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From the Editor

We live in the most severe 
weather-prone country on 
Earth. Each year, Americans 

cope with an average of 10,000 thun-
derstorms, 5,000 floods, 1,000 torna-
does, and an average of 2 landfalling 
deadly hurricanes. And this on top of 
winter storms, intense summer heat, 
high winds, wild fires and other deadly 
weather impacts. 

In Alabama, we can experience a variety of weather 
catastrophes: ice storms, tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, 
hurricanes, tropical storms, floods, etc. And, severe 
weather can affect power delivery across the entire state.

All of these factors can result in extended power 
outages. When outages do occur, your municipal electric 
system responds immediately and works as quickly as 
possible to restore your service.

Where will your family be when disaster strikes? 
They could be anywhere — at work, at school, or in the 
car. How will you find each other? Will you know if your 
children are safe? Disaster may force you to evacuate 
your neighborhood or confine you to your home. 

Preparedness planning is an individual’s responsibil-
ity. Betting that the storm will not strike you may be the 
most costly mistake you ever make. To protect yourself 
and your family, you should have a safety plan in action 
now, before danger hits. 

The National Weather Service advises that a severe 
preparedness plan should include:
• A thorough knowledge of the hazard and the proper 

safety rules to be followed; 
• Selection and designation of the best shelter you have; 
• A reliable method of receiving warning information;
• Instructions in the proper procedures to follow when a 

watch or warning is issued - or if threatening weather 
should develop with no advance warning - for each 
person in the household, factory, or business;

• Drills to test and practice the plan.
For families, everyone should be involved in devel-

oping the weather plan. Also, a safety plan should be 
developed for each type of bad weather that affects your 
area. Simply discussing what to do is not enough. To be 
fully prepared and ready to act, the plan you develop at 
home or at work should be rehearsed. Don’t make a plan 
and then lock it away for safekeeping. Practice it - often. 

You can help your family “weather” the storm by 
preparing them and your home before and after a severe 
weather event occurs. 

We encourage you to refer to the Storm Watch tip 
sheet on pages 8 and 9 to help you be better prepared 
when Mother Nature throws something unexpected at you. 

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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Mark your calendar for the 13th Annual LaFayette Day for Valley Haven 
School, Saturday, April 10. The streets of downtown LaFayette will be lined 
with hundreds of people to enjoy arts and crafts, an antique and classic car 
show, children’s games and rides, live family entertainment, a great variety of 
food, and a motorcycle ride, just to name a few.

LaFayette Day, set for 8 a.m. until 3 p.m., will include the event’s largest 
Kid Zone with sports games, slides, train rides, and much, much more.

The event serves as a major fundraising portion of Valley Haven’s Hike/
Bike/Run (H/B/R) campaign, and allows the citizens of LaFayette and sur-
rounding areas the chance to give back to the school and enjoy a day of fun 
and fellowship in the downtown square. 

For more information about LaFayette Day, see page 11.
(Photos courtesy of Chris Busby, The LaFayette Sun)
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  5   	Cash	in	on	the	Alabama	Energy	Efficient	Appliance	Rebate	
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In My Opinion

Over the last year, AMEA has 
promoted weatherization 
initiatives for your home as 

the quickest way to positively impact 
your electric costs. As we saw with 
the cold weather of January, it’s 
easy to recognize the importance of 
energy efficiency and weatherization 
in helping you maximize your energy 
dollars.

AMEA has supported 
our Member cities through 
initiatives such as En-
ergy Depot® for Homes, a 
one-stop shop of online 
resources and tools, such 
as an online energy audit. 
Energy Depot allows you 
to analyze your energy bill and how energy is used in 
your home. Energy Depot uses your actual bill and breaks 
out how energy is used within your home. The profile 
also gives you specific suggestions on how you can im-
prove energy efficiency and use. 

In these online energy audits, weatherization efforts 
are suggested as a way to improve the energy efficiency 
of your home and reduce your energy costs.

The weatherization assistance programs throughout 
the nation, such as the Alabama Weatherization As-
sistance Program, have seen increased dollars for home 
weatherization efforts through the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the stimulus bill). The 
emphasis of the program – to make 2.5 million low-to-
moderate income homes across the nation more energy 
efficient.

In the program, the amount that can be spent on 
each home increased from $2,500 to $6,500, to allow more 
comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be imple-
mented. The program, which delivers free weatherization 
services to low-income households, is available for fami-
lies making up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level 
or about $44,000 a year for a family of four. 

The federally-funded program uses skilled techni-
cians to conduct energy audits to determine which 
energy-efficiency measures are most appropriate and 
cost effective for each home. Typically, measures include 
installing attic and wall insulation, reducing air infiltra-
tion, performing tune-ups and repairs to heating and 
cooling systems, repairing ductwork, replacing appli-
ances to improve efficiency and safety, and replacing the 
incandescent lighting with compact fluorescent bulbs.

By promoting energy efficiency and weatherization 
programs to insulate homes and save money, families can 
cut their energy bills.

We have also provided you with information on 
how you can take advantage of federal tax credits for 
energy-efficiency improvements. The new stimulus bill 
has made significant changes to the energy efficiency tax 
credits. 

The new law increases the credit rate to 30 percent 
of the cost of all qualifying improvements and raises the 
maximum credit limit to $1,500 for improvements placed 
in service in 2009 and 2010. That means a household that 
makes $5,000 worth of energy-efficiency improvements 
by the end of 2010 can get the maximum tax credit of 
$1,500, or 30 percent of the cost. 

Qualifying products purchased between January 1, 
2009 and December 31, 2010 are eligible for a tax credit. 

So, what energy-efficient products are eligible for the 
tax credit? 

A variety of products are eligible, however, you need 
to be careful that your specific product is eligible. Some 
of the products include:
• Energy efficient doors and windows. Installation costs 

are not eligible for the credit. Other restrictions apply. 
• Water heaters. Credit includes installation costs; some 

restrictions for energy efficiency apply. 
• Insulation, whether spray foam, fiberglass, or blow-in 

cellulose, they’re all covered so long as they meet IECC 
requirements. Installation cost is not covered. 

