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From the Editor

Happy New Year! We hope your 
holiday was a blessed and joy-
ous one. We look forward to a 

productive and successful 2010 as we 
continue to serve our 11 Members and 
you, the customer.

We have found that issues which 
impact your electric costs are caused by 
outside events. During these economic 
hard times, as well as the uncertainty of climate change 
legislation now being debated in the U.S. Congress, it’s 
even more important for us to find ways in which we can 
help you maximize your energy dollars.

Over the past two years, you have seen our desire, 
and the desire of your public power system, to help you 
manage your energy costs. We have demonstrated that 
effort through energy-efficiency articles and other helpful 
energy-saving tips in Alabama Currents. We care about how 
your electric bill can impact your everyday life. Helping 
you take control of your energy habits and behaviors, 
especially when it impacts your electric bill, is of utmost 
concern to us.

Over the past several years, our efforts have included 
providing you information relating to tax credits for 
energy-efficiency upgrades and updates on ENERGY STAR 
products and services which can bring about significant 
savings in energy and money. This information is not only 

available in each issue of Alabama Currents, but it is also 
available on AMEA’s web site, www.amea.com, Energy Ef-
ficiency.

Another effort we have forged is a partnership with 
the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Af-
fairs (ADECA). ADECA, Alabama’s State Energy Office, keeps 
us abreast of any stimulus monies relating to energy-effi-
ciency initiatives and any other information which might 
help you save money on your monthly energy bill.

Just recently, ADECA released information on the 
Alabama Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program. 
This spring, Alabamians could receive more than energy 
savings by replacing an old appliance with a new energy-
efficient model.

April 19-May 9, buyers of certain ENERY STAR®-
qualified appliances can apply for cash back from the 
rebate program. Only ENERGY STAR-rated appliances pur-
chased during the rebate period will be eligible.

For more information about the program, see Page 4.
We hope you will take advantage of these rebates as 

a way to be a wise-energy user and maximize your energy 
dollars during these economic hard times. AMEA will con-
tinue doing its part to help you achieve that goal.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

You still have time to ap-
ply for the Alabama Mu-
nicipal Electric Authority 

2010 Scholarship Program. The 
deadline of Feb. 1, 2010 is just 
around the corner.

Will you be graduating from 
high school in the spring? Do 

you receive your electricity from a municipal elec-
tric system in Alabama? Then if your answer to these 
questions is “yes,” you could be eligible to receive a 
scholarship from AMEA and your public power system.

For the past 17 years, AMEA has assisted deserv-
ing students in each of its 11 Member cities (Alexan-
der City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, Lanett, 
Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) 
with their first-year tuition to a state university. Rec-
ognizing that many high school seniors seek training 
in a technical or trade school program, AMEA added a 
technical scholarship in 2004.

AMEA and its Members will make available 22, 

$2,500 scholarships (two scholarships per Member 
city), and 11, $2,500 technical scholarships (one tech-
nical scholarship per Member city).

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s scholarships, a 
student’s family must receive electric service from a 
Member’s electric utility and the student must attend 
an Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently available from school 
counselors in these Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, Scholarship 
Program.

Applications are reviewed and selected by an inde-
pendent panel of college guidance personnel. Remem-
ber, the application deadline is Monday, Feb. 1.

Note:  The winner of an AMEA Scholarship must 
make use of the scholarship before the end of the 16th 
month following high school graduation.

For more information on the program, contact your 
school counselor or Pamela Poole, AMEA’s Scholarship 
Program Coordinator, (334) 387-3504, (800) 239-2632, 
Ext. 110, or pam@amea.com.

AMEA 2010 Scholarship Program deadline is fast approaching
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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The City of Piedmont, located in Calhoun County in northeast Alabama, 
has experienced positive economic growth this past year with the addition of 
several new businesses. 

Nestled in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountain range, Piedmont 
enjoys the scenic beauty of the surrounding mountains and streams as well as 
the infrastructure necessary for industrial and commercial growth.

In 2009, the City of Piedmont welcomed a new Career Technical Center at 
Piedmont High School; a Community Storm Shelter and Multi-Purpose Build-
ing; the new Piedmont Housing Authority Administration Building; and the 
new Key West Inn, a 31-room motel, located a few blocks from the Chief Ladiga 
Trail. The Chief Ladiga Trail is a former railboad bed which has been converted 
to a walking and biking trail that now stretches over 23 miles from Anniston 
on the south end to the Georgia state line in Cleburne County on the north 
end. There, the trail is joined by Georgia’s Silver Comet Trail, which continues 
on the western suburbs of Atlanta.

For more details about the city’s growth, see Page 14.
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In My Opinion
Consumers benefit from  

declining fuel costs

Many of you have seen recent reductions in 
fuel costs, which is a large part of your 
electricity bill. Fuel costs are the actual 

costs of the coal and natural gas burned to generate 
electricity. These fuel sources are required to meet 
the electrical demand for lighting businesses and 
industry, electrifying your home, and powering the 

equipment in our manufacturing plants. 
With increased hydropower from a wetter than normal fall and con-

tinuing lower natural gas prices, fuel costs continue to trend much lower 
than recent highs. As a result, all electric utilities have seen improve-
ments in lower fuel costs.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority’s (AMEA) fuel costs have 
decreased significantly since the recent highs. These lower costs should 
remain stable and continue for the 2010 calendar year. This is certainly 
good news for you as a consumer of an AMEA Member city/utility.

