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From the editor AMEA and its Members  
sponsor  

2016 Scholarship Program
Will you be graduating from high school in 

the spring of 2016? Do you receive your elec-
tricity from a public power utility in Alabama? 
Then if your answer to these questions is “yes,” 
you could be eligible to receive a scholarship 
from the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and its 11 Member cities/utilities.

Since 1992, AMEA and its Members (Alex-
ander City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley-Riviera Utili-
ties, LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Pied-
mont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) have provided 
scholarships to area high school seniors through 
the AMEA Scholarship Program. Scholarships, 
totaling approximately $82,500, were awarded in 
the 2015 program. 

Each year, AMEA and its Members make 
available 33, $2,500 scholarships, which include 
regular and technical school scholarships. To be 
eligible for either of AMEA’s scholarships, a stu-
dent’s family must receive electric service from 
a Member’s electric utility and the student must 
attend an Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently available from 
school counselors in these Member cities, or 
you can go online to the AMEA web site, www.
amea.com, Scholarship Program. 

Applications are reviewed and winners are 
selected by an independent panel of Montgom-
ery area college guidance personnel. Applica-
tion deadline is Monday, Feb. 1, 2016.

For more information on the program, 
contact your school counselor or Pamela Poole, 

AMEA’s Scholarship Program Coordinator, 
(334) 387-3504, (800) 239-2632, Ext. 

110, or pam@amea.com. 

AMEA and its Members  
continue to make investments  

in tomorrow’s leaders

The Feb. 1 deadline for the 2016 
AMEA Scholarship Program is 
fast approaching and we don’t 

want you to miss out on this wonderful 
opportunity to apply for monies for that 
college-bound student in your family.

Since 1992, AMEA and its Members 
have demonstrated our commitment 
to education by providing scholarships 
to the graduating high school seniors who receive their 
electric service from AMEA Members, including Alexan-
der City, Dothan, Fairhope, LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, 
Opelika, Piedmont, Riviera Utilities (Foley), Sylacauga and 
Tuskegee. 

AMEA and its Members have provided over $2 mil-
lion in scholarship monies to graduating high school se-
niors who have attended a four-year college or community 
college within the state of Alabama. 

Each year, AMEA and its 11 Member cities make 
available 33, $2,500 scholarships, which include regular 
and technical school scholarships. 

We encourage students who qualify to visit the AMEA 
web site, www.amea.com, Scholarship Program, and 
download one of the scholarship applications. Applica-
tions are also available at all schools in AMEA Member 
cities and at Member city/utility offices.

We have found a little help can have a big impact over 
time. Through such initiatives as the AMEA Scholarship 
Program, AMEA and its Members are helping enrich the 
lives of students throughout the state, and the benefits of 
this program will have a long, lasting effect.

We take our role as a good corporate citizen seri-
ously. That’s why we, along with our Members, support 
education initiatives that contribute to making our state 
economically competitive. Together, we can all help the 
next generation of leaders by giving them the support and 
experiences they need today to make sound decisions in 
the future.

Don’t let the scholarship application deadline pass 
you by this year. Take advantage of this wonderful op-
portunity today. 

Here’s wishing you a wonderful 2016!

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing
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Opelika City 
Schools strive 
to provide 

students with advanced 
technology opportuni-
ties, allowing students 
to be more successful as 
they enter college and 
begin careers. 

In October 2015, 
Opelika Schools were 
lauded as “National Champions in Advanced Placement” by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Education. Opelika is proud of the exceptional graduation rate, at 92 
percent. City leaders collaborate to ensure the city schools are well equipped with 
advanced learning tools and opportunities.  

The most recent partnership through Information Transport Solutions, Inc. 
(ITS) provides the schools Internet access through Opelika Power Services’ fiber 
network.

Shown on the cover are (L to R): David Horton, Director, Opelika Power 
Services; Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller; and Dr. Mark Neighbors, Superintendent, 
Opelika City Schools. (Photos by Brad Henderson, Network Administrator, Opelika City 
Schools)
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in my opinion

With the advent of additional 

Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) regulations 

on the electric utility industry, we will 

see the largest shift in electric generation 

than we have ever seen in the years to 

come. For the first time, because of low 

natural gas prices, gas has usurped coal 

as the biggest producer of electricity in the U.S. The rise of 

cheap natural gas and increasingly stringent environmental 

regulations have crushed coal’s share of power generation in 

the U.S. 

Typically, coal has supplied over 50 percent of the U.S. 

electricity and natural gas supplied only a fifth of electricity. 

Now the two are neck and neck.

The causes are myriad but most certainly include grow-

ing numbers of coal plant retirements and plunging prices for 

natural gas, which in turn have been triggered by the uncon-

ventional gas revolution due to the combination of frack-

ing and horizontal drilling which has unleashed dramatic 

new reserves in natural gas from deep shale layers. Natural 

gas prices today are well under $3 per thousand cubic feet, 

whereas they were as high as $12 in 2008.

Between 2005 and 2014, annual U.S. natural gas pro-

duction increased by 36 percent, with shale gas production 

rising even more than total U.S. natural gas output did (other 

sources of U.S. gas continued to decline). In large part as a 

result, from 2008 to 2012, the price of natural gas dropped by 

a whopping 62 percent. Since the dawn of electric power, coal 

has been the largest source of U.S. electricity, with natural gas 

coming in a distant second beginning around 1960. But by 

April 2012, with natural gas prices at rock bottom, gas-fired 

power came within a hair of topping coal.

American carbon dioxide emissions simultaneously 

plummeted. U.S. emissions had risen nearly every year for 

decades, and few expected the pattern to change. But in 2007, 

emissions peaked. By 2012, U.S. emissions were 13 percent 

below their 2007 high, and at their lowest level since 1994. 

Emissions rebounded slightly through 2014 but remained 9 

percent below their high-water mark.

In 2013, the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority’s 

(AMEA) energy mix, based on contracts with long-term part-

ners, was approximately 49 percent, coal; 15 percent, gas; 22 

percent, nuclear; with the remaining resources being hydro 

power, renewables and other market resources. Projected 

for 2021, again based on contracts with long-term partners, 

AMEA’s energy mix will be approximately 38 percent, coal; 

30 percent, gas; 22 percent, nuclear; with the remaining 

resources being hydro power, renewables and other market 

resources. As you can see, the use of natural gas in our energy 

mix will double, running a close second to coal.

