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Education: Key to our economy

Alabama has always ranked high in eco-
nomic competitiveness. That kind of news 
is important to those of us calling Alabama 

our home, and it brings a certain responsibility 
to you and me personally, as well as the business 
community.

This competitive trend began in the mid-
1990s when Mercedes-Benz located in Vance. Since then, Alabama has 
become home to several industries, including Hyundai, Toyota, Honda, 
as well as the automotive suppliers who support their efforts; aerospace 
with Boeing, Lockheed-Martin and Honeywell; and manufacturing 
companies like Ciba, 3M and Michelin.

When industries look for a site to locate their businesses, a check-
list typically includes items such as workforce availability, housing, 
utilities and transportation. High on the list is an educated, well-pre-
pared workforce.

The business community has a vested interest in lending support 
to the education of its community, and the Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) and its 11 Members are committed as well. 

We have found a little help can have a big impact over time. 
Through such initiatives as the AMEA Scholarship Program, AMEA 
and its Members are helping enrich the lives of students throughout 
the state, and the benefits of this program will have a long, lasting ef-
fect.

For the past 18 years, AMEA and its Members have demonstrated 
our commitment to education by providing scholarships to the gradu-
ating high school seniors who receive their electric service from AMEA 
Members, including Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, LaFayette, 
Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Riviera Utilities (Foley), Sylacauga 
and Tuskegee. Granted only to graduating high school seniors, the stu-
dent must attend a four-year college, a junior college, a technical school 
or vocational school within the state of Alabama. 

Each year, AMEA and its 11 Member cities make available 33, 
$2,500 scholarships, which include regular and technical school schol-
arships. 

If you have a student who might qualify for this program, we en-
courage you to go to the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, Scholarship 
Program, and download one of the scholarship applications. Applica-
tion deadline for the 2011 program is Monday, Feb. 7. We take our 
role as a good corporate citizen seriously. That’s why we, along with 
our Members, support education initiatives that contribute to making 
our state economically competitive. Together, we can all help the next 
generation of leaders by giving them the support and experiences they 
need today to make sound decisions in the future.

Happy New Year!

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

You still have time to apply for the 2011 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) Scholarship Program. The dead-

line of Monday, Feb. 7 is just around the corner.
Will you be graduating from high school in 

the spring? Do you receive your electricity from 
a municipal electric system in Alabama? Then 
if your answer to these questions is “yes,” you 
could be eligible to receive a scholarship from 
AMEA and your public power system.

For the past 18 years, AMEA has assisted 
deserving students in each of its 11 Member 
cities (Alexander City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, 
LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, 
Sylacauga and Tuskegee) with their first-year 
tuition to a state university. 

AMEA and its Members will make available 
22, $2,500 scholarships (two scholarships per 
Member city), and 11, $2,500 technical scholar-
ships (one technical scholarship per Member 
city).

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s scholar-
ships, a student’s family must receive electric 
service from a Member’s electric utility and 
the student must attend an Alabama college or 
university.

Applications are currently available from 
school counselors in these Member cities, or you 
can go online to the AMEA web site, www.amea.
com, Scholarship Program.

Applications are reviewed and selected by 
an independent panel of college guidance per-
sonnel. Remember, the application deadline is 
Monday, Feb. 7.

For more information on the program, 
contact your school counselor or Pamela Poole, 
AMEA’s Scholarship Program Coordinator, (334) 
387-3504, (800) 239-2632, Ext. 110, or pam@
amea.com.

2011 AMEA Scholarship  
Program deadline  
is fast approaching

From the editor
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reli-
able and economical source of 
electric power, enabling them to 
preserve and enhance the bene-
fits of municipal utility ownership 
for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive 
to offer services that our Mem-
bers need and can adapt to pro-
vide the best value for their com-
munities and customers.
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Dr. Gilbert L. Rochon, the 
sixth president of Tuskegee Uni-
versity, began his tenure at the 
University on Nov. 1.

Dr. Rochon is the former 
senior research scientist at the 
Rosen Center for Advanced Com-
puting and director of the Purdue 
Terrestrial Observatory at Purdue 
University 

On the cover, Dr. Rochon 
meets with faculty and students. 
He is also shown receiving guests 
at the inaugural reception.

