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Over the past two years, the 
Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) has made 

significant enhancements to Alabama 
Currents, all with the goal of helping 
you be better informed about energy 
efficiency, energy industry news and 
trends, and safety. We hope you enjoy 
these changes as they are made to 
enhance your enjoyment of this publication.

Alabama Currents is produced six times a year with 
a circulation of approximately 94,000. The publication 
is mailed to customers of our 11 Members, including 
Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, LaFayette, Lanett, 
Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Riviera Utilities, Sylacauga 
and Tuskegee. This is one of the many benefits of being 
a public power customer.

When considering the redesign of Alabama Currents, 
we thought about the types of information that would 
be most beneficial to you as a consumer. We knew that 
during these challenging times in the electric industry, 
there would be a need for more information on making 
wise-energy usage decisions. We definitely recognized 
that helping you manage your energy costs was at the 
top of your list.

AMEA has worked diligently to feature energy-
efficiency information, including the “Be a Wise-Energy 

User” standing feature, the addition of energy-efficiency 
columnist Doug Rye, and energy efficiency/weather-
ization information from the Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community Affairs. Energy-efficiency 
topics have included the efficient use of compact fluo-
rescent bulbs (CFLs), tune-up of heating/cooling unit, 
routine maintenance of water heaters, adding insulation, 
ENERGY STAR®, and much more. All of these articles will 
continue to be a major part of your publication.

We also recognize that there would not be a 
magazine if it weren’t for those individuals at your 
city/utility who contribute articles and stories to each 
publication. Whether it’s articles about your utility or 
articles on tourism within your city, these public power 
employees provide a very valuable service to Alabama 
Currents.

These contributing writers wear many hats at your 
public power system and contributing information to 
Alabama Currents is just one of those hats. These men 
and women work tirelessly to continue to shine a light 
in your hometown.

On behalf of AMEA and Alabama Currents, I take my 
hat off to these public servants and salute their efforts.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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The Alexander City Jazz Fest is an annual music event in June that 
draws thousands to downtown Alexander City and the Lake Martin area. The 
two-day event is free to everyone and is sponsored by local Alexander City 
residents.

Each year, the Jazz Fest kicks off on Friday night at Strand Park in 
downtown Alexander City.  The fun continues on Saturday night at the Lake 
Martin Amphitheater.  Different musicians perform each night and bring a 
little “New Orleans” feel to the air. 

Whether you attend one night or both, come ready for great music, lots 
of socializing, and plenty of fun.  You are sure to leave with a “spring” in 
your step and a little “jazz” in your heart. See Page 11 for more details.

(Photos courtesy of Gwen Bishop and the Alexander City Jazz Fest 
Committee).
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The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) has been the wholesale power supplier 
for your utility for over 25 years. During this 

period of success, AMEA has had the primary goal 
of being a reliable and economical source of electric 
power at the lowest possible cost.

Over these many years, AMEA has found that issues 
which impact electric costs are caused by outside events. 
To address air emissions, the U.S. Congress passed clean 
air legislation in the early 1990s. We are today paying for 

the emission controls required by this legislation.  AMEA had a rate increase 
last year which was required to pay for the increased costs associated with 
the new plant investments needed to put these emission controls in place. 

In the next few months, the U.S. Congress will again be addressing issues 
which may impact your electricity costs. This spring, it is expected that Con-
gress will begin to debate provisions of a new energy bill. One of these provi-
sions may be a mandatory renewable electricity standard or requirement. This 
is to say that a portion of a utility’s electric generation is mandated to come 
from a renewable source, such as solar, wind or biomass. Although this pro-
posal sounds good, these sources of electric generation are significantly more 
costly than existing electric generation sources. Of course, if these sources of 
electric generation were low cost today, we would have already been utilizing 
them as we strive to provide the lowest cost generation possible.

One of the issues with the proposed renewable options is that different 
regions of the country have advantages over others. The desert Southwest is 
much more suitable for solar energy due to the clear skies of the desert. The 
Great Plains of the Midwest is much more suitable for wind generation. There 
are few trees and winds can maintain the required 20 mile per hour winds 
to turn the wind turbines.  Of the proposed options, only biomass has the 
quantities necessary to try to meet a renewable standard in the Southeast. 
In this case we would likely burn wood from Southeastern forests. However, 
the quantities of wood necessary to meet the proposed 15 to 20 percent of a 
utility’s generation would require millions of acres of woodland to meet the 
demand in the Southeast.

In addition to driving up electric generation costs, the unintended con-
sequence of this action would be to drive up the cost of wood and adversely 
impact the industries that produce products from these resources. This would 
impact the pulp and paper industry across the South in addition to lumber 
and other wood products.

I am hopeful that other renewable sources, including nuclear power and 
hydro power, will be considered by Congress. Being good environmental stew-
ards is important to all of us. 

I want you to be fully informed of these congressional actions, which will 
have a direct impact on your electric costs. As I have said before, we encour-
age and look forward to supporting provisions that are balanced between 
protecting the environment and the impact of potential costs to you, the 
customer.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO
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In My Opinion

Federal tax  
credits for energy 
efficiency extended 

O n October 3, 2008, 
President Bush signed 
into law the Emergency 

Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008. This bill extended tax 
credits for energy efficient 
home improvements (windows, 
doors, roofs, insulation, HVAC, 
and non-solar water heaters). 
Tax credits for these residential 
products, which had expired 
at the end of 2007, will now 
be available for improvements 
made during 2009. However, 
improvements made during 
2008 are not eligible for a tax 
credit.

The bill also extended tax 
credits for solar energy sys-
tems and fuel cells to 2016. 
New tax credits were estab-
lished for small wind energy 
systems and plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles. Tax credits 
for builders of new energy 
efficient homes and tax deduc-
tions for owners and designers 
of energy efficient commercial 
buildings were also extended.