• HVAC components, including advanced air handlers, 
air force heat pumps, central A/C units, boilers, pro-
pane, and gas furnaces. Tax credits include installa-
tion costs. 

• Metal and asphalt roofs. Credit doesn’t include instal-
lation costs. 

Some of the tax credits will take into account instal-
lation costs, while other credits do not. 

More information about the tax credits is avail-
able from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
ENERGY STAR® Program, www.energystar.gov. You 
can also go to the IRS web site, www.irs.gov, to review 
guidelines for eligible purchases.

Intensifying our efforts in energy efficiency and 
weatherization gives you, the consumer, the tools you 
can use to offset potential increases in your electric bill.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
  AMEA President & CEO
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Heat pump water heater 
concept is not new

By	Doug	Rye

Happy springtime. I just love those 
daffodils and dogwood blooms. 
Remember that the crappie bite 

when the dogwood blooms. Wow, look what 
you learned from Doug Rye today at absolutely no charge.

Most of you may not know that I conduct about 100 energy 
efficiency seminars each year. I also host a weekly radio program 
where I take calls from folks in 19 states to help them have a 
more energy-efficient home. We have just started our 20th year 
with the Home Remedies Show and just celebrated our 1,000th 
show. Many know me as the “King of Caulk and Talk.” I must 
admit that I enjoy every minute that I have the opportunity to 
help others.

During these many years, I have seen a lot of so-called energy-
saving miracle products come and go. I’ve see the little black boxes, 
the many different individual room heaters, and on and on. It is 
strange that they all claim to save up to 50 percent on your heat-
ing or cooling costs. Well, I have told folks for years that if those 
claims are true, just install two items and save 100 percent.

There are many variations to this story and everybody has 
something to sell. However, the good news is that once in a great 
while something comes along that really does work and is good for 
the consumers. One such product is the heat pump water heater.

The concept of a heat pump water heater is not new. I first 
heard of such a product 25 years ago. The concept was sound, but 
did not survive for several reasons.

As you read this article, the heat pump 
water heater is making its place in the mar-
ketplace. It is also being called a hybrid water 
heater. Let me give you a simple explanation 
of the new product. A very small heat pump is 
constructed as an integral part of an electric 
water heater. When the tank calls for heat, the 
heat pump moves heat from the surrounding air 
and puts it in the water heater at about 230 per-
cent efficiency. Compare that to a conventional 
gas water heater at 60 percent or a conventional 
electric water heater at 93 percent efficiency. 
That could be a savings of about $300 per year 
for the average family. Most heat pump water heaters will qualify 
for the 30 percent federal tax credit. You can see from that sav-
ings that it should be a short payback.

Since water heaters use significant amounts of energy, second 
only to heating and cooling, I predict that heat pump water heat-
ers will be welcomed to the marketplace.

Call me (phone number listed below) if you would like to learn 
more about this product. See you in May!

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance writer for 
Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency information and tips 
to help customers maximize their energy dollars. Have a question for 
Doug? Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

Cash in on the  
Alabama Energy Efficient  
Appliance rebate Program 
this spring

Alabamians could 
receive more than 
energy savings by 

replacing an old appliance 
with a new energy-efficient 
model this spring. For three 
weeks starting April 19, 
buyers of certain ENERGY 
STAR®-qualified appliances can apply for cash 
back from the Alabama Energy Efficient Appli-
ance Rebate Program.

The Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs (ADECA) has scheduled the 
rebate program for April 19-May 9. Only ENERGY 
STAR-rated appliances purchased during the 
rebate period will be eligible.

Plans call for rebates of $25 for room air 
conditioners; $50 for freezers; $75 for dish-
washers; $100 for clothes washers; and $150 for 
refrigerators. A total of about $4.1 million will 
be available for the rebates, which are funded 
as part of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009.

ADECA Director Doni Ingram said the 
program will help Alabamians save money, give 
a boost to local retailers, cut energy consump-
tion and conserve millions of gallons of water. 

“I encourage residents to take advantage 
of this opportunity when it begins in April,” 
Ingram said.

ADECA has submitted a final plan to 
the U.S. Department of Energy detailing the 
guidelines and process for implementing the 
program in Alabama. 

As the rebate program draws near, the 
state will establish a web site and distribute 
mail-in rebate forms for retailers to make avail-
able to customers who purchase qualified  
ENERGY STAR appliances. Consumers will be 
able to reserve their rebates online after pur-
chase but rebates will not be processed until 
purchase validation is received by mail. If ap-
plications exceed the available funds, rebates 
could be terminated earlier than May 9.

The program is open to Alabamians age 18 
and older and will be limited to one rebate per 
appliance type and no more than two rebates 
per household.

For more information, visit the ADECA 
website at http://www.adeca.alabama.gov/C19/
EEARP/default.aspx.
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Riviera UtilitiesFairhope’s newly-opened Windmill Market has gone 
off the grid – or at least, it’s on its way there.

“This is the first customer we have to engage 
in generating their own electricity with the idea of 
selling some back to the utility,” said Fairhope Electric 
Superintendent Scott Sligh.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority, the 
wholesale power provider for Fairhope and 10 other Mem-
ber cities in the state, is currently working on renewable 
generation standards and procedures.

Gina Walcott, proprietor of the market, along with 
her husband, Mac, says that under ideal conditions, the 
market’s 45-foot tall windmill and solar panels generate 
more energy than the market requires.

“In the future, we will be installing batteries so that 
we can store the energy to use when the wind is not 
blowing or the sun not shining. But the market is also 
about conserving energy, not just generating it,” she 
said.

The seasonal, open-air market has an extended 
roofline and awnings and is growing a ‘green’ wall to 
help reduce cooling costs; a geothermal air condition-
ing system uses the naturally cooler temperature of the 
Earth to cool enclosed spaces; rain water is collected to 
water a community garden and to flush low-flow toilets 
in the restrooms; and much of the market itself was built 
using re-purposed and recycled materials. 

The Walcotts are also architects, and Mac Walcott says 
the market is a good testing ground for their projects.

“We are trying out a lot things here that we 
think our clients and others will be interested in. 
We want the market to be an educational destina-

tion for students, homeowners, or anyone who wants 
to learn more about going green,” he said.

