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Brothers 
Helping 
Brothers AMEA Members, like the City of Fairhope, 

come to the aid of their fellow electric  
cities following April 27 storms
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From the editor

The United States uses a lot of 
energy — nearly a million dollars 
worth each minute, 24 hours a 

day, every day of the year. With less than 
five percent of the world’s population, we 
consume about one fourth of the world’s 
energy resources. We are not alone. 
People in Asia and Europe also use a large 
amount of energy. 

The average American consumes six times more energy 
than the world average. Every time we fill up our cars or open 
our energy bills, we notice the cost of that energy. 

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) and 
its 11 Member cities (Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, 
LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Sylacauga and 
Tuskegee) encourage consumers to be “wise energy users” dur-
ing these challenging times in our industry.

Energy is more than numbers on a utility bill; it is the 
foundation of everything we do. All of us use energy every 
day — for transportation, cooking, heating and cooling rooms, 
manufacturing, lighting, and entertainment. We rely on energy 
to make our lives comfortable, productive and enjoyable. To 
maintain our quality of life, we must use our energy resources 
wisely. 

The choices we make about how we use energy — turning 
machines off when we’re not using them or choosing to buy 
energy-efficient appliances — impact our environment and our 

lives. There are many things we can do to use less energy and 
use it more wisely. These things involve energy conservation 
and energy efficiency. 

Households use about one-fifth of the total energy con-
sumed in the United States each year. The typical U.S. family 
spends almost $1,500 a year on utility bills. 

Much of this energy is not put to use. Heat pours out 
of homes through drafty doors and windows, and through 
ceilings and walls that aren’t insulated. Some appliances use 
energy 24 hours a day, even when they are turned off. Energy-
efficient improvements can make a home more comfortable 
and save money. 

A recent conversation with Luverne Mayor Joe Rex Sport 
demonstrated to me that energy-efficiency improvements can 
pay off in the long run. Mayor Sport shared with me some of 
the improvements he has made to his home in Luverne over 
the past several years, including replacing old incandescent 
light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), add-
ing insulation to his home, and weatherstripping doors and 
windows. He said he could definitely see a difference in his 
electric bill, as well as the comfort level of his home.

Remember, you have the power to control your energy 
usage and your utility bill. It’s all up to you.

 Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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When the call came for assistance in north Alabama following the April 27 
storms, AMEA Members, including the City of Fairhope, quickly responded. AMEA 
Members moved into hard hit areas of north Alabama to help with power restora-
tion efforts in the wake of deadly storms that moved through Alabama on that 
fateful day. 

The City of Fairhope sent an electric crew, trucks and supplies to Guntersville 
to help restore power to that city after the storms. Fairhope crew members worked 
on downed powerlines near Lake Guntersville. The crew consisted of employees 
Joe Ramos, Josh Hoover, Doug Brown, Joe Wolchina, Jimmy Cluster, Kevin Wad-
sworth, Murray Cameron, Conrad Havranek and Greg McCoy.

“Helping our fellow electric cities is part of who we are,” said Scott Sligh, Elec-
tric Superintendent, City of Fairhope. “This happens in times of disaster…brothers 
helping brothers. Electric cities throughout Alabama have a long tradition of work-
ing with member and neighboring utilities to help restore electricity in a timely and 
safe manner. And in times of trouble here in Fairhope, particularly during hurri-
cane season, we can count on these same utilities to come to our aid.” 

(Photos courtesy of Scott Sligh, City of Fairhope)
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  7 Safety News You Can Use

15 Places To Go – Things To Do

 2 How to read the Energyguide label

 6  Carbon Monoxide Safety



The public power network and 

the values that we stand for 

have shone brightly in the 

aftermath of the April 27 storms in 

Alabama. Public power once again 

responded to the call for help from 

storm-ravaged cities in north Alabama 

and joined the community in assist-

ing with relief efforts. Electric cities throughout Alabama 

have a long tradition of working with member and neigh-

boring utilities to help restore electricity in a timely and 

safe manner. This is public power at its best – brother 

helping brother.

I have been involved in storm assistance for over 20 

years and I have never seen a storm system like we saw 

on April 27. We have faced many hurricanes and even ice 

storms. But the tornado outbreak in Alabama was historic 

and deadly.

The terrifying, live-on-TV tornadoes, along with doz-

ens of other deadly storms across the state, made April 

27 the deadliest tornado day in Alabama since March 

21, 1932, and possibly one of the five deadliest tornado 

sprees in U.S. weather records. 

Through the coordinated efforts of Electric Cities of 

Alabama (ECA), a coalition of the state’s 36 municipally-

owned electric utilities, Alabama’s electric cities were 

quick to respond to calls for assistance shortly after 

the storms swept through north Alabama. In the hours 

after the storms, 16 electric cities in Alabama, including 

Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) Members, 
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in my opinion

were traveling to the effected areas of the state. Those 

areas included Athens, Cullman, Florence, Guntersville, 

Huntsville, Tarrant, Tuscumbia and Sheffield. Assistance 

also came to the aid of our brethren in north Alabama 

from electric utilities in Florida, Georgia, Indiana and 

Tennessee.

Although April 27 will go down in history as the 

deadliest tornado day in Alabama, the spirit of generosity 

has never waivered among Alabamians, and particularly, 

among your public power employees. In times of disas-

ter, your public power employees stand ready to assist, 

whether it’s through power restoration efforts, collecting 

non-perishable food items, clothing, water and money, 

donating blood, or volunteering their time. We thank 

them for their many efforts.

We are all saddened by the loss of life during this 

disaster. It reminds us how fast these events can occur 

and how life changes overnight.

We have witnessed outpourings of concern, love and 

generosity from across our great country since that fate-

ful day. The American spirit is alive and well. The deadly 

storms on April 27 remind us of our unity as a people. 