To learn more about these 
tax credits, go to http://
www.energystar.gov/index.
cfm?c=products.pr_tax_
credits#chart.
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Energy Commandment #3
Thou shall add more attic insulation if needed
By Doug rye

A s I am writing this article, my state of 
Arkansas is in the process of having a 
major ice storm. By the time you read this 

article, you will be having spring-like days. Not to 
discourage you, but that means that hot summer 
can’t be far behind.

If you have read and implemented the first two 
Energy Commandments, you are now ready for #3. 

Well, how about some good news? This is one 
of the easier improvements to make. I am pretty sure that all of you 
understand the importance of ceiling or attic insulation. With very 
few exceptions, it is important in all states. Simply stated, if you need 
insulation, you’re thinking that surely everybody knows that. But I can 
tell you that I get calls everyday about this subject. The questions most 
often asked are, how much do I need and what type is best?

I know the state of Alabama pretty well, so let me give you the 
answers as simply as I can. I want you to have a minimum of 12 inches 
of insulation in your attic. If you already have that amount, regardless 
of type, it probably is not feasible to add more. If you have less that 
that amount, you should add blown cellulose insulation over the top of 
the existing insulation until the 12-inch thickness is obtained. You can 
hire someone to do the work, of if you are a do-it-yourself person, you 
might go to the home center, buy the insulation and use their machine 
to do the installation. Please be careful to not step through your ceil-
ing. While I have done it both ways, I generally hire it done.

You may wonder why I didn’t mention R-values. I believe that 
R-value as assigned to most insulation products is a myth. I will cover 
that in a future article.

Why do I suggest cellulose insula-
tion? It is because I have learned over 
the past 25 years that cellulose insula-
tion simply performs better than other 
types of blown insulation, particularly 
when it is hot or cold. It is also more 
soundproof, more fire retardant, more 
insect resistant, and more environmen-
tally friendly. It is no more expensive, so why would you use anything 
else?

Please remember that I don’t sell products. I just teach folks what 
I know to be the truth based on years of experience. What you do or 
don’t do is your business. Do what I teach and you will love me for it.

I’ll see you in May just before it gets really hot.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance writer for Ala-
bama Currents, providing energy-efficiency information and tips to help 
customers maximize their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

Purchase EnErGY 
StAr® appliances 

for maximum 
savings

D id you know 
that the av-
erage home 

spends about $2,000 
on energy bills every 
year? Change to 
appliances that have earned the 
ENERGY STAR® and you can save 
$75 a year in energy costs, while 
saving the environment.

When buying an appliance, 
remember that it has two price 
tags: what you pay to take it 
home and what you pay for the 
energy and water it uses. ENERGY 
STAR qualified appliances incor-
porate advanced technologies that 
use 10–50 percent less energy and 
water than standard models. The 
money you save on your util-
ity bills can more than make up 
for the cost of a more expensive 
but more efficient ENERGY STAR 
model.

For top performance, premium 
features, and energy savings, look 
for energy-efficient clothes wash-
ers, refrigerators, dishwashers, 
room air conditioners and dehu-
midifiers that have earned the EN-
ERGY STAR. This mark may appear 
on the appliance, the packaging 
or the Energy Guide label. 
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Environmental 
stewards

A s we enter 2009 with a new 
President and a new Con-
gress, issues such as our 

fragile economy and health care 
reform will be high on the list of 
priorities for policymakers. Also 
high on the agenda will be com-
bating climate change.

Climate change has been 
dubbed “the mother of all issues” 
for the electric utility indus-
try. There is growing support in 
Washington for legislation that 
will require a significant reduction 
in carbon dioxide emissions from 
coal and natural gas plants. Over 
60 percent of Alabama’s electric 
generation comes from coal-fired 
power plants. 

Utilities across the country, 
like Alabama Power Company 
(APCo), have invested billions of 
dollars on environmental research 
and improvements at power 
plants. They are committed to 
protecting our environment and 
our natural resources.

Michael Sznajderman, APCo 
Public Relations, said since the 
early 1970s, the company has 
spent more than $2 billion on 
environmental protection equip-
ment, research and development. 

“Alabama Power continues to 
be a national leader in research 
to find new and effective ways to 
reduce emissions while provid-
ing the power Alabamians need,” 
he added. “This includes research 
into ways to reduce/sequester 
carbon dioxide from coal.” 

Sznajderman said from 1990 
through 2007, the company has 
reduced emission rates of nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) and sulfur dioxide by 
62 percent and 42 percent respec-
tively. Emission rates measure the 
amount of emissions produced for 
every megawatt-hour of energy 
produced.  

Since 2002, APCo has installed 
seven Selective Catalytic Reduc-
tion (SCR) systems and related 
environmental equipment on its 
coal-fired power plants, at a cost 
of more than $885 million. The 
SCRs operate like catalytic con-
verters on your car, only they are 
huge – each one standing 12-14 
stories tall, with a footprint of 
half a football field. At each gen-
erating unit where it is installed, 
an SCR will reduce NOx emissions 
by about 80 percent during sum-
mer ozone season.

Sznajderman said between 
now and 2010, APCo expects to 
spend more than $1.4 billion on 
additional environmental controls 
to meet future air standards. 
(Between 1998 and 2012 the figure 

Energy Industry  
Update

is expected to reach $3 billion). 
These controls include “scrubbers” 

that are expected to reduce SO2 
emissions by 98 percent on the 
units where they are installed. 
Also, the combination of SCRs and 
scrubbers are expected to re-
duce mercury emissions by 60-80 
percent on most units where both 
technologies are applied. 

Environmental improvements 
at APCo power plants have in-
cluded and/or will include the 
following:

 Plant Gorgas, Walker County •	
– Construction of a scrubber 
on Units 8, 9 and 10.  Be-

Utilities across the 
country, like Alabama  
Power Company (APCo), 
have invested billions of 
dollars on environmental 
research and improvements 
at power plants. 

Plant Miller
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EnErGY StAr® 
guides can save 20 
percent on costs

With ENERGY STAR®, homeown-
ers can save up to 20 percent on 
annual energy costs by making 
energy-efficient improvements to 
their heating and cooling systems. 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is encouraging Ameri-
cans to save energy, reduce utility 
bills and protect the environment 
by increasing the energy efficiency 
of their home heating and cooling 
systems.