Read more about Dr. Rochon 
on Page 13. (Photos courtesy of 
Tuskegee University). 

Mark Ennis, General Manager, Utilities Board of Tuskegee 
(UBT), welcomes Dr. Gilbert Rochon to Tuskegee University. 
The University is a customer of UBT. (Photo courtesy of 
Tuskegee University).
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2011 will mark the Alabama 
Municipal Electric Authority’s 
(AMEA) 30 years of service and 

innovation to its 11 Members. Over the 
past 30 years, AMEA has been a low-
cost power supplier for its Members 
and has also provided value-added 
services, including distribution sup-
port services, regulatory compliance 
and territorial support, and economic 
development support programs, just to 
name a few.

AMEA’s 30-year history has also 
proven that the organization is an 
innovator in exploring electric gen-
eration options to improve genera-
tion costs.

One way AMEA explored such 
options was our involvement and 
partnership on a first-of-its-kind fuel 
cell project in 2000. AMEA, along with 
Southern Company, FuelCell Energy 
and Mercedes-Benz U.S. International 
Inc., joined in a historic partnership to 
field test an environmentally-responsi-
ble power generation technology as part 
of the process to bring a clean energy 
option to its marketplace.

The intent of the Alabama Direct 
FuelCell Demonstration Project was 
to drive a growing interest in fuel cell 
technology as a demand for cleaner, 
more efficient power generation in-
creases in the U.S. In 2001, due to this 
partnership, a 250 kW fuel cell power 
plant, utilizing Direct FuelCells was 
sited at the Mercedes-Benz production 
facility in Vance, near Tuscaloosa. 

AMEA’s efforts to improve your 
energy future have also included the 
construction of a natural gas-fired 
peaking generation plant, the AMEA-
Sylacauga Plant. The plant, which re-
cently celebrated six years of operation, 
was collectively built by AMEA and its 
11 Members, and became operational 
in 2004. Read more about the AMEA-
Sylacauga Plant on Page 5.

Another example is AMEA’s current 
application with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission for a permit 

George W. Andrews Lock and Dam Hydroelectric Project

to study the feasibility of construct-
ing a hydroelectric generating plant 
at the George W. Andrews Lock and 
Dam on the Chattahoochee River. The 
project is estimated to generate some 24 
megawatts. AMEA hopes to know the 
outcome of the application in the com-
ing months.

AMEA is committed to identifying 
electric generation options which pro-
vide its Members and their customers 
low-cost, reliable electric power.

In recent years in the U.S. Con-
gress, mandates to require renewable 
electric generation have been proposed. 
As AMEA focuses on these possible re-
quirements, it is also looking at hydro-
electric projects. The Andrews Hydro 
Project permit will provide AMEA time 
to consider these congressional man-
dates, as well as the economic feasibility 
of this project, as compared to other 
electric generation options.

Hydropower remains one of the 
cleanest and most environmentally safe 
sources of energy. Hydropower has long 
provided a source of renewable energy 
as annual rainfall replenishes the raw 
material used to make electricity. 

Whether exploring alternative 
electric generation options, promoting 
energy innovation or weatherization 
initiatives, know that AMEA is working 
for a better tomorrow.

AMEA  

Celebrates  

30 Years of 

Service and  

Innovation
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AMEA-Sylacauga Plant  
marks years of success

It was six years ago that the Ala-
bama Municipal Electric Author-
ity (AMEA) and its 11 Members 

collectively built and brought online 
a natural gas-fired peaking genera-
tion plant, the AMEA-Sylacauga Plant. 
The plant became operational in May 
2004.

In 2004, AMEA became the first 
municipal organization in Alabama in 
more than 80 years to build a power 
generation plant.

The AMEA-Sylacauga Plant 
utilizes two state-of-the-art General 
Electric (GE) combustion turbine 
generating units fueled by natural 
gas, each with a generating capacity 
of 47,500 kilowatts, which is enough 
energy to supply approximately 
70,000 homes. The GE LM 6000 gas 
turbine is a stationary gas turbine 
that is derived from the family of jet 
engines. The aircraft version of the 
engine is used to drive several types 
of commercial aircrafts, like the Boe-
ing 747-400.