As more renewables like wind and solar come online, gas 

power plants have an advantage. They can ramp up and down 

quickly. So when the sun isn’t shining, and the wind isn’t 

blowing, gas can fill in the gaps. Natural gas generation is the 

perfect dance partner for renewable energy. You have to have 

something that can be quickly dispatched to make up for that 

lost power, or it threatens the reliability of the grid. The grid 

is getting more diversified with respect to sources of fuel.

And even as gas has gained ground because of fracking 

technology and a current supply glut, coal has been suffer-

ing from a steady string of setbacks, including unreasonable 

EPA regulations. In early August 2015, EPA unveiled the final 

version of what it refers to as the Clean Power Plan. The EPA 

initially proposed its rule to regulate CO2 emissions from 

existing sources under Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act in 

June 2014.

One of the key differences between the Clean Power Plan 

as initially proposed and the final rule is that the final rule 

calls for CO2 emissions from existing power plants to be 32 

percent below 2005 levels when the Clean Power Plan is fully 

in place in 2030. When EPA first unveiled the Clean Power 

Plan, the proposal required states to cut CO2 emissions from 

existing power plants from 2005 levels by 30 percent by 

2030.

Despite all of the pressures on coal, the Energy Informa-

tion Administration says their projections indicate the Clean 

Power Plan will mean gas generation will permanently sur-

pass coal by 2020. However, there is considerable uncertainty 

regarding the impacts of the Clean Power Plan.

Clearly, the desire for clean air and a clean environment 

is fundamental to all of us. But it is also important that we 

aim for a balanced approach between protecting the environ-

ment and the impact of potential costs to you, the customer. 

Although AMEA is concerned about the future, we remain 

optimistic about our mission to continue serving your com-

munity with low-cost, reliable electricity.

 Fred Clark 
AMEA President & CEO

U.S. electric generation in transition
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Do you remember when 
time seemed to pass 
so slowly? It seemed 

that Christmas morning would 
never arrive. I thought that it 
took forever to get to the seventh 
grade and then to high school. 
It seemed to take even longer to 
turn 16 so that I could get my 
driver’s license. And oh, if I could 
only graduate and get to college. 

I remember a church friend 
wishing me a happy 18th birthday and telling me that I was 
now halfway to being 36. That really got my attention and I 
have been trying to slow time down ever since. 

I think that we all would agree that the years go swiftly 
by. It will be 2016 when you read this and I can hardly believe 
that I have been writing this column for eight years. I enjoy 
writing the column because I believe that I am helping many 
of you have a more comfortable house and lower utility bills.

I am actually writing this on Dec. 2. I am not sure just 
why, but I feel more urgency about writing now than ever 
before. The world certainly seems to be moving and changing 
faster than I could have ever imagined just eight years ago. 

Our President just returned yesterday from a Climate 
Change Summit in Paris with over 100 world leaders. I was 
not invited, but as I understand it, each country gave or re-
ceived suggestions on ways to reduce or change the ways that 
man may be affecting climate change. 

There seems to be rather solid evidence that the actions 
of man have caused at least some of our climate change. But 
there also seems to be evidence that climate change happened 
way before man ever had things like electricity and automo-
biles. If they had ask me what to do, I would have suggested 
that we start by converting buildings to geothermal heating 
and cooling which would greatly reduce electrical usage and 

Doug Rye
Host – “Home Remedies” 

Radio Talk Show

thereby reduce the CO2 emissions at some of the existing 
power plants. I would also suggest that we plant billions of 
trees which consume CO2, produce oxygen, make the earth 
cooler, and even look pretty.

President Lyndon Johnson told a story that supposedly 
happened in the late 1800s. A little west Texas town really 
needed a schoolteacher for their one-room school house. A 
man from many miles away heard of their need and rode his 
horse to the town to see if he might get the job. The three-
member school board agreed to interview the gentleman. The 
interview was going well when one of the board members 
stared over the top of his glasses and asked, “Do you teach that 
the world is flat or round?” After much thought the fellow an-
swered, “I am desperate for this job. I can teach it either way.” 

I honestly don’t know for sure about climate change, so 
I could also teach it either way. But here’s what I do know. 
Practicing conservation and implementing feasible energy ef-
ficiency is beneficial for you, your country and the world and 
it is simply the right thing to do. And it might very well help 
climate change.

To help you in taking control of your energy bills, I 
encourage you to make whatever energy-efficiency improve-
ments that you need as soon as you can. And yes, I am aware 
that some have very limited resources. Remember that making 
feasible energy-efficiency improvements is an investment and 
not a cost. You will get your investment back in utility savings. 
And if you don’t make the improvements, you will have to pay 
for them anyway due to higher bills. So go ahead and get it 
done. 

I know that I write about geothermal heating and cooling 
often. The reason is because a geothermal heating and cooling 
system is the most efficient system available and with the 30 
percent federal tax credit, geothermal is more feasible now 
than ever before.

NOTE: The present tax credit is scheduled to expire at the 
end of 2016.

Think of this. If you had installed a geothermal system 
eight years ago, it would have already paid you back the cost 
difference and it would save you money every month for the 
next 15 years or so. If you are in need of a new heating/cooling 
system for your existing or new house, I strongly suggest that 
you run the numbers to see if geothermal is for you. Yes, time 
really does fly by.

Happy New Year and may God bless you all. 
Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King of 

Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert.’ Doug has helped 
thousands of homeowners save money on their power bills. He hosts 
the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk program, which has been 
on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug speaks annually at Ameri-
can Institute of Architects meetings to hundreds of other architects on 
energy efficiency. He conducts over 150 energy-saving seminars per 
year all across the U.S. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at 
(501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com.
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Get your retirement soaring

Wright Brothers Day, observed 
on December 17, marks the 
day in 1903 that two adven-

turous brothers in Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina took to the air for the first time. 
It was a modern miracle at the time and 
a catalyst for the age of intercontinental 
travel. Over a 100 years later, it’s com-
monplace for people to fly across the 
country. Most of us don’t consider all 
the preparation and patience it took to 
achieve this modern feat of flight.

Luckily, planning your financial future isn’t as daunting as 
pioneering modern aviation. Social Security has secure and easy-to-
use online resources that can ensure your retirement soars above the 
clouds. The sooner you start planning for retirement, the better pre-
pared you’ll be. Just like building a reliable airplane, you’ll need finely 
tuned parts that will work together for you to take flight.

Think of your retirement strategy as a flight plan that propels you 
higher. We have many resources at www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/
retire that help you find the age at which you may first become en-
titled to unreduced retirement benefits, estimate your life expectancy, 
and calculate your estimated benefits. These tools explain how much 
money you will need and for how long — something you can adjust 
through personal savings, pensions, and other benefits.