The average household spends $1,500 a year on energy bills, nearly 
half of which goes to heating and cooling. EPA estimates that if one 
in 10 U.S. households used heating and cooling equipment that has 
earned the ENERGY STAR label, the change would prevent an estimated 
17 billion pounds of greenhouse gas emissions.

Sealing leaks that allow air to escape the home and replacing old 
heating equipment with high-efficiency models can significantly reduce 
annual energy costs. Other steps also cut costs and improve comfort: 
tuning up heating and cooling equipment annually; regularly replac-
ing the air filters; checking and sealing the duct system; and using a 
programmable thermostat’s multiple temperature settings to get the 
most savings.

EPA’s Guide to Energy-Efficient Cooling and Heating provides timely 
information and more details about how to save energy and money this 
winter, while helping to protect the environment. It can be found at: 
http://www.energystar.gov/hvacguide.

When heating equipment reaches 15 or more years of age, EPA and 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) recommend that homeowners con-
sider a more energy-efficient replacement. Many furnaces, heat pumps, 
boilers and thermostats meet ENERGY STAR’s strict standards for energy 
efficiency set by the EPA and DOE.

More than 9,000 or-
ganizations have become 
ENERGY STAR partners 
and are committed to 
improving the energy 
efficiency of products, 
homes and businesses. 
For more information 
about ENERGY STAR 
and additional steps to 
save money and re-
duce air pollution, call 
1-888-STAR-YES or visit 
http://www.energystar.
gov. 

came operational in De-
cember 2007. The scrubber 
is expected to reduce SO2 
emissions from the units 
by 98 percent and reduce 
mercury emissions from 
the units by 50-70 percent. 
Total cost of project: $262 
million.
 Plant Barry, Mobile County •	
– The company pledged to 
reduce NOX emissions from 
the plant by 20 percent dur-
ing ozone season, beginning 
in 2006. Those reductions 
were actually accomplished 
by the end of 2005.    
 Plant Barry – Construction •	
of an SCR on Unit 5. Opera-
tional in spring 2008. NOx 
emissions from the unit are 
expected to be reduced by 
80 percent. Total cost: $272 
million.
 Plant Barry – Scrubber on •	
Unit 5, expected completion 
in spring 2010. Expected to 
reduce SO2 from the unit by 
98 percent, mercury from 
the unit by 60-80 percent.  
 Plant Miller – Scrubbers •	
on all four units. Miller 3 
expected completion in fall 
2009. Miller 2 and 4 ex-
pected completion in 2010. 
Miller 1 expected comple-
tion in spring 2011.  
 Plant Gaston – Scrubber on •	
Unit 5. Construction under 
way. Expected completion in 
spring 2010. 

“This is just a snapshot of how 
our company and our employees 
are working to further reduce 
emissions, preserve Alabama’s 
wildlife and wild places, and safe-
guard the state’s water resources,” 
said Sznajderman. “In addition, 
we partner with environmental 
and educational organizations, 
non-profits and individuals to pro-
tect Alabama’s environment.”
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Stay cool this spring and summer while keeping 
more money in your pocketbook by saving ener-
gy with these tips from the Energy Division of 

the Alabama Department of Economic and Community 
Affairs (ADECA). 

By following a few easy, common sense guide-
lines, properly maintaining or upgrading your air 
conditioner, adding insulation, and taking other easy 
energy-saving measures, you can cut your energy bills 
by 10 to 50 percent. 

“Heating and cooling costs make up almost 45 
percent of homeowners’ utility bills,” ADECA Direc-
tor Bill Johnson said. “By taking a few simple steps, 
Alabama families can make their homes more energy 
efficient and save a significant amount of money, 
too.”
Use air conditioning and fans wisely

 Open windows and use portable or ceiling fans •	
instead of operating your air conditioner.
 Use a fan with your window air conditioner to •	
spread the cool air through your home.
 Use a programmable thermostat with your air •	
conditioner to adjust the setting warmer at 
night or when no one is home.
 Don’t place lamps or televisions near your air •	
conditioning thermostat.  The heat from these 
appliances will cause the air conditioner to run 
longer.
 Look for the ENERGY STAR® label. If your air •	
conditioner is old, the new energy- efficient 
models can save up to 50 percent on your cool-
ing bills. 

Low cost tips to save energy
 Replace incandescent bulbs with compact fluo-•	
rescents lights (CFLs).
 Air dry dishes instead of using your dishwash-•	
er’s drying cycle.
 Use a microwave oven instead of a convention-•	
al electric range or oven.
 Turn off your computer and monitor when not •	
in use.
 Plug home electronics, such as televisions and •	
DVD players, into power strips and turn power 
strips off when equipment is not in use.
 Lower the thermostat on your hot water •	
heater.  A temperature of 115 F is comfortable 
for most uses.

 Take showers instead of baths to reduce hot •	
water use.
 Wash only full loads of dishes and clothes.•	
 Use cold water to wash your clothes.•	

Landscape for energy efficiency
 Plant trees or shrubs to shade air conditioning •	
units, but do not block the airflow. A unit oper-
ating in the shade uses less electricity.
 Grown on trellises, vines such as ivy or grape-•	
vines can shade windows or the whole side of a 
house.
 Avoid landscaping with lots of unshaded rock, •	
cement or asphalt on the south or west sides – it 
increases the temperature around the house and 
radiates heat to the house after the sun has set.
 Trees whose leaves fall off in the winter, planted •	
on the south and west sides, will keep your 
house cool in the summer and let the sun warm 
your home in the winter.
 Just three trees, properly placed around a •	
house, can save between $100 and $250 annu-
ally in cooling and heating costs. Daytime air 
temperatures can be 3 to 6 degrees cooler in 
tree-shaded neighborhoods.           