The AMEA-Sylacauga Plant is 
capable of being started and brought 
to full load operations in less than 15 
minutes. This capability makes the 

AMEA-Sylacauga Plant

plant cost effective for peaking opera-
tions. Three AMEA personnel operate 
and maintain the plant year round.

“The AMEA-Sylacauga Plant 
plays a critical role in the economic 
generating mix required to supply 
the dynamic hourly energy demand,” 
said Tim Foster, AMEA Manager of 
Operations. “Peaking facilities, like 
the AMEA-Sylacauga Plant, are usu-
ally dispatched on short notice to 
operate during extreme conditions 
when the demand is greater than 
the current on-line generation, for 
example the hottest or coldest hours. 
Also, a peaking facility may be dis-
patched to generate if a large facility, 
such as a nuclear plant, unexpectedly 
trips off-line.”

“This plant offers significant 
opportunities to AMEA’s Members,” 
said Fred Clark, AMEA President 
& CEO. “Owning generating assets 
brings value to our Members. AMEA 
was fortunate to buy these units at 
a substantial discount in 2003. Our 
Members and the customers they 
serve have benefitted greatly by 
AMEA’s investment in the AMEA-
Sylacauga Plant.” 

Rid your home of  
energy bandits

In the average home, 75 percent 
of the electricity used to power 
electronics is consumed while the 

products are turned off, according to 
the U.S. Department of Energy.  These 
“phantom loads” occur in most appli-
ances that use electricity, such as VCRs, 
DVD players, televisions, stereos, com-
puters and kitchen appliances.

While the wasted standby power of 
household electronic devices is typically 
very small, the sum of all devices within 
the household becomes significant.

In fact, did you know that a televi-
sion with a remote could use more 
energy during the 20 hours it is turned 
off waiting for you to turn it on than it 
does while you are watching it for four 
hours in the evening?

Here are some clues to identify your 
energy bandits:
• They’re appliances with remote 

controls, such as televisions, DVD 
players and audio equipment;

• They feature a continuous digital dis-
play -- like glowing clocks on stoves 
and microwaves;

• They use rechargeable batteries, such 
as cordless phones (which use energy 
even after the battery is charged);

• And they’re appliances with external 
power supplies, such as inkjet print-
ers and iPod chargers.

To find phantom loads in your 
home, turn off all lights at night and 
look for any lighted electronic displays 
(LEDs) or other glows in the house. Any 
device that requires resetting after a 
blackout or power surge is also an en-
ergy bandit.

For more information on how to 
save energy and money, visit www.
amea.com, Energy Efficiency.
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Real examples 

of performed 

work can help 

you with your 

energy bills 
By Doug Rye

Can you believe it? It’s 2011.
One of the neat things about my work is 

that what I teach helps all year. If you have not 
read my article in the September/October 2010 issue, 
I suggest that you do so as this article is a follow-up to 
that one. If you can’t find the September/October issue, 
you can go to the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
web site, www.amea.com, Publications & News, Alabama 
Currents, and click on the September/October link. 

Remember that I am trying to help you learn ways 
to make your house more energy efficient by using real 
examples of work performed on houses in your state. 
Now let’s look at the next house.

House #2

This house looks very modern from the road. Both 
house and grounds look clean and well kept. It is hard to 
judge the age of the structure. Looking at the house, we 
doubted that it had very many energy problems. But as 
you have heard before, looks can be deceiving. We knew 
from the complaint file that the house was experienc-
ing high electric bills. We met the family and then did a 
walk-through in the house. We immediately noticed that 
this was an old structure with two newer additions with 
features as follows:

• An older structure with three newer additions;
• New vinyl siding and new vinyl windows with 

double glass;
• A 3-ton central electric heating and cooling sys-

tem;
• 4-inch fiberglass in most exterior walls;
• 6 inches of blown fiberglass in attic;
• Mostly flex duct in the attic;
• Three attic access holes – two with no covers;
• 2/3 of the house on a crawlspace and 1/3 on a slab.
We tested the house using a blower door as dis-

cussed in an earlier issue. The house tested at .74 natural 
air changes per hour. That is not good. In fact we would 
call the house a “hummer” in its present state. A great 
thing about the blower door is that it can find the places 
where air infiltration exists, but you cannot see it with 

the eye. Of course, we knew from the walk-through 
that the two attic access holes needed to be covered and 
sealed. That was about the same as having an 8-square-
foot hole in the ceiling open to the attic. What the blower 
door showed us that we didn’t know was that the entire 
living room and dining room ceiling had massive air infil-
tration from the attic. This was somewhat of a surprise as 
this was a new acoustical ceiling and looked really nice.

So what was the problem? Well, the acoustical tile 
grid was installed about 4 inches below the original ceil-
ing. During the installation of the acoustical grid, many 
holes, and I do mean many, were punched through the 
original ceiling directly into the attic. The blower door 
fan almost sucked some of the tiles out of the grid. We 
removed some of the tiles and could see straight into the 
attic. It was a 100-degree day and it was now no surprise 
that the house was having trouble staying comfortable 
and the family had high electric bills.

We really wanted to install 6 inches of cellulose 
insulation in the attic over the fiberglass, but would not 
do it because of all the holes in the ceiling. Therefore, 
this gave us the opportunity to try a new product called 
“Enerflex™” foil radiant barrier. We finished installing 
this product at noon on a hot Tuesday morning. We were 
pleased to find that the attic was about 25 degrees cooler 
at noon on Thursday, which was also a 100-degree day. 
You can go to www.enerflexfoil.com to see this product 
and the proper installation procedure.

We then proceeded to do lots of caulking. We always 
do lots of caulking because it helps stop hot and cold air 
from entering the house.

We re-tested the house and were really pleased 
that it now had about the same air infiltration rate as an 
average new house. We always wish that we could make 
each house perfect, but we did what was feasible for that 
particular house. This house is now more comfortable in 
both the summer and the winter and the utility bill will 
be lower and that is good.

I hope that these articles help you find the feasible 
things that you can do at your house. Until next time, 
have a Happy New Year.

Doug Rye, an Arkansas architect, is known as the ‘King 
of Caulk and Talk’ and ‘America’s Energy Expert. Doug has 
helped thousands of homeowners save money on their power 
bills. He hosts the popular “Home Remedies” radio talk pro-
gram, which has been on the air for 15 years in 14 states. Doug 
speaks annually at American Institute of Architects meetings to 
hundreds of other architects on energy efficiency. He conducts 
over 150 energy-saving seminars per year all across the U.S. 
Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 653-7931, or 
www.dougrye.com
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Every time you turn a light 
switch off, you’re doing 
more than saving a couple of 

pennies on your energy bill. You’re 
contributing to a nationwide effort 
to make the country more efficient.

Your simple energy choices can 
have a great impact on the environ-
ment. One by one, as every house-
hold in the country becomes a bit 
more efficient, the results become 
significant.
Here’s how:

• If every household replaced its 
five most frequently used lights 
with compact fluorescent light 
bulbs, it would prevent more 
than 1 trillion pounds of green-
house gases.

• If every home washed clothes 
in warm or cold water, instead 
of hot, it would save energy 
comparable to 100,000 barrels 
of oil a day.

• If just one household in 10 
chose an ENERGY STAR®-
qualified appliance when re-
placing old equipment, it would 
prevent more than 17 billion 
pounds of greenhouse gases.

• If every family turned the 
water temperature down by 20 
degrees, it would prevent more 
than 45 million tons of annual 
greenhouse gas emissions.

• If everyone saved just one 
gallon of water a day while 
showering, it would save – in 
a year – twice the amount of 
fresh water drawn from the 
Great Lakes every day – plus 
the energy used to heat that wa-
ter. Shortening a shower by two 
minutes can save 10 gallons.