You can also get personalized benefit estimates using the Retire-
ment Estimator at www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator. The Estimator 
shows different scenarios, like how future wage changes or alternate 
retirement dates will affect your future benefits. Benefit amounts may 
differ from the estimates provided because:

Your earnings may increase or decrease in the future.
After you start receiving benefits, they may be adjusted for cost-

of-living increases.
Your estimated benefits are based on current law. The law govern-

ing benefit amounts may change because, by 2034, the payroll taxes 
collected under current law will be enough to pay only about 79 cents 
for each dollar of scheduled benefits.

Your benefit amount may be affected by military service, railroad 
employment or pensions earned through work on which you did not 
pay Social Security tax.

As you can see, your flight plan to retirement may change over 
your lifetime. It’s important you understand that no matter where life 
takes you, the long journey to retirement is one of your most impor-
tant trips. With every right decision, you’re making your retirement 
flight plan a success that will carry you through the heights of your 
golden years. 

It’s never too early to start planning. Whether you are nearly 
ready to retire or if you’re just getting off the ground in your career, 
I recommend you create your own my Social Security account so 
you can also learn about all the future benefits available to you. Visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount to create your account.

Kylle’ D. McKinney 
Public Affairs Specialist 

Social Security Administration

Are you warming up 
with space heaters?
As the temperature drops, many fami-

lies may use portable electric space heaters 

to help warm their homes. The Electrical 

Safety Foundation International warns that 

space heaters could cause fires and injuries 

if not used properly. 

Follow these few simple precautions: 

•	 Read the manufacturer’s instruction 

manual before using any space heater. 

Check to make sure the heater bears 

the mark of a certified testing organi-

zation. 

•	 Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away 

from any combustible materials such 

as bedding, clothing, draperies, furni-

ture and rugs. 

•	 Keep space heaters away from areas 

with water. Check your manual to be 

sure the heater is intended to be used 

in locations such as bathrooms. 

•	 Don’t use space heaters in rooms 

where children are unsupervised. 

Children may stick their fingers or 

other objects through the protective 

guards, causing burns or shock. 

•	 Avoid using an extension cord with 

a space heater. If you must use one, 

make sure it is the right wire gauge 

size and type of the heater. 

•	 Portable heaters have hot parts that 

can cause sparking. Do not use them 

in areas where flammable liquids 

such as gasoline or kerosene are used 

or stored. 

•	 Space heaters are meant to supply 

supplemental heat. Do not use them 

to warm bedding, cook food, dry 

clothing or thaw pipes. 

•	 Turn off the space heater and unplug 

it when not in use. 
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Libraries 
empower, 
support 

lifelong learning, 
strengthen fami-
lies, and build 
communities. 

We welcome 
everyone to be 
a part of the 
Adelia M. Rus-
sell Library and 
Mamie’s Place 
Children’s Library. Library membership is free and comes 
with many privileges. Books and audiobooks can be checked 
out for a two-week period and DVDs for five days. We try to 
keep our collection current, clean, and available to all. The 
computer labs at both libraries provide patron services to 
meet many needs both educational and social. We also pro-
vide free Wi-Fi and an inter-library loan service. 

Step back in time in our Alabama History Room. Its 
holdings contain genealogy and history not only from the 
Alexander City area but Tallapoosa County and Alabama. 
Explore the past. 

Special programs, workshops, classes, story times, and 
more are available to everyone. Stay in touch by stopping by 
often, visiting our web site www.amrlibrary.net, or like us on 
Facebook. 

Explore our ongoing book sale room for some great 
bargains. Study, read, or just relax in one of our quiet study 
areas. We provide several newspapers, magazines, and a 
TV area as well. E-Books are also very popular among our 
patrons. Stop by so we can help you utilize this free service 
with thousands to choose from. 

Libraries in Alabama are doing more exciting and in-
novative things in their communities than ever before. Come 
join us for all that we have to offer. Call or come by for full 
details. 

The library is open Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. You 
can call us at (256) 329-6796 and (256) 234-4644. Let us be 
of service to you.

Amy Huff is the director of the Adelia M. Russell Library in 
Alexander City.

Tuskegee History Center spotlights 
nationally prominent lawyers 

during 60th anniversary of 
Montgomery Bus Boycott

By Deborah Gray

“It is necessary to have programs like this and mu-
seums like the Tuskegee History Center…to show 
what happened in the past, where we are today, 

and where we need to go from here,” said civil rights attor-
ney Fred Gray at a national meeting of lawyers convening 
and touring central Alabama. 

Hillary Clinton, presidential candidate, former Secre-
tary of State, former U.S. Senator, and a lawyer, served as 
the keynote speaker on Dec. 1 for a program hosted by the 
National Bar Association (NBA) and the Tuskegee History 
Center. The program recognized the role of lawyers in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and the civil rights movement. 
Speakers included NBA President Benjamin Crump and 
American Bar Association President Paulette Brown. The 
program ended with a benediction by Rev. Bernice King, a 
member of the Georgia Bar, and the youngest daughter of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Marion native, Coretta Scott 
King.  

Tuskegee native, Rosa Parks, and Tuskegee lawyer, 
Fred Gray, were at the forefront of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott – Parks, a publicly visible symbol of the mistreat-
ment of a race of people, and Gray, behind the scenes in the 
courtroom, pleading the case for Rosa Parks and the people 
of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Glimpses of both can be 
seen in the Tuskegee History Center’s civil rights gallery, 
which features exhibits on ‘Dixie Justice’, ‘Civil Rights and 
Wrongs’, and the ‘Crusade for Citizenship’.

Driven by support from Hyundai, the Tuskegee 
History Center was able to engage in new thinking and 
imagine new possibilities of an educational multi-city civil 
rights tour as a vehicle for historical commemoration. The 
Tuskegee History Center forged new ties with the National 
Park Service, an emerging local Selma tour service, and the 
Selma/Dallas County Chamber of Commerce. 

The Tuskegee History Center issued an invitation to the 
National Bar Association to visit central Alabama to learn 
legal history and experience historic central Alabama civil 
rights sites. 

Buoyed by past support from the Utilities Board of 
Tuskegee, the Tuskegee History Center continues to dem-
onstrate that rural communities have the “power” to deliver 
great tourism experiences.

Deborah Gray is the managing director of the Tuskegee His-
tory Center.
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From water/wastewater departments are (L to R): Jamie Quattlebaum, wastewater 
collections supervisor, and James Stewart, water distribution system supervisor.