Sligh said the 
market is a look 
at the future. “In 
the next five to 
10 years, we are 
going to see a lot 
more interest in 
alternative ways to 
generate electricity, 
and Fairhope is in 
on the ground floor 
with the Windmill 
Market.”

Windmill Market… an educational destination
By	Sherry	Sullivan

“ We want the 
market to be 
an educational 
destination 
for students, 
homeowners, 
or anyone who 
wants to learn 
more about 
going green.”

Windmill Market 



ALABAMA CURRENTS MARCH/APRIL 2010   7

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

cember 2009. Pro-Fire Equipment, which received the 
bid, built the truck to the specif ications that were 
requested by Chief Allen.  

The ladder truck was delivered on Dec. 8. The 
elevated water stream and extended reach capabili-
ties provided by this new truck will allow the Lanett 
Fire/EMS Department to continue to improve and 
provide better and safer f ire and rescue operations.  

Lanett’s Fire/EMS Department also issued bids 
for a new advanced life support ambulance in 2009 
and Peach State Ambulance Company was the low 
bidder. The unit was delivered and put into service 
on Nov. 20. The new ambulance was purchased with 
capital funds at a cost of $111,714.  

The new ambulance gives the City of Lanett EMS 
a third advanced life support unit. 

“The new ambulance is yet another 
sign of the City of Lanett EMS’ 
commitment to a high standard 
of patient care for those we 
serve as well as our local health 
care community,” said Mayor 
Crawley.

“The new equipment is 
certainly a big expense, but the 
City of Lanett Fire/EMS Depart-
ment wants to provide the very 
best care for all our citizens,” 
added Crawley. 

Please feel free to drop by 
the Fire/EMS Department to 
check out the new units.

City purchases new ladder fire truck and  
advanced life support ambulance

By	Jennie	J.	Gunnells

W ith a further commitment of pro-
viding the best possible f ire and 
medical service, the City of Lanett 

Fire/EMS Department recently added two ad-
ditional units to its f leet.

A new Pierce 75-foot ladder truck was pur-
chased with funds provided through the FEMA 
Assistance to Firefighter Grant Program. The 
program provided $475,000. The total cost of 
the truck was $541,870.   

The primary goal of the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grants (AFG) is to meet the fire-
f ighting and emergency response needs of f ire 
departments and non-affiliated emergency medical 
service organizations. Since 2001, AFG has helped 
firefighters and other f irst responders to obtain 
critically needed equipment, protective gear, emer-
gency vehicles, training, and other 
resources needed to protect the public and emer-
gency personnel from fire and related hazards.

“This answered a great need for the City of La-
nett,” said Mayor Oscar Crawley. “We’re proud to add 
the new ladder truck to our f ire department f leet.”

Chief Johnny Allen and Captain Samuel Throw-
er went to Appleton, Wisconsin. to make a f inal 
inspection of the ladder 
truck in early De-



If you must
evacuate,

leave as quickly as pos-

sible. Unplug your

appliances, but leave on

your refrigerator. Turn

off the main water

valve. If time allows,

move furniture to a

higher place. Take

sleeping bags, blan-

kets, warm protective

clothing, emergency

supplies, eating utensils

and identification show-

ing proof of residency.

Tell somebody where

you are going.
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Store valuables in a waterproof con-
tainer at the highest point in your home. 

Make two photocopies of vital documents
and keep the originals in a safe deposit
box. Keep one copy in a safe place in the
house, and give the second copy to some-
one out-of-town.  Vital documents include
birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, credit card numbers, financial
records, wills and trusts.

Install smoke alarms on each level of your
home, especially near bedrooms. Use the
test button to test them once a month.
Replace batteries at least once a year.

If a family member relies on life sup-
port equipment, make sure your
 utility knows ahead of time.

Fill bathtubs, sinks, and jugs with clean
water in case water becomes contami-
nated.

Pick a "safe" room in the house, usual-
ly a first-floor interior hallway, room or
closet without windows.

Plan home escape routes. 

Check and protect objects that could
cause harm during a bad storm: book-
shelf, hanging pictures, gas appliances,
chemicals. 

Write and videotape an inventory of your
home,garage, and surrounding property.
Include information such as serial
numbers, make and model numbers,
physical descriptions, and price of pur-
chases (receipts, if possible). Store a copy
somewhere away from home, such as in
a safe deposit box.

Keep a portable, battery-operated radio
or television and extra batteries.

Post emergency telephone numbers.

Show adult family members where your
fire extinguishers are and how they work.

Make a plan for family members to reunite
if separated (if children are at school and
adults are at work). Designate an out-of-
state relative or friend as a contact per-
son and make sure everybody in the fam-
ily knows how to reach the person. 

Teach all responsible family members how
and when to turn off the water, gas, and
electricity at the main switches or valves.
Keep a wrench near gas and water shut-
off valves. Turn off utilities only if you sus-
pect a leak or damaged lines, or if you are
instructed to do so by authorities.

I n s i d e

12

10

O u t s i d e
Trim dead or weak branches from sur-
rounding trees. Do not leave them for
curbside pickup during a storm watch.

Moor boat securely, store it upside down
against a wall or move it to a safer place.
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat trailer
with strong rope.

Protect your windows with custom-fit
shutters or 5/8-inch plywood. Check with
your local building inspector.

Keep roof drains clear.

If you live in a flood-prone area, elevate
or move structures to higher ground.

Bring indoors objects that may be blown
or swept away, such as lawn furniture,
trash cans, children’s toys, garden
equipment, clotheslines and hanging
plants.

Lower water level in pool 6 inches. Add
extra chlorine. Turn off electricity to pool
equipment and wrap up any exposed 
filter pumps with a waterproof covering.

Plan how to take care of your pets. If
you must evacuate, it is best to take your
pets with you, but most shelters will not
allow them. Large animals in barns
should have plenty of food and water.

If a storm is pending, fuel your vehicle.

Keep a smaller Disaster Supply Kit 
in the trunk of each car. 

Keep sliding glass doors wedged shut in
high wind.

If you use a portable generator, make
sure you know what loads it can han-
dle, including start-up wattage. If you
connect the generator to a household
circuit, you must have a double-pole,
double-throw transfer switch installed
between the generator and outside
power, or the “backfeed” could seriously
harm or kill utility line workers.