You have 
the power  
to make a  
difference After a long, extensive search for a police chief, the City 

of Lanett has hired Ronald Hugh “Ronnie” Dollar of 
Eufaula to fill the seat. Dollar previously served as the 

director of the Barbour County Emergency Management Agency.  
Chief Dollar has been employed in law enforcement for the 

past 25 years. He began his police career at the City of Eufaula 
as a night shift dispatcher. He graduated from the Montgomery 
Police Academy and became a patrol officer in 1988. In 1990, he 
transferred to Criminal Investigations and there became Chief Investigator in 2006. 

He has been married to Tania Dollar for the past 24 years. They have two 
daughters, Hannah Cannon, 21, and Mollie, 15. Hannah and her husband, Dallas, 
have an eight-month-old son, Kaydon, who is the new chief ’s best buddy.  

Chief Dollar has a B.S. degree from Troy University and a graduate certificate 
from the University of Virginia. He graduated from the FBI National Academy in 
Quantico, VA, in 2008.  In 2010, he became a state certified Emergency Manage-
ment Director.  

Ellis honored by Lanett City Council
John Wesley Ellis started his career at the City 

of Lanett on Oct. 21, 1975, when he was a slim 
young man of 21. Now, he’s known as Big John.

Ellis was hired as an apprentice lineman in 
the Lanett Electric Department and worked his 
way up to lead lineman. He is married to Ann, 
and they have a son, Ricky.    

One of Ellis’ big interests is the Dallas Cow-
boys. 

David DeLee, Utility Superintendent, said, 
“John gets along well with customers, co-work-

ers, and supervisors. He is loyal and very hardworking. I have never heard anyone 
say they did not like John Ellis.”

The Lanett City Council recently honored Ellis with a proclamation for his 35 
years of service.  Mayor Crawley teased and asked Ellis, “Why have you stayed so 
long?”  Ellis replied, “I didn’t intend on being here this long when I started.”  

K-9 Officer Lance Martinez and Marco update
Lanett K-9 Officer Lance Martinez and his partner, a two-year-old Dutch 

Shepherd named, Marco, recently attended the Alabama Canine Law Enforcement 
Officer’s Training Center, Inc., in Northport. They participated in a 320-hour Police 
Service Dog Certification. The team received training 
in tracking, formal and tactical obedience (on and off 
leash), criminal apprehension, directed area search, 
patrol route, building search, and narcotics detection.  

The team completed a PSP (PolizeiSchutzhundpru-
fung), German Police Dog Certification Test.  This is a 
comprehensive narcotics certification comprised of 10 
different searches with a total of 14 finds in a variety of 
environments and amounts of narcotic substances.  

Officer Martinez and Marco were featured on the 
cover of the July/August 2010 Alabama Currents.

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

WATTS NEW IN

LaFayette

Riviera Utilities

Ronald Dollar, new 
Lanett Police Chief

Ellis commendation (Photo courtesy of  
Matthew Strother, The Valley Times-News).

Lanett hires new police chief
By Jennie Gunnells

Lanett K-9 Officer Lance Martinez 
and his partner, Marco.
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1.  CHECK THE WATTAGE OF ALL BULBS IN YOUR LIGHTS. 
      
        Are the bulbs the appropriate wattage for the size of the fixtures? A bulb of too-high wattage may lead to   
       fire through overheating.

2.  CHECK ALL LAMP CORDS AND EXTENSION CORDS

       Are cords placed out of the walking areas and free of furniture resting on them? Tripping hazards may result. 
       Also, stepping on cords or placing furniture on them can cause damage and create a fire hazard.
       Are cords in good condition (not damaged or cracked)? Shock or fire hazards can result from damaged cords.  
       Do not attempt to repair cords yourself. Take any item with a damaged power cord to an authorized repair 
       center, or safely dispose of the item and purchase a new one.
       Are cords unwrapped? Tightly wrapped cords can lead to overheating.
       Are all extension cords being used only on a temporary basis? Extension cords are not as safe as permanent 
       house wiring. Have receptacles installed where they are needed.