We must remember those who died and those who loved 

them. Our thoughts and prayers continue to go out to 

those who were impacted by this tragedy. May they find 

strength and comfort in these trying times.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
AMEA President & CEO

Public Power At Its Best –  

Brothers Helping Brothers
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Yep, and it happens every 
year. You are thinking 
that it couldn’t possibly 

have been this hot last year. 
And if your AC unit has gone 
out, you are thinking that it has 
never ever been this hot. 

We are somewhat spoiled, 
aren’t we? Did you know that 
most of the population of the 
United States was located in the Northeast before air condi-
tioning was available to the average American? I think that 
no Southern city was in the top 10, based on population, 
until AC became available. It was not because folks loved 
cold winters. They could heat their home and the summer 
was fairly mild. In the South it was hot and humid and both 
homes and businesses were miserable without some type of 
cooling. So the AC became available and the migration began 
to the Sun Belt. Cities like Atlanta, Houston, Dallas, and 
even Phoenix began to grow rapidly. As I have said so many 
times, thank God for electricity and AC.

Now let’s look at this a little closer. Generally speak-
ing, people prefer the sun and a milder climate. That is why 
many are willing to drive 12 hours in a loaded car with 
crying children to get to Gulf Shores for two or three days 
even in the summertime. We never drive North in the winter 
unless it is for a special occasion. 

It all relates to a subject that I have written about many 
times, that being the delta t [Dt]. The Dt is the difference 
between two temperatures and the larger the Dt, the bigger 
the problem with both comfort and the utility bill.

Let’s set the thermostat at 74 degrees in a house located 
in Minneapolis, MN. On a cold 10-degree day, the Dt is 64 
degrees, which means you could easily freeze outside, and 
it will take a lot of heat to keep the house at 74 degrees. You 
couldn’t possibly enjoy the outdoors unless you were dressed 
for winter sports.

Now let’s go to a similar house in Montgomery, AL. On 
a hot 100-degree day with the thermostat set at 74 degrees, 
the Dt is only 26 degrees, which is nearly 60 percent less Dt 
than the northern house. You can survive and even some-
what enjoy the outdoors on a 100-degree day if you have a 
little shade, maybe some breeze, don’t over exert, and have a 
glass of ice tea. 

I think that you understand that if you live in the far 
North you will likely have high utility bills in the winter 
but modest bills in the summer. If you live in the center or 
southern part of the country your summer and winter bills 
should be closer to the same amount. I say that I had rather 

live in the South, don’t you? And if our utility bills are rea-
sonable and our house is always comfortable, we are happy.

Well, as you have surely realized by now, comfort and 
utility bills are what this article is all about. I am always 
honored when I receive a good response from folks who have 
read these articles. Many of you have called me recently with 
questions or comments relating to the last three articles with 
particular interest in 3M window tinting and the Enerflex™ 
foil radiant barrier. I now have a reliable source for both of 
these products, so call me if you need my help. Now for more 
energy help.

Perhaps the largest “waster” of energy in a house in 
Alabama is leaky ductwork. If your ductwork is in the attic 
or crawlspace, it probably has significant leakage. Based on 
many years of testing, we have found that the average house 
has from 300 to 500 cubic feet per minute of air leakage 
when the heating or cooling system is running. This is the 
equivalent to almost 1 ton of cooling. In other words, if you 
have a 4-ton AC unit, it is actually delivering about 3 tons 
of cooling to the living space. The other 1 ton of cooling is 
leaking into the attic and then going to your yard through 
the attic vents. Now you wouldn’t allow 25 percent leakage 
in a water line, would you? I know that this is hard for you to 
believe, but it is absolutely true. In many cases the ductwork 
is totally disconnected, and nearly all of the ductwork is 
leaking at every joint. 

A close friend of mine who has attended many Doug 
Rye seminars and works for a utility company in northern 
Arkansas told me just last week that they have learned that 
ductwork leakage is just as bad as I had taught. They had 
purchased a new diagnostic tool that can blow theatrical 
smoke into the ductwork from inside the house. They could 
then look into the attic and see all the places where smoke 
was going into the attic through leaks in the ductwork. He 
said that you wouldn’t believe how many leaks there were 
and how fast the attic filled with smoke. 

I said sarcastically, “Really, you mean it’s just like I told 
you?” He was not offended and now understands the serious-
ness of ductwork leakage. This device may not be available 
to you yet, but you can turn your cooling system on, go into 
your attic, and look, listen, and feel for leaks in the duct-
work. You may be shocked at what you find, and sealing the 
ductwork is fairly simple. 

See you in September.           
Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King of 

Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’ Doug has helped 
thousands of homeowners save money on their power bills. He 
hosts the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk program, which has 
been on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug speaks annually at 
American Institute of Architects meetings to hundreds of other ar-
chitects on energy efficiency. He conducts over 150 energy-saving 
seminars per year all across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931, or www.dougrye.com.

Hot, hotter and hottest…. 
it is called Summer
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Your Source for SAFETY Information
NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169 www.nfpa.org/education 

Carbon

Often called the silent killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless, 
colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural 
gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the home, 
heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources of 
carbon monoxide.

FACTS
• A person can be poisoned 

by a small amount of CO 
over a longer period of 
time or by a large amount 
of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

• In 2005, U.S. fire 
departments responded to 
an estimated 61,100 non-
fire CO incidents in which 
carbon monoxide was 
found, or an average of 
seven calls per hour. 

!

!

KKK CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in 
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or 
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms 
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

KKK Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and 
mounting height.

KKK Choose a CO alarm that has the label of a recognized testing 
laboratory.

KKK Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to 
find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.

KKK Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according 
to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

KKK If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. 
If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire 
department.

KKK If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air 
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure 
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from 
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel.	

KKK		 If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage 
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other 
fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are 
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not 
covered with snow. 

KKK		 During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, 
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up.

KKK		 A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location 
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings.

KKK		 Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  

HOME
HEATING
EQUIPMENT
Have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys 
inspected by a professional 
every year before cold weather 
sets in. When using a fireplace, 
open the flue for adequate 
ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home. 