Remove outdoor antennas, after unplug-
ging televisions.
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STORM WATCHSTORM WATCH
How to prepare your family and property for severe weatherHow to prepare your family and property for severe weather
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RESOURCE INFORMATION
Federal Emergency American Red Cross
Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office
500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20472 Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520
www.fema.gov www.redcross.org
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A DISASTER SUPPLY KIT (recommended by the American Red Cross)
Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink your kit and family needs at least once a year.

(Replace batteries, update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing prescription medications.

Emergency food & drinking water 
At least one change of clothes 
Baby food, diapers & formula 
Batteries 
Bleach (without lemon or additives) 
Books, magazines, cards & games 
Butane lighters 
Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 
Car keys.
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Clock (non-electric) 
Cooler (with ice)
Duct & masking tape 
Extension cords 
Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 
Flashlight 
Grill or camp stove
Heavy plastic (for roof if damaged)
Lantern with extra fuel 
Manual can opener 
Matches 
Medicines

Glasses or contact lens supplies 
Mosquito repellent 
Personal identification
Pet food 
Phone numbers of places you could go
Plastic trash bags 
Radio (battery-operated) or TV
Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 
Soap & shampoo 
Sturdy shoes 
Toilet paper & towelettes 
Tool kit including hammer,crowbar,
nails, saw, gloves, etc.
Water purification tablets

2
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and when to turn off the water, gas, and
electricity at the main switches or valves.
Keep a wrench near gas and water shut-
off valves. Turn off utilities only if you sus-
pect a leak or damaged lines, or if you are
instructed to do so by authorities.

I n s i d e

12

10

O u t s i d e
Trim dead or weak branches from sur-
rounding trees. Do not leave them for
curbside pickup during a storm watch.

Moor boat securely, store it upside down
against a wall or move it to a safer place.
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat trailer
with strong rope.

Protect your windows with custom-fit
shutters or 5/8-inch plywood. Check with
your local building inspector.

Keep roof drains clear.

If you live in a flood-prone area, elevate
or move structures to higher ground.

Bring indoors objects that may be blown
or swept away, such as lawn furniture,
trash cans, children’s toys, garden
equipment, clotheslines and hanging
plants.

Lower water level in pool 6 inches. Add
extra chlorine. Turn off electricity to pool
equipment and wrap up any exposed 
filter pumps with a waterproof covering.

Plan how to take care of your pets. If
you must evacuate, it is best to take your
pets with you, but most shelters will not
allow them. Large animals in barns
should have plenty of food and water.

If a storm is pending, fuel your vehicle.

Keep a smaller Disaster Supply Kit 
in the trunk of each car. 

Keep sliding glass doors wedged shut in
high wind.

If you use a portable generator, make
sure you know what loads it can han-
dle, including start-up wattage. If you
connect the generator to a household
circuit, you must have a double-pole,
double-throw transfer switch installed
between the generator and outside
power, or the “backfeed” could seriously
harm or kill utility line workers.

Remove outdoor antennas, after unplug-
ging televisions.

6

11

STORM WATCHSTORM WATCH
How to prepare your family and property for severe weatherHow to prepare your family and property for severe weather
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RESOURCE INFORMATION
Federal Emergency American Red Cross
Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office
500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20472 Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520
www.fema.gov www.redcross.org
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A DISASTER SUPPLY KIT (recommended by the American Red Cross)
Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink your kit and family needs at least once a year.

(Replace batteries, update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing prescription medications.

Emergency food & drinking water 
At least one change of clothes 
Baby food, diapers & formula 
Batteries 
Bleach (without lemon or additives) 
Books, magazines, cards & games 
Butane lighters 
Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 
Car keys.
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Clock (non-electric) 
Cooler (with ice)
Duct & masking tape 
Extension cords 
Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 
Flashlight 
Grill or camp stove
Heavy plastic (for roof if damaged)
Lantern with extra fuel 
Manual can opener 
Matches 
Medicines

Glasses or contact lens supplies 
Mosquito repellent 
Personal identification
Pet food 
Phone numbers of places you could go
Plastic trash bags 
Radio (battery-operated) or TV
Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 
Soap & shampoo 
Sturdy shoes 
Toilet paper & towelettes 
Tool kit including hammer,crowbar,
nails, saw, gloves, etc.
Water purification tablets

2
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Rumor has it that Sylacauga 
is built on top of an under-
ground river. This story has 

been passed on from one generation 
to another. Perhaps that is the case. 
Even so, Sylacauga has had a string of 
water shortages during the past 80 or 
90 years.

Reaching just a few years back to 
the drought of 2000 thru 2001, memo-
ries of the extremely low level at Lake 
Howard, is still fresh in our minds.

The drought was the culmina-
tion of several dry seasons. Every 
water purveyor in the region was 
scrambling to find additional sources 
or ways to move water to areas in 
need. The news media throughout 
the state opened their reports with 
news regarding the drought of 2000. 
Sylacauga was no exception. Lake 
Howard was dropping inches every 
day, not only from use by the citizens 
but also due to evaporation. 

The lake level continued to drop 
even after it was replenished some-
what by the standby reservoir located 
upstream. This supplemental sup-
ply known to most as Lake Virginia 
located in the Talladega National 
Forest and was a joint project con-
structed by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS),  funded 
in part by the Utilities Board. As 
constructed, a valve could be opened, 
and the water in Lake Virginia would 
gradually be drawn down 15 feet from 
full pool and emptied into a stream 
that flows to Lake Howard, where 
the 6 million gallon per day (6 MGD)  
Water Treatment Plant is located. This 
additional supply has greatly helped 
in past droughts. 

The drought persisted into the fall 
of 2001. Plans were put in place to uti-
lize the water in the Hightower Quarry, 
an abandoned marble quarry filled with 
good quality water, located just off the 
Fayetteville Road near Gants Quarry 
and owned by Imerys Corporation.  A 2 
million gallon per day portable mem-
brane treatment plant was installed 
inside an existing building near the 
quarry source. This plant supple-
mented the water supply during the 
final months of the drought that year. 
Since the property was unavailable for 
purchase by the Board, the plant was 
dismantled and sold.