Cap and trade legislative update
Over the past year, I have communicated with you our concerns about 

potentially harmful provisions in the American Clean Energy and Security 
Act of 2009, commonly referred to as cap and trade legislation. Although 
it is intended to curb greenhouse gas emissions, boost energy efficiency, 
and develop renewable energy sources, this legislation could have broad-
reaching, significant impacts on our consumers. In short, consumers will 
see higher energy costs. 

Congressional action has slowed since the U.S. House of Representa-
tives passed the controversial measure, H.R. 2454, the Waxman-Markey Bill, 
this past summer. This bill narrowly passed the House on a vote of 219-212, 
with all seven of Alabama’s House members voting against the bill.

The Senate action was slowed with the debate on healthcare reform 
being the legislation of priority for the Administration and the leadership 
of the Senate. Also, since the House passage of the cap and trade legisla-
tion, the impacts to our economy from this legislation have been defined 
and are more significant. The science behind the movement has come into 
question and opposition in the Senate has increased.

Both Senators Shelby and Sessions have expressed opposition to the 
legislation due to the unreasonable and unfair provisions. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada has announced that the 
legislation will come to the Senate floor for debate this spring. Although 
nothing is certain in Congress today, with the mid-term elections rap-
idly approaching next year, passage of this comprehensive legislation is 
becoming more doubtful in 2010.

As I have said in previous issues of Alabama Currents, I have been 
openly opposed to unreasonable cap and trade legislation. Additional costs 
associated with this legislation are unacceptable, especially in a time 
when our country is slowly recovering from an economic downturn.

The outcome of the climate change congressional debate is uncertain; 
however the possibility of increased electric costs to you, the consumer, 
is a real possibility. AMEA will continue to encourage Congress to strongly 
consider climate change provisions that are balanced between protecting 
the environment and the impact of potential costs to you, the consumer.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
 AMEA President & CEO

Buy an efficient  
appliance, save energy 

and earn rebate

Alabamians could receive more 
than energy savings by re-
placing an old appliance with 

a new energy-efficient model. 
For three weeks starting April 

19, buyers of certain ENERY STAR®-
qualified appliances can apply for 
cash back from the Alabama Energy 
Efficient Appliance Rebate program.

The Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community Affairs 
(ADECA) has scheduled the rebate 
program for April 19-May 9, 2010. 
Only ENERGY STAR-rated appliances 
purchased during the rebate period 
will be eligible.

Plans call for rebates of $25 
for room air conditioners; $50 for 
freezers; $75 for dishwashers; $100 
for clothes washers; and $150 for 
refrigerators. A total of about $4.1 
million will be available for the 
rebates, which are funded as part of 
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009.

ADECA Director Doni Ingram said 
the program will help Alabamians 
save money, give a boost to local re-
tailers, cut energy consumption and 
conserve millions of gallons of water. 

“I encourage residents to take 
advantage of this opportunity when 
it begins in April,” Ingram said.

ADECA has submitted a final 
plan to the U.S. Department of 
Energy detailing the guidelines and 
process for implementing the pro-
gram in Alabama. 

As the rebate program draws 
near, the state will establish a web 
site and distribute mail-in rebate 
forms for retailers to make available 
to customers who purchase qualified 
ENERGY STAR appliances. Consumers 
will be able to reserve their rebates 
online after purchase but rebates 
will not be processed until purchase 
validation is received by mail. If 
applications exceed the available 
funds, rebates could be terminated 
earlier than May 9.

The program is open to Alabam-
ians age 18 and older and will be 
limited to one rebate per appliance 
type and no more than two rebates 
per household.
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The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has created a 
new web site to assist hom-

eowners, buyers, and renters in find-
ing and maintaining a green home. 
The Green Homes site, www.epa.gov/
greenhomes, goes room by room to 
pinpoint places where residents can 
reduce energy waste through efficient 
energy and water usage, renewable 
energy, green home building materi-
als and household products, and re-
cycling from home construction and 
household activities.  For those in the 
market to buy or build a home, the 
site also gives advice on how to select 
the most environmentally-friendly 
location.

The web site front page gives a 
diagram of a typical home layout, 
which visitors can click on any room 
to find out about different en-
ergy savings options.  Choosing the 

bedroom, for example, brings a page 
that recommends an array of ENERGY 
STAR® electronics, gives information 
on different green furnishings, and 
illustrates what to look for in choos-
ing the flooring. This room-by-room 
overview is then followed by broader 
information on lighting, cleaning, 
and even shopping for the home to 
reduce energy usage.

Other parts of the home analyzed 
for energy and water efficiency op-
portunities include the kitchen, bath-
room, living room, office, laundry 
room, basement, garage, attic, roof 
and yard.

“The use of energy is related to 
virtually everything we do, or have 
in our homes,” the agency said. “Ob-
vious uses include using electricity to 
run appliances, electronics, and air 
conditioners, etc.; less obvious uses 
include consuming energy to purify 

EPA web site helps in preparing a home for  
energy and water efficiency

and produce and convey water to our 
homes, and to make the products we 
purchase for use in our homes. If we 
take steps to green our homes, we 
can reduce energy use, save money, 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions, 
and help to fight global warming and 
climate change.”