Shade your windows
 Sunny windows can make your air conditioner •	
work two to three times harder.
 Install white window shades, drapes or blinds to •	
reflect heat away from the house.
 Close curtains on south- and west- facing win-•	
dows during the day.
 Install awnings on south-facing windows. Be-•	
cause of the angle of the sun, trees, a trellis or a 
fence will best shade west-facing windows.
 Apply sun-control or other reflective films on •	
south-facing windows.
 If you want to replace your windows, consider •	
the new double-pane windows with spectrally 
selective coatings. 
 When buying windows or appliances, look for •	
the ENERGY STAR label. Visit http://www.ener-
gystar.gov/ for more information.

Weatherize 
 Air leaks can waste energy dollars year-round.•	
 Caulking and weatherstripping will keep cool air •	
in during the summer.
 Add insulation around air conditioning ducts •	
when they are located in un-air conditioned 
spaces such as attics, crawl spaces and garages.
 Repair holes or separated joints in your ductwork.•	
 Check to see that your fireplace damper is •	
tightly closed.
 Invest in insulation. •	

For more information, please visit the ADECA web 
site, www.adeca.alabama.gov/energy, or call  
(800) 392-8098.

Keep your cool and 
save 10 to 50 percent 
on utility bills this 
spring and summer 
with these tips
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Opelika Light & Power begins 
program to help neighbors in need

By Jan Gunter

Giving generously to others 
when they are down on their 
luck is nothing new for the 

citizens of Opelika. Opelika is a 
community of caring people.

That’s why the Opelika Light & 
Power Department created a new 
program for the city called “Opelika 
Share”, which is a program designed 
to provide emergency assistance 
to qualified individuals who need temporary help with 
their power bills. A person who qualifies for help can 
receive assistance one time during the winter and one 
additional time during the summer if severely high tem-
peratures cause a threat to the individual’s health. 

Those who “qualify” for “Opelika Share” include:
 People age 62 or older, who are on low, fixed in-•	
comes and have no other source of funds;
 People with disabilities who, for health reasons, •	
cannot keep up a normal family income.

The City of Opelika has partnered with the Lee 
County United Way to administer both the qualification 
verification process and the assistance programs.

On the new invoice statements customers receive 
from Opelika Light & Power Department, there’s a sec-
tion where you can choose to share small amounts of 
money on a monthly basis. You can give $1, $2, $5, or 
more per month on the portion of your statement which 
is returned to the city with your regular payments. The 
amount you select will then be included on your month-
ly bills until you tell Opelika Light & Power to discon-
tinue it. 

The City of Opelika administration and the Opelika 
Light & Power Department appreciate those who opt to 
give to “Opelika Share.”  This is such a great way for the 
residents of Opelika to give to others who – because of 
circumstances beyond their control – find themselves in 
a temporary financial bind and in need of a hand to get 
them up and out of their situation and back on their feet.  

Opelika truly is a community that is both rich in our 
heritage and in the kind-hearted people who live here. 
Opelika Share—another thing that makes this a great 
community and just one of the reasons why so many of 
us love calling Opelika home.
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City of Lanett implements 
safety and health programs

By Jennie Gunnells

In an effort to improve 
the City of Lanett’s wor-
kers compensation and 

the city’s Alabama Munici-
pal Insurance Corporation 
ratings, the city has imple-
mented a safety program.

Two kickoff meetings were held on Jan. 22 
and a total of 56 employees participated. 

The city’s safety program is an incentive 
program which will award all employees for be-
ing accident-free in a particular quarter. Each 
employee must meet the following rules for 
receiving the award:

1.  Work for the entire award period with no 
“at fault” accidents that cause physical 
injury or property damage due to viola-
tions of safety rules or published laws.

2.  Obey all safety rules and traffic laws.
3.  Report all injuries and/or accidents ac-

cording to city policy.
4.  Attend all scheduled safety meetings and 

training classes unless excused by  
supervisor. 

The city wants to keep the rules and the 
program simple. Also, the city wants to lower 
costs and stop accidents. 

Colorful posters have been placed in each 
department with pictures of the awards for 
each quarter and the rules to follow to be eli-
gible for the award.  

According to city officials, the program is 
a win/win situation for everyone – you work 
safer and be rewarded for your safe efforts. 

On the same note, the City of Lanett wants 
to lower its Blue Cross/Blue Shield health insur-
ance costs and improve employee health in the 
process.  

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama offers 
a website called behealthy.com. This website is 
powered by WebMD and it offers many options 
to help each employee be healthier. 

The City of Lanett is taking a positive ap-
proach to help the city save money and to be 
safer and healthier in 2009.    
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For the past six years, Riviera Utilities and Wolf 
Bay Watershed Watch have worked together 
to establish a quality fishing tournament for 

the youth in the area. This year, there was tremen-
dous gratification for our efforts when over 120 kids 
came to the Wolf Bay Lodge area to participate in its 
tournament.  

“It may have been a little windy and cool on the 
bay that morning as the sun came up over the horizon, 
but you would have never known it by the smiles and 
laughter coming from the kids that were ready to fish 
in the tournament,” said Mike Dugger, General Man-
ager, Riviera Utilities. “Tremendous excitement filled 
the air as boats were launched and kids climbed on 
board with great anticipation of catching that ‘big one’, 
which would give them an opportunity to take home 
a nice trophy for their efforts. You could tell that this 
was going to be a special day in their lives and that is 
what this tournament is all about.”

Stan Mahoney of the Wolf Bay Watershed Watch 
(WBWW) said, “We are accomplishing our main mis-
sion of promoting conservation ethics in our youth and 
raising awareness of the WBWW programs. With a tour-
nament like this, it affords us the opportunity to work 
with a great number of our youth, ages 3 - 16, teaching 
them the wonder of our waterways, its inhabitants, 
the duty to be a good steward, and the importance of 
fishing sportsmanship. It mainly gives adults an oppor-
tunity to work with and have a positive influence on 
our kids. What better way to interact with our young 
people than with this tournament.”

