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From the Editor
We walk among heroes each and 

every day. Heroes come in 
many forms – police officers, 

firefighters, teachers, medical profes-
sionals, mothers, fathers, just to name a 
few – and of course, our military. 

Many of you have committed your 
most precious resource to the war on 
terrorism – your loved ones. These are 
the heroes, men and women, who continue to defend the 
very freedoms we enjoy. However, freedom is not free; 
there is a price to be paid.

Many of you are fully aware of this price as you 
sacrificed fathers, mothers, grandfathers, grandmothers, 
and brothers decades ago during World War II when these 
heroes and conquering victors collectively and literally 
saved the world.

The wars of today and those of decades ago have 
taught us many life lessons. One of the most obvious is 
leadership in the face of staunch opposition. Another is 
preparation and action by a coalition of the willing. And 
a third lesson – possibly the most difficult – is the impor-
tance of being willing to sacrifice to the point of death in 
order to defend fellow citizens’ rights and freedoms.

When I was growing up, I knew of my grandfather’s 
service in World War II, but I did not fully appreciate 
what his sacrifice, and the sacrifices of countless others, 
meant to our country and to our way of life. I don’t think 
I really appreciated their commitment or the price they 
paid during such a turbulent time.

I became more aware of the sacrifices of these brave 
men and women last year when my husband got involved 
with the River Region Honor Flight program. He was cho-
sen as a guardian for the second flight, which took place 
last October.

Honor Flight is the non-profit organization that takes 
World War II veterans free of charge to visit the war’s 
memorial in Washington, D.C. The program was conceived 
by Earl Morse, a physician assistant and retired Air Force 
captain, to honor veterans he had taken care of for over 
27 years. Morse realized that most of the veterans he 
served might never have an opportunity to visit the 
memorial since most are not financially or physically able 
to make a several day journey to the nation’s capitol on 
their own.

Dedicated in May 2004, the World War II Memorial is 
anchored by eagles and surrounded by wreaths and has 
4,000 gold stars, each one representing every 100 Ameri-
cans who died in the war.

I am honored to have been chosen as a volunteer 
guardian for the third flight of the River Region Honor 
Flight to D.C. this past May. Our flight departed Prat-
tville on Saturday, May 2, as buses, deemed Red, White 

and Blue, carried some 90 veterans and 45 guardians to 
Montgomery Regional Airport for our chartered flight to 
Washington, D.C. Veterans were greeted with a heroes 
welcome at Reagan National Airport as strangers thanked 
these selfless heroes for their service. While in D.C., we 
toured the World War II Memorial, the Korean War Memo-
rial, the Vietnam War Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, 
and the Iwo Jima Memorial. From the memorials, the vet-
erans and their guardians spent a few somber moments 
watching the changing of the guard at Arlington Cem-
etery, a moment of reflection on the cost of being free.

Back at Montgomery Regional Airport, veterans were 
welcomed home with a huge celebration…a celebra-
tion which was long overdue. For some, the celebration 
brought back painful memories of a turbulent time. For 
others, it was memories of the sacrifices that had to be 
made.

Honor Flight funding is provided by individuals, 
civic groups and businesses who donate support for 
this effort. The guardians, like me, are volunteers who 
accompany the veterans throughout the day, including 
escorting and assisting them on the trip and tours. The 
veterans do not pay for any aspect of their trip. After all, 
they have given enough. 

Honor Flight continues to spread its wings across 
Alabama, and new chapters, or hubs as Honor Flight of-
ficials refer to them, are taking off around the country. 
The non-profit organization has chapters in Birmingham, 
Huntsville and Prattville. This year, they have been 
joined by newly-formed chapters in Mobile, Covington 
County, Etowah County and the Wiregrass region of 
southeast Alabama. Since 2006, the organization has 
grown from two chapters to 72. 

If you have the opportunity to get involved with the 
Honor Flight in your area, I encourage you to do so. It 
will be the most rewarding experience of your life.

I am so grateful and honored to have been chosen to 
participate in the Honor Flight program. I will treasure 
the memories of this trip for the rest of my life. My only 
regret is that my grandfather could not have been with 
me to see the memorial built in his honor. However, in 
my heart, Granddaddy was with me throughout the trip.

As I reflect on my grandfather’s military service 
and the service of countless others, I want to remember 
them, and the men and women of today, as a group of en-
during heroes committed to providing us with enduring 
freedom. God bless America and the men and women who 
serve her.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of  

Communications and Marketing
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“The World’s Largest Peanut 
Boil” is held annually on Labor Day 
weekend in Luverne. Tons of pea-
nuts are boiled and bagged by the 
Crenshaw County Shrine Club during 
the event, which began in 1970.

The event is located on Highway 
331 at the intersection of 331 and 10, across from Hook’s BBQ.

All proceeds from the annual peanut boil go to the Crenshaw County 
Shrine Club’s General Fund. 

See Page 11 for more details.
(Photos courtesy of Regina Grayson, The Luverne Journal)
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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In My Opinion

I want to thank the Alabama Con-
gressional delegation for their 
support of our concerns regard-

ing the climate change legislation in 
Washington. As you have seen from 
my recent columns, I have expressed 
opposition to unreasonable propos-
als, which I believe will increase your 
electricity bill in a significant way. 

There must be a balance in our country’s approach to this 
issue and I am confident Alabama’s Members of Congress 
will oppose legislation that unfairly treats Alabama 
consumers.  

The outcome of the climate change congressional 
debate is uncertain; however the possibility of increased 
electric costs is a real possibility. As a result, we have 
encouraged you to take advantage of the current stimu-
lus programs as it relates to weatherizing your home. To 
weatherize your home is to reduce your electric usage 
and to reduce your electric bill and can possibly help you 
to face the likely increased costs.