Tips are not just limited to hom-
eowners who have the ability to make 
major changes to their residences, but 
also to renters. A checklist of options 
to make a rental property energy and 
water efficient is offered, as well as 
an overview on how to convince land-
lords to help green their properties.

EPA plans to maintain the site 
as an umbrella portal for information 
on residential environmental issues 
from it and other federal agencies. 
More information is available at the 
Green Homes web site, www.epa.gov/
greenhomes.
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The cost of energy 
remains volatile, 
hurting low-income 

households and resulting in 
a growing number of them 
to require home heating 
assistance.

Under the American 
Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 (economic 
stimulus bill), the Weather-
ization Assistance Program 
received a tremendous 
boost in federal monies in 
order to weatherize 2.5 mil-
lion homes nationwide in 
the next two years.

Weatherization reduces 
energy costs for low-income 
families by improving the 
energy efficiency of their 
homes. The assistance is 
free to qualifying hom-
eowners.

During the last 30 
years, the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s (DOE) Weather-
ization Assistance Program 
has provided weatheriza-
tion, energy-efficiency 
measures to more than 5.6 
million low-income fami-
lies.

So, how does the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program work? DOE part-
ners with state-level agen-
cies, such as the Alabama 
Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs 
(ADECA), to implement the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program. DOE awards grants 
to state energy agencies, 
like ADECA. ADECA then 
partners with 15 local 
agencies to deliver energy-
efficiency services to low-
income households.

Under the stimulus 
bill, the amount that can 
be spent on each home 
increased from $2,500 to 

Weatherization works
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Agency name / 
(Counties Served)

names / t itles /  
E-mails of Officials

Agency Mailing Address t elephone numbers

Community Action Agency of Baldwin, 
Escambia, Clarke, Monroe & Conecuh  
Counties, Inc.

(Baldwin, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, Monroe)

Kris Rowe, Wx Coordinator
kris.rowe@caaofbecmc.org

26440 Pollard Road
P.O. Box 250
Daphne, AL  36526 

(251) 626-2649
fax: (251) 626-2613

Community Action Committee, Inc. of 
Chambers-t allapoosa-Coosa

(Chambers, Coosa, Tallapoosa)

Kevin Walker, Wx Coordinator
kwalker@ctccac.com

170 South Broadnax Street
Dadeville, AL  36853

Chambers County Addiction 
Center 
306 2nd St.
LaFayette, AL 36862

Chambers County Bowen 
East District Center
1319 Magnolia Rd.
Lanett, AL 36863

t allapoosa County Cooper 
r ec Center
MLK Blvd.
Alex City, AL 35010

(256) 825-4287
fax: (256) 825-4280

(334) 864-8435

(334) 576-7254

Montgomery County Commission c/o 
Central Alabama r egional Planning and 
Development Commission (CAr PDC)

(Montgomery, Lee, Macon, Russell)

Donny Barber, Wx Manager
dbarber@carpdc.com

430 South Court Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

(866) 780-4945
fax: (334) 262-6976

Organized Community Action Program, Inc.

(Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, 
Crenshaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, 
Pike, Lowndes)

Annette Shepherd,  
Wx Coordinator
ashepherd@troycable.net

507 North Three Notch Street
P.O. Box 908
Troy, AL 36081-0908

P.O. Box 268
1727 Lee Street
Rutledge, AL 36071

(334) 566-1712
fax: (334) 566-7417

(334) 335-3910 
fax: (334) 335-3912

Community Action Agency of t alladega, 
Clay, r andolph, Calhoun & Cleburne  
Counties 

(Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Randolph,  
Talladega)

Bill Anderson, Wx Coordinator 
wande55046@aol.com

136 North Court Street 
P.O. Box 278
Talladega, AL  35161

201 4th Street West
Sylacauga, AL  35150   

206 Lea Street
Piedmont, AL  36272

(256) 362-8147
fax: (256) 362-7229

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 245-2056

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 447-6563

Source: ADECA

Agencies administering Alabama’s Weatherization Assistance Program

$6,500, to allow more comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be implemented. The program is available for fami-
lies making up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level or about $44,000 a year for a family of four.

The federally-funded program uses skilled technicians to conduct energy audits to determine which energy effi-
ciency measures are most appropriate and cost-effective for each home. Typically, measures include installing attic and 
wall insulation, reducing air infiltration, performing tune-ups and repairs to heating and cooling systems, repairing 
ductwork, replacing appliances to improve efficiency and safety, and replacing the incandescent lighting with compact 
fluorescent bulbs.

Weatherization personnel also address energy-related health and safety conditions, particularly carbon monoxide 
and combustion safety. All combustible gas equipment and gas lines are checked for leaks and infrared cameras are 
used to detect water intrusion.

Want to know if you qualify for the Weatherization Assistance Program? Contact the agency in your community 
which administers Alabama’s program (see the chart below).



Electricity powers 
our lives
By Doug Rye

Since I talked to you last 
time, you have had Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and even New Year’s. I 

hope that all of them were happy for you.
You know we still have a great deal for which to be 

thankful. A few weeks ago, I was thinking about how 
fortunate we are to have electricity. It has not always 
been available. I actually consider electricity as a bless-
ing.