There were many winners this year in the eight 
different fishing and two age categories.  But, the kids 
that came away with the big prizes for Lunker Fisher-
man, the heaviest finned fish, or the Master Fisher-
man, most total pounds of fish, were the happiest kids 
on site. 

The winners were Mason Davis, Master Fisherman, 
and Grant Jensen, Lunker in the 3-9 year age group. 
For the 10-16 age group, the winners were Cecellia 
Ward, Master Fisherman, and Courtney Latham, Lunker 
Fisherman. Congratulations to these fine young “Fish-
ers of the Bay”.  

Other winners in the 3-9 age group: Open—Mattie 
Graham and Gavin Ringler; Trout—Gregory Starr and 
Jackson Madison; Redfish—Eli Browning and Noah 
Weeks; Black Bass—Dylan Ewing and Zachary Fiala; 
Croaker—Owen Lipscomb and Sarah Fiala;  Catfish—
Erica White and Hunter Alms; Bream—Clark Peterson 

and Kaytlyn Jantz; Pin Fish—Devin Myers and Madi-
son Davis.

In the 10-16 age group: Open—Austin Ringler and 
Mason Holloway; Trout—Cody  Kichler and Dylan Tin-
del; Redfish—Katlynn Fiala and Trumont Rigsby; Black 
Bass—Audry Peterson and Jace Peterson; Croaker—
Aylin K and Traveen Hall; Catfish—Douglas Walker and 
Robert Ward; Bream—Zach Bridges and Austin Jen-
nings; Pin Fish—Addison Gilles and Paige Kressler.

Riviera Utilities is proud to be a member of the 
Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, Weeks Bay Watershed, and 
the Coastal Foundation. We encourage everyone in the 
community to become a part of these great organiza-
tions and help them to preserve and protect our water-
ways and estuaries. What better way to help enjoy the 
quality of life we have and to make this area a great 
place to live by protecting our waterways and its in-
habitants. The life we live in Baldwin County is second 
to none and we all agree we want to keep it that way. 
Do your part and help.

Success on the waters of Wolf Bay brings purpose to kids
By David Horton

Shown are officers and volunteers of the Wolf Bay Watershed Watch with 
the Riviera Utilities sponsored trophies that will be given to winning anglers 
of the tournament.  The group is very proud of their work this year to make 
the tournament a success.

Shown are the best fishermen of the day: Mason Davis, Master Fisherman 
and Grant Jensen, Lunker, in the 3-9 year age group. For the 10-16 age group, 
the winners were Cecellia Ward, Master Fisherman and Courtney Latham, 
Lunker Fisherman.  Congratulations to these fine young “Fishers of the Bay”.  
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As spring begins and summer approaches, the 
Alexander City Jazz Fest Committee is hard at 
work preparing for the annual Jazz Fest, which 

is set for June 12 and 13. This year will mark the 19th 
year for the music festival. The Jazz Fest is a two-day 
event that begins on Friday night, June 12, in down-
town Alexander City at Strand Park. The fun continues 
on Saturday night, June 13, on the shores of Lake Mar-
tin at the Lake Martin Amphitheater. The music lineup 
on each night offers something for everyone and is 
free to the public.

Ralph Froshin, as a “thank you” for his depart-
ment store celebrating its 100th anniversary, started 
the Jazz Fest. It was such a success that along with 
local sponsors and several grants, the Jazz Fest 
became an annual music event. T-shirts, caps and 
limited-edition poster sales also contribute to the 
funding of Jazz Fest. The design is chosen each year 
through a contest sponsored by the Jazz Fest Com-
mittee. The winning design is featured on all the 
t-shirts, caps and posters. 

In the past, many great musicians have per-
formed before thousands. Some of those performers 
have included, Zac Brown Band, Delbert McClinton, 
Taj Mahal, Los Lonely Boys and many more. The Jazz 
Fest Committee always presents the community with 
some of the best jazz/rhythm and blues entertainers 
around. Although this year’s lineup has not been an-
nounced, you will not be disappointed.

Mark your calendar for this year’s Jazz Fest, 
which will be June 12 and 13. Bring your family, 
meet your friends, and get ready for great music, 
dancing and fun. The 19th Annual Alexander City 
Jazz Fest will provide a little “taste of the bayou”  
in our own backyard.

Preparations underway for 
19th Annual Alexander City 

Jazz Fest
By Tracy Kendrick

tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY  
Day time (256) 409-2080  

After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept.  
(256) 234-3421

 DO nOt CALL 911

City of Dothan’s Performance 
Report available to the public

By Cassandra Milton

Dothan’s Perfor-
mance Report 
for 2008 is 

now available online 
for residents to view. 

The City of Dothan 
places an emphasis on 
strategic planning to 
prioritize its policies, 
programs and services. 
The City Commission, 
City Manager and 
departmental heads 
participate in this goal 
and priority-setting 
process. The Strategic 
Plan drives budget preparation decisions and service 
delivery implementations by helping to prioritize 
how the City will use current and future resources 
to achieve the six identified goals for 2012:

(1) Plan for Dothan’s Future
(2) Improve Mobility
(3) Make Dothan a More Livable City
(4) Expand the Local Economy
(5) Create a High Performance City Team
(6) Revitalize Downtown
By listing the accomplishments of the previous 

year, the 2008 Performance Report measures the 
City’s success in implementing the Strategic Plan in 
order to reach the six goals by 2012.

“With the development of strategies, goals, ac-
tion plans, and performance measures, we hope to 
increase citizen satisfaction, confidence and trust 
in the City’s delivery of services and management of 
operations,” said Mayor Pat Thomas. “This impres-
sive list could only have been achieved through the 
kind of commitment and diligence demonstrated by 
the City Commission and the City’s workforce this 
past year.”

To view a .pdf of the Performance Report, go to 
www.dothan.org and click on the Documents button 
located under the Media section of the website.