In the last issue of Alabama Cur-
rents, we included information about 
Alabama’s Weatherization Assistance 
Program and how this program can 
help low-income families in Alabama 
improve the energy efficiency of 
their homes and reduce their energy 
costs.

Under the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (economic 

stimulus bill), weatherization assistance programs 
throughout the nation have seen increased dollars for 
home weatherization efforts. That’s good news for poten-
tially thousands of low-income families in Alabama. The 
emphasis of the program – to make 2.5 million low-to-
moderate income homes across the nation more energy 
efficient.

In the program, the amount that can be spent on 
each home increased from $2,500 to $6,500, to allow more 
comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be imple-
mented. The program is available for families making 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level or about 
$44,000 a year for a family of four.

The federally-funded program uses skilled techni-
cians to conduct energy audits to determine which 
energy efficiency measures are most appropriate and 
cost-effective for each home. Typically, measures include 
installing attic and wall insulation, reducing air infiltra-

tion, performing tune-ups and repairs to heating and 
cooling systems, repairing ductwork, replacing appli-
ances to improve efficiency and safety, and replacing the 
incandescent lighting with compact fluorescent bulbs.

By promoting energy efficiency and weatherization 
programs to insulate homes and save money, families can 
cut their energy bills.

We have also provided you with information on 
how you can take advantage of federal tax credits for 
energy-efficiency improvements. The new stimulus bill 
has made significant changes to the energy efficiency 
tax credits. These changes apply to products “placed in 
service” in 2009.  Read Page 6 for more information on 
these tax credits.

Another way in which 
you can manage your home 
energy use and costs is to 
take advantage of Energy 
Depot® for Homes, a one-
stop shop of online resourc-
es and tools. Energy Depot 
is available at your public power system’s web site and 
allows you to analyze your energy bill and how energy is 
used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analysis tools, Energy 
Depot uses your actual bill and breaks out how energy is 
used within your home. The profile also gives you specific 
suggestions on how you can improve energy efficiency 
and use.

To learn more about Energy Depot, visit your public 
power system web site, or go to www.amea.com, En-
ergy Depot, and use the drop-down menu to select your 
utility. We have also highlighted the benefits of Energy 
Depot in this issue of Alabama Currents on Page 5.

Intensifying our efforts in energy efficiency gives 
you, the consumer, the tools you can use to offset some 
of these potential increases in your electric bill.

Let’s encourage each other to weatherize our homes 
and be ready for whatever the future holds.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
  AMEA President & CEO
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By Doug Rye

Yes, I know it’s hot and I 
also know that your util-
ity bill is higher now than 

it was in the spring. It happens 
that way every year.

On May 16, I received a call 
from a fellow by the name of 
Bob McMillan in Walnut Ridge, 
Arkansas. He said, “Doug, I just 
wanted to call and say thank you 
for your help. We have now been in our new house for just 
over a year. We used all of your energy suggestions and we 
have metered our geothermal heating and cooling system 
separately so that we know exactly what it costs to heat 
and cool our house. The average monthly cost is $38.21 for 
the first year. Doug, you are our hero.” Well, as you can 
imagine, I love to get those types of calls.

Folks, I checked my records and found that the house 
was 2,943 square feet and my written guarantee was $77 
average per month. My records also show that I have 
guaranteed the average heating and cooling cost on 336 
houses built to my common sense energy standards. Not 
one family has ever told me that the house did not per-
form just like or better than my guarantee. It works every 
time, which brings us to the question: Why would anyone 
build a new house any other way? I don’t have an answer 
to that question. I just know that it is difficult for adults 
to change.

While the economy has reduced the numbers, there 
are still new homes to be built. Why not build them with 
the following advantages?

Better comfort (happy wife);
•	 Lower utility bills (happy husband);
•	 More fire resistant (everyone happy);
•	 Fewer insects in house (ditto);
•	 Better sound-proofing (children happy);
•	  Green construction and environmentally friendly 

(country happy).
I spend part of every day teaching folks how to build 

their house to the Doug Rye standards and I would be 
happy to help you. Just call me, (501) 653-7931, when you 
are ready. Believe me when I say that your electric utility 
does not want you to have high utility bills.

See you in September when we can look forward to 
cooler days.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency in-
formation and tips to help customers maximize their energy 
dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 
653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

Build a new home with energy- 
efficient advantages

Your monthly energy bill is impacted by issues 
such as fuel costs, climate change, and Clean Air 
congressional mandates. These challenges will 

affect your energy bill well into the future. That’s why 
your public power system is always looking for new ways 
to help you maximize your energy dollars.

Energy Depot® for Homes is a one-stop shop of online 
resources and tools to help you better understand and 
manage your home energy use and costs.

Energy Depot is available at your public power 
system’s web site located and allows you to analyze your 
energy bill and how energy is used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analysis tools, Energy 
Depot uses your actual bill and breaks out how energy 
is used within your home. The profile also gives you 
specific suggestions on how you can improve energy ef-
ficiency and use.

You can use Energy Depot to: complete a do-it-
yourself home energy audit and receive a report online; 
quickly estimate the annual energy use and cost of home 
energy systems and appliances; receive a personalized 
energy profile with an estimate of your energy costs 
for each home energy system/appliance; learn specific 
things you can do to reduce energy usage and how much 
you can save; compare your heating and cooling systems 
or water heater to a range of new system; learn how soon 
you can pay for a new more efficient heating or cooling 
system or water heater through lower energy bills; use 
the Energy Library to answer your energy questions; get 
answers to the most frequently asked questions regard-
ing home energy use; and much more.

After answering some multiple-choice questions and 
entering some information, you receive a personalized 
report detailing their month-to-month energy usage in 
terms of dollars and energy units, as well as an analysis 
of the cost of individual appliances over a year’s time. 
The Energy Depot web site also features an extensive 
Energy Library and set of Frequently Asked Questions on 
energy use in the home, ranging from insulation levels 
and venting, to home appliances and energy standards.  
Your public power system’s Energy Advisor will even 
answer specific questions through the site.