As I was writing an article for another publication 
just before Thanksgiving, I started listing ways that 
we use electricity in our homes. I had a list of about 40 
items when I decided to challenge readers to make their 
own lists. I also said that the one with the longest list 
would win a nice prize. I told them to call me at the  
office with their list.

My lands! I would never have dreamed of such a 
response! In four days, I had four pages of names and 
phone numbers wanting to send me their lists. Weeks 
later, I was still receiving calls from folks who say that 
it was fun and that they had no idea that we used elec-
tricity in so many ways.

My favorite three calls were from schoolteachers 
who had challenged their students to work together 
to try and have the longest list. These were students 
in the second, third, and fourth grades. Each of their 
lists contained over 100 ways to use electricity in a 
house. Of course, I sent a nice prize to each of the three 
classes.

I think that it is safe to say that most, if not all of 
those who made a list, now consider electricity a bless-
ing. Perhaps you would enjoy making your own list on 
some cold winter day when you need something to do.

Well back to energy efficiency. By now, you should 
have done lots of caulking to keep cold air out of your 
house and you should have added cellulose insulation 
to your attic, if needed. You should have also checked 
your ductwork for leaks and even places where it is 
totally disconnected. Read past issues of Alabama Cur-
rents magazine for help on these improvements. If you 
are planning to build a new home, please call me early 
in the process (contact information listed below). I will 
help you just like I help folks all across America.

Until then, have a Happy New Year and a lovely 
Valentine’s Day. See you in March.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency 
information and tips to help customers maximize their 
energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at 
(501) 653-793, or www.dougrye.com
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Are you warming up with 
space heaters? 

As the temperature drops, many families may use 
portable electric space heaters to help warm their 
homes. The Electrical Safety Foundation Inter-

national warns that space heaters could cause fires and 
injuries if not used properly. 

Follow these few simple precautions: 
• Read the manufacturer’s instruction manual before 

using any space heater. Check to make sure the heat-
er bears the mark of a certified testing organization. 

• Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from any com-
bustible materials such as bedding, clothing, draper-
ies, furniture and rugs. 

• Keep space heaters away from areas with water. Check 
your manual to be sure the heater is intended to be 
used in locations such as bathrooms. 

• Don’t use space heaters in rooms where children are 
unsupervised. Children may stick their fingers or 
other objects through the protective guards, causing 
burns or shock. 

• Avoid using an extension cord with a space heater. 
If you must use one, make sure it is the right wire 
gauge size and type of the heater. 

• Portable heaters have hot parts that can cause spark-
ing. Do not use them in areas where flammable liq-
uids such as gasoline or kerosene are used or stored. 

• Space heaters are meant to supply supplemental heat. 
Do not use them to warm bedding, cook food, dry 
clothing or thaw pipes. 

• Do not use space heaters with extension  
cords; plug directly into  
an outlet on a relatively  
unburdened circuit. 

• Turn off the space heater  
and unplug it when not  
in use. 

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
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Downtown Fairhope gets  
facelift with new trees

By D. Fran Morley

Downtown Fairhope just got a little update. The City planted 
new Lace Bark Elm trees along Fairhope Avenue, replacing old 
Bradford Pears that had outgrown their locations. Almost ev-

ery department in the city worked on planting the new trees, includ-
ing the Electric Department, which had crews on hand to make sure 
there were no power disruptions.

Electric crews then worked long hours to decorate the trees with 
millions of lights, continuing Fairhope’s tradition of seasonal lighting 
displays. The lights come on with a gala celebration in November and 
remain lit through the annual Arts and Crafts Festival, which takes 
place in mid-March. Electric crews also installed new loudspeakers 
downtown so that holiday shoppers can enjoy seasonal music. 

“We work closely with merchants to make downtown a great place 
to walk and to shop,” said Mayor Tim Kant. “We offer personnel or 
resources to help when we can, because a vital, healthy downtown is 
instrumental to all of Fairhope.”

Merchants give back to the city, too. “Shop Local on Second 
Saturdays,” is a program by the Downtown Fairhope Business Associa-
tion to donate a portion of proceeds from sales made on the second 
Saturday of the month to school and other community programs.

For information on the City of Fairhope, call (251) 929-1466, 
or visit us at www.cofairhope.com. You can also follow the City of 
Fairhope on Facebook and Twitter. 

New trees in downtown Fairhope with holiday lights

Understanding your 
Dothan Utilities 
customer charge

By Richard Ash

Dothan Utilities 
takes pride in 
providing the 

best services for its citi-
zens in a cost-effective manner. 

When paying your power bill, you 
are actually paying for two things – the 
electricity you use and the secondary 
cost of wires and staff needed to provide 
electricity to you. Although the amount 
of electricity you use can vary from 
month to month, the cost of providing 
the electricity to you is fixed. Dothan 
Utilities tries to capture a portion of this 
fixed cost each month in what we call the 
customer charge. The customer charge is 
a monthly fee that Dothan Utilities’ cus-
tomers pay to help cover the basic cost of 
bringing electricity to their location.

Because Dothan Utilities incurs ex-
penses regardless of how much electricity 
is sold, the customer charge helps cover 
such things as:

• Trucks, wire, transformers, and power 
poles needed to build and maintain 
the electric distribution system;

• Labor to build and maintain the sys-
tem;

• Meters, labor to read meters, prepara-
tion of bills.