3.  CHE CK ALL WALL OUTLETS AND SWITCHES

       Are all outlets and switches working properly? Improperly operating outlets or switches indicate that an  
       unsafe wiring condition may exist.
       Are all outlets and switches cool to the touch? Unusually warm outlets or switches may indicate an unsafe 
       wiring condition exists. 
       Do you hear crackling, sizzling, or buzzing from your outlets? Call a licensed electrician to identify the cause.
       Are all outlet and switch cover plates in good condition? Replace any missing, cracked or broken cover plate. 

Protect your family from fire and other electrical hazards by using this short checklist. These simple and easy 
steps will help you to identify and to correct electrical dangers commonly found in homes.  

Home Safety Checklist 

1.  CHECK ALL COUNTER TOP APPLIANCES
      
        Are all appliance cords placed away from hot surfaces? Pay particular attention to cords around toasters,  
       ovens, and ranges. Cords can be damaged by excess heat.
       Are all appliances located away from the sink? Electrical appliances can cause a shock if they come in         
       contact with water.  Plug kitchen appliances into GFCI protected outlets.

Do appliance cords hang off counter or table tops? These cords are likely to catch on people passing by.   • 

2.  CHECK ALL LARGE APPLIANCES

       Have you ever received even a slight shock (other than one from static electricity) from any of these 
       appliances? Do not touch the appliance until it has been checked by an electrician.
       Is the top and area above the cooking range free of combustibles (for example, potholders, plastic utensils)? 
       Using range for storage of non-cooking equipment may result in fires or burns.
       Is there excessive vibration or movement when the washer or dryer is operating? Movement during operation 
       can put undue stress on electrical connections.

Kitchen



1.  CHECK YOUR BREAKER BOX 

       Is your fuse box or circuit breaker box appropriately labeled? Labeling helps to easily identify what 
       circuits power each room in your home. 
       Does everyone of appropriate age know where the fuse box or circuit breaker box is located and how to 
       turn off and restore power to the home?
       Are you regularly resetting tripped circuit breakers? Circuit breakers that are constantly tripping indicate 
       that the circuit is overloaded or that other electrical hazards exist. Consult a qualified, licensed electrician.
       Is your home protected by Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCIs)? AFCIs are devices that replace standard  
       circuit breakers in the electrical service panel and that greatly reduce the risk of home electrical fires. If 
       you are interested in having AFCI protection added to your home, consult a qualified, licensed electrician.
       

1.  CHECK FOR GROUND FAULT CIRCUIT INTERRUPTERS (GFCIs)
      
       Are the bathroom outlets protected by GFCIs? GFCIs should be installed in kitchens, bathrooms, and other 
       areas where the risk of electric shock is high.
       If you have any GFCIs, do you test them regularly? GFCIs must be operating properly to protect 
      against electrocution. 
     
2. CHECK SMALL ELECTRI CAL PRODUCTS SUCH AS HAIR DRYERS AND CURLING IRONS 

       Are they plugged in when not in use? Plugged-in electrical appliances (even when switched off) may result in 
       an electrocution hazard if they fall into water.
       Are they in good condition? Pay particular attention to erratic operation and damaged wiring or other parts. 

Bathroom — Electricity and water don’t mix!  

Basement/Garage

Bedroom
1.  CHECK FOR TAMPER RESISTANT OUTLETS

2.  CHECK PORTABLE HEATERS

       Is it placed away from things that can catch fire such as drapes and newspapers? Relocate heaters away from 
       passageways and keep all flammable materials such as curtains, rugs, furniture or newspaper at least three 
       feet away.
       Is the equipment stable and placed where it will not be tipped over? Fire hazard can result if a heater is  
       tipped over. Animals and even blowing drapes can be factors.

3.  CHECK FOR THE PRESENCE AND PROPER PLACEMENT OF SMOKE ALARMS AND
     TEST EACH ONE. Smoke alarms should be located on every level of the home, inside each bedroom, 
      and outside each sleeping area. 
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For outdoor electrical safety tips, please  visit the Electrical Safety Foundation  International's website,  www.electrical-safety.org 



The B. B. Comer Memorial 
Library in Sylacauga recently 
announced the debut of its 

homepage link to The Avondale Sun at 
www.sylacauga.net/library. Library Di-
rector, Dr. Shirley Spears, called it one 
of the library staff ’s and board’s proud-
est moments when almost 83 years of 
Avondale history was made available via 
a key-word searchable database on the 
Internet.