Dothan Utilities participated in Houston County’s 

Second Career Fair in October. Seniors from the 

five Houston County schools and Ashford High 

School met with local businesses, college representatives 

and military recruiters. The career fair gave these stu-

dents a first-hand look at several different professions that 

can be achieved from technical degrees. Dothan Utilities 

representatives included electrical lineman, water system 

operators, wastewater system operators and management 

staff. 

“Dothan Utilities is proud to be part of the education 

process of our young people”, said Chris Phillips, Electric 

Operations Superintendent, Dothan Utilities.

Electric department employees with Dothan Utilities are (L to R): Mitchell Ander-
son, lineman apprentice, and Tyrone Spencer, lineman 1st class.  

Dothan Utilities continues to partner with other 

industries throughout the area on workforce develop-

ment opportunities. Dothan Utilities participates in the 

Wiregrass Industry Group, which is sponsored by the 

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce. The focus of Wire-

grass Industry Group is to identify how to attract students 

to technical jobs in the Wiregrass area. Businesses in the 

area have experienced some difficulty finding qualified 

applicants to fill technical jobs. 

This group, along with the Workforce Develop-

ment Council of Alabama, Region 10, Inc., is involved in 

developing the first Wiregrass Works Career Experience, 

scheduled for February. The event will focus on eighth 

grade students from Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Dale, 

Geneva, Henry, Houston, and Pike counties. Dothan Utili-

ties will be a participant in the Career Experience giving 

students a first-hand look at the different professions that 

can be achieved from technical degrees. 

For more information or to find out how to become 

a sponsor or exhibitor, please call Bart Liddon at (334) 

596-9500.

Corrie L. Collins is the administrative assistant for Do-

than Utilities.
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Celebrate Mardi Gras in Fairhope 
By D. Fran Morley

For the past several years, 
Fairhope’s Mardi Gras season has 
kicked off by going to the dogs, 

or to the mutts, actually. The Mystic 
Mutts of Revelry, a fundraising activity 
for The Haven, Fairhope’s no-kill animal 
shelter, takes place this year on Saturday, 
Jan. 30 at 1 p.m. with festivities start-
ing at 10:30 a.m. at the parade’s staging 
point, Fairhopers Community Park on 
Church Street. Walkers and their pets can 
pre-register online or at the hospitality 
tent in the park on parade day. For more 
information, visit www.havenforanimals.
org/index.php/mmor/parade.

Also on Jan. 30, Mardi Gras kicks it 
up when the men of KOER, Knights of 
the Ecor Rouge, take to the streets with 
their 32nd annual parade, “A Jedi Knight 
— the Force Unleashed.” In addition to 
their emblem and theme floats and the 
always popular “Daphne the Gator” float, 
KOER’s floats will feature tributes to 

Chewbacca, Jar Jar Binks, Yoda, Jabba 
the Hutt, R2-D2 & 3CPO, the evil Darth 
Maul, and of course, Darth Vader. Music 
this year is expected to include march-
ing bands from Fairhope, Spanish Fort, 
Baldwin County, Escambia County, and 
Robertsdale high schools, plus Olympia 
Brass Band, McGuire Pipe Band. Be sure 
to watch for the special guests this year, 
World War II Veterans. 

Next up on Friday, Feb. 5, the Maids 
of Jubilee (MOJ) return with “Bring it On 
— Jubilee Games.” Special-themed floats 
will bring back childhood memories 
of favorite games, including Monopoly, 
Operation, Mousetrap, Wheel of For-
tune, CandyLand, Twister, and Hungry, 
Hungry Hippos. New this year for MOJ, 
every float will feature its own music 
with surround sound music systems, and 
according to a masked spokeswoman, 
“lots of entertainment, with Budweiser 
Dune Buggies, Abba Shrine Clowns and 
Keystone Cops, Go Carts, and a special 
surprise that you just have to come see!” 
Additional music will be provided by Bay 
City Brass Band, Excelsior Brass Band, 
and New Millennium Band.

Fairhope’s Mardi Gras season con-
cludes on Monday, Feb. 8, with “Wel-
come to the Jungle,” from the Order of 
Mystic Magnolias (OOMM). The ladies 
of OOMM will have fun with Funky 
Monkeys, Come Fly with Me, Hot Tiki 
Nights, Take Me to the River, Bollywood 
Takes Fairhope, Something to Roar 
About, and Don’t Go Chasing Waterfalls. 
Marching bands from Daphne, Fairhope, 
and Spanish Fort high schools will set 
the beat along with some “trailer bands,” 
including the blues-rock music of Doc 
Rogers and the Roc Dodgers.  

All the evening parades start at 
the Fairhope Civic Center at 6:45 p.m. 
and follow a loop through downtown, 
returning to the Civic Center. Here’s an 
insider’s tip: If you want to see the floats 
up close before things get crazy in the 
parade, come a little early and see the 
lineup along Church and Oak streets. 

For additional questions about the 
parades or routes, please visit the City 
of Fairhope on Facebook, or call (251) 
929-1466.

D. Fran Morley is a contributing writer 
for the City of Fairhope.
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City of LaFayette  
unveils new website

By Chris Busby

The City of LaFayette’s presence on the worldwide 
web has undergone a major overhaul. In December, 
the city publically unveiled a new cutting edge web-

site and LaFayette officials couldn’t be more excited. 
For many years, LaFayette’s Internet footprint has been 

lacking, with an outdated website in place that offered little 
information for both residents and visitors. The idea to 
revamp the website is one that was championed by Mayor 
Barry Moody, the City Council, City Clerk Louis T. Da-
vidson, the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority, and the 
Chambers County Development Authority. 

“In today’s world, so much information is gathered 
from the Internet,” said Mayor Moody. “Whether it’s a busi-
ness looking to locate, a family looking to make a move, 
or just a resident looking for contact information, the first 
place most people go now for information is the Internet. 
So we were at a significant disadvantage when it came to 
presenting information about our city. That’s why this was 
such an important endeavor.” 

“This innovative website allows us a new way to inter-
act with our citizens and those outside of LaFayette,” Da-
vidson added. “It also says a lot about where we are going 
as a community, and that we are working hard to make this 
a better place to live and do business. It’s really exciting 
that we now have this additional resource at our disposal.” 

The city contracted with Red Sage Communications 
of Decatur, AL, to design the new website and Davidson 
worked hand-in-hand with the Chambers County Develop-
ment Authority to create content for the site. 

Visitors to the website will initially notice its cutting-
edge design which prominently displays the unique beauty 
LaFayette has to offer. 

Navigating from the home page to the About section 
brings demographic information to the visitor, and the 
Mayor’s Office page offers a welcome from Mayor Moody. 
The site includes information and contact for each city 
department, council member and utility provider. 