All Dothan Utilities’ customers ben-
efit from having reliable electric service 
available when they need it, and the 
customer charge allows everyone to pay a 
share of the basic cost.

Providing you with this brief expla-
nation is part of Dothan Utilities goal 
to keep the public informed and up-to-
date. We not only power your homes and 
businesses, but we also power the lines 
of communication needed to ensure that 
our customers are fully satisfied with the 
services they receive.

For any questions about your power 
bill, please call (334) 615-4100.
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Lanett is known for the dollhouse landmark that is located in Oakwood Cemetery. The grave has received world-
wide attention and people all over the world have been touched by the story of little Nadine Earles. The story 
has been told in many magazines and publications.  Her grave is inside the miniature dollhouse.  

The dollhouse has been visited by hundreds of people during the past 76 years.  Nadine was 4 years old in 1933 and 
she asked her parents, Comer and Alma Earles, for a dollhouse for Christmas. Her father began building her the doll-
house in autumn in his backyard.  

In November, Nadine was stricken with diphtheria. The Earles’ house was quarantined and the work on the doll-
house came to a close.

As Christmas approached, Nadine became worse and developed pneumonia. Trying to boost her spirits, Nadine’s 
parents gave her two early Christmas presents – a china tea set and a life-size doll. Her father told her she’d get the 
dollhouse when she was well.  Nadine told him, “Daddy, me want it now”. 

Nadine died on Dec. 18, 1933. Her parents decided to honor her wish for a dollhouse. Her father hired a contractor 
and work began in Oakwood Cemetery. 

The house is made of red brick and has custom awnings, a chimney, sidewalks, front porch, and a retaining wall.  A 
miniature fireplace hearth holds a photograph of Nadine at age 4. There are toys inside the dollhouse, including dolls, 
doll buggy, tea set, and a tricycle. The toys are changed and new ones added from time to time.

Her parents are buried outside the dollhouse. Nadine’s brothers have deeded the area and lot to the City of Lanett. 
It is decorated for different seasons by a local garden club.  

Nadine Earles has her dollhouse for eternity.  May she rest in peace.
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Dollhouse is landmark for City of Lanett

The stone reads: 

Our Darling Little Girl, Sweetest In The World
April 3rd, 1929 - December 18, 1933

Little Nadine Earles
In Heaven We Hope To Meet

Me Want It Now

By Jennie Gunnells



ALABAMA CURRENTS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010   11

PROJECT HELP assists those in need
By Darol Russell and Deborah Rogers
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Salvation Army in Sylacauga

In the summer of 1999, the 
City of Sylacauga and SAFE 
(Sylacauga Alliance of Family 

Enhancement) developed a program 
to assist local residents with the 
cost of heating and cooling their 
homes. The program was designed to 
assist families who were unable to 
pay their monthly utility bills. That 
same year, the Board of Directors of 
the Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB) 
passed a resolution to collect volun-
teer contributions on behalf of the 
City of Sylacauga. 

Project HELP (Home Energy 
Lifeline Program) would be presided 
over by the Mayor, City Council, and 
the SAFE Board of Directors. SAFE 
would release available funds to the 
Salvation Army on a monthly basis.  
Applications for assistance would 
be taken by the Salvation Army in 
Sylacauga.  

When the economy made a 
drastic downturn in 2008, the Board 
of Directors of SUB voted to transfer 
$25,000 to SAFE and assist those 
in our community. These funds are 
used to educate and assist custom-
ers with energy-saving items and 

provide tips on how to modify their 
homes to conserve energy. 

The funds were near depletion in 
November 2009. With the success of the 
program demonstrated, the Utilities 
Board agreed that the need was still 
present.  In a unanimous vote, it was 
decided to transfer another $25,000 to 
assist those who qualify in 2010.

The unemployment rate for Tal-
ladega County has climbed to 14.4 
percent and is now 10.9 percent for 
the state. No doubt you know some-
one who is currently unemployed 
due to the economy.  During these 
tough times, you may know someone 
who is struggling to stay warm this 
winter. 

Community contributions are 
low. Project HELP has been in ef-
fect for 10 years. Currently, there is 
less than $1,000 being contributed 
monthly.

The Sylacauga Utilities Board 
asks its customers to think about 
their neighbor for a moment, and re-
spond to a worthy cause by partici-
pating in Project HELP. You may find 
it possible to contribute a nominal 
fee of $1 or $5 each month to assist 
those in need.  

Please respond to the request in 
your utility statement this month.  
For more information on how to par-
ticipate, contact the Utilities Board 
at (256) 249-0372 or (256) 249-8501.

SAFE in Sylacauga
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Riviera Utilities and the Wolf Bay Watershed Watch 
(WBWW) volunteers put a lot of hard work and ef-
fort into the 2009 Stan Mahoney Memorial Fishing 

Tournament. 
It all began on a cool, brisk, beautiful Saturday 

morning on the bay at Barber Marina.  Boats lined up 
early at the launch and kids scurried around eager to get 
out on the water to wet their hooks in hopes that the 
big one would attack their lines early.  Volunteers came 
as early as 5 a.m. and were prepared to assist the kids in 
getting out on the water as soon as possible.  Everyone 
got out safely and the tournament began.