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide

SafetySafety
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Look up and around you
Things we see everyday can almost fade from view. In 

fact, recent studies have found that people’s minds likely 
ignore power lines because they have seen them so often they 
don’t even notice them anymore. But failure to notice high 
voltage power lines can be a deadly oversight. 

According to the U.S. Consumer and Product Safety Com-
mission, hundreds of consumer deaths occur each year from 
direct or indirect contact with power lines. Electrocution is 
also the second leading cause of death for utility and construc-
tion workers according to the National Institute of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health. 

Often when we undertake outdoor activities, we don’t 
even think about power lines. Taking a few moments to be-
come aware of your surroundings is a critical step to keeping 
yourself and your loved ones safe.

Safe Electricity encourages everyone to follow these guide-
lines:

•	 Look up and around you. Always be aware of the loca-
tion of power lines, particularly when using long metal 
tools like ladders, pool skimmers and pruning poles. 
Lower your long equipment when you are moving it. 
Carry ladders and other long items horizontally when-
ever possible.

•	 Be careful when working on or around your roof, 
installing rooftop antennas and satellite dishes, doing 
roof repair work or cleaning gutters. Never go up on 
the roof in bad weather. 

•	 Be especially careful when working near power lines 
attached to your house. Keep equipment and yourself at 
least 10 feet from lines. 

•	 Never trim trees near power lines – leave that to the 
professionals. Never use water or blower extensions to 
clean gutters near electric lines. Contact a professional 
maintenance contractor. 

•	 Never climb trees near power lines. Even if the power 
lines aren’t touching the tree, they could touch when 
more weight is added to the branch. 

•	 If your projects include digging, like building a deck 
or planting a tree, call your local underground utility 
locator before you begin. Never assume the location or 
depth of underground utility lines. This service is free, 
prevents the inconvenience of having utilities inter-
rupted, and can help you avoid serious injury. 

Another instance where people often come in contact 
with power lines is through vehicle crashes. In accidents that 
bring down power lines, our instincts tell us to flee danger. 
However, it’s almost always best to stay in your vehicle and 
wait for help.

If you must get out because of fire or another danger, 
jump clear of the vehicle without touching it and the ground 
at the same time. Then hop with feet together – don’t run or 
stride. Electricity spreads out through the ground in ripples, 
like a stone dropped in water. The voltage is highest in the 
ring closest to the vehicle and decreases with distance. Hop 
with feet together so that one foot won’t be in a higher voltage 
zone than another, which could make you a conductor for 
electricity.

If you come upon, or witness an accident involving 
toppled power poles and lines, don’t leave your vehicle to ap-
proach the accident scene. Often our inclination is to step in 
and help those in danger and offer assistance to the injured. 
However, in accidents involving power poles, the best thing 
you can do is call for help. Wait for trained assistance to arrive, 
or you could become an additional victim in need of rescue.

For additional safety tips and resources, visit www.safe-
electricity.org.
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Fairhope celebrates Fourth of July
By Sherry Sullivan
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Riviera Utilities
The City of Fairhope will host its annual Fourth of July Festival and 

Fireworks display again this year in Henry George Park and at the 
Fairhope Municipal Pier.  

The Baldwin Pops Band Independence Day Concert will begin at 7:30 
p.m. in Henry George Park. A variety of patriotic music will be played before 
and during the fireworks display. 

The Fairhope fireworks display, coordinated by the Fairhope Volun-
teer Fire Department, will begin at approximately 9 p.m. The north end of 
Fairhope Municipal Park will be open throughout the day and will remain 
open until parking is no longer available. The south end of the beachfront 
park and Knoll Park will be available to spectators

For additional information call (251) 929-1466. 
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Riviera Utilities
Riviera employees assist Cullman with recovery efforts

By David Horton

Downtown Cullman was directly hit by a tornado on April 27. 
Storms ripped through the county and the state, causing exten-
sive damage and several deaths. Devastation across the city left 

a lot of its residents without power as trees and power lines were strewn 
across roads and buildings were demolished or heavily damaged. 

When that happened, several cities throughout Alabama needed 
help and put in a call to Electric Cities of Alabama. Riviera Utilities re-
sponded to a call from Jonathan Hand, Executive Director, Electric Cit-
ies of Alabama, for assistance to Cullman, a sister city in north Alabama. 
Immediately, crews from Riviera made their way to Cullman to help 
rebuild that electric system which was severely damaged.

As the Riviera crews worked in Cullman, support from the home of-
fice was evident as multiple employees put together supplies that were donated by citizens and our friends at Dade Paper Company. 

“We saw a tremendous need for our crews and the people in the Cullman area when we found out that there was a shortage 
of supplies and food,” said Mike Dugger, General Manager, Riviera Utilities. “Our friends at Dade Paper came to the forefront and 
helped supply all kinds of paper products, cleaning supplies, water and many other amenities for our efforts. We really appreciated 
their help. Our community and employees bought food, baby items, food, cookies, and other staple items needed by the people 
devastated by the storm. We were trying to do all we could to help. Our employees met the challenge as we filled a 28-foot truck 
and delivered it to Cullman. I appreciate all of our employees’ efforts to help the storm victims in Cullman,” Dugger added.

Hand coordinated power restoration assistance to electric city members after the storms swept through north Alabama. 
“Riviera Utilities should be commended for giving their time and expertise to Cullman following this disaster,” said Hand. 

“This is what ECA is all about…cities helping other cities when they have a crisis and need help.”
“Our heart goes out to our friends in Cullman,” said David Horton, Riviera spokesman. “We know what it is like when 

destruction strikes because of our past with hurricanes. It is devastating and hard to accept. It’s nice to have some help when that 
time comes. We are very proud of our crews that represented us in Cullman and even more proud that our employees here at home 
gave all they could to help, too.”

“Thanks to Bob Worch and his employees at Dade Paper for coming to our aid and for their tremendous efforts as well,” Hor-
ton added. “It is amazing what can be done when we work together for the good of others.”