The cover of Dothan’s Performance 
Report 2008.
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Procedural changes 
help city better 
track outages

By D. Fran Morley

Several procedural chan-
ges are allowing Fairhope 
Electric crews to keep better 

tabs on the city’s power grid.
“We have started tracking any 

outages that occur so that we can 
have reliable numbers from year to 
year as to the cause, length, and 
location,” said Electric Superinten-
dent Scott Sligh. “This informa-
tion will also help us identify any 
trends that might warrant further 
attention.”

As an example, Sligh notes two 
recent outages at the same home, 
both caused by an invading rac-
coon.

“Without the tracking system, 
if we had two different linemen 
responding to the address on dif-
ferent days, we might have missed 
the cause of this repeat outage,” 
he said. “With the system, we were 
able to easily identify the cause 
and take measures to prevent it 
from happening again.”

Fairhope Electric has also 
created a system map that clearly 
notes and identifies every connec-
tion and switch.

“This is useful to newer em-
ployees who don’t have the ben-
efit of years of experience and to 
out-of-town crews helping in storm 
situations,” Sligh said. “By num-
bering the switches, a worker can 
compare the number on the map 
and on the pole or piece of equip-
ment and have no doubt that he is 
working on the correct switch.”

Southern Living readers rank Fairhope as 
South’s second-best small town

By russ Henderson
Reprinted from The Mobile Press-Register

FAIRHOPE—This bayside community ranks as the second-best small 
town in the South, according to a survey by Southern Living ma-
gazine involving 47,000 readers. 

It’s one of many things that those readers liked about the Alabama 
coast. 

“The word’s getting out about south Alabama,” said Darrelyn Bender, 
president of the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce, who described the 
effort to promote local communities as a joint endeavor of Baldwin and 
Mobile counties. 

Fairhope — a colorful haunt and home to writers and artists — was 
beaten only by Beaufort, SC, the hometown of author Pat Conroy. 

Beaufort has a harbor along the Port Royal Sound and has carefully 
preserved its antebellum architecture. 

Also in the survey, featured in the latest issue of Southern Living, 
which has a circulation of 2 million. 

Gulf Shores and Orange Beach were named the third-best beach des-
tination and the fourth-best family destination. 

Bellingrath Gardens and Home ranked as the second-best public 
garden, while the Grand Hotel Marriott Resort, Golf Club, & Spa in Point 
Clear was named the fourth-best hotel. 

“What I think is impressive about this survey is the other beaches 
on the list. We’re still the new kid on the block compared to most of 
them,” said Herb Malone, director of the Alabama Gulf Coast Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. 

In the survey, Gulf Shores and Orange Beach placed behind Destin, 
Fla., and Myrtle Beach, S.C., but ahead of Panama City Beach, Fla. 

Also, Southern Living readers ranked the National Shrimp Festival 
in Gulf Shores the seventh-best festival or fair. 

“We beat out Mardi Gras in New Orleans, which is amazing,” said 
Don McPherson, special events coordinator for the Alabama Gulf Coast 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mardi Gras placed No. 10. At the top of the events list was the State 
Fair of Texas in Dallas. 
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LHS named among top high schools 
in  U.S. News & World Report

By regina Grayson
Reprinted from The Luverne Journal

Luverne High School (LHS) was among the 54 Alabama 
public high schools ranked as America’s best, according 
to the U.S. News & World Report’s second annual list of 

“America’s Best High Schools.”
“This is something we can be really proud of,” Schools 

Superintendent Kathi Wallace said at a recent meeting of the 
Crenshaw County Board of Education.

Alabama schools on this list include one Gold Medalist, 
three Silver Medalists, and 50 Bronze Medalists, with LHS be-
ing a Bronze Medalist.

U.S. News & World Report, in collaboration with School 
Evaluation Services, analyzed academic and enrollment data 
from more than 21,000 public high schools in 48 states. 
A three-step process was used to determine the best high 
schools with the first step determining whether each school’s 
students were performing better than statistically expected 
for the average student in the state. 

The second step determined whether the school’s least-
advantaged students were performing better than average for 
similar students in the state. Schools that passed the first two 
steps became eligible for nationally judging on the third and 
final step – college-readiness performance, using Advanced 
Placement and/or International Baccalaureate test data as the 
benchmarks for success. 

Luverne High School was among those schools that passed 
the first two steps. 

According to the 2007 Grade 12 Reading and Math Profi-
ciency report, 90.9 percent of LHS students attained reading 
proficiency, and 95.5 percent attained math proficiency.

When looking at grades K-12, LHS attained 77.6 percent 
reading proficiency in 2007 and 68.9 percent in math profi-
ciency. 

The “America’s Best High Schools” issue of U.S. News & 
World Report came out in December.
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Sylacauga Utilities Board 
will miss Chairman 
Dewey Wayne Duke

By Mike richard

A sad event oc-
curred on Dec. 
25, 2008, with 

the passing of Wayne 
Duke of Sylacauga. 
Wayne is survived by 
his wife of 45 years, 
Connie Sue Duke; four 
daughters and eight 
grandchildren; and 
nephew Wayne Wood. 

Wayne served on the Sylacauga Utilities 
Board since 1986 with the last two years as 
Chairman. Wayne also served on the Board 
of Directors of Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) since 1992 with the last 
two years as its Chairman. Wayne retired 
from Payco Electric as its President. 

Wayne was a strong advocate of public 
power and believed in its ideals of lo-
cal ownership and responsibility. Wayne 
worked tirelessly to make certain that his 
community was well served by the Syla-
cauga Utilities Board and AMEA. 

One of the ways that helps you de-
termine someone’s character is how they 
handle adversity, Wayne lost part of his 
right arm in an accident. He used this 
tragedy for humor not for pity. As Reverend 
Tim Kiaser said at Wayne’s funeral service, 
“Wayne is the only man in history to lose 
one arm by over 100 different ways.” 

We all could learn from Wayne – how to 
run a business without forgetting the most 
important element, how to treat people 
with dignity and respect. We could also 
learn from him hat our work is important 
and should be done right, but it can be 
done and still keep your good humor and 
have fun while doing it.

