular floats, they will be partying 
the night away on floats titled Beach Party, 
Happy Birthday, Happy Holidays, Mexican 
Fiesta, Party Like a Rock Star, Mardi Gras, 
and Tailgate Party. There will also be horses, 
bands, and lots of great throws.

 March 7, 6:45 p.m., Order of Mystic Magnolias 
wrap up Fairhope’s Mardi Gras. Theme this 
year is ‘Let’s Groove Tonight,’ and it will 
feature floats from different genres of music 
that celebrate the fun and excitement that 
all music brings to our lives. Floats include 
Honky Tonk Angels, Dancing Queens, Mate-
rial Girls, All that Jazz, We Will Rock You, 
Rollover Beethoven, and Copy My Swagger. 
The evening parades roll from the Civic 
Center parking lot and follow a figure-eight 
route through downtown and back again to 
the Civic Center.

March 12, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., March Fantasy 
Doll and Troy Show and Sale. Fairhope 
Civic Center Auditorium. Sponsored by the 
Eastern Shore Doll Study Club of Alabama. 
Admission: adults, $2; children (ages 6-12), 
$1. For more information, contact Ruth Ann 
Brett, (251) 980-5958

March 18-20, 59th Annual Arts & Crafts Festi-
val and Outdoor Art Show. Hosted by the 
Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce and 
the Eastern Shore Art Center. More than 
400 exhibitors from around the country will 
visit Fairhope. For information, call (251) 
928-6387.

March 19, 33rd Running of the Spring Fever 
Chase 10K and 2 Mile Fun Run/Walk. 
Held during Arts & Crafts Weekend. The 
event is sponsored by Thomas Hospital and 
Wells Fargo. The event includes a 10K race 
that attracts runners from around the South-
east and 2-mile Fun Run race. Registration 
deadline is March 4. Online registration is 
available at www.thomashospital.org. For 
more information about Spring Fever Chase, 
call 435-BEST (2378).

March 31-April 3, First Annual Alabama State 
Trails Conference, Fairhope Civic Center. 
Registration for the 2011 Alabama State 
Trails Conference is now open for attendees, 
exhibitors and sponsors. The conference 
is sponsored by the Cheaha Trail Riders, 
Inc., Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs and the National Park 
Service. This conference is open to the public 
and is recommended for all trail enthusiasts 
throughout the U.S. For more information, 
visit www.CheahaTrailRiders.com, www.
Trails.Alabama.Gov, or call (334) 242-5483.

April 23, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 22nd Annual Earth Day 
Mobile Bay. Fairhope Pier Park. Admission 
is free. The day is part of the international 
Earth Day network that promotes environ-
mental citizenship and steers environmental 
awareness around the world. For informa-
tion, call 251-990-0192.

April 29, 6:30 p.m., 3rd Annual Hoot Scoot 5K 
Race. Downtown Fairhope. For information, 
call (251) 929-1466.

Opelika

March 12, 8 a.m., Miracle March. Along South 
Railroad Avenue in downtown Opelika. 
Miracle March is a one-mile walk through 
downtown Opelika to benefit Children’s 
Miracle Network. Hosted by OHS Key Club 
$10 registration includes entertainment, t-
shirt, and breakfast snacks. 
To register, email scampbell@alabamakey-
club.org, or visit opelikamainstreet.org for 
more information.

March 17, 2 p.m.-2 a.m., St. Patrick’s Day Cel-
ebration. Along South Railroad Avenue in 
Downtown Opelika. For more information 
visit opelikamainstreet.org.

April 9, 7 a.m.-2 p.m., Outdoor Expo, Fun Run 
and Auction. Sponsored by Trinity Christian 
School, The Alabama Wildlife Federation 
and Opelika Main Street. Along South Rail-
road Avenue in downtown Opelika. Begin 
the day with a Family Fun Run, followed by 
entertainment, classes and demos targeted 
toward outdoor activities such as organic 
pest control, camping, butterfly garden-
ing, container gardening, archery tips and 
so much more. For more information, visit 
opelikamainstreet.org, or email Nia Denham 
at Nia.Denham@BBVACompass.com.