Fourth of July  
in Fairhope

Riviera employees pose at the back of a 28-foot truck they filled with sup-
plies for the victims of the April 27 tornado in Cullman.
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Riviera Utilities

Mike Dugger, General Manag-
er, Riviera Utilities (RU), met 
with the local recipients of 

the RU/Alabama Municipal Electric Au-
thority (AMEA) Scholarships recently 
to congratulate them on their selection. 
Dugger also talked with them about 
their future aspirations. 

“I have a tremendous amount 
of respect for these young people 
who have excelled in their studies at 
their various schools and are already 
focused on their future,” said Dug-
ger. “These are some of the brightest 
students in our local schools and we 
are proud to offer a scholarship that 
will assist them in their endeavors to 
become graduates of higher learning. I 
am always pleased to see these stu-
dents and find out what they have in 
mind as far as their scholastics. They 
will have a lot to offer a community 
when they have finished their educa-
tion,” he added.

“For the past 18 years, Riviera 
Utilities and AMEA have assisted 
deserving students in each of its 11 
Member cities with their first-year 
tuition to a state university,” said David 
Horton, Riviera spokesperson. “It is 
true that many high school seniors do 
not choose to go to college and seek 
training in a technical or trade pro-
gram and because of that, Riviera and 
AMEA added a Technical School Schol-
arship in 2004.”

The recipients this year are:
Madison N. Schneider, the daugh-

ter of Steven and Lisa Schneider of 
Daphne, is a senior at Spanish Fort 
High School. She plans to attend Sam-
ford University, majoring in Biochemis-
try. Madison is a member of the Dance 
Team, Spanish Club, National Art 
Honor Society, the National Spanish 
Honor Society, and the National Honor 

Society. She has been involved with 
the Eastern Shore Dance Acade-
my, the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life, the City of Daphne 
Festivals, and the Alabama Coastal 
Cleanup. Madison is a volunteer with 
the Mobile Chamber of Commerce 
Summer Scrubs Program, and she is 
an All-American Dancer. Madison was 
also chosen in the Top 10 in the Span-
ish Fort High School Pageant. 

Megan M. Price, a senior at Foley 
High School, is the daughter of Jason 
and Sonja Price of Lillian. She plans 
to attend the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham, majoring in Education. 
Megan is a member of the Scholars 
Bowl, the EnviroBowl, the Model 
United Nations and a Link Leader. She 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society, an AP Scholar and 4-H. Megan 
is a member of the St. Mark’s Youth 
Group, and she participated in the 
beach restoration and Salvation Army 
Angel Tree.

Dana L. Black is the daughter of 

Richard and Carol Black of Loxley. 
A senior at Robertsdale High School, 
Dana plans to attend Southern Union 
Community College to study Ultra-
sound. She is a member of the Interact 
Club, the volleyball team, the softball 
team, tennis team, and she is a mem-
ber of the yearbook staff. She has also 
worked as a Special Education teacher’s 
aide.

“Riviera and AMEA have had a 
long history of supporting education 
and the youth of our area,” Dugger 
said. “We are proud of each and every-
one who have walked our corridors.”

Riviera announces 2011 RU/AMEA Scholarships
By David Horton

Mike Dugger, General Manager (far right) poses with the 2011 Riviera Utilities/AMEA Scholarship winners, (L 
to R): Dana Black, Robertsdale High School; Megan Price, Foley High School; and Madison Schneider, Spanish 
Fort High.
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Alexander City’s first  
GIS Coordinator retires

By Tracy Kendrick

Joe Valenti retired from the 
city on April 29 as the city’s 
first Geographic Informa-

tion System (GIS) Coordinator. 
He was hired in 2008 as part of 
Public Works Department. 

Valenti was responsible 
for getting the GIS Department 
up and running. In order to 
get the GIS system operational, 
he spent many hours loading 
existing maps as well as adding 
new information daily. Valenti 
worked with different depart-
ments through training. He designed each department’s 
own view which was most beneficial for them. 

Valenti will be missed, not only by the Public Works 
Department, but also by all the departments that he 
worked with. He is a great teacher and always patient. GIS 
is an area that is growing not only in the city but nation-
wide. Therefore, he always had new locations to mark 
and add to our system. Although he was always busy, you 
could count on him when you needed his help. Valenti 
worked endlessly to find ways to improve our current sys-
tem and Alexander City.

With Valenti’s retirement, he  
leaves the GIS Department in the 
capable hands of Jason Roebuck. 
Roebuck holds a B.S. degree in Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) 
from Brigham Young University. He is 
already working diligently on adding to 
the current system as well as improv-
ing things that will only benefit the 
city in the future. We welcome him as 
the new GIS Coordinator.

As Valenti enjoys his retirement 
and Roebuck begins his new adventure, we wish them both 
the best of luck in the future.
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TO REPORT AN OUTAGE IN ALEXANDER CITY:  
Day Time (256) 409-2080  

After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 
DO NOT CALL 911

Watering restrictions in effect for 
Dothan residents

By Joette Booker

The City of Dothan has made vast improvements 
to the Dothan Utilities’ water system over the last 
several years and with the cooperation of the citizens 

of Dothan, water conservation has been shown to be an 
important issue to our customers. With the recent increases 
in water demands and the extreme drought conditions being 
experienced throughout the Southeast, we would like to 
remind everyone that Dothan Utilities is in Stage II of the 
Water Conservation Plan (odd/even watering restrictions) 
until Oct. 1.

We encourage everyone to continue adhering to the wa-
ter conservation plan schedule in an effort to be good stew-
ards of our water resources. The conservation plan schedule 
may be accessed on our webpage at www.dothan.org. 

If you have any questions, please contact Dothan Utili-
ties at (334) 615-3300.  
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Although Lottie Lewis, 3, likes 
to help water her grandmother’s 
flowers, she encourages everyone to 
continue adhering to Dothan’s water 
conservation plan schedule. 

Jason Roebuck is Alex-
ander City’s new GIS 
Coordinator.

Gerald Brewer (right), Public Works 
Director and City Engineer, presents 
Joe Valenti (left), with a gift. Valenti 
retired as the city’s first GIS Coordi-
nator in April.
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After eight years of tremendous service to the community, Al Cook retired as the 
City of Opelika’s Director of Economic Development May 31.