In 2007, the Southeast was again 
feeling the effects of an extreme 
water shortage throughout the 
region. Georgia and Alabama were 
feeling the brunt of another histori-
cal drought. The thoughts of ration-
ing water and restricting its use, is 
well fixed in everyone’s mind. The 
Sylacauga Utilities Board and General 
Manager made the decision to explore 
additional resources. Wells were an 
obvious option. However, drilling for 
a production well capable of making 
a sustainable difference in the water 
supply is a gamble from the start. The 
challenge to find a good production 
well was presented to the operations 
staff and put into motion.

Contact was made with a reliable 
well drilling firm located not too far 
from Sylacauga, Morrow Water Tech-
nologies. They recommended that we 

contact a geologist, Jack Kidd and As-
sociates, located in Tuscaloosa to as-
sist us in pinpointing favorable drill-
ing sites within a delineated area. The 
geologist was quick to let everyone 
know that the geologic formation in 
and around our city does not give one 
an extreme amount of confidence in 
finding a high yield well with excel-
lent water quality and especially on 
the first try. He expressed the need to 
move out of the Limestone formation 
that Sylacauga is built on. A map was 
presented with comments that sug-
gested the best possible sites.

Meeting with property owners 
was the first priority. Options on 
the perspective properties had to be 
purchased. This takes time to acquire 
these. Time was what we did not have 
a lot of. Sink holes were a primary 
concern. Creating a sinkhole by drill-
ing a test well, to say the least, would 
be problematic. Everything had to be 
monitored closely to avoid this. It was 
also determined that 300 feet would 
be the threshold depth for stopping 
the drill if water wasn’t discovered. 

After drilling six test wells dur-
ing the summer into the fall and com-
ing up empty handed, test well # 7 
was slated for the property located in 
the Odena area near Sylacauga. Lake 
levels were getting dangerously low, 
and everyone was very anxious about 
the current conditions.

The drilling rig was set up on site 
#7 and had been drilling for several 

Pine Grove Road 
Well permitted as 
a “Public Water 
Supply Source”

By	Darrol	Russell
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hours through solid chert rock. At 250 feet down there 
was still the “sinking feeling” of having drilled another 
dry test well. The drill slipped past the 259 foot mark 
and a continuous stream of muddy water took the place 
of the dust bellowing out moments earlier. Needless to 
say, the sinking feeling turned to excitement. The well 
was pumped from that day forward to make a determi-
nation as to the quality and quantity of the water. Sev-
eral days of blowing air into the well from the drilling 
rig, and forcing 400 gallons per minute of water out, 
showed the potential of the newfound well. The water 
began to clear, and anticipation of having a new water 
source was running very high.

The pump test yielded excellent results. In addi-
tion, all the laboratory water quality sample test results 
came back reflecting superb quality. The capacity of the 
well was determined by the engineers to be 1,500 GPM 
(gallons per minute). The well was fully operational on 
Jan. 12,  2010 and is currently supplying Sylacauga’s 
water system with 2.1 MGD (million gallons of water per 
day) while running at the designed capacity of 1500 
GPM. The static level is currently at 75 feet and the 
pumping level is 79.3 feet. This equates to 375 gallons 
per minute; per foot of drawdown.

The well is automated and can be monitored and 
controlled by certified operators remotely from the 
Water Treatment Plant. Plant personnel will still visit 
the well site each day. The same operational data is 
also monitored at the Utilities Board Operations Center 
with a state of the art SCADA (Supervisory Control and 
Data Acquisition) system. The well components were 
designed by Gresham Smith and Partners, located in 
Birmingham, and built by Farr Construction Inc. of 
Sylacauga.

The Alabama Department of Environmental Man-
agement (ADEM) has thoroughly inspected the facility 
and permitted the Pine Grove Road Well, located at 1770 
Pine Grove Road in Sylacauga, as a Public Water Supply 
Source.

The new well is currently capable of supplying 62 
percent of the demand used by our all of our customers 
during the summer months. (Average demand during 
the summer of 2009 was 3.4 million gallons per day) As 
was expected, this has greatly reduced the operations 
at the Lake Howard Treatment Plant. The exceptional 
water quality will insure that we meet all of the pa-
rameters required by ADEM and EPA.  All water quality 
reports, which are monitored on a continuous basis, 
show excellent water quality from this new source. 

This is a milestone in Sylacauga’s quest for addi-
tional water resources.

Perhaps for the moment they may seem to be. 
However, each of us has a responsibility to respect this 
valuable resource. Water is valuable today, and will 
prove to be increasingly valuable in the future. Never 
take it for granted. 

Please use water wisely. Protect our groundwater 
sources.

LaFayette Day for Valley 
Haven School scheduled 

for April 10
By	Lynn	Oliver

Valley Haven, The Arc Center for Chambers 
County, is an independent, non-profit orga-
nization designed to assist the community in 

meeting the needs of its citizens with special needs.  
Started 50 years ago by volunteers, the school 

is now professionally staffed by excellent, long term 
teachers and other professionals.  Each client is sup-
ported in ways that suit the individual’s strengths and 
learning style. Valley Haven currently offers skilled 
training to 126 clients ranging in age from 3 months 
to 67 years. Valley Haven is known throughout the 
state as a model and a strong advocate for the best 
services for people with special needs.

Hike/Bike/Run is the fund drive for Valley Haven 
School each year. The goal is to raise $100,000 to be 
used for local match for the state and federal grants 
that operate Valley Haven School. This volunteer ef-
fort brings together hundreds of committed individu-
als. Together they raise the necessary funds so that 
Valley Haven can get state and federal grants. It is an 
approach that works.  

The tradition, which began 34 years ago was ex-
tended to LaFayette 13 years ago.  This part of Hike/
Bike/Run is called LaFayette Day for Valley Haven 
School.  On Saturday, April 10, hundreds of people will 
be in LaFayette to participate in the LaFayette Day for 
Valley Haven.  

This year’s LaFayette Day, set for 8 a.m. until 3 
p.m., will include arts and crafts, an antique and clas-
sic car show, children’s games and rides, live family 
entertainment, a great variety of food, a motorcycle 
ride and much more.  