For more information on Energy Depot, contact your 
public power system, or go to www.amea.com, Energy 
Depot. Use the drop-down menu to select your utility.

Click your 
way to energy 
savings with 
Energy 
Depot®  
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Federal tax credits to consumers 
can pay for 30 percent of cost 
of energy efficiency measures.

Consumers who want to save en-
ergy by adding insulation, reflective 
roofing or installing more energy-
efficient windows, doors or heating 
systems, can get the federal govern-
ment to pay for 30 percent of these 
home improvements via a federal tax 
credit authorized by the stimulus bill 
passed by Congress earlier this year. 

Consumers can receive a tax 
credit of up to $1,500 for efficiency 
improvements made this year and 
next year. That means a household 
that makes $5,000 worth of energy 
efficiency improvements by the end 
of 2010 can get the maximum tax 
credit of $1,500, or 30 percent of the 
cost. 

Some equipment — notably 
solar panels and other home energy 
systems that use renewable energy 
— qualifies for the same tax credit, 
but with no upper limit.  People who 
install solar water heaters, solar 
panels, geothermal heat pumps, small 
wind systems or fuel cells are eligible 

for a federal tax credit that will cover 
30% of the cost of these systems. The 
systems must be in place by 2016. 

For the following types of proj-
ects, the installation costs, as well as 
the cost of the equipment, are cov-
ered by the tax credit: HVAC systems, 
biomass stoves, water heaters, solar 
panels, heat pumps, wind energy 
systems, and fuel cells. 

Tax credits of between $2,500 and 
$7,500 are available for plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles. Tax credits also are 
available for hybrid vehicles, for both 
personal use and for business use. 

Home builders are eligible for a 
$2,000 tax credit for a new energy-
efficient home. A tax deduction of up 
to $1.80 per square foot is available 
to owners or designers of new or ex-
isting commercial buildings that save 
at least 50 percent of the heating 
and cooling energy of a building that 
meets ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2001. 

More information about the tax 
credits is available from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
ENERGY STAR® Program, www.energy-
star.gov.

Federal tax 
credits to 

consumers
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Does your tree have a “cat face?”
By Jan Gunter
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Like most communities in this part of Alabama, 
Opelika experienced a rash of rainy weather and 
severe thunderstorms during the month of May. 

This onslaught of weather wreaked havoc on the trees 
throughout the community, bringing some down over 
power lines and knocking the power out in several areas 
of Opelika more than once.

One such thunderstorm brought a tall pine tree down 
in my own yard. My husband and I considered ourselves 
fortunate, though, because another equally tall, seem-
ingly sturdy pine tree blocked the fall of the demised 
tree that would surely have brought down the power 
lines that fed to our home from the main lines on our 
street. Turns out, though, we weren’t that lucky; less 
than a week later, before we could get the tree service 
out to our home to remove the tree, the pine tree holding 
up the felled tree collapsed and both trees came crash-
ing down across the power lines and straight onto the 
roof of our home. The power of that collapse shifted not 
one – but two – utility poles, causing them to lean at odd 
angles (most likely because the ground supporting them 
was so soggy and wet). And, because both of us were at 
work the day this happened, the first we knew of the 
disaster was when we arrived home a little after 5 p.m. 
on a Friday.

We called Opelika Light 
& Power Department, which 
responded quickly. They 
assessed the damage before 
getting busy to “right” the 
situation.  They had to haul 
out the big truck, secure the 
lines leading to the home, and begin the arduous task 
of removing the trees from the area of the power lines – 
all before they could even begin to restore the lines and 
poles to their proper positions.

The entire process took more than two hours to ac-
complish. I felt terrible. Not only because I work with 
these guys – and know that they had already put in a 
long day on the job – but because I learned that this 
whole incident could have been avoided, had I known 
about what to look for and do with the trees in my yard 
that pose a threat to power lines and my home because 
of their condition and had done something about them 
before this incident occurred.

As it turns out, the culprit problem with both pine 
trees that fell was a weakness in the trunks. Weak places 
on pine trees are easily recognizable – even by those of 
us who aren’t tree experts. I liken the look to a circular 
or V-shaped ripple in the trunk of the tree. Over time, 

the tree can begin to lean ever so slightly above this 
ripple, but not always.

The official name of this weak area is called “cat 
face”.  And, what you can’t see (until the tree falls over) 
is that the fiber of the tree beneath these outward areas 
has turned to pulp and no longer supports the tree.

The history behind this term dates back to the tur-
pentine industry. The term refers to a V-shaped carving 
made into the wood of the pine tree used to gather pine 
gum to create a variety of chemicals such as turpentine 
and rosin. The pine gum would ooze down into small clay 
pots nailed to the tree right below the scar.  

This industry has phased out in the United States, 
but you can still see the scars today. Sometimes these 
scars are caused by lightning strikes that can open up 
wounds on trees.  Whatever the cause, the important 
thing to remember is that anytime a tree is wounded 

it makes it susceptible to 
disease and insects. This 
then leads to rot and decay 
and eventually can lead to 
death of the tree.  Basically 
it weakens the structure of 
the tree and makes it haz-
ardous. (A hazardous tree is 

defined as any tree with the ability to strike any target 
if it falls:  a house, car or electrical wiring)

Every home owner should make periodic checks of 
the trees on their property, paying close attention to 
those trees that are near power lines, cable lines, and 
your home, which might cause damage should they fall. 
If you notice a tree in your yard with one of these “cat 
face” markings on it – even if it still stands straight and 
tall – you should seriously consider having it removed for 
the protection of your property. Now that the hurricane 
season is upon us, this becomes especially important.