During his eight years as Director of Economic Development, Cook helped 
create over 2,100 industrial jobs, which represent a capital investment of over $471 mil-
lion to the community. These numbers do not include his involvement and build-out of 
TigerTown, or the recruitment of the future development of Celebrate Alabama, which 
will ultimately mean thousands of retail jobs and millions of tourism dollars flowing in 
to Opelika.  

Under Cook’s leadership, the City of Opelika has seen the Northeast Opelika Indus-
trial Park grow from a single tenant to home to six world-class companies. The City also 
recruited Gambro Renal Products, which was the largest single capital investment in the 
history of Lee County at the time of the announcement. Gambro planned to invest about 
$120 million, but improvements and modifications during construction put the total to 
over $160 million. 

After Cook announced his retirement, the City of Opelika 
did not waste time, nor did they travel far to find a capable 
replacement to step into the Director’s chair. They simply went 
one office over from Cook’s and named Lori Huguley as the new 
Director of Economic Development in April. Mrs. Huguley served 
as the City of Opelika’s Economic Development Project Manager.

“I’m confident Lori Huguley will do an outstanding job as 
our new Director of Economic Development,” said Mayor Gary 
Fuller. “Lori had a successful career in sales before coming to work with us some six years ago, and 
she has been actively involved with several expansions of existing industry, as well as recruiting 
new industry.”

As Project Manager for the Economic Development Department, Mrs. Huguley’s primary responsibilities were to recruit 
new industry and business to the City of Opelika.

In April of 2010, she became a Certified Economic Developer (CEcD), a national recognition that denotes a mastery of 
principal skills in economic development, professional attainment and a commitment to personal and professional growth. 
This accreditation is awarded after completion of many hours of study in the field of economic development and passage of the 
Certified Economic Developer exam, which is administered by the International Economic Development Association. 

Mrs. Huguley also serves on the Board of Directors for the Economic Development Association of Alabama.
Of Cook’s departure, Mrs. Huguley said, “Al will definitely be missed. He has a wealth of experience, and it has been won-

derful to work for him. I’ve learned so much from him over the past six years.”
“I am very honored and excited the Mayor and City Council have given me the opportunity to lead our Economic Develop-

ment Department,” Mrs. Huguley said. “We have a great staff and an Industrial Development Authority that truly understands 
economic development. Opelika has so many strengths and we are poised for further growth as this economy continues to 
recover.”

Cook was equally complimentary of his replacement. “I’m excited that Lori has been named Opelika’s Economic Develop-
ment Director. She has prepared herself for this position by doing an excellent job as Project Manager for the past six years as well 
completing the rigid requirements needed to become a Certified Economic Developer. I know she will do an outstanding job.”

A native of Millbrook, Mrs. Huguley attended Auburn University and graduated from Auburn University at Montgom-
ery with a B.A. degree in Communication. She and her husband, Hal, and their two daughters, Hayden and Abbey, live in 
Opelika.
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Cook retires; Huguley named 
Opelika’s Director of Economic Development

By Jan Gunter

Lori Huguley
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Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley, 
members of the Lanett City 
Council, citizens and employees 

celebrated and dedicated the Veterans 
Memorial Park in Lanett May 25. 

A grant from the Alabama Munici-
pal Electric Authority (AMEA), the City 
of Lanett’s wholesale power provider, 
helped with the new look, including 
flag poles which represent each branch 

of the military. The grant also allowed for the purchase of the 
Fallen Soldier statue. At the center of all the flags is the Ameri-
can flag with the Alabama flag flying below. At one entrance 
to the park, there is a statue honoring fallen soldiers that was 
unveiled at the dedication. The statue shows a pair of sol-
dier’s boots with a rifle propped between them and a military 
helmet sitting on top. Two soldiers attended and unveiled the 
statue. At a later date, there are plans for another statue at the 
opposite end of the park that will honor Prisoners of War and 
those Missing in Action. 

Mayor Crawley welcomed all and served as the Master 
of Ceremony. The Lanett High School JROTC, led by Major 
James Daniel, raised the flags. Major Daniel recognized local 
veterans in attendance by the branch of military they served 
and thanked them for their service. Tania Dollar, spouse of 
Lanett Police Chief Ronald Dollar, sang The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic. 

Commander Lanny Bledsoe, American Legion Post 67, 
noted that the park dedication was done at a fitting time with 
the Memorial Day holiday just days away. He said Memorial 
Day is a somber day that commemorates not only those who 
served but those who gave their lives for the United States. He 
spoke of the families who were and are changed forever every 
time a list of the dead is released. He said men and women 
serving today are still making the sacrifice in areas like Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He reminded us to remember those who 
gave the supreme sacrifice for their country including the 52 

local veterans who died in World War II.
Lanett City Councilman Stanley Roberts, who headed the 

park project, spoke briefly and thanked AMEA for the grant. 
He also thanked the veterans for their service. He thanked city 
employees who helped with the landscaping and work in the 
park. The City of Lanett Utility Department, under Utility Su-
perintendent David DeLee, and the Street/Water Department, 
under Acting Superintendent Steven Crawley, helped save the 
city a substantial amount of money by doing a lot of the work 
in the park. He thanked our local businesses who donated to 
the park dedication. 

Councilman Roberts then introduced Alabama Lt. Gov. 
Kay Ivey who gave a rousing patriotic speech. 

Mrs. Ivey said she was pleased that students from W. O. 
Lance Elementary School, which is located across the street 
from the park, were able to attend as this would instill patrio-
tism to a new generation. 

“I think this is a testimony, and it’s ongoing and it’s live,” 
she said. “There is a spirit to it and it will be well preserved. 
It’s a part of the community’s legacy.”  

Mrs. Ivey commended the soldiers who gave up home and 
comfort to protect our country. She said military folks are the 
true protectors of Americans’ liberties.