“It took a partnership to bring this 
massive project to fruition,” said Dr. 
Spears.

The library received an LSTA 
federal grant from the Alabama Public 
Library Service and a grant from The 
Comer Foundation for the digitization 
of the 29,998 images that made up The 
Avondale Sun.  

“We will always be grateful to Ste-
phen Felker for entrusting this invalu-
able source of Alabama history to our 
library and to Mark Tapley for getting 
those papers right on over to the Comer 
Library,” added Dr. Spears.

Shipping the company newspapers 
to Provo, UT, and getting the digitized 
records back was a big step for the 
library, but this was not the end of the 
process. We had to find a way to get the 
digitized newspapers on the Internet 
and a way to keep them there so people 
could use them for pleasure and for 
research.

Again a partnership made access 
possible. Birmingham Public Library 
(BPL), renowned for their history 
archives and helpful staff, came to our 
rescue. Librarian Melinda Shelton and 
former Director George Stewart were 
eager to see The Avondale Sun available 
for public use. So BPL assumed the task 
of getting the records on the Internet 
and they generously agreed to host 
them. Raising the considerable funds for 
this project would have taken a while 
for Comer Library, so we appreciate 
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the helping hand with this worthwhile 
project.  

The first issue of Avondale’s inter-
Mill newspaper was first published in 
Birmingham as “A Paper Without A 
Name” on June 8, 1923. Donald Comer 
announced a contest for the best names 
suggested with a first prize of $5, a sec-
ond prize of $3, and a third prize of $1. 

Comer noted the love of those three 
community papers, Avondale, Mignon 
and Eufaula, and decided that a paper 
featuring local news from each commu-
nity as well as the general news would 
be of interest to all. He felt that sharing 
news would bring the mill communi-
ties closer together. The workers were 
excited about the newspaper as place to 
showcase accomplishments – a reward 
for those who had done something 
worthwhile.

Comer stressed that the news about 
friends and neighbors should come 
from the employees themselves not-
ing that if the readers leaned too much 

on Editor Tippen, “a preponderance of 
general news–state and foreign will be 
the result.” 

The first issue of the newspaper 
under the winning name, The Avondale 
Sun, published on Jan. 4, 1924, sported 
a rising sun with the rays of sunshine 
named for the mills, Mignon, Pell City, 
Sycamore, Birmingham, Bevelle and 
Eufaula.

The outpouring of news from these 
six mill towns proved that Comer was 
on the right track, and The Avondale 
Sun became so much more than just a 
company newspaper. 

The sections from the various 
mills had family news, school news, 
sports news, letters, jokes, social news, 
obituaries, recipes, household hints, 
letters and photos. In addition, short 
stories under the headers of “Matrimo-
nial Adventures” and “Daddy’s Evening 
Fairy Tale” had a prominent place right 
along with articles on safety, health and 
finances.

Mark Tapley, a Sylacauga Utilities Board Member, views the digitized newspaper, The Avondale Sun.

Comer Library makes over  
80 years of Avondale Mills’ newspaper  

available to the public
By Dr. Shirley Spears
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Willis 
Woody, 
lead tree 

trimmer for the City 
of Alexander City 
Light Department, 
recently retired from 
the department. 
Woody was em-
ployed with the City 
for almost 12 years. 
He spent his years of 
service in the Light 
Department on the tree trimming crew. He brought with 
him years of tree trimming experience and he continued to 
build on that while clearing power lines for the City.

The Light Department held a retirement party for 
Woody. Co-workers, as well as Alexander City Mayor Bar-
bara Young, joined in the celebration. The Mayor thanked 
Woody for all his hard work and dedication. 

With 
Woody’s depar-
ture, Joe Ray 
stepped in to the 
lead position. 
Randy Moe was 
hired to fill the 
vacant tree trim-
ming position. 

He started his 
tree trimming duties at the end of September. Ray and Moe 
work hard to keep limbs and trees off the lines and keep 
the power on for the City’s customers.