We know that power outages and damage to prop-
erty can be caused by several different factors – some of 
which remain out of our control (hurricanes, tornadoes, 
squirrels and snakes taking out transformers, and other 
“acts of nature”).  If homeowners work to eliminate po-
tentially hazardous trees, we can have fewer power lines 
down and mitigate the damages to our homes.

cat face n. aberrant surface features or an irregular 
appearance on fruit, vegetables, or trees, especially 
when caused by healthy tissue growing over damage.
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Remember when you were a 
child and you could not wait 
for summer? Of course, it 

didn’t take you long before you were 
bored and looking for something fun 
to do. Alexander City Parks and Rec-
reation has a solution to that summer 
boredom. It’s called the Alexander 
City Parks and Recreation Summer 
Day Camp Program. Day Camp puts 
an end to that summer boredom and 
gives children a summer full of fun 
and memories to last a lifetime.

This program is open to school-
aged children, ranging from 5-12 
years of age. Summer Day Camp is 
located at the Charles E. Bailey Sport-
plex Gym. 

For the past five years, this 
program has provided a safe and fun 
environment for children. Day Camp 
Supervisor Jennifer Baker does a 
great job providing the children with 
fun and exciting activities to do all 
summer. With such a variety of ac-
tivities to choose from, your child is 
sure find one to suit his/her interest. 

Summer is not complete without 
swimming, and at day camp, children 
will get to swim every week. While 
taking a day off from swimming, your 
child has the opportunity to make 
a strike while bowling or test their 
skating skills. Or maybe your child is 
a “movie buff”? Day Camp often takes 

a trip to the local movie theater. They 
also take trips to the library. But the 
fun doesn’t stop here. Special field 
trips are also planned throughout the 
summer. 

In the past, Day Camp has taken 
trips to the Georgia Aquarium, Ala-
bama Adventures, and cheered on the 
Montgomery Biscuits. This summer, 
they have already taken a Riverboat 
Cruise, visited the animals at the zoo, 
and attended an Atlanta Braves game. 
With school still out and Day Camp 
open, more fun trips are on the way.

If your child is already bored 
with summer, why not try ACPR Sum-
mer Day Camp program? Your child 
will thank you for it.

Alexander City 
Parks and Rec offers 

a summer of fun
By Tracy Kendrick

Day Camp is open Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. until 5:15 
p.m. Summer Day camp is an action-
packed, fun-filled way for your child 
to enjoy summer. Let summer bore-
dom end and a summer full of fun 
begin.
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The City of Fairhope 
offered a tour of an 
electric substation 

on May 20, as part of its 
celebration of 2009 Pub-
lic Works Week. Electric 
Superintendent Scott Sligh 
explained the role the sub-
stations play in how elec-
tricity gets from a power 
station to your home. 

“A power plant can be 
hundreds of miles away, 
and the electricity that 
leaves the power plant is 

much higher voltage than what we use in our homes. 
Think of it like water pressure – it takes an extra push to 
get the electricity from there to here.”

Sligh said that electricity enters the substation 
at 46,000 volts and is transformed into 12,500 volts. 
The small transformer on a power pole near your home 
(within 300 feet) further reduces the electricity to 240 
volts, which is what we use in our homes. 

“Automatic voltage regulators, which work according 
to parameters we program into them, make incremental 
adjustments as conditions change,” said Slight. “Also, 
the power plants can adjust the amount of electricity it 
produces based on anticipated need.” 

On the tour, Sligh highlighted the difference be-
tween old and new technology, showing off new comput-
erized breakers that provide information on any electric 
interruption, when it occurred, what caused it, and where 
it happened. 

He also explained how the power lines protect 
themselves when a problem such as a limb on the line is 
detected, by cycling on and off – first for a half second, 
then 5 seconds, and then 30 seconds.

“If your lights flick off for a short time and come 
right back on, maybe a branch fell on a line, and then 
dropped to the ground. The danger to the line is over, so 
the power resumes.” 

There are five electric substations in Fairhope, each 
capable of serving between 700 to 3,000 homes or busi-
nesses. 

For information on the City of Fairhope electric sys-
tem or public works, call (251) 928-8003.

Fairhope Public Utilities Electric Superintendent Scott Sligh recently 
attended Senior Night at Fairhope High School to present the 2009 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) Scholarships to three 
Fairhope High School Seniors. Pictured accepting their scholarships are 
Alex Thomas, Megan McRae and Hillary Street.

Pictured is Fairhope Public Utilities Electric Superintendent Scott Sligh (left) 
at the electric substation and Public Works employee Paul Merchant (right) 
giving tours at one of Fairhope’s nine greenhouses during Public Works Week 
in Fairhope.

Fairhope 2009 AMEA Scholarship winners

Fairhope Electric Department participates in city tours  
during Public Works Week

By Sherry Sullivan
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LaFayette Day brings 
record crowd  
to downtown
By Chris Busby,  

The LaFayette Sun

It wasn’t a typical Saturday on 
the square in downtown La-
Fayette. Under clear blue skies, 

hundreds of people ascended on the 
town to take part in the 12th annual 
celebration of LaFayette Day for Val-
ley Haven in April. 

The event serves as a major 
fundraising portion of Valley Haven’s 
Hike/Bike/Run (H/B/R) campaign, 
and allows the citizens of LaFayette 
and surrounding areas the chance 
to give back to the school and enjoy 
a day of fun and fellowship on the 
square. 

Two other events of H/B/R coin-
cided with LaFayette Day this year; 
the annual motorcycle ride took place 
on Saturday, April 18. It began at 
the Alabama/Georgia state line and 
culminated with a grand entrance at 
LaFayette Day. 

The long line of 75 riders, a 
record number, came rumbling into 
the square just before noon and was 
greeted with great enthusiasm by the 
large crowd in attendance. 

Also, on Saturday morning the 
horse trail ride was held at the Sand-
ers’ farm north of LaFayette; 23 rid-
ers took part in this event. 