Mrs. Ivey was escorted by a member of the JROTC to the 
pedestal where the statue of the Prisoners of War and Missing 
in Action will be placed. She placed a wreath honoring them 
on the pedestal. 

Refreshments were served under a city tent. The entire 
ceremony was very moving, including the flag raising cer-
emony, the invocation, the Pledge of Allegiance, the patriotic 
speeches, the American Legion Post 67 women with their table 
giving out poppies, and the recognition of the veterans. 

Let’s take a moment to reflect on all our military people 
who do so much for us. Let’s not ever take this for granted. 
Take a long look at our American flag and think about what 
it means. A lot of blood has been shed so that the flag can 
wave. 

WATTS NEW IN

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

The Lanett Veterans Memorial Park was dedicated in May. 

Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley and Councilman Stanley Roberts thank Alabama Lt. 
Gov. Kay Ivey, who provided the dedication speech, following her remarks. Debbie 
Wood, Chambers County Commissioner, applauds Lt. Gov. Ivey.

A statue commemorating 
fallen heroes was unveiled 
during the dedication of the 
new Veterans Memorial 
Park in Lanett. (Photos 
by Matthew Strother, The 
Valley Times-News).

City of Lanett dedicates  
Veterans Memorial Park

By Jennie Gunnells
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The City of Sylacauga is proud to 
have emergency medical services 
of all types available. They are 

very critical to the welfare of the commu-
nity and county. 

Medical emergencies of all types 
arise at all times of the day and night. 
The impact of the storms around the 
state in late April remind all of us of the 
need to be prepared and have the best in 
emergency life support services.

In 2008, arrangements were made 
with the Sylacauga Airport Board to 
bring an Omniflight LifeSaver Helicopter 
operation to Sylacauga, with the goal to 
serve the community and surrounding 
areas. 

Omniflight Helicopters, Inc., based 
in Addison, TX, established in 1981, 
celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. 
The ownership of LifeSaver (originally 
part of the Carraway Hospital System) 
was established in 2001. 

The highly-trained crews quickly 
respond to transport trauma victims of 
motor vehicle accidents, stroke victims, 
and those suffering cardiac issues. 

The base for the LifeSaver crew is lo-
cated at the Sylacauga Merkle Field, Mu-
nicipal Airport. Other bases in Alabama 
are located in Birmingham, Rainbow 
City, and Auburn/Opelika. 

During the summer months, the 
Sylacauga-based crew will fly on average 
40 to 50 missions from Sylacauga to 
Birmingham, Anniston, Montgomery, 

Huntsville, Mobile, and Columbus and 
Atlanta, GA, as well as Chattanooga, TN. 

The flight crew consists of an experi-
enced multi-discipline team comprised of 
a pilot with thousands of hours experi-
ence operating helicopters, a Registered 
Nurse (RN), and paramedic. 

Most missions consist of patients 
being transported within a 60-mile radius 
from Sylacauga to a hospital facility. 
Destination hospital decisions are based 
on distance, weather, patient condition, 
as well as the receiving facility’s capability 
and capacity. The determination to utilize 
air transport for a patient is based on pa-
tient condition and is made by a physician 
in the hospital setting and by emergency 
responders in the pre-hospital setting.

When seconds count
By Darol Russell

So how long does it take for a flight 
to reach a facility in Birmingham from 
Sylacauga? Sylacauga lies centrally be-
tween Birmingham, Anniston, Mont-
gomery and within easy reach of three 
major highways: I-20, I-65 and Alabama 
Highway 280. For example, the LifeSaver 
helicopter transport averages 18 min-
utes from Sylacauga to the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham (UAB). 

When the degree of the emergency 
warrants, and seconds count; the abil-
ity to transport by air can mean life or 
death. The Sylacauga base is staffed 365 
days a year, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. The life support capabilities are 
essentially equal to a flying ICU. They 
provide most all types of care with the 
exception of surgery.

The company and employees are 
very involved in outreach programs to 
other first responders. These include 
volunteer and municipal fire depart-
ments, schools, and businesses. They 
have very close ties to medical services 
like the Coosa Valley Medical Center 
in Sylacauga, Trauma Communications 
Center in Birmingham, Sylacauga Ambu-
lance Service, law enforcement agencies, 
medical facilities and physicians across 
many local communities throughout the 
country.

LifeSaver has the highest quality 
of safety, support, and service in the air 
medical transport industry. 

Thanks to those who make it their 
career to save lives when seconds count.

LifeSaver crew members are (L to R): Mike Cathers, RN; Marc Gann, Pilot; and Adam Russell, Paramedic. Not 
shown is Patrick Campbell, Business Development Manager, who is located in the Auburn/Opelika base.
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This summer, to maximize your 
energy dollars, the most impor-
tant time to conserve energy is 

from 2 to 6 p.m. 
The City of LaFayette Electric 

Department offers these summer tips 
to conserve energy and save on your 
electric bill:

•	 Try to schedule any activity 
using hot water (laundry, show-
ers, baths, dishwashing) for 
before 2 p.m. or after 6 p.m.

•	 Set your thermostat at 78 
degrees or slightly higher. 
The monthly savings could be 
between 3 and 5 percent. Raise 
the thermostat higher when 
away from home for extended 
periods. By installing a pro-
grammable thermostat, you can 
save money every month by 
lowering energy use when you 
do not need it.

•	 Clean or change the air condi-
tioner filter regularly. A dirty 
filter cuts down on air flow and 
reduces efficiency. Air condi-
tioners are the biggest source of 
electric use during the summer. 
In many homes, air condition-
ing accounts for more than half 
the electric bill.

•	 Keep your curtains and blinds 
closed during the day to reduce 
heat from direct sunlight.

•	 Using the microwave, slow 
cookers and outdoor grills for 
cooking will reduce demand for 
power. 

•	 Use room or ceiling fans to 
circulate air.

•	 Add insulation in the attic. Bet-
ter attic insulation can save as 
much as 30 percent on cooling 
and heating costs. 