LaFayette Day has been a big economic boost for 
downtown LaFayette, according to Mayor Matthew 
Hurst. “LaFayette Day has grown every year as the 
crowds get larger and larger. The event is also a great 
way for us to showcase what we have in LaFayette. 
Our merchants benefit greatly from LaFayette Day. 
We’re delighted to be a part of an event which benefits 
Valley Haven School.”

For more information on LaFayette Day or any of 
the Valley Haven activities, contact Craig Brown at 
(334) 756-2868, Lynn Oliver at (334) 864-4393, or the 
Valley Haven School, (334) 756-7801 or (334) 756-2868, 
or valleyhaven@charterinternet.com.  
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After almost 70 years, the legacy of the Tuskegee 
Airmen is still alive, thriving and inspiring others 
to greatness. Over the years, countless accolades 

and tributes have paid homage to this African American 
WWII fighter group that flew with distinction despite 
adversities. 

Some of their recognitions include: a 1995 HBO 
television movie; the 2007 award of the Congressional 
Gold Medal; and Red Tails, a George Lucas produced film 
depicting the Tuskegee Airmen, scheduled for release 
this year. In harmony with this, the Airmen were also re-
cently honored at this year’s Tournament of Roses Parade 
in Pasadena, California. Also in attendance were a few 
Tuskegee residents who made the more than 2,000-mile 
trip to add a touch of local pride to the event.

The West Covina Rose Float Foundation paid tribute 
to The Tuskegee Airmen in the parade with an award-
winning float titled, “Tuskegee Airmen: A Cut Above.” 
The float, featuring a large bald eagle, two replica WWII 
“Redtail” fighter planes, and historical images of eight 
of the Airmen, won the trophy for Most Outstanding City 
Entry-National or International.

“It was beyond words and wonderful to know that 
the nation understands how important the Airmen’s 
legacy is,” said Deanna Mitchell, site manager at the 
Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site, who was pres-
ent at the event. Also in attendance were Utilities Board 
of Tuskegee (UBT) employee Linda Marable, her nephew, 
Vester, and other relatives.

The float, completely decorated with thousands of 
pounds of organic materials including seeds, flowers, 

crushed nut shells and orange and grape fruit hulls, per 
parade regulations, had 16 original Tuskegee Airmen ride 
the float along its course.

“It was a true honor to be a part of and see first hand 
how much time and effort went into getting the float 
ready for the parade,” said Vester, who along with, Linda, 
spent 28 hours over four days helping with the intricate 
decoration of the float. Preserving the Airmen’s legacy is 
a cause close to Vester’s heart. He has volunteered with 
the Airmen historic site for about eight years. 

Mitchell, who attended the parade in an unofficial 
capacity, said the Airmen were overjoyed at receiving the 
attention.

“They were like kids at a candy store,” she said. 
Speaking on the significance of the Airmen’s societal con-
tribution Mitchell added, “This is more than just about 
Black History. This is our history, the nation’s history, 
the world’s history. It is important for children to know 
about the Tuskegee Airmen because it lets them know 
that they can do anything they put their minds to and 
that no one can tell them they can’t be great.” 

For those not fortunate enough to attend the parade 
and see the float in person, there is still an opportunity 
to become familiar with the Airmen’s story. The Tuskegee 
Airmen National Historic Site in Tuskegee acquaints visi-
tors with the Airmen’s legacy by means of related exhib-
its, audio-visual programs, historic buildings and guided 
walks. 

Mitchell is working with parade officials to bring 
pieces of the float to Tuskegee to be displayed at the site. 
The site is also currently undergoing renovations at Mo-
tion Field, the Airmen’s original flight training location, 
so that it will closely resemble its original 1940s appear-
ance.

Mitchell encourages people to come and explore the 
story of the Tuskegee Airmen, pioneers in American avia-
tion history, who truly proved that through determina-
tion, anything is possible.

The site is open daily from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. To 
schedule a tour, call (334) 724-0922.

After 70 years, Airmen 
still “A Cut Above”

By	Diana	Everage

Linda and her nephew, Vester 

UBT employee Linda Marable works on Tuskegee Airmen side panel for float.
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tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY 
 Day time (256) 409-2080 

 After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421  
DO nOt CALL 911
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City of Alexander City 
adopts new  

Grease Control Ordinance 
By	Tracy	Kendrick

In 2009, the City of Alexander City adopted a Grease 
Control Program, which applies to all food service 
facilities. Restaurants, lunchrooms, churches and any 

other locations where food is prepared must apply and 
obtain a Grease Control Permit.  

In order to obtain a permit, the city will inspect the 
grease control device/grease trap.  After the inspection, 
the facilities that are in compliance will then be issued a 
permit. There is a $50 permit fee per location and must be 
renewed every year. All those not in compliance will be 
given an opportunity to make the necessary changes. A 
re-inspection fee will apply if the facility is found non-
complaint.  

In the past, the city has had wastewater back-up is-
sues from grease being deposited into the sewer system. 
The sewer lines are blocked causing overflows in manholes 
or plumbing fixtures. According to the Clean Water Act, 
this is a violation. These violations can lead to fines and 
legal actions from the agencies that monitor the Clean 
Water Act.  The city has found that grease is a large part 
of the overflows during dry weather. Officials have taken 
several actions to stop these problems.  

Fryer grease being disposed into the sewer system is 
not allowed. Therefore, food service facilities are required 
to install a grease interceptor or a grease trap. 

A grease interceptor is usually located under a sink.  
A grease trap is usually underground and outside. The 
requirements for both of the grease control devices can be 
found in the city ordinance. The requirements include the 
size and installation standards. Maintenance requirements 
are also included in the ordinance. These guidelines are 
set to insure that the facilities are properly maintaining 
the devices and are not violating the new ordinance.

A copy of the new Grease Control Ordinance can be 
found online at alexandercityonline.com on the Building 
Official’s General Information page. You can also contact 
the City Building Department, (256) 329-6712 or  
(256) 329-6714.