As for LaFayette Day itself, it was 
a resounding success. Event organiz-
ers estimated that this year’s crowd 
may have been the largest to date. 

It was one of the most diverse 
and abundant years for food and 
craft vendors as well. We all had the 
difficult decision of whether to eat 
barbecue sandwiches, polish dogs, 
hamburgers, turkey legs, or ribs for 

lunch. And then there was the lure of 
the freshly made funnel cakes, cook-
ies, and snow cones. It is clear that 
LaFayette Day is rapidly becoming 
an event that showcases the best of 
southern food.  

Other vendors made their mark 
as well, keeping the crowd’s interest 
with goods ranging from homemade 
soap to massages. 

Throughout the day, there were 
long lines at all the kid’s events, 
which included slides, train rides, 
horse drawn carriage rides, basketball 
and baseball games, a go-fish booth, 
and much more. 

Those are just a few of the major 
draws on Saturday. The car show 
was once again successful, with 
First Street lined on both sides with 
modern and antique cars on display 
for the public. The stage was occu-
pied throughout with a wide range 
of musical and entertainment acts. 
All the acts performed well, keeping 
the seats in front of the stage full 
throughout the day. 

A new booth was set up for this 
year’s event. Valley Haven School had 
an information booth that included 
a video that described the school’s 
purpose. For those who didn’t have 
a chance to see the booth, or if you 
wish to learn more about Valley 

Haven and ways to become involved 
please contact the school at (334) 
756-2868.

As for the main purpose of the 
day, raising funds for Valley Haven, 
LaFayette Day Co-Chair Craig Brown 
proclaimed it a successful day.

“It was a great day for Valley 
Haven and LaFayette,” said Brown. 
“I was pleased with the crowd and 
am grateful for all the participation 
we had this year. We were worried 
about Saturday due to the fact that 
there were so many other events hap-
pening, like the Sticks Concert and 
Auburn University’s A-Day Game, and 
because the economy is struggling. 
But people came and participated and 
had a great time for a great cause.” 

Brown and Co-Chair Lynn Oliver 
both echoed their appreciation to 
those who helped, including Mayor 
Matt Hurst, Sheriff Sid Lockhart, 
LaFayette Public Safety Director 
Kenny Vines, the LaFayette fire and 
police departments, Greg Nichols and 
the Boy Scouts, all the food and craft 
vendors, the entertainers, the local 
supporting businesses and sponsors, 
the LaFayette Day committee mem-
bers, and anyone else who helped 
make LaFayette Day such a success.  

Next year’s event is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 10, 2010.
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City embraces tobacco/
smoke-free workplace

By Jennie Gunnells

Lanett’s Mayor and City Council 
recently passed a tobacco/
smoke-free workplace resolu-

tion. In an effort to encourage and 
help employees who use tobacco 
products to work toward cutting back 
or quitting, the resolution will be 
implemented Dec. 1. 

“We care about our employees 
and want them to have all the infor-
mation and help that is available,” 
said Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley.

Susan R. Atlman, MPH, Local 
Support Coordinator at the Alabama 
Department of Public Health, recom-
mended Adrian Carpenter, At-Risk 
Youth-Tobacco Prevention Coordi-
nator, Valley Circle of Care, to help 
the City provide information to its 
employees about tobacco cessation.  

Atlman and Carpenter have 
provided the city with literature 
and handouts on tobacco cessation.  
Resources include free counseling, 
patches, and a toll-free help line. 

On May 29, Carpenter presented 
a 30-minute program to Lanett’s 
newly-formed Safety Committee, 
which is composed of a representa-
tive employee from each department. 
Carpenter had a “statistics stick” 
made of PVC pipe that he used to 
show national death statistics. Safety 
Committee employees were able to 
gather information and handouts for 
their departments from the presenta-
tion. Tobacco cessation information 
has also been placed in the City Hall 
lobby.    

The Mayor, City Council and 
department heads wish to assist 
employees in making the transition 
to a tobacco/smoke-free workplace as 
easy and painless as possible. 

“We look forward to being a 
cleaner, healthier workplace,” said 
Crawley.

Luverne gears up for annual
“World’s Largest Peanut Boil”
By Regina Grayson, The Luverne Journal

The Crenshaw County Shrine Club is once again gearing up for another 
Labor Day weekend of making customers happy for the annual “World’s 
Largest Peanut Boil” in Luverne.

The Shriners, who used to harvest their peanuts locally for several years, 
now get them from Holland Farms in Jay, FL. Last year, over 14 tons of peanuts 
were brought in on the Wednesday afternoon before Labor Day, and both Shri-
ners and their many volunteers alike began the boilings that evening.

Last year, about 40 volunteers came out — people the Shriners have always 
been able to depend on to help bag and sell the peanuts — in short, to do any-
thing that’s needed throughout the weekend.

And since the Shriners will still be cooking on Labor Day, they are able to 
sell the coveted bags of tasty goobers to passersby along South Forest Avenue 
in downtown Luverne Sunday and Monday, a welcome and familiar sight for 
residents and travelers alike.

Each bag of peanuts weighs in at 40 pounds. With each of the 18 pots 
holding 40 pounds of peanuts, and three pounds of salt being used per pot, a 
customer can expect to have some of the best tasting hot goobers in about two 
and a half hours “after a boiling.”

Peanut boil volunteers are always welcome. Simply ask any Shriner at the 
peanut boil for information about volunteering.

The Shrine Club’s annual parade is scheduled for Saturday, beginning at 11 
a.m.

There is no entry fee for the parade, and lineup will begin around 10:15 
a.m. at the old armory in Luverne. The parade will take its usual route from the 
old armory, turning onto South Forest Avenue and again on 6th Street before 
heading back to the armory.

“The World’s Largest Peanut Boil” is located on Highway 331 at the intersec-
tion of 331 and 10, across from Hook’s BBQ.