At noon, much excitement filled the air when over 
125 youth began bringing in their fish to be weighed.  
Wide eyes were focused on the weight and size of their 
fish as volunteers helped them weigh in. They kept their 
focus on the tournament leader board to see if they were 
logged in on the board and to a chance at one of the 36 
Riviera sponsored trophies.  Everyone cheered when even 
the smallest pin fish was weighed.  There was no doubt, 
the youth had a great time and all left the tournament 
knowing that they had given their best.

 “What a beautiful day it has been for the kids to fish 
and I was really happy to hear that the committee named 
the tournament after our deceased friend, Stan Mahoney 
too,” said Mike Dugger, General Manager, Riviera Utili-
ties.  “Stan was a true believer in protecting our envi-
ronment and preserving the quality of life we have here 
in Baldwin County.  He was a great steward and believer 
that everything starts by educating our young people 
to be good stewards and get them interested in protect-
ing our waterways.  We should all take Stan’s advice and 
remember to do what we can to always protect what we 
so often take for granted – our waterways and its inhab-
itants. Water is precious to us and we need to conserve 

and protect what we have. You could feel that Stan’s spirit 
was alive and well at this year’s youth fishing tourna-
ment. We are very proud to be a part of this great event 
for our kids.” 

Stan’s wife, Josie, was present at the tournament 
and blessed the hungry volunteers with her refreshments 
and pastries. She was proud that Stan’s name was men-
tioned on several occasions and he was recognized for 
his efforts over the years to protect the waterways and 
educate youth to do the same.  Volunteers made sure that 
the youth that fished had plenty of material to take home 
with them to learn about the waterways and bays we live 
and fish on. 

The quality of life we have in Baldwin County is 
second to none and we all agree that we want to keep it 
that way.  

“The tournament is a good cause and is meaningful 
to the many volunteers who work to preserve and protect 

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

Winners of the tournament are (L to R): Aylin Kerimaglu, Master Angler, 10-
16 division; Leisel Doege, Heaviest Fish Winner, 10-16 division; Noah Weeks, 
Master Angler, 3-9 division; and  McCain Miller,  Heaviest Fish, 3-9 division.

Stan Mahoney Memorial Fishing Rodeo  
educates and builds relationships with youth

By David Horton

The sun is rising as boats are being launched in the bay for a day of fishing  
in the Stan Mahoney Memorial Youth Fishing Tournament. 
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City’s sign ordinance now has “teeth” to it
By Jan H. Gunter

Happy New Year from the City of Opelika. From all of us to all of you, we hope 2010 
brings you prosperity, health and happy memories.

There are two important things you should know about what is taking place in 
the City of Opelika during the early months of 2010.

The City of Opelika has had a sign ordinance in place for many years now, prohibiting 
signage along city rights of way (ROW) and on utility poles. The reason for this ordinance is 
two-fold: signs in the ROW make our roadways unsightly and have the potential of distract-
ing motorists from paying attention to traffic as they should; signage nailed to city utility 
poles presents potential dangerous conditions for linemen restoring power in inclement 
weather, and causes the city to have to replace utility poles more quickly.  

Over the past five years. the city has had several information campaigns to get the word 
out to the Opelika public on this important ordinance. And since he was elected in 2004, 
Mayor Gary Fuller has had ongoing orders for city workers to remove signs from the ROWs 
and utility poles whenever they were out along the streets.  For awhile, after each campaign, 
this issue had improved and people complied with the ordinance.  Unfortunately, after a 
couple of months, old habits returned resulting in another influx of signs on city rights of 
way and utility poles. Since more than 5,000 signs have been removed by city employees 
since June 2009, Mayor Fuller and the city administration have decided enough is enough.  

Therefore, on Dec. 15, 2009, the city administration brought an amendment to the 
City Council regarding the sign ordinance. The Council approved it, which gives the City of 
Opelika “teeth” to the enforcement of the ordinance banning signage from city rights of way 
and utility poles. 

The new ordinance will give the city the authority to issue a maximum fine of $250 and 
a written citation (and a trip to municipal court) if a citizen or business is caught placing 
signs in the public right of way or on utility poles. 

As Mayor Fuller puts it, “We live in a beautiful community.  Keep Opelika Beautiful does 
a tremendous job.  Most of our neighborhoods and our residents take a great deal of pride in 
their lawns and what their homes look like…and then we have folks who abuse things with 
these signs.”  

The Mayor also stated that the last thing he wants to see is for any citizen to be fined 
for placing a sign on city property, but the city will enforce the ordinance when needed. The 
new ordinance does not cover signs placed on private property.

What is a right of way?  Right of way areas differ in width, depending on the streets. Ac-
cording to City Attorney Guy Gunter, the public right of way is defined as “the entire street 
or highway right of way property line to property line, including sidewalks and parkways.”  
Utility poles and water mains are inside the public right of way. The best way for citizens to 
ensure they are not placing signage in the city right of way is to place them behind the line 
of utility poles.  

next Electronic r ecycling Day, Feb. 6
Keep Opelika Beautiful has announced its 3rd Electronics Recycling Day will be held 

Saturday, Feb. 6. 
This year, the City of Opelika will be joined by the City of Auburn, Auburn University 

and Lee County in hosting the event. This partnership was formed in an effort to combine 
expertise and capabilities to make recycling more efficient in our entire area.  