The Resources page offers a substantial amount of 
information, including history and culture, area maps, fes-
tivals and events, parks and recreation, outdoors and sport-
ing events. This section also features links to economic 
development, the chamber of commerce, Chambers County 
government, and the area schools. 

While the development of the new site has achieved 
a major goal set forth by the city leadership, there is a 
determination not to be satisfied with this target. The site 
will be constantly updated, including a weekly community 
calendar and the development of an additional section that 
includes the city’s entire ordinance collection. 

“As we continue to move forward as a city, we want 
to use the website to reflect the progress we are making,” 
Davidson said. “We are very proud of where it is right now, 
but we expect to build on this and continue to make it bet-
ter and more informative and useful to all those that visit 
the site.” 

You can visit the new City of LaFayette website at 
www.cityoflafayetteal.com.

Chris Busby is the community development manager for 
the Chambers County Development Authority and a contribut-
ing writer for the City of LaFayette.
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Screenshot of the City of LaFayette’s homepage of the new website.
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The Opelika City School (OCS) District strives to 
provide the latest technology possible for students 
and teachers in an effort to prepare students for 

college and the workforce after graduation. The Opelika 
City Schools partners with many businesses and agencies 
to accomplish this task. Opelika Power Services (OPS) is 
a premier partner with the school system. Through a new 
joint collaboration with Information Transport Solutions, 
Inc. (ITS), OPS is providing one gigabit of Internet access to 
Opelika City Schools.

“We are very pleased that OPS is providing the Internet 
access for our school system and we are excited about the op-
portunities to collaborate on future projects,” said Dr. Mark 
Neighbors, OCS Superintendent. 

The City of Opelika through OPS, a city-owned utility 
company, has invested approximately $30 million of capital 
investment building broadband in Opelika, making Opelika 
Alabama’s First GIG City. 

“OPS launched Opelika’s citywide fiber optic network to 
serve as a platform for innovation and Opelika’s school sys-
tem does an outstanding job of providing our children with 
advanced learning technology,” said Opelika Mayor Gary 
Fuller. “The fiber infrastructure is an investment for the city’s 
future and the future of our children.”

As the Opelika City Schools move to integrate more 
digital curriculum in the schools, it is important to have 
the fiber infrastructure to support our needs. The one GIG 
service allows the Internet service for the schools to have 
greater efficiencies with local support and increased re-
sponse time. 

“Fiber is the fastest method of data delivery,” said David 
Horton, OPS Director. “It is the most secure and most reli-
able method of transporting data in today’s world. With 
fiber, data can travel at the speed of light and that is a good 
thing with positive outcomes.”

Starting with grades K-8, OCS introduced Chromebooks 
in the classrooms. To support this move, OCS also invested 
funds into the network environment, both wired and wire-
less, that accommodate the increased need for Internet ac-
cess and digital resources.  

“Having fast and reliable Internet service is critical in 
today’s world where all administrative tasks are now com-

pleted using web based technologies,” said Stacy Royster, 
OCS Technology Coordinator. “In the classrooms, not hav-
ing Internet access takes away so many valuable resources 
that allow us to reach kids on all levels in many different 
ways. The Internet basically expands the resources available 
and decreases the time and location dependencies that can 
be limiting factors in schools. It offers powerful and varied 
ways for students and teachers to interact, manipulate data, 
and conduct research.”

“The 21st century learning environment is only pos-
sible with high-speed Internet access, and we are glad to 
provide GIG connectivity through OPS’ powerful fiber 
network,” said Steve Meany, CEO, ITS.

The Internet is not an approach to education, but rather 
a tool that can be used with almost any educational theory. 
It makes additional information resources available, it en-
hances dynamic communication, and it makes collaboration 
easier by reducing the need for collaborators to be in the 
same place at the same time.

Becky J. Brown is Public Relations Coordinator for Opelika 
City Schools and Stacy Royster is Technology Coordinator for 
Opelika City Schools.
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Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller talks to a student in the Opelika School System 
about the high-speed Internet service available to students through a partnership 
between the City of Opelika, OPS and the school system.

Opelika City Schools  
using OPS fiber optics 
 to bring schools up to  

Internet speed
By Becky J. Brown and Stacy Royster
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Kyle McCoy begins his first full year as the mayor of 
Lanett this month. McCoy, who had served several 
terms as a council member, was sworn in as mayor in 

October. He succeeded Oscar Crawley, who died in October 
following a lengthy illness.

McCoy was serving as the city’s mayor pro tem at the time 
and was chosen by fellow council members in a 4-1 vote to be 
the new mayor. 

“I am very proud and humbled at the opportunity the 
council has given me,” he said.

McCoy said he appreciated all Mayor Crawley had done 
for the city since first being elected in 2004. He called on fellow 
council members to uphold his legacy by working together in a 
spirit of harmony to achieve the goals he’d sought for Lanett.

Projects done during Crawley’s time in office included a 
$7.5 million upgrading of the Lanett Municipal Airport, con-
version of desolate properties into viable municipal facilities; 
the revitalization of the West Shawmut neighborhood with 
more than $1 million in grants; the construction and opening 
of the Hampton Inn & Suites off I-85 at Exit 77; the launch of 
a clean-up the city campaign where hundreds of dilapidated 
houses were removed; and the building of a new Veterans’ 
Park on First Street.

McCoy said that he would like for the revitalization effort 
to continue with a streetscape project in the downtown area. 
Phase One of this project could get started in 2016. It would 
take place along North Lanier Avenue between North 3rd and 
North 4th Streets. Proposed drawings show new sidewalks on 
both sides of the street, some sodded areas with small trees 
and decorative lighting.

The new street lights will look very similar to the ones in 
downtown West Point. At some point in the near future, West 
4th Avenue in West Point and North Lanier in Lanett could 
be a most impressive link between two downtown areas in 
neighboring states.

“Phase One will cost around $75,000,” Mayor McCoy 
said. “It will look much different with the new sidewalks and 
the vintage lighting. The Charter Foundation will help us with 
some new vegetation and greenery along the route. The Ala-
bama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) will help us with 
the lighting. The Chambers County Highway Department will 
be working with our Street Department in taking out the old 
sidewalks and putting in new ones.”

McCoy said he would like for the streetscape improve-
ments to start at the intersection of Cherry Drive and proceed 
south along North Lanier to the triangle area in downtown 

Lanett. He would like to see similar improvements along First 
Street from Highway 29 to the intersection of South 8th Av-
enue, near the locations of the Veterans’ Park and W.O. Lance 
Elementary School.