Not only did we lose a board member, 
but also a friend and an example on how to 
lead your life. 
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VictoryLand, 
the largest 
employer in 

Macon County, and 
the Utilities Board 
of Tuskegee’s (UBT) 
largest customer, 
has expanded its 
complex to include 
a 56,000-square-
foot west wing.

“VictoryLand 
contributes greatly to the economic and community development of 
Macon County,” said Mark Ennis, UBT General Manager. “VictoryLand 
has a long history of making a huge economic impact on our com-
munities. In addition, VictoryLand contributes thousands of dollars 
every week to 60 charities in the county.”

In ceremonies opening the doors of the new west wing on Jan. 26, 
Milton McGregor, president of the entertainment complex in Shorter, 
said, “This complex represents a multi-million-dollar investment in 
the economy of Macon County and has been three years in the mak-
ing. But we’re far from finished. We’re in the process of making Victo-
ryLand a world-class entertainment destination, and the West Wing is 
certainly a major step in that direction.”

The new wing also encompasses a nightclub featuring live enter-
tainment and an ice cream shop, as well as several restaurants. Many 
other facilities are on the drawing board as VictoryLand continues its 
expansion plan to become a world-class, multi-faceted entertainment 
destination.

A major addition to the rapidly expanding VictoryLand complex 
will be a new hotel with a conference center and a world-class en-
tertainment venue. The hotel, called the Oasis, will be a nine-story, 
300-room facility when it opens this fall.  Future expansion calls for 
the addition of two 500-room towers. The conference center with an 
exhibition hall is slated to open in the spring of 2010.  It will be fol-
lowed by the opening of a 1,500-seat entertainment facility featuring 
amphitheater-style seating.

The VictoryLand complex employs over 1,600 people and expects 
that number to increase to 2,250 when expansion is complete. 

VictoryLand, established in 1984, is the largest payer of sales tax 
and ad valorem tax in the county. It will also be the largest payer of 
lodging tax when the hotel is completed. A portion of the lodging tax 
will go to the Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel to promote tour-
ism throughout the state.  

UBT is proud to partner with VictoryLand by providing its electric 
services through its substation in Shorter, Ennis added.

 

Piedmont Power 
and Light adds  

new construction 
projects to list of 

consumers
By Ben Singleton

Piedmont Power and Light 
has been very busy over 
the past several months 

working to provide electricity to 
several great additions to the city. 

Several of the new construc-
tion projects are at Piedmont High 
School and include a new Career 
Tech Center and a storm shelter. 

Other additions in the City 
of Piedmont include a new 31-
room hotel, a new administration 
office for the Piedmont Housing 
Authority, and a new Farmers and 
Merchants Bank building. 

The Piedmont Power and Light 
crew has been very busy con-
structing new power lines to pro-
vide quality electricity to these 
new businesses and buildings. We 
welcome these new additions and 
are proud to have them.  
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UBT’s largest customer expands

Under construction is VictoryLand’s new hotel, The Oasis, which will 
include a conference center. The new complex will be a nine-story,  
300-room facility when it opens this fall. 
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Alexander City
Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program 

Events:  March 6, BJCC Cottontail Arts & Craft Show; 
March 7, Atlanta Quilt & Sawing EXPO; March 16, 
In-House Rook Tournament; March 17, Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Bingo Night Party; March 26, Monthly 
Luncheon. For details on day trips and special events, 
please call (256) 329-2910.

Wind Creek State Park Fishing tournaments: March 7, 
Lake Martin FOP; March 14, BFL Dixie Division; March 
15, Media Bass; March 21, Fishers of Men; March 21, 
Crappie USA; March 28, Beauregard Booster Club. For 
more information, call (256) 329-0845.

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex Events: March 14, 
Community-wide Yard Sale, 6 a.m.-12 p.m.; March 16-
20, Spring Day Camp. For more information, call (256) 
329-6736. 

March 20-21, 3rd Annual Lake Martin Area rodeo 
Benefiting Children’s harbor. Charles E. Bailey Sr. 
Sportplex Riding Arena. Gates open at 4 p.m. and 
events start at 7:30 p.m..  For more information, call 
(334) 857-2133.

March 26, Mamie’s Place Children’s Library. Peter 
Huggins, author of “In the Company of Owls”, will 
visit. For more information, call (256) 234-4644.

March 26, 7:30 p.m., Alexander City Arts presents, 
Greater tuna. Benjamin Russell High School 
Auditorium. For more information at (256) 234-9922.

March 28 and 29, 195th Anniversary of the Battle of 
horseshoe Bend. Horseshoe Bend National Military 
Park presents live cannon ball fire, Creek and Cherokee 
Indian lives, and demonstrations of traditional skills of 
early 1800s. For more information, call (256) 234-7111.

35th Annual Public Library Art Exhibit sponsored by 
Beta Sigma Phi sorority: March 29-April 1, art exhibit 
will be at the Adelia M. Russell Library and will consist 
of three divisions (Adult, Young Adult & Children’s); 
March 29, Opening reception at Adelia M. Russell 
Library from 1-3 p.m. Guidelines available at the Adelia 
M. Russell Library or for more information, contact 
Joan Givens, (256) 329-0721. 

Alex City horse riding Club: April 4, the EAHA Youth 
Club. April 25, ACHRC Show. Show schedule and other 
information can be found at www.achrc.com, or call 
Barbara, (334) 541-2971.

Wind Creek State Park Fishing tournaments: April 4, AL 
Bass Federation; April 18, Boy Scouts Buddy Bass; April 
25, Georgia Glenn Pioneer. For more information, call 
(256) 329-0854

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program 
Events: April 3, Spring Governor’s Mansion Tour; April 
15, University of Montevallo and  American Village Tour; 
April 22, Atlanta Aquarium and Titanic Exhibit;  April 23, 
Monthly Luncheon; April 24, Senior Spring Fishing Day.  

Alabama 5-0 Spring Get Away to Lake Guntersville 
(Dates to be announced). 

Savannah Spring trip (Dates to be announced).  For 
details on day trips and special events, please call 
(256) 329-2910.