Another change in Recycling Day will be the drop-off site for electronics. Instead of be-
ing in Miles Thomas Field, the drop-off location will be at Midway Plaza (on Opelika Road). 
Items you can bring in for recycling include: computers, CD and DVD drives, monitors, hard 
drives, floppy and zip drives, scanners, printers, fax machines, adding machines, small 
kitchen appliances, cell phones, corded and cordless phones, coffee makers, electrical cords, 
CD and CD cases, VHS tapes, pagers, computer cables, alkaline batteries, and video games.  
TVs can be recycled, but there is a $10 fee to remove the non-recyclable parts, but every-
thing else is free.  

For more information on Recycling Day, contact Keep Opelika Beautiful, (334) 749-4970.

the waterways in our 
area,” said David Hor-
ton, Superintendent of 
Public Affairs, Riviera 
Utilities. “They enjoy 
working with the kids 
and teaching them the 
importance of sports-
manship and fishing 
the right way.  And 
with this tournament, 
we can continue to 
remember and recog-
nize our friend, Stan 
Mahoney.  We want to 
continue to remind our 
kids about his legacy 
and his desire to pro-
tect the waterways and 
its inhabitants in this 
great area we call home. 
The volunteers of the 
WBWW are a great group 
of people to work with 
and Tommy Patterson 
has been a tremendous 
chairman of this event.  
My thanks to all of the 
WBWW volunteers for 
their efforts to make 
this tournament a suc-
cess.”

“We want to thank 
the businesses in our 
community that help 
support this tourna-
ment and to all who 
have volunteered their 
time and efforts toward 
making this event a 
success for our area 
youth,” Dugger added. 
“Thanks to Barber Ma-
rina for the use of their 
beautiful facility on 
the bay and to Charlie 
Baumhauer with Bald-
win Sewer for cooking 
burgers and hot dogs for 
the kids. Thanks to all 
the volunteers. You all 
really did us proud this 
year. What a fine tour-
nament where the kids 
can compete and learn.  
It was a very good day 
on the water.” 
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Piedmont  
experiences  

positive growth 
By Ben Singleton

Piedmont has recently expe-
rienced positive growth and 
additions throughout the city. 

One of the additions includes a 
new Career Technical Center at Pied-
mont High School. The Career Tech 
Center was built to provide training 
for skilled workers for local businesses 
in Piedmont and the surrounding 
areas, and to encourage students to 
continue their training at a higher 
level. The technical program includes 
classes such as woodworking, carpen-
try, welding, landscaping, and agri-
culture. There are additional programs 
offered with the new Career Technical 
Center as well. The school anticipates 
additional growth with its career tech 
program, and it hopes to offer addi-
tional classes in the years to come. 

Another addition to the high 
school is a Community Storm Shel-
ter and Multi-Purpose Building. The 
storm shelter will provide a safe 
place from severe weather for the 
community and school. The shelter 
can withstand winds up to 275 miles 
per hour. The building will also be 
used for multi-purpose events for the 
school and city. 

The new Piedmont Housing 
Authority Administration Building is 
another addition to the city. 

“We built this for the citizens of 
Piedmont,” said Keith Word, Executive 
Director, Piedmont Housing Author-
ity.  “We also have plans for the old 
office space and another building 
close to the housing authority build-
ing.” 

Piedmont is also happy to wel-
come the new Key West Inn.  It is 
a new 31-room motel, located a few 
blocks from the Chief Ladiga Trail. 
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tO r EPOrt  An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr  CIt Y  * Day t ime (256) 409-2080 
 After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421  

DO nOt  CALL 911
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For many years, Russell employees and their families enjoyed the Rus-
sell Pool Complex. The complex was home to the Summer Fun Program 
for children and softball tournaments. In October 2009, Russell Cor-

poration officially gave the Russell Pool Complex to the City of Alexander 
City. Russell also donated the land behind the offices of the city’s utilities 
departments.  

Russell Corporation offered the pool complex to the city with the un-
derstanding that an access road would be added and improvements would 
be done. The city council had to decide whether to accept Russell’s offer or 
rebuild the pool at the Sportplex. They made the decision to accept the gift 
from Russell Corporation after careful consideration. The cost to rebuild the 
current pool would have cost the city more than to make the changes to 
the pool complex.

The request for an access road was needed to prevent the pool complex 
traffic from traveling through the Russell Corporation area. Currently, the 
only way to access the pool is through company area. The city is making 
preparations for this new road. After completion, the pool complex can be 
accessed from a road off Highway 280. The city is also working to insure 
that the area meets all government regulations.

Mayor Barbara Young, the City Council and all of the City Of Alexander 
City are very appreciative to Russell Corporation for this generous gift. This 
recreation complex will be a great addition to Alexander City. Summer is 
approaching and with it comes a lot of summer activities. The Russell Pool 
Complex will certainly be put to good use soon.

Russell Pool Complex

Alexander City receives  
Russell Pool Complex

By Tracy Kendrick
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In addition to being world-renowned in the fields of education 
and aviation, Tuskegee is noteworthy in yet another 
aspect. The city and the greater Macon County com-

munity are home to a wide variety of architectural 
styles.