“It could take 10 years to do this,” he said. “The council 
needs to make it happen. In the past, the city has shown the 
discipline to start projects and bring them to their completion. 
We need to do that with this sidewalk project.”

McCoy cited the sewer upgrades in West Shawmut as a 
project that took time and discipline to complete. 

“It took us 20 years to complete it,” he said. “It’s the end 
result of new administrations carrying on what the previous 
administration had done. There was a similar thing with the 
replacement of water lines in the mill village.”

A current project that goes back 15 years is the airport 
project. “It goes back to 2000,” Mayor McCoy said. “It has 
continued on since then. The city has had the discipline to 
see projects through in the past and we need to see this one 
through.”

Some land acquisitions needed to take place to allow for 
a significantly larger runway. This part of the project has been 
finished. 

“This puts us in a much better position to get grants,” 
Mayor McCoy said. “It’s an extremely competitive process, but 
we think our application will stand out.”

The new mayor said he’s very pleased with the popularity 
of Lanett’s senior center program.

“We average around 50 people coming every Monday 
through Friday and another 25 or so homebound seniors get-
ting a hot meal in our delivery program,” he said. “We have 
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Kyle McCoy (far left) is sworn-in as the new mayor of the City of Lanett, succeed-
ing Oscar Crawley, who died in October. Swearing in the new mayor is Stanley 
Gray. Holding the Bible is council member Shirley Motley. Looking on at right are 
council members Jamie Heard, Rebecca Looser and Stanley Roberts.

Mayor McCoy optimistic about upcoming city projects
By Wayne Clark
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outgrown our current facility and are 
looking to relocate to the L.B. Sykes 
Community Center.”

L.B. Sykes has a larger cafeteria area, 
a computer lab, classroom meeting space 
and the nearby James A. Hardy Gym, 
where there is exercise equipment and 
a shuffleboard court. There’s plenty of 
room for a quilting group to meet.

“Our seniors are excited about the 
possibilities they see at Sykes,” Mayor 
McCoy said. “We hope to put in a bid 
to host some District Masters Games 
events. There’s a pool out back and a 
large walking area where they can go 
when the weather is good in the warm 
weather months.”

A major city project for 2016 in-
volves the construction of a new building 
for the wastewater treatment plant. It 
will be replacing a decades-old structure 
that was built by WestPoint Pepperell.

“We inherited it from them,” Mayor 
McCoy explains. “It’s gotten to the point 
where it’s more cost effective to build 
something new than to repair it. There 
are some cracks showing up in the walls 
and in the foundation. There will be 
some electrical upgrades going in with 
the new construction. It will be a much 
nicer and a much safer place to work.”

Mayor McCoy is upbeat about La-
nett’s future. 

“I’m an optimist, and I see so much 
potential in our city,” he said. “Unlike the 
pessimist who thinks nothing good will 
ever get done, I think there are a lot of 
good things we can do. The state of the 
city moving forward into 2016 is posi-
tive and good. I’m looking forward to 
continue heading in that direction. The 
biggest potential problem we have in our 
effort to rebuild and to renew is to have 
everyone engaged and to believe in what 
we’re doing.

“I want to renew pride in our city. 
We’ve shown in the past that there was 
nothing we couldn’t accomplish if we set 
our minds and our hearts into getting it 
done. I want us to be that way again.”

Wayne Clark is the news editor of The 
Valley Times-News in Lanett. 
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Identifying the good guys  

and thwarting the bad ones
By Miles McDaniel

We work hard to earn and 
keep your trust. We also 
look out for our custom-

ers by alerting them to possible scams. 
Some scammers are brazen enough 
to walk up to your door. A new but 
equally low breed uses technology and 
telephones.

First, we want to help you identify 
your Riviera Utilities’ employees and 
those of the contract utility companies 
we hire, such as those that inspect our 
utility poles. 

All of our field employees and 
many office employees wear Riviera 
Utilities’ uniforms and drive vehicles 
with our name and logo. Most impor-
tantly, legitimate utility employees 
always carry identification that they’ll 
allow you to check. Should you have 
any doubts, call us. 

Unfortunately, technology masks 
a lot of crooks. Utilities nationwide are warning customers about a rise in bill 
payment fraud scams over the phone.

Fake home energy audits and scams related to prepaid credit cards are 
becoming more common at utilities across the Southeast. Callers demand people 
make a large payment to cancel an order to shut off power. They pretend to 
negotiate and accept a lower amount if you immediately obtain a prepaid credit 
card.

If you receive a suspicious call regarding your utility bill, call Riviera Utili-
ties. A service representative can confirm your bill and let you know of any 
problems with your account. 

Variations include calls claiming expiration of automatic bank drafts. 
Scammers seek personal financial information, which could enable a thief to 
raid bank accounts. Other frauds include “home walk-through” scam calls. The 
customer is told they can save money on their utility bills if they schedule a 
walk-through energy audit of the home. It’s a technique to get a layout of a home 
for a future burglary. 

Remember, if you receive a call claiming you need to make an immediate 
payment with a money card or risk disconnection, don’t do it! Hang up and call 
the utility. We’ll verify the status of your account. Contact your local office at 
(251) 943-5001 (Foley), or (251) 626-5000 (Daphne).

Miles McDaniel is Manager of Public Affairs for Riviera Utilities.

Riviera Utilities’ employees like lineman Brady Beck 
will produce identification upon request. Contractors 
will carry proper photo ID cards and the Riviera 
Utilities logo will be located on vehicle doors.
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Continued on page 16

Sylacauga High School  
CTE program changing  
with the times 
By Christa Jennings 

Strides are being made at Sylacauga High School to help 
ensure its students are able to keep up with the chang-
ing times and advancements in technology. 

The school has always had a Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) program, which was previously known as 
vocational education. However, the program has changed 
and evolved over the years to keep up with the times.

According to Dr. Jon Segars, Director, Career and 
Technical Education for Sylacauga High School, in its earliest 
years of the program, students were “solely involved with 
co-operative education opportunities outside the classroom 
setting (work-based learning).”

“The Business Education program area has maintained a 
constant strength and presence in Sylacauga City Schools for 
many decades, but began to flourish in the 1990s with the 
new developments in technology.” 

He explained that the “flagship” class, once called “typ-
ing,” has gone through many changes and much advance-
ment as technology, and all the skills necessary to function 
in the 21st century have evolved. 

Today, the school’s programs include business, health 
sciences, technology, family and consumer sciences, engi-
neering, communications, and manufacturing. 