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex Events: April 4, 
Community-wide Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m. For more 
information, call (256) 329-6736.

Dothan
March 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 26th Annual Spring Farm Day, 

Lanark Park, Dothan. The day’s activities will include 
demonstrations of old-fashioned skills and crafts 
like plowing with mules and horses, shearing sheep, 
blacksmithing, and more. Volunteers dressed in 1890s 
attire will invite visitors to the historic dwellings to 
observe the household pursuits of times past. They will 
quilt, sew by hand and with a treadle-powered sewing 
machine, cook on a wood stove and on the open 
hearth, wash clothes and make soap, demonstrate 
home crafts and games, and relate their own memories 
of farm life. Other activities include music, a quilt 
display and children’s activities. A crowd favorite will 
be the 23rd annual Old-Time Fiddlers’ Convention. 
Contestants will compete in four age categories, and 
acoustical musicians can gather in the Fiddlers’ Corner 
for jam sessions during the day. The third annual 
Alabama State Horse and Mule Plowing Contest will 
serve as Alabama’s official plowing competition. 
Plowers will be judged in a variety of areas, including 
depth of furrow, straightness of furrow and cleanliness 
of sidewall. The park’s Martin Drug Store and Shelley 
General Store will be open for business, providing 
visitors with treats from the operating soda fountain 
or old-fashioned items typical of a country store. 
Concessions will be available during the day. Admission 
is $8 for adults, $6 for senior citizens, $4 for children, 
and free for children ages 3 and under. Park members 
are admitted free. Landmark Park, home of the 
Alabama Agricultural Museum, is a 100-acre historical 
and natural science park, located on U.S. Highway 431 
North in Dothan. For more information, contact the 
park at (334) 794-3452.

Fairhope
March 14, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., March Fantasy Doll and 

toy Show and Sale. Fairhope Civic Center Auditorium. 
Sponsored by Eastern Shore Doll Study Club of 
Alabama. $2 admission for adults; children (ages 6-13), 
$1. For more information, contact Ruth Ann Brett, 
(251) 980-5958.

March 20-21, Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce 
57th Annual Arts & Crafts Festival, Fairhope. Festival 
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hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. Admission is free. 
The festival takes place on the streets of downtown 
Fairhope. Over 200 exhibitors from throughout the 
national will bring their best works to show and sell 
at this juried show. Live entertainment will go on 
throughout the three-day event and unique cuisine 
will be served up in the food court. BRATS (Baldwin 
County Area Transportation System) will offer a 
shuttle service from the Plantation Pointe Shopping 
Center, Eastern Shore Village Shopping Center and 
Ecor Rouge Place. Shuttle rides are $1. All parking is 
free and the locations are less than a five-minute ride 
away. For more information, call the Eastern Shore 
Chamber at (251) 621-8222, (251) 928-6387, or visit 
www.eschamber.com.

Opelika
March 14, heroes take Flight Fly-in, Auburn-Opelika 

Robert G. Pitts Airport in Auburn. The event honors 
veterans and will include several attractions including: 
vintage and experimental airplanes; warbirds and 
military vehicles; parachutists; helicopter rides; 
veterans’ hospitality area; and other activities for 
the whole family. Ticket sales and proceeds from an 
auction will go to the American Red Cross with services 
including: disaster education and relief; services to 
armed forces; blood collection; and health and safety 
education. Ticket prices are $5 in advance, $8 at 
the gate, $2 for children, and all veterans that pre-
register by January 30, 2009, will receive free entry 
and a special gift. For more information, visit www.
leeredcross.org, or call (334) 749-9981.  

April 9, 7:15 p.m., Flashlight Egg hunt, Moore Stadium. 
Event is held for third, fourth and fifth graders. Bring 
a flashlight and a basket and hunt for eggs and prizes 
in the dark.

April 11, 10 a.m., Easter on the Square, downtown 
Opelika at Courthouse Square. Event includes “egg-
tivities” for children, 2nd grade and under (arts and 

crafts of all kinds), storytellers, lemonade, cookies and 
cotton candy. The Ultimate Easter Parade begins at 
10:45 a.m. followed by the Super Spectacular Egg Hunt 
that begins at 11 a.m. (with more than 25,000 eggs 
and candies to be gathered).

noontunes is on its way. Be sure to stay tuned in to local 
radio stations, newspapers and the City of Opelika’s 
official website, www.opelika.org, for the popular 
NoonTunes concerts on Courthouse Square during 
the month of May. As always, the free concerts are 
held every Wednesday during the month of May from 
12 noon until 1 p.m. So bring a brown bag lunch (or 
purchase one from a local downtown restaurant), a 
quilt or lawn chair and relax by the fountain and hear 
some unforgettable musical entertainment.  

Sylacauga
Comer Museum‘s theme for March is “Absolutely 

Abstracts”.  Multiple artists will exhibit. A reception 
will be held on the March 12, 6;30-8 p.m. In addition, 
an abstract workshop will be held during themonth.  
Dottie Holdren will be the instructor. Call Come 
Museum at (256) 245-4016 for details.

B.B. Comer Memorial Library has scheduled the following 
speakers for their “Brown Bag Series”: March 5, Frye 
Gaillard will present, “The Prophet from Plains:  The 
Legacy of Jimmy Carter”; March 12, Catie Simpkins will 
present “Sentimental Journey:  World War II Songs”.

Comer Museum will feature paintings by students from the 
Sylacauga City Schools.

April 2, 5-8 p.m., Annual taste of Sylacauga 
Extravaganza, J. Craig Smith Community Center. Local 
restaurants and caterers will offer samples of their 
signature dishes. Tickets will be available at the door.

April 26-May 7, Magic of Marble Festival. On Tuesday, 
April 28, there will be a ceremony to honor guests 
from our sister city, Pietrasanta, Italy.  Following the 
ceremony, there will be a concert featuring singers 
with the Italian Opera. Artistic events will be held 
throughout the two weeks of the celebration.