All proceeds from the annual event go to the Crenshaw County Shrine 
Club’s General Fund. The Shrine Club pulled in about $22,000 in profits last 
year. 
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Excellent customer service is goal of SUB
By Darol Russell

The Utilities Board of the City of Sylacauga (SUB) is very interested in our 
customers’ perception of our service and employees. 

As with any service related industry, customers expect to be treated 
with respect and dignity. Wherever we go, and customer service is required, we 
all appreciate the employee treating us as if we are important to them. This is 
reflected in their attitude, communication skills and service.

Excellent customer service skills do not come naturally to most employees. 
Additional training is needed to supply the needed skills that employees can use 
on a daily basis to insure excellent customer service. 

During the week of May 18, SUB held classes off site at the B. B. Comer 
Memorial Library. All employees, including those who do not frequently interact 
with our customers on a daily basis, were required to attend. 

The classes presented current methods and skills related to interaction in 
human behavior such as settling disputes, conflicts, misunderstandings, and 
non verbal communication. Other instruction pertaining to aggressive behavior, 
role confusion, stereotyping, and manipulation were addressed. 

Highly stressed was the need to listen closely to the customer. Many times 
the problem can be resolved if good communication skills are used and appro-
priate questions are asked. Also taking a personal approach to our customers 
needs will result in a satisfied customer. How is this done? A personal approach 
requires maintaining good eye contact, taking good notes as you listen, using 
the customer’s name, confirming details, taking responsibility as appropriate, 
apologize, and mean it, as well as keeping promises. 

Employee interaction is also very important. How employees treat each 
other contributes greatly to excellent customer service. Maintaining a unified 
team takes extra effort by all, but brings superior results. Acknowledging the 
employee’s achievements, belonging, and contribution is crucial to having a uni-
fied team.

The results of a recent customer satisfaction survey, which was facilitated 
by the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority, were used effectively during the 
classes to inform our staff on how they are perceived by our customers. The re-
sults helped in identifying areas where improvement is needed and those areas 
where we excel. 

The class was presented by Employee Assistance Services. 
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SUB training class hosted by B. B. Comer Memorial Public Library.

Special Memorial 
Day ceremony held  

in Piedmont
By Ben Singleton

The Piedmont DAV, E. J. 
Kirkpatrick Chapter 21, 
held a special Memorial Day 

ceremony, May 25, at Piedmont’s 
Veterans Memorial Park. Mike Tyree 
and Troy Steed were chairman and 
co-chairman of the ceremony. The 
park was beautifully decorated with 
over 50 flags lining the walking 
track; each of them representing 
a Piedmont service man or woman 
who was killed in action.

Lagita Smart, Darlene Goss, and 
Henry Puckett spoke at the cere-
mony of a family member that they 
had lost while in active service and 
how it has affected their life. Pied-
mont Elementary School’s Patriots 
held a memory march around the 
track with the American flag along 
with other flags representing mili-
tary branches of service. Music was 
provided by Jimmy Marshall and 
Rick Glover.  Following the ceremo-
ny, food was provided for every-
one and it was sponsored by State 
Representative Lea Fite, American 
Legion Post 98, and the DAV.  

The men and women of our 
armed services have put their lives 
into harms way for us so that we 
can enjoy the freedoms we do to-
day, and we thank them for that.              
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established to honor and recognize Bob Davis for his many 
years of faithful service to Riviera Utilities. The scholar-
ship is designed to award a Foley High student who is 
entering a technical field and is a Riviera customer.

Simpkins will be entering school at Mississippi College 
in Clinton, MS, a suburb of Jackson. 

“I am honored to receive this award and my thanks to 
Mr. Davis, for whom this award is named for,” said Simp-
kins. “It really helps my ability to go to school and it will 
supplement the academic scholarship I have. I am really 
thankful.”

Simpkins indicated that he wants to pursue a job with 
Nissan when he graduates from college. “I want to work 
for Nissan and help them design faster and more efficient 
ways to manufacture Nissan automobiles,” said Simpkins.

Simpkins has already been to Japan and is studying 
the language. Simpkins is a member of the Mobile MISCA 
Club, which stands for the Mobile International Sister City 
Association. The sister city is Ichihara, Japan. Simpkins 
has visited and has been learning the Japanese culture.  

“I think it is a wonderful thing when a student has 
knowledge about what they want to do with their life and 
career at such a young age,” said Bob Davis. “We certainly 
hope that Dakota will be able to live out his dream. I’m 
also thankful to be able to have this scholarship that is 
supported by Riviera Utilities to award to Dakota and help 
him, in some way, reach his dream. We wish him all the 
best in his search for knowledge.”

Bob Davis (L), retired Riviera Utilities Board Member, and Mike Dugger 
(R), General Manager, are shown congratulating Dakota Simpkins on his 
selection for the Davis Scholarship. 

David Horton, Riviera Utilities Superintendent of 
Public Affairs, recently presented scholarship cer-
tificates to local recipients of the Riviera Utilities/

Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) Scholar-
ships. 

“We are proud to be able to award these scholarships 
to some of our finest students,” said Horton. “The scholar-
ships are intended to encourage academic achievement by 
students within AMEA’s member cities. Economic devel-
opment for the state and for AMEA member cities now 
requires an educated work force with the ability to handle 
the high-tech requirements of modern businesses and 
industry. By making scholarships available to students 
within our service area, we are assisting our own children 
to obtain higher education. It is our desire to assist them 
in preparing for the challenging career requirements in 
their future.”

The recipients of this year’s RU/AMEA scholarships 
are Kelsey Smith, Spanish Fort High School; Holli Huval, 
Robertsdale High School; and Jaclyn Morelock, Foley High 
School.

Each student received $2,500 to assist with tuition 
and fees required at any two-year or four-year college or 
university in Alabama. A recipient must be a dependent 
of a family that receives electrical service from Riviera 
Utilities.  