Dr. Segars said that as more students have gravitated to 
CTE offerings, new business courses were created to meet 

their needs, such as multimedia design, digital design, busi-
ness technology applications, advanced business technology 
applications, multimedia publications, entrepreneurship, 
computer science principles, banking and financial services, 
and business essentials.

Sylacauga High School was even the first school system 
in the state of Alabama to implement a functioning credit 
union on campus, with the credit union being completely 
run by advanced students in the business program. 

Dual enrollment opportunities are now also a major 
aspect of the CTE program. 

“In conjunction with the Central Alabama Commu-
nity College (CACC), we are able to offer CTE students the 
chance to earn college credit in welding, machining, electric-
ity, robotics, and programmable logic controllers,” Segars 
said. “Many of these courses are taught on the Sylacauga 
High School campus, and we plan to expand these opportu-
nities. Engineering is a new offering in its second year that 
involves students in sixth through twelfth grades, and we 
have teachers at both our high school and Nichols-Lawson 
Middle School. In 2014, the development of the Health 
Sciences area greatly enhanced the curriculum offerings, 
providing many opportunities for careers in health-related 
fields in our community and county. Our newest offering is 
Bio-medical Science which marries the latest technology in 
the health science world with traditional clinical practice. All 
of our programs offer the potential for certifications, volun-
teer opportunities and internships.” 

One aspect of the program at Sylacauga High School that 
sets it apart from similar programs at other schools is that in 
many school systems, the CTE program is housed at a sepa-
rate campus and, according to Dr. Segars, sometimes forces 
students to choose an educational track. 

“In Sylacauga, our CTE programs are part of the schools 
and compliment the core academic courses students must 
take to graduate,” Dr. Segars explained. “This concept allows 
students to explore careers and college opportunities at the 
same time as they mature and develop. At some point in a 
Sylacauga student’s educational journey, he or she with have 
an elective CTE course and hopefully find interest in a field 
that leads to further education, training and/or employment.”

To further help the Sylacauga High School CTE pro-
gram, in early November 2015, the Sylacauga Utilities Board 
donated a fiber-optic splicer, as well as an Optical Time-
Domain Reflectometer (OTDR), a precision instrument used 
to locate events or faults along a fiber link. Together, these 
two devices allow the students to splice and test fiber optics 
in their classroom. 

“The benefits are enormous in terms of our students 
in the electricity courses now being able to learn the basics 
of electrical currents while experiencing the latest technol-
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Lamar Nash, telecom technician with the Sylacauga Utilities Board, demonstrates 
to students at Sylacauga High School how to splice a fiber optic cable with a fusion 
splicer. 
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Places 

to Go  

& 

Things 

to Do

Alexander City
Senior Activity Center. See all the senior 

activities planned for the month at http://
www.acpr.me/senior-activity-center.php.

Jan. 14 and Feb. 11, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Recycle 
Electronics. Every second Thursday. 
CE&E Solutions will be accepting 
electronics for recycling and they are 
ADEM certified. There is a $10 fee for 
TVs. Contact City of Alexander City 
Public Works at (256) 409-2020 for more 
information. Sponsored by the City of 
Alexander City and the Middle Tallapoosa 
Clean Water Partnership.

Dothan
Jan. 9, 10 a.m., Attracting Backyard Birds. 

Free with paid gate admission. Landmark 
Park.

Jan. 25, Annual Landmark Park 
Membership Dinner. Call the park for 
more information and to register, (334) 
794-3452. 

Jan. 30, Wiregrass Master Gardeners 
Seed Swap. Similar to a potluck dinner, 
gardeners are encouraged to bring samples 
of their favorite seeds to exchange with 
others. Admission is free with paid gate 
admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids and 
free for members).

Jan. 30, 10 a.m., Hummingbird Workshop. 
Free with paid gate admission. Landmark 
Park.

Feb. 6, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Southeast 
Alabama Photography and Adventure 
Club. Basic photography workshop. 
Registration will start at 9 a.m. in the 
Interpretive Center and the fee to attend 
is $15 for members and $20 for non-
members. Registration is limited to 
participants ages 12 and older, with a 
maximum of 20 participants. Please call 
the park office at (334) 794-3452 to 
pre-register.Landmark Park Planetarium 
Schedule. January: Earth, Moon and Sun. 
Saturdays at 11 a.m. and Jan. 18 at 1 p.m.

Feb. 19, 6-9 p.m., Landmark Park 
Astronomy Night. An exciting and 
informative program that gives visitors a 
view of several stars and planets as well 
as, the Orion nebula through telescopes 
and binoculars on the Gazebo lawn. Space 
for the event is limited. Reservations are 
required. Admission is $2 for members, 
$3 for scouts and their leaders in uniform 
and $5 for nonmembers and free for 
children 5 and under. Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts are welcome. Reservations are 
required. Astronomy Night will be held 
on Feb. 26 in the event of cloudy or rainy 
weather on Feb. 19.  

Fairhope
Jan. 4, First Friday Art Walk. First 

Friday Art Walk is a community art and 
entertainment event held the first Friday 
of each month. The event is free and open 
to the public. Beginning at Fairhope Art 
Center, stroll through downtown Fairhope 
visiting art galleries and listening to music. 
For information, call (251) 928-2228. 
NOTE: No First Friday in February due to 
Mardi Gras

Jan. 26, City of Fairhope to host Senior 
Bowl practice. The City of Fairhope will 
once again host Senior Bowl practice for 
the South Squad at W.C. Majors Field 
when the annual Senior Bowl returns to 
the Eastern Shore. The South Squad will 
practice from 1:15 to 3 p.m. Autograph 
tents will be available after practice. For 
more information, call (251) 929-1466.

Feb. 6, 11 a.m., 20th Annual Chinese 
New Year Parade. Children of the 
World parade in Fairhope, which will 
begin at the Fairhope United Methodist 
Church and parade through downtown 
Fairhope.  Join us as we celebrate this 
occasion with our children from around 
the world. For questions, call (251) 
990-3550.

Feb. 27, 10 a.m., Annual Arbor Day 
Celebration. Fairhope will celebrate 
Arbor Day with music, refreshments, 
a tree seedling giveaway, awards, and 
more. The event takes place on the 
grounds of Faulkner State Community 
College, under the beautiful live oak just 
north of the new building on Bancroft 
Street. For more information, call (251) 
929-1466.