•	 Make sure attic and crawl spaces 
are adequately ventilated. Poor 
ventilation will add to your 
summer cooling costs. It also 
can trap moisture in your attic, 
making insulation less effective.

•	 Use compact fluorescent lights 
(CFLs) instead of incandescent 
lamps when possible. CFLs last 
about 10 times longer and use 
about one-fourth the electric-
ity of incandescent bulbs. CFLs 
can save 60 percent or more on 
lighting costs.

•	 Cleaning your dryer lint filter 
before every load helps dry your 
clothes more quickly, which 
means you save energy and 
money.

•	 When going on vacation, turn 
your water heater thermostat 
to low. It will save you a few 
dollars.

•	 Your mother was right. (“What 
do you think — we own the 
power company?!”) Turn off ev-
erything not in use: lights, TVs, 
computers. Results show that 
the average owner of a computer 
system spends about $100 per 
year in electricity bills, if the 
computer is left on 24/7. This 
cost, however, does not figure in 
the electricity used by printers, 
scanners, and other devices.

•	 Click your way to energy sav-
ings. Be a wise-energy user 

and put money back into your 
pocket each month with Energy 
Depot®. Energy Depot is simple 
and convenient, and there is no 
cost associated with accessing 
the service. Energy Depot is an 
Internet-based suite of software 
applications for residential cus-
tomers. Customers can receive 
online personalized energy 
profiles. You can input your en-
ergy billing history to assist your 
analysis, plus you can access 
advice on saving energy and a 
comprehensive library of energy 
information. To get started, visit 
www.lafayetteal.com, Energy 
Depot.

The City of LaFayette Electric Department  
offers summer energy-saving tips 



ALABAMA CURRENTS JULY/AUGUST 2011   15

Places to Go & Things to Do
Alexander City

Monthly 50+ Luncheon on the fourth Thursdays, beginning at 11 
a.m. Bring a side dish and a $2 donation to participate.

Aquatic Exercise Program offered during the months of July 
and August at the City Outdoor Pool Facility. Classes offered 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. Participation cost is 
$35 for the two months. 6 p.m. classes offered Tuesday through 
Thursday. Participation cost is $30 for the two months. 

MainStreet’s Downtown Farmer’s Market is currently in it’s fifth 
successful year. The market opened the second Saturday in June 
and runs through October from 7 until 11:30 a.m. Locally-
grown fresh vegetables, fruits, honey, herbs and other specialty 
products are available each Saturday.

Antique Car Cruise In. Car enthusiasts cruise into Arby’s parking 
lot the first Saturday of the month, April through October, 
beginning at 6 p.m. Enjoy the era of classic cars and classic 
music. Call (256) 234-7154 for more information.

July 4, Russell Marine’s 4th of July Boat Parade. For over 20 
years, Russell Marine has hosted the 4th of July boat parade 
from Kowaliga Marina. Decorate those boats and join your 
friends and neighbors for a great time on Lake Martin. Prizes are 
given for the best patriot decorations. Begins at 10 a.m.

4th of July Blast. Join us Monday, July 4, 6 p.m., at The Amp for 
the Annual 4th of July Blast. Nationwide Coverage will be back 
to perform, and the largest fireworks show in the Southeast will 
start at 9 p.m.

July 16, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Lions Lake Martin Charity Poker Run.

July 23, 1 p.m., AquaPalooza, Kowaliga Bay.

Aug. 13, 10 a.m., the Adelia M. Russell Library is partnering 
with MainStreet Alexander City to host an author event. 
In conjunction with the Smithsonian Institution traveling 
exhibit Journey Stories, the event is sponsored by The Alabama 
Humanities Foundation. Bob Whetstone will be presenting his 
novel Grave Dancin’ and its’ sequel Cotton Mary. which has just 
been released.  Both books will be for sale with proceeds going 
to the Adelia M. Russell Library. For more information please 
call Judy at (256) 329-6796 or Richard at (256) 329-9227.

Dothan

July 1, 15, 22, 29, Animal Adventures. 10 a.m. and noon. 
Interpretive Center Auditorium, Landmark Park. Ages 5 and 
up. Registration required. Free with paid gate admission. 

July 2, Aug. 6 and Sept. 3. Wiregrass Woodturners Club 
Meeting. 9:30 a.m. Open to the public, no experience 
necessary. Free with paid gate admission. Alabama Agricultural 
Museum, Landmark Park.

July 2, Aug. 6 and Sept. 3. Landmark Dulcimer Club Jam 
Session. 1 p.m. Must have a mountain dulcimer, no experience 
necessary. Free with paid gate admission. Landmark Park.

Water World is open fulltime. For further information, contact 
Dothan Leisure Services at (334) 615-3790 or visit www.
waterworlddothan.com.

July 4, Family 4th Celebration. Center Stage Alabama. Gates open 
at 10 a.m. and fireworks shortly after 9 p.m. Live music all 
day with a concert before and after the fireworks. Car show, 
family games, vendors, kids inflatables, waterslides and 
fireworks are all included in your ticket. For ticket information, 
contact the Main Event at (334) 699-1475 or visit www.
family4thcelebration.com.

July 8-10, Water World Classic Swim Meet. Westgate Recreation 
Center. For further information, contact Dothan Leisure 
Services at (334) 615-3700, or visit www.dothan.org.

July 9-12, Southern Open Tennis Championship. Boys & Girls 
12s. For further information, contact Dothan Leisure Services at 
(334) 615-3700 or visit www.dothan.org.

July 10, 17, 24, 31. Heritage Forums. 3 p.m. Presentations on state 
and local history. Free with paid gate admission. Sponsored by 
Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation. Landmark Park.

July 10, Aug. 14 and Sept. 14. Reptile Feeding. 4 p.m. 
Interpretive Center Classroom, Landmark Park. Free with paid 
gate admission. 

July 12, 19, 26. Animal Tales. 10 a.m. Interpretive Center 
Auditorium, Landmark Park. Storytelling program for 
preschool age children. Registration required. Free with paid 
gate admission. 