Opelika Reads raises 
awareness of the importance 

of early literacy
By	Jan	Gunter

The City of Opelika is 
excited about Opelika 
Reads-2010 and Beyond, 

which is a bold new effort to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
early literacy. Superintendent, Dr. 
Mark Neighbors, has envisioned 
Opelika City Schools partnering with the entire commu-
nity in an effort to improve the academic achievement 
of our students. It all begins with reading and it must 
begin at an early age. In fact, the earlier, the better.

Dr. Neighbors has charged Steven Carson with the 
responsibility of making this vision a reality. Carson 
has worked to identify and get the support of stake-
holders and agency representatives to establish the 
Community Action Support Team (C.A.S.T).

The mission of C.A.S.T. is to provide a vehicle 
through which our schools, parents, students, and the 
community can partner and share responsibility for 
the development of active life long learners. Through a 
mutual sharing of ideas and resources, this partnership 
can strengthen our schools’ programs, improve student 
achievement, advance our neighborhoods and enhance 
Opelika’s economic growth.

Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller has pledged his full sup-
port, both personally and as your Mayor, to this effort.  
Every member of the Opelika City Council has pledged 
their complete support as well. Ward II Councilman 
Larry Gray is a member of the Parental Involvement 
Subcommittee. 

Opelika Reads deserves your consideration of sup-
port and will certainly benefit, greatly, if you’re in-
volved. Volunteers are needed to read and to help make 
reading a priority. We need book donations for children 
grades K – 12 (and younger). Monetary donations and 
gift certificates for book purchases will be appreciated.

For more information, go towww.opelikaschools.
org/read. If you’re willing to volunteer, contribute or 
have questions, you can e-mail Steven Carson at steven.
carson@opelikaschools.org, or Frazelma Lynn at fra-
zelma.lynn@opelikaschools.org. 

We hope you’ll get involved. It will make a differ-
ence in a child’s life and it will make a difference in 
your life.
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When Riviera Utilities 
General Manager Mike 
Dugger says it’s tough to 

pick from the outstanding employ-
ees at Riviera Utilities and single 
one person out for the Employee of 
the Year Award, he is right.  

There were some really good 
Employees of the Month in 2009 
within the organization. However, 
it seems that one usually stands 
out just a little more and accom-
plishes a lot during the year to 
take this award home, said Dugger.

“Gary Carnley had a very 
successful year and the Western 
Division Engineer directed a lot 
of major efforts by the crews on 
the Eastern Shore,” Dugger said. 
“He always managed to remain 
cool when handling and directing 
the timely shutdown of power to 
the Eastern Shore Mall area, while 
crews worked overnight to switch 
over the new transmission lines 
from the widening of Highway 181.  
Anytime you shut down power, 
there is always a lot of preparation 
in advance of such an effort.”

“Gary kept me informed way 
in advance of the major power 
line change over so that we could 
inform the television, radio and 
newspaper personnel about our ef-
forts so they could pass it along to 
our customers,” said David Horton, 
Riviera’s Superintendent of Public 
Affairs. “Gary had it all together 
and laid out so that the transfer 
would be smooth and without 
delay. He also filled some mighty 
big shoes taking over for Gary Bis-
sette, our Western Division Engi-

neer, when he retired after many 
years of service.”

In accepting the award, Carnley 
said, “This is because of the efforts 
of many and not my own. I want 
to thank everyone who made this 
possible.”  

Earlier in the year when he 
was awarded the Employee of the 
Month plaque, Carnley said, “This 
award really caught me off guard 
and I was surprised. This is such 
an honor and I owe it to a lot of 
other people. We are really a great 
team here at Riviera and I’m not 
just talking about engineering. The 
guys in the field are a solid group. 
I’m blessed to work with such great 
people. Our job has been challeng-
ing and we have made great strides 

Riviera Utilities names Gary Carnley,  
2009 Employee of the Year

By	David	Horton

over the last couple of years. Our 
upgrades have made a lot of differ-
ence in the reliability of service to 
our customers. I appreciate every-
one who works for this company 
and I enjoy coming to work each 
day. Riviera is a great place to work 
and the people here make a differ-
ence.” 

Other employees who were se-
lected Employee of the Month were: 
Eddie Faile, December 2008;  in 
2009, Robert Clark, January; Jessica 
Leachman, February; Pete Claussen, 
March; Deidra Wilson, April; Kevin 
Williams, May; Lee Gilley, June; 
Todd Warren, July; Lisa Bonifay, 
August; Gary Carnley, September; 
Sammy Wells, October and Bobby 
Dunn, Jr., November

Gary Carnley (L) accepts the Riviera Utilities 2009 Employee of the Year Award from Mike Dugger, General 
Manager.
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April 10, ACPr Community wide Indoor Yard Sale. 
Open to everyone. Tables for rent are $10 each. Pro-
ceeds from table rentals go to Relay for Life. Sales 
proceeds are yours to keep. Call (256) 329-6736 Ext. 27 
and ask for Jennifer. We cannot reserve tables until 
you pay due to the limited amount of tables.

April 22, ACPr 50+: Monthly Luncheon. Lunch is at 11 
a.m. at the Activity Center. Bring $2 and a covered 
dish.

April 23, ACPr 50+: Spring Fishing Day. Fishing in the 
park from dawn to dusk.

April 24, ACPr 50+: Spring in the Park Pageant. 
Pageant at the Sportplex Gym. Call (256) 329-2910 for 
information and details.

Dothan

March 12 and 13, Antique Extravaganza. This annual 
benefit for the American Red Cross will again be held 
at the Westgate Gym. The event, similar to the PBS 
hit, “Antique Roadshow,” allows people to bring in 
family heirlooms and treasures to be appraised. Satur-
day, March 13 is open to the general public. To come 
just to listen to the appraiser and watch the excite-
ment, it is a $5 donation to the Wiregrass Chapter of 
the American Red Cross. If you would like an item 
appraised, it is a $10 contribution to the Red Cross, 
and each appraisal after the first is an additional $5. 
For more information or to purchase tickets, please 
call the Red Cross at (334) 792-9852, or visit www. 
wiregrassARC.org