May 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Touch A Touch. Down-
town Opelika, Get up close to a fire engine, 
mobile command unit, ambulance, school 
bus, construction and military equipment, a 
UPS truck and so many 
more. Children are encouraged to touch, 
climb and explore. Bring your camera. In 
lieu of admission, each child is asked to 
bring a new toy 
to be donated to the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office Toys-for-Tots Program. 
For information, visit opelikamainstreet.org. 
Rain date is Saturday, May 21.

Piedmont

April 10, 19th Annual Cheaha Challenge Cen-
tury Ride. The bike ride is known as “The 
Toughest Ride in the South.” This ride allows 
the rider the option to ride 26, 44, 66, 88, 
or the full 102 miles. The Cheaha Challenge 
starts at the Clyde H. Pike Civic Center 
in Piedmont, travels to the top of Cheaha 
Mountain and then returns back to the civic 
center. For more information or to register 
for the race, log onto www.neabc.org or 
www.cheahachallenge.com. 

Sylacauga

March 2, B.B. Comer Memorial Library lecture 
series continues with Buddy Simpkins & 
Friends presenting, W.C. Handy: The Man 
Who Made the Blues.

March 5 and 6, Miss Alabama’s Outstand-
ing Teen Pageant, Sylacauga High School 
Auditorium.

March 26, Little Mr. and Miss Talladega County 
Pageant, B.B. Comer Memorial High School 
Auditorium. Ages 0 through 3 will compete 
at 11 a.m., ages 4 through 12 will compete 
at 6 p.m.

B. B. Comer Museum will feature the museum’s 
permanent art collection.

B. B. Comer Museum will host the Whetstone 
family exhibition, which will include sculp-
ture and paintings. The museum will also 
host the City Schools Art Exhibit. There will 
be a reception on Thursday, April 14 from 
6:30 until 8 p.m.

April 6-16, Sylacauga’s Magic of Marble Festival.
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The Opelika Parks and Recreation staff attended the 
annual Alabama Recreation and Parks Association 
Conference in January. At that conference, they were 

honored with two major awards, the 2010 Innovative Program 
of the Year and the 2010 Facility of the Year.

2010 Innovative Program of the Year 
The Innovative Program of the Year award was received 

for the Expressions of a BraveHeart Program, which is a 
partnership between Auburn University College of Liberal 
Arts and Opelika Parks and Recreation. It was created and is 
managed by Angie Burque, Department of Sociology, Anthro-
pology and Social Work. 

A fine arts program, BraveHeart offers art, music and 
dance classes to youth, 11-21 years of age, with moderate to 
severe disabilities. Two 30-minute sessions of art, dance/cre-
ative movement and music are offered and participants select 
two of the three classes. What is unique is each participant is 
guaranteed a primary coach who serves as a buddy to pro-
vide whatever degree of assistance is needed and they remain 
together throughout the fall or spring session. In addition, art 
and music teachers are professionals in the community who 
volunteer their fine arts expertise. 

BraveHeart meets every second and fourth Monday of 
each month with a winter/spring and fall session. During this 
time, participants learn dance, drumming, and create different 
types of art using a variety of mediums. On the last meet-
ing of each session, a performance and art exhibition is held 
to showcase the talents of each participant. An art gallery is 
created where individual pieces are displayed and a dance and 
drumming performance is held. 

2010 Facility of the Year 
The Facility of the Year Award was presented to the Ope-
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The Alabama Recreation and Parks Association  
honors Opelika with two awards

By Jan Gunter

lika Sportsplex & Aquatics Center for cities with populations 
of 15,001 or more.

This $32 million, 75,000-square-foot complex is the larg-
est project ever undertaken by the City of Opelika in its 155-
year history. It represents the first-ever public-private partner-
ship with businesses, corporations and private individuals. 

The idea began with a survey that was conducted in the 
early 2000s. The survey concluded that the citizens of Opelika 
wanted a family-oriented facility which would offer a wide va-
riety of activities where everyone could have fun together. The 
city’s governing body set out to make the dream a reality, and 
soon, resolutions were passed by the Opelika City Council 
authorizing the city to move forward with the plans. 

On Feb. 21, 2008, after years of preparation and fundrais-
ing, groundbreaking ceremonies were held. On Aug. 31, 2009, 
on schedule and on budget, Opelika’s new state-of-the-art 
Sportsplex & Aquatics Center opened its doors to the public.

The administrative staff of the Opelika Parks and Recreation Department.