“Riviera Utilities General Manager and our Board of 
Directors are very proud to be able to assist in the scholas-
tic development of local student leaders,” Horton added. 
“It is our hope that these students will gain a great educa-
tion and be able to come back and work here at home. We 
wish them well and will be watching them as they work 
their way through school.”

On May 23, Riviera Utilities also presented the Robert 
M. (Bob) Davis Scholarship to Dakota James Simpkins of 
Foley High School. The Robert M. Davis Scholarship was 

David Horton, Superintendent of Public Affairs, is shown with the 
recipients of the Riviera Utilities/AMEA Scholarship. Recipients are (L to R) 
Kelsey Smith, Jaclyn Morelock, and Holli Huval.

Students receive  
Riviera Utilities/AMEA Scholarships 

and the  
Robert M. (Bob) Davis Scholarship

By David Horton
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Although the Tuskegee National Forest is the small-
est national forest in America, it is no way to be 
discounted.

Tuskegee National Forest offers everything a nature 
enthusiast would love, only on a smaller scale. The forest 
originally was robbed of its fertility due to soil erosion 
during the 1930s and was redeveloped with Dr. Robert 
R. Moton, President of Tuskegee Institute, who met with 
federal officials for developing a “Planned Land Utiliza-
tion Project” in Macon County. From that meeting, in 
1935, came the Tuskegee Land Utilization Project, later to 
become the Tuskegee National Forest.

According to Jorge Hersel, District Ranger, Tuske-
gee District National Forests in Alabama, “We have over 
11,252 acres of natural woodland habitat for those who 
want to enjoy the outdoors and what it has to offer.”

“The park offers picnicking, primitive camping (ex-
cept during gun-deer season), hunting during Alabama’s 
restricted game season, bird watching, hiking, cycling 
and horseback trails. There is some limited fishing due to 
the two small ponds it offers,” said Hersel.

The park offers three trails. The Bartram National 
Recreation Trail is named in recognition of William Bar-
tram, the nation’s first naturalist who travelled the area 
in the 1700s and is 8.6 miles and excellent for hiking to 

see the natural flora and fauna of the trail. The Bold Des-
tiny/Bedford V. Cash Memorial Trail is a newly- developed 
horse and hiking trail and is 14 miles long. The Tsinia 
Wildlife Viewing Area has a self-guided viewing trail that 
offers interpretive information about the surrounding 
area.

Hersel cautioned all park visitors to prepare them-
selves against the elements and the normal insects and 
pests.

For those interested in preparing for hunting, the 
Uchee Firing Range allows park visitors distances of up 
to 100 yards. Unless at the range, firearms can only be 
used in the park during Alabama Hunting Guide Season 
for turkey, quail, deer, rabbit, and other common game 
animals.

The Tuskegee National Forest will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary this year with a host of planned events to 
include:

•	 July 16 – Evening Education Program
•	 September 25 and 26 – 50th Celebration
•	 October 24 - Historic Hike on Bartram Trail

Get acquainted with  
the Tuskegee National Forest
By Suzette Jelinek
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Jorge Hersel, forest manager
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Places to Go and Things to Do
Alexander City
July 1-31. ACPR Youth Sports. Youth Football and 

Cheerleader registration. For more information, call (256) 
329-6736.

July 4, Annual Fourth of July Boat Parade. Located at 
Kowaliga Marina on Lake Martin.

July 4, Annual 4th of July Blast Concert and Fireworks 
Show. Located at Lake Martin Amphitheater.

July 18, Alex City horse Riding Club. ACHRC at the Charles 
E. Bailey Sportsplex Riding Arena. For more information, 
call (256) 329-5187, or visit www.achrc.com.

July 25, Sea Ray AquaPalooza National Signature Event. 
Located on Lake Martin.

Alexander City Farmer’s Market. Saturdays, June through 
October. Local growers exhibit and sell their fruits, 
vegetables and plant. Located at the fountain on Broad 
Street. For more information, call MainStreet Alexander 
City, (256) 329-9227.

 Alex City horse Riding Club. Aug. 1, EAHA Youth Club 
Show; Aug. 8, ACHRC; Aug. 15, EAHA Youth Club Show; 
Aug. 22, ACHRC Climax Show. All shows at the Sportplex 
Arena. For more information, (256) 329-5187, or visit www.
achrc.com.

Aug. 15, 12th Annual MainStreet Alexander City Auction. 
Fundraiser benefiting MainStreet and the promotion of 
local events and historic downtown Alexander City. Evening 
begins at 6 p.m. with preview party, art show and silent 
auction. Followed by live auction. Tickets available at local 
businesses. Call (256) 329-9227 for more information.

ACPR 50+ Aquatic Exercise Classes. Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. or noon. Classes are free and available 
to those who are 50+. Stop by the Main Office at the 
Sportplex Gym to fill complete an application, or call (256) 
329-6736 for more information. Classes take place at the 
Russell Outdoor Pool Facility. Last day of classes will be 
Aug. 20. Aug. 21, Annual Pool Party, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Please 
call (256) 329-6736 if attending.

Aug. 22, 10th Annual “Muster on the tallapoosa” at 
Horseshoe Bend National Military Park. Activities begins 
at 9:30 a.m. Features various activities during the day 
including living history camps of the Creek and Cherokee 
Indians, as well as the Tennessee Militia. This is a free 
event. For more information, call (256) 234-7111.

Fairhope
Celebrate the Fourth of July in Fairhope with a concert 

by the Baldwin Pops Band beginning at 7 p.m. in Henry 
George Park (on the bluff) and a fireworks celebration at 
the Fairhope Municipal Pier at 9 p.m. For information, call 
(251) 929-1466.