Fairhope Mardi Gras Parade Schedule. 
Jan. 30, 1 p.m., Mystic Mutts of Revelry. 
Registration for walkers and their dogs 
starts at 10:30 a.m. at the Fairhoper’s 
Community Park; Jan. 30, 6:45 p.m., 
Knights of Ecor Rouge; Feb. 5, 6:45 
p.m., Maids of Jubilee; Feb. 8, 6:45 
p.m., Order of Mystic Magnolias. Starts 
at the Fairhope Civic Center on Section 
Street; south on Section to Fels Avenue; 
west on Fels to Church Street; north 
on Church to Fairhope Avenue; east on 
Fairhope to Bancroft Street; north on 
Bancroft to Magnolia Avenue; west on 
Magnolia to Church Street; south on 
Church to Fels Avenue; east on Fels to 
Section Street; north on Section to end 
at the starting point.

Feb. 27, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Ecumenical 
Ministries 16th Annual Chili 
for Charity. Oak Hollow Farm. 
Baldwin County’s largest chili cook-
off. Admission is $30 for an adult 
admission with a handmade chili bowl 
created especially for the event by a 
local Baldwin County potter, $10 for 
adults and children 12+, and $5.00 for 
children 3+. For more information, call 
(251) 928-3430, or visit our website, 
www.baldwinemi.org.

Feb. 28, 2 p.m., State of the City. 
Fairhope Mayor Tim Kant will give his 
annual State of the City address at the 
Fairhope Civic Center. The program 
will include an update on the City, what 
is planned in 2016, and recognition 
of the Volunteer of the Year. The event 
is sponsored by Fairhope First, which 
will also name Fairhope’s Quality of Life 
recipient at the event. 

Foley
Jan. 2, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., Annual Visit 

Foley Snowbird Coffee. Foley Civic 
Center, 407 East Laurel Avenue.

Gulf Shores
Jan. 31, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Big Beach 

Marathon & Half Marathon. Boasting 
a flat and fast Boston qualifier course, 
the marathon reveals beautiful 
scenery as it runs through the paved 
trail system of Gulf State Park before 
finishing the last three miles on Beach 
Boulevard with great views of the Gulf 
of Mexico. Afterward, The Hangout will 
be celebration central with craft beer, 
food, music and fun as you bask in 
the glory of your accomplishment. For 
more information, call (336) 793-4311.

Opelika
Jan. 2, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Christmas Tree 

Recycling. Opelika Depot parking lot, 
1032 Railroad Avenue, Opelika.

Summerdale
Jan. 9 and Feb. 6, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., So-

nora Masonic Lodge #635 Annual 
Fried Chicken Dinner Fundraiser. 
The lodge is located at 202 E. Jackson 
Street in Summerdale.  Adult plates 
will be $8.50 and a child’s plate will 
be $5.00. For more info, contact Dean 
Mott at edeanmott@gmail.com, or visit 
the lodge website at www.Sonora635.
com.

Sylacauga
In January, Comer Museum & Arts 

Center will feature paintings by artists 
75 years and older. Artists’ reception is 
Jan. 21.

In February, Comer Museum & Arts 
Center will feature a pictorial, historic 
exhibit of the A.J. Powers Museum, 
Plank Road Station, Winterboro. 
Reception on Feb. 18.

B.B. Comer Memorial Library features 
2016 Winter SouthFirst Bank Adult 
Lecture Series. All programs are at 
12:00 Noon. Journey to the Past: Jan. 
13, Buddy Simpkins and Friends, “Jazz 
and More”; Jan. 20, Nancy Anderson, 
“The Controversial Zelda Fitzgerald”; 
Jan. 27, Dan Haulman, “The Killing 
of Admiral Yamamoto in World War 
II”; Feb. 3, James Hansen, “The Robert 
Trent Jones Golf Trail Story; Feb. 10, 
TBA; Feb. 17, Robert Kane, “The 
Doolittle Raid: America Strikes Back”; 
and Feb. 24, Kathryn Braund, “Creek 
Indian History in Early Alabama.” Call 
(256) 249-1961 for more information.

Tuskegee
Tuskegee History Center. 2016 

Schedule. February, May-September 
– Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Group reservations accepted. For 
more information, please call (334) 
724-0800, or visit www.tuskegeecenter.
org. The center is located at 104 South 
Elm Street, Tuskegee.

http://www.acpr.me/senior-activity-center.php
http://www.acpr.me/senior-activity-center.php
http://www.al.com/seniorbowl/
http://www.baldwinemi.org
mailto:edeanmott@gmail.com
http://www.Sonora635.com
http://www.Sonora635.com
http://www.tuskegeecenter.org
http://www.tuskegeecenter.org
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Sylacauga High School CTE pro-
gram changing with the times 

Continued from Page 14

ogy in the utilities business: fiber,” Dr. 
Segars said of the new devices. “We are 
fortunate to have both an instructor for 
the CACC with fiber optics experience 
and a strong partnership with the Syl-
acauga Utilities Board for our students 
to use hands-on learning under the 
guidance of education and industry 
professionals.” 

Concerning what the CTE pro-
gram offers students, Dr. Segars said 
that the state of Alabama has 16 career 
clusters that “touch on just about every 
field imaginable,” and Sylacauga offers 
programs in six of the 16 clusters, as 
well as more through CACC. Further-
more, he said the school anticipates 
their CTE offerings to expand as the 
need for certified employees in the 
community grows. 

In addition to the CTE program 
and courses, the school offers a ro-
botics lab and machine shop for its 
students. 

In the robotics lab, Segars ex-
plained that students learn to program 
devices that have real world applica-
tion. A robotic arm in their classroom 

Sylacauga High School’s machine shop is designed to teach students precision milling, engraving and fabrication 
used in many various mechanical applications. 

was a donation from Nemak, which 
has a plant in Sylacauga and special-
izes in the production of high complex 
aluminum components for the automo-
tive industry, such as cylinder heads, 
engine blocks, transmission parts, and 
structural components. 

Under the school’s engineering 
program, the high school has a robot-
ics team that competes annually in the 
BEST Robotics Competition. The com-
petition includes business modeling/
marketing, robot design and construc-
tion, and a student skills assessment. 

The school’s machine shop is de-
signed to teach students precision mill-

ing, engraving and fabrication used in 
many various mechanical applications. 
Sylacauga High School’s equipment 
for the machine shop includes manual 
and Computer Numerical Control 
(CNC) milling machines and simula-
tors, lathes, drills, grinders, saws, and 
a laser engraver. 

“Our courses blend mathemat-
ics and engineering with hands-on 
problem solving and decision making 
to create precision parts for all types of 
machines,” Dr. Segars said. 

Christa Jennings is the senior staff 
reporter at The Coosa County News in 
Rockford.
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