Wendy Slaton, president of the Tuskegee 
Main Street Development Foundation, says 
architectural enthusiasts will thoroughly enjoy 
the Tuskegee experience of historic homes 
and buildings, located along Main Street and 
throughout the greater community.

“Visiting Tuskegee is like taking a little 
architecture course,” said Slaton.

According to Slaton, the Alabama Histori-
cal Commission declared the Johnston-Curtright 
Home, circa 1850, as one of the finest examples of 
Greek Revival architecture in east Alabama. Located 
on North Main Street, the home includes a five-bay façade 
with a full-width, two-story portico and six-fluted Doric col-
umns. The first floor also features front jib windows. 

Located next door is the Henry Neill Segrest Law Office, circa 
1840. Built in the same style as the aforementioned home, the building is one of Alabama’s oldest remaining law of-
fices. The structure was relocated from downtown Tuskegee in 2006 to avoid demolition.

Both structures are in the process of being restored. The former into a community multi-purpose center and the 
latter, an art gallery.   

Another point of interest is the Queen Anne-
styled Drakeford Home, circa 1892. Once the site 
of the East Alabama Female College, the home 
features an asymmetrical facade, a dominant 
front-facing gable, overhanging eaves and polygo-
nal towers. 

Furthermore, The Oaks, circa 1899, the former 
home of Booker T. Washington and the first home 
in Macon County to have indoor plumbing and 
electricity, is also a definite must see. The Queen 
Anne-style home includes a wrap-around porch, 
fish-scale shingles, decorative woodwork and a 
gable roof. 

These are but a preview of the city’s designs. 
Other styles include Richardson Romanesque, 
Neoclassical, Italianate, Colonial Revival and Victo-
rian, found in other structures throughout Macon 
County. 
To prospective visitors desiring to become ac-

quainted with Tuskegee’s hidden architectural history through its homes and other structures, Slaton says, “Our door is 
open. We’ve swept off the welcome mat and we want you to come out and see what we have to offer.” 

To schedule a personal tour of the architectural designs, call (888) 849-4094.

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

Tour a historic home
By Diana Abston

Drakeford Home

Johnston-Curtright Home
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Places to Go and Things to Do

Alexander City
Adelia M r ussell Library. The Big Read: Alabama 

Reads  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark 
Twain. The Big Read is an initiative of the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts in partnership with 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services and 
the Adelia M. Russell Library. For information on 
our upcoming programs and events, contact the 
Library at (256) 329-6796, or visit http://www.
alexandercityonline.com/library.htm

Mainstreet Alexander City. Annual membership 
drive during the month of January. For more in-
formation, contact Richard Wagner at 21 Main St., 
or call (256) 329-9227. 

 Jan. 15, ACPr  50+, 10-11 a.m., 3rd Annual Good 
Morning Brunch, Activity Center. Free food. RSVP: 
(256) 596-2008

ACPr  50+: Upcoming 2010 50+Overnight Adven-
ture t rips. Cherry Blossom Festival in Macon, GA; 
Space and Rocket Center and more in Huntsville, 
AL; Lancaster Show Trip and Amish Country in 
Pennsylvania. If interest in receiving a complete 
flyer of any trip listed, contact Corley R. Holt, 
(256) 596-2008.

Feb. 12, ACPr  50+, Annual 50+ Valentine Social, 
Sportplex Gymnasium Building. Call (256) 329-
2910 for more information

Feb. 18, ACPr  50+ Mystery Day Trip.
Feb. 25, ACPr  50+ Monthly Luncheon, 11 a.m., Ac-

tivity Center. Bring a side dish and a $2 donation.

Opelika
Feb. 6, Keep Opelika Beautiful’s 3rd Electronics 

r ecycling Day. Hosted by the City of Opelika, 

the City of Auburn, Auburn University and Lee 
County. Drop-off location will be at Midway Plaza 
(on Opelika Road). Items you can bring in for 
recycling include: computers, CD and DVD drives, 
monitors, hard drives, floppy and zip drives, scan-
ners, printers, fax machines, adding machines, 
small kitchen appliances, cell phones, corded and 
cordless phones, coffee makers, electrical cords, 
CD and CD cases, VHS tapes, pagers, computer 
cables, alkaline batteries, and video games. TVs 
can be recycled, but there is a $10 fee to remove 
the non-recyclable parts. Everything else is free. 
For more information on Recycling Day, contact 
Keep Opelika Beautiful, (334) 749-4970.

Sylacauga
B. B. Comer Museum will host a memorial oil paint-

ing exhibit of work by Warree Charmichael LeB-
ron. There will be a reception on Sunday, Jan. 10, 
2-4 p.m., and another reception on the Jan. 14, 
6:30-8 p.m.

Jan. 14, 9-11 a.m., r etiree/tourism Fair, hosted 
by the Sylacauga Chamber of Commerce.

B. B. Comer Museum will celebrate Black History 
Month with an art exhibition. There will be a 
reception on Feb. 9, 6:30- 8 p.m.

Feb. 16, 6:30 p.m., the Arts Council Annual Din-
ner t heatre will present Chris Phillips & Company 
in “A Walk Down Broadway.” The show will be held 
at the J. Craig Smith Community Center. Tickets 
are $25 each and are available at the B. B. Comer 
Memorial Public Library and the Sylacauga Cham-
ber of Commerce.