Fairhope’s Outdoor Market is held every Thursday from now 
until July 9 from 4-6 p.m. The market is held in downtown 
Fairhope on Church Street. The outdoor market will offer 
local homegrown produce, fruit, flowers, herbs, honey and 
a variety of other products. There is also local bakeries and 
restaurants participating. The market provides a venue for 
local growers to offer their products to the community. For 
additional information, visit www.cofairhope.com, or call 
(251) 929-1466.

Foley
Aug. 6-8, 12th Annual Professional Rodeo, Foley Horse 

Arena. Admission:  $10 adult / $6 child (ages 4-12). Free 
for children under 4. The rodeo will feature some of the 
country’s top cowboys and cowgirls in exciting events like 
Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Bareback Riding, Calf Roping, 
Team Roping, Steer Wrestling, and Break Away Roping.  
Each night will also feature local specialty acts, children 
activities, and more.  All proceeds benefit the Jennifer 
Claire Moore Foundation, which directly helps the youth 
of Baldwin County through the Peer Helper Programs 
in eight local schools. For more information, visit www.
jennifermoorefoundation.com, or call contact (251) 975-
8877, or e-mail nursecall1@hotmail.com.

Aug. 7, 6 p.m., Chambers County Day of Prayer, east side 
of the County Courthouse Square, LaFayette. Free school 
supplies given to children who attend event.

LaFayette
Aug. 7, Day of Prayer for Chambers County, 6 p.m. CT/7 

p.m. ET, on the eastside of the Chambers County Courthouse 
square, (not on the Courthouse property), in LaFayette. Free 
school supplies will be provided at the end of the program 
to all children who participate. For more information, 
contact Diane Perry, (334) 864-9812.

Macon County
July 4, Fourth of July Celebration (tentative) at Lake 

Tuskegee.
Aug. 8, Cops and Kids Day, at the Old Shorter Elementary 

School in the Town of Shorter. Tri-County Lodge #52 will 
sponsor the event.

For information on the tuskegee Repertory theater, visit 
www.tuskegeerep.com for upcoming shows.

Opelika
Opelika Main Street Farmers Market. Each Tuesday in July 

and August from 3-6p.m. Along South Railroad Avenue. 
‘Buy Fresh, Buy Local’ and support your Alabama growers. 
For more information, call Opelika Main Street at (334) 745-
0466, or visit www.opelikamainstreet.org

July 17, Summer Celebration, 6-9 p.m. Along South Railroad 
Avenue and 8th Street. Bring your decorated bike, trike 
or wagon for the parade, which begins at 6:30 p.m. at 
the corner of Avenue A and South 8th Street. Shops open 
late. Activities for all. For more information, visit www.
opelikamainstreet.org

Sylacauga
B. B. Comer Museum will host a Folk Art Exhibit and VSA 

Creativity Traveling exhibit during the month of July. A 
reception will be held on the July 9 from 6:30 until 8 pm.

B. B. Comer Museum will host Brian White in a one man 
show in July. He will present a series of Biblical paintings. A 
reception will be held; the time will be announced later.

B. B. Comer Museum will host a Native American Exhibit 
during the month of August. Participants are invited to 
display their art. A reception with entertainment will be 
held on the Aug. 9 from 6:30 until 8 p.m. Entertainment 
will include an Indian dancer and a storyteller.

Aug. 7-9, tax Free holiday/Crazy Daze weekend.
Aug. 14, the J. Craig Smith Community Center will host a 

job fair from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Aug. 18, heritage South Bank will host an After Hours Coffee 

at B. B. Comer High School. The highlight will be a ribbon 
cutting for the school’s new Heritage South Bank branch. 
Time: TBA.
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You can use a 
portable gen-
erator to supply 

electricity to your appli-
ances if an emergency 
exists during a power 
outage. But if used 
improperly, they can 
kill you and the people, 
such as linemen, who 
are trying to restore 
power to your home.

Connecting a 
generator to the main 
electrical supply of your 
house requires the services of a qualified and certified 
electrician. And before installing the generator to your 
household, notify your public power system.

Determining wattage requirements 

Never exceed the rated capacity of your generator. 
Overloading can cause serious damage to the generator 
or appliances. Before operating a generator, list all of the 
appliances that are going to operate at the same time. 
Then determine the starting wattage requirements and 
the running wattage requirements. The starting load 
lasts only for a few seconds, but is very important when 
figuring your total wattage to be used. Your generator 
must be rated to handle the total wattage.

Wattage requirements vary with different brands of 
appliances. Be sure to check the name plate on the appli-
ances you plan to use. Always start your largest electric 
motor first, and then plug in other items one at a time.

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE

Seven-Step Plan to prevent generator accidents
1.  A qualified, licensed electrician must install a 

double-pole, double-throw transfer switch to con-
nect the generator to a building’s electrical system. 
This is required by the National Electrical Code. The 
connection must meet local ordinances. A minimum 
of 10-gauge wiring must be used.

2.  Make sure that the unit is connected to an appro-
priate electrical ground, in accordance with the 
National Electric Code. Follow instructions supplied 
with the generator.

3.  Operate the generator in a clean, dry, well ven-
tilated area. Make sure your hands are dry when 
operating.

4.  Inspect extension cords before use and replace with 
new if requires. Use proper size (wire gauge) cord 
set for the application. Follow instructions supplied 
with your unit. Always use electrically grounded 
cord sets.

5.  Turn the engine off and allow it to cool before add-
ing fuel. Make sure there’s a fire extinguisher in the 
immediate area that is certified to handle gasoline 
or fuel fires.

6.  Keep objects away from the unit during operation. 
Do not operate the unit in a confined area such as 
a garage, basement, storage shed, etc., which lack 
a steady exchange of air. Never operate a unit in a 
location occupied by humans or animals. Keep chil-
dren, pets and others away from where it’s operat-
ing.

7.  Never attempt to “speed up” the engine to obtain 
more performance. Both the output voltage and 
frequency will be thrown out of standard by this 
practice, endangering you and the attachments.

Think safety when operating a generator