April 9 and 10, tri-State BBQ Festival. Now in it’s 5th 
year, the 2010 Tri-State BBQ Festival will be held at 
the Houston County Farm Center.  Teams from around 
the South will compete for thousands of dollars in 
cash prizes, as well as bragging rights and points on 
the professional BBQ circuit.  Besides plenty of BBQ, 
there will be live music and children’s activities for all 
to enjoy. Admission is $5 per person with proceeds go-
ing to support the local March of Dimes. Information 
at www.TriStateBBQ.com or (334) 699-1475

May 1, Mural City Art Fest. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Enjoy a free 
day of fun in downtown Dothan. Regional demonstra-
tion artists, a juried art show, lots of entertainment, 
kids crafts and more await your family in numerous 
downtown venues. Look for activities in the Civic 
Center parking lot, at the Opera House, on the grounds 
of the Museum of Art, and along North Foster Street. 
www.MuralCityArtFest.com 

Alexander City

Adelia M russell Library: The Big Read: Alabama Reads 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. The Big 
Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for 
the Arts in partnership with the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services and the Adelia M. Russell Library.  
For information on upcoming programs and events, 
contact the Library at (256) 329-6796, or visit http://
www.alexandercityonline.com/library.htm

March 4, ACPr 50+: Evening Partner rook tourna-
ment. Pick-up participation forms at Senior Activity 
Center or Sportplex office.  Tournament will be open to 
50+ and others within the community and surround-
ing areas. Call (256) 329-2910 for details.

March 6, ACPr Youth Basketball. District playoffs.

March 12, ACPr 50+: 2nd Friday 50+ Dance. $5 entrance 
fee and will be at the Activity Center. Call (256) 329-
2910 for details.

March 13, ACPr Youth Basketball. State playoffs.

March 15-19, ACPr Spring Day Camp. Registeration is 
required ahead of time.

March 17, ACPr 50+: Annual St. Patrick’s Day Bingo 
Party. Party is from 5 until 8 p.m. at the Activity 
Center. Bring $5 wrapped gift to participate. RSVP at 
(256) 329-2910.

March 25, ACPr 50+: Monthly Luncheon. Lunch is at 
11a.m. at the Activity Center. Bring $2 and a covered 
dish.

March 27, ACPr Community Wide Easter Egg hunt. 
9-11 a.m. Train rides, visit from the Easter Bunny 
(bring your camera and make pictures), face painting 
and other games. Activities begin at 9 a.m. and Egg 
Hunt begins at 10 a.m.

March 27, MainStreet Alexander City Spring Fashion 
Show hosted by Cecil’s Public House. Clothing, shoes, 
jewelry and accessories from Today’s Niche, Merle Nor-
man, MacDavid & Company, Carlisle Clothing, Cloud 
Nine, Carlisle Drug, Cotney’s Jewelers and The Specta-
cle Shop.  Ticket price of $20 includes lunch, wine and 
show. Tickets available at the above locations as well 
as MainStreet office. For more information, contact 
MainStreet, (256) 329-9227.

March 28, ACPr 50+: 2nd Annual Art & Quilt Show. 2-4 
p.m. at the Activity Center.
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March 11, B. B. Comer Museum will host an exhibit of 
the Pleasant Hill painters. There will be a reception on 
Thursday, March 11 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

March 17 and 24, B. B. Comer Library’s Brown Bag Lec-
ture Series will present Ruth Cook, author of A Brief 
History of Sylacauga Marble, giving 2 programs, “More 
Moretti” and “Quarry Village Life.”

March 20, a reception for the Magic of Marble Festival 
will be hosted at the Chamber of Commerce from 6 
until 8 p.m.

March 20 and 21, Lay Lake Bass tournament. Boats 
will launch from the Sunset Marina ramp.

March 24-27, Second Annual Magic of Marble Festival. 
The B.B. Comer Museum will exhibit Giuseppe Moretti’s 
marble work and offer marble jewelry for sale. Comer 
Museum will sponsor “Painting in the Park” with local 
artists painting at different locations throughout the 
city.

March 27, First Annual Marble City 5-K run. It will be 
followed by a 1-Mile Fun Run.

B. B. Comer Museum will host the Sylacauga City 
Schools art exhibit.  There will be a reception on 
Thursday, April 15 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

April 17, Little Mr. & Miss talladega County Pageant 
at the B. B. Comer Memorial High School auditorium.  
Boys and girls, ages 0-3, will compete at 2 p.m.  Boys 
and girls, ages 4-12, will compete at 6 p.m.

tuskegee

March 24-28, Annual veterinary Medical Symposium. 
Hosted by Tuskegee University and held on campus at 
the Kellogg Conference Center. For more information, 
call (334) 724-4553.

May 1 and 2, Dothan Area Botanical Gardens (DABG) 
2010 Spring Garden tour. The beauty of the Wire-
grass will be superbly showcased in the seven gardens 
expected to be open for touring.  This year’s event 
also includes a patron’s party, an art connection, and 
a seminar.  The patron’s party, scheduled for April 29, 
promises to be full of food, fun, and fellowship. Well-
known regional artist, Jane Segrest, has created “From 
the Garden,” an original acrylic painting of blooms 
from the DABG Rose Garden.  The framed artwork 
of the fuchsia and verdant green botanical will be 
auctioned at the patron’s party along with many other 
items including garden and decorative accessories, lav-
ish trips, and gourmet dinners. The seminar, sched-
uled for Friday, April 30, will feature highly respected 
horticulturist, J. Harvey Cotten, Jr.  Co-author of the 
bestselling book, Easy Gardening for the South, Cotten 
is one of the foremost authorities on the challenges of 
gardening in our heat and humidity. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, please call the DABG office 
at (334) 793-3224, or visit www.dabg.com.

Fairhope

March 13, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., March Fantasy Doll and toy 
Show and Sale. Fairhope Civic Center Auditorium. 
Sponsored by the Eastern Shore Doll Study Club of 
Alabama. Adults, $2; children (ages 6-12), $1. For more 
information, contact Ruth Ann Brett, (251) 980-5958.

Sylacauga

March 3, B. B. Comer Library’s Brown Bag Lecture 
Series will present Nick Taylor: American Made: The 
Enduring Legacy of the WPA.

March 6, Miss Alabama Outstanding teen Pageant. 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m.; Sunday March 7 at 2 p.m. The com-
petition will be held at the Sylacauga High School 
auditorium.