July 14 and 28, Music South’s Music by Moonlight, 7:30 p.m. 
Free concert held at Landmark Park by the gazebo. Come out 
and enjoy the varied musical groups and performances in a 
casual park atmosphere. For more information, call (334) 677-
3431, or e-mail info@musicsouth.com. You can also find more 
information at www.musicsouth.com.

July 16-20, Dixie Girls Softball State Tournament. For further 
information, contact Dothan Leisure Services at (334) 615-
3700 or visit www.dothan.org.

July 23, Aug. 27 and Sept. 27. Farm Program. 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Wiregrass Farmstead, Landmark Park. Learn about turn-of-
the-century farming methods. Free with paid gate admission. 
Registration required. Co-sponsored by the Alabama Agricul-
tural Museum.

Poplar Head Farmers Market, a Saturday open air market 
sponsored by The Downtown Group of Dothan, features 
fresh locally-grown vegetables, fruit, flowers, herbs, home 
baked delicacies, music, children’s activities and artists 
from the Dothan area. The market, which is open for its 
third season, continues every Saturday in July through July 
30 from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. rain or shine. Free parking 
is available in downtown Dothan in the Civic Center and 
Wiregrass Museum of Arts parking areas. Please visit www.
poplarheadfarmersmarket.com for more information.

Discovery Room. Landmark Park’s Interpretive Center Classroom 
will be transformed into a weekend Discovery Room, 
featuring hands-on learning and exploring. It will be open on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 12 noon and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m., 
and on Sundays from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m. from June 11-July 31. 
Reservations are not necessary and the Discovery Room is free 
with paid admission to the park. 

Continued on page 15
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Places to Go & Things to Do, Continued from page 15

Geocaching. Landmark Park has several geocaches and courses set 
up through out the park and 15 GPS units that are available for 
public use on the weekends. Visitors must have a valid driver’s 
license and a $20 deposit which will be refunded when the 
units are returned in the same condition to the gift shop. A $5 
fee is also required for renting the units. GPS units along with 
instructions and course clues can be picked up in the gift shop 
located in the Interpretive Center. 

Summer Camps through July. Landmark Park, Dothan. Day camps 
for ages 4-11. Registration required. Download the schedule at 
www.landmarkpark.com

Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27. Science on Saturdays. 10 a.m. Landmark Park. 
Sponsored by Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation. Free with paid 
gate admission.

Aug. 13, Stash Stitchers. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Landmark Park. Bring your 
stash of fabric and spend the day sewing. $20 plus gate admis-
sion, includes snacks and instruction. Registration required. 

Aug. 20, Dothan Music Fest. Dothan Civic Center, For further 
information, contact the Dothan Civic Center Box Office at (334) 
615-3175 or visit www.dothan.org.

Aug. 27, 6 p.m., Yard Party for Art. Wiregrass Museum of Art. 
Dothan’s original Yard Party returns for another year with local 
bands, fresh food and cold beverages. Dance barefoot in the dark 
to the Circle City Rollers and then get ready for an energetic DJ 
“Dollar” Bill as he warms up the stage for the KJAMS. Advance 
tickets $15 or $20 at the gate. A limited supply of Gold Plate 
tickets available for $50 per person. You must be 18 years old to 
enter. Proceeds go towards making art education and the visual 
arts possible in the Wiregrass. For ticket information, call (334) 
794-3871 or visit www.wirgrassmuseum.org.

Fairhope

Fairhope Summer Farmer’s Market. 3-6 p.m. Every Thursday 
evening through July 7. Behind the Fairhope Library on Bancroft 
Street. 

July 3, 6 p.m., Community Choir and Salute to Our Military, 
Fairhope Beach Front Park. For information, call (251) 928-
8685.

July 4, Fairhope’s Fourth of July Celebration & Fireworks 
Display. Fairhope Municipal Pier & Henry George Park. Concert 
at 7:30 p.m.; fireworks at 9 p.m.

July 4, 7:30 p.m., Baldwin Pops Independence Day Concert. 
Henry George Park.

Foley

Aug. 4-6, 14th Annual Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation 
Professional Rodeo. City of Foley Horse Arena. Sponsored 
by the South Baldwin Regional Medical Center. The rodeo will 
start at 8 p.m. each night. Pre-rodeo festivities will begin at 7 
p.m. nightly. The rodeo will feature some of the country’s top 
cowboys and cowgirls in exciting events including bull riding, 
barrel racing, bareback riding, calf roping, team roping, steer 
wrestling, and break away roping. There will be excitement for 
the entire family including local entertainment, clowns, and 
children’s activities. Tickets are $10 for adults; $6 for children, 
ages 4-12; free for children 3 and under.  Discount tickets may 
me purchased in advance by noon on Thursday, Aug. 4. For 
online purchasing, visit www.jennifermoorefoundation.com. 
Tickets can also be purchased at Summerdale Western Store 
or Frances Holk-Jones State Farm Office in Foley. For more 
information. visit www.jennifermoorefoundation.com, or e-mail 
ashleyLjones@att.net.  

Opelika

Opelika Main Street Farmers Market. Every Tuesday from 3-6 
p.m. at Courthouse Square. For information, e-mail info@
opelikamainstreet.org.

July 16, 7-9 p.m., Celebrate Opelika Concert. Courthouse 
Square. Featuring Adam Hood. For information, e-mail info@
opelikamainstreet.org.

Sylacauga

July 8, Miss Talladega County’s Outstanding Teen Pageant. B.B. 
Comer Memorial High School Auditorium.

July 9, Miss Talladega County Pageant. B.B. Comer Memorial 
High School Auditorium.

July 9, 4:30-9:30 p.m., Mignon Reunion. J. Craig Smith 
Community Center. Dinner will be at 6 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “In the Good Old Summertime,” offering the 
opportunity to meet-and-greet longtime friends, neighbors, and 
family. There will be door prizes, memories shared, and family 
updates. Tickets are $17.50 per person and dress is casual. The 
B.B. Comer class of 1956 will be joining us this year for its 55th 
high school reunion.  