The Light Department wishes Woody much enjoyment 
in his retirement. He is certainly missed. We would also 
like to welcome Randy Moe to the department. We hope he 
enjoys many years of service.
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Willis Woody (L) is congratulated on his retire-
ment by Alexander City Mayor Barbara Young 
and George East, Superintendent, Alexander 
City Light Department.

Willis Woody retires from  
Alexander City Light Department

By Tracy Kendrick

TO REPORT AN OUTAGE  
IN ALEXANDER CITY:  

Day Time (256) 409-2080  
After Hours/Holidays –  

Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 –  
DO NOT CALL 911

(L to R): Joe Ray and Randy Moe

Donald Comer, longtime president and chairman of 
the board of Avondale Mills, was the son of Braxton Bragg 
Comer, the 33rd Governor of Alabama. Gov. Comer had 
been known as the “education” governor, and many of his 
relatives expressed the sentiment that his son, Donald, was 
carrying out his father’s progressive practices by providing 
interesting, readable material for families to have in their 
homes during a time when illiteracy was high and books and 
newspapers were scarce.

Over the years, The Avondale Sun had many fine editors, 
including Bill Irby, Martha Donze, Graham Byrum, and Kel-
ley Wasserman, to name a few. The Sun also had the ongoing 
interest of the management, but none were more committed 
to the newspaper than J. Craig Smith, a grandson of Gov. 
Comer. Smith had wanted to work for a large newspaper, but 
after he found out how low the pay was for the reporters at 
The Atlanta Constitution, he is quoted as saying, “I came back 
to Avondale and went to work!”

Smith started out as a squidge (cotton weigher) under his 
Uncle Donald, but he worked his way up through the ranks 
and served as president and chief executive officer of Avon-
dale from 1951 to 1970. Smith had newsprint in the blood 
and wrote editorials for The Avondale Sun for several decades 
and proudly served as associate editor.

Editor Bill Irby dubbed J. Craig Smith’s editorials as con-
cise, clear and to the point. Smith wrote the expected pieces 
about the textile industry, business, and government, but 
he was unafraid to tackle controversial subjects. His articles 
were often picked up by other newspapers and periodicals 
nationwide. So the company newspaper, intended for Avon-
dale associates, reached an audience and exerted an influ-
ence far beyond the boundaries of the mill towns.

The Sylacauga’s public library was founded in 1936 and 
received a WPA grant to build a new library which opened in 
1939. The Comer family again upheld Gov. Comer’s love of 
learning by furnishing the new facility and offering support 
for this important educational resource. The library officials 
voted to change the name of the library to the B. B. Comer 
Memorial Library in memory of the late Gov. Braxton Bragg 
Comer. 

Longtime library trustee, Harry Brown, said, “We are 
proud of the name of our library in Sylacauga, and we are 
glad to be a part of saving the legacy of Avondale Mills. That 
textile dynasty meant so much to our town and to other 
small towns and it was such an important part of our state 
and our nation’s history.” 

Dr. Spears encourages everyone to take a look at the 
articles and the photographs in The Avondale Sun. 

“These papers depict a way of life that no longer exists,” 
said Dr. Spears. “The hard copies are brittle and yellow, but 
digitization preserved those beautiful memories forever and 
made them available to everyone with just a click of the 
mouse.” 
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The electric industry is facing a very challenging time. With the cost of fuel continuing to skyrocket, 
a sluggish economy, and predictions of another tough year approaching, our country’s demand for 
electricity is at an all-time high and getting even higher with each passing day. Population growth 

and greater use of computers, electronic products, and home entertainment items have contributed to rising 
demand. 

To deal with forecasted demand increases, many utilities are finding it necessary to increase invest-
ments in transmission and generating facilities to bring the power to customers. The cost of building gen-
erating facilities has increased substantially because of rising costs of raw materials and strong competition 
for engineering services and key parts. The cost of fossil fuels (coal, natural gas and oil) used to generate 
electricity and the cost to take the by-products out of the air (carbon) has increased significantly and in turn 
has led to an increase in the cost of generating electricity.

The cost our customers pay for electricity reflects the price that Riviera Utilities pays for the electric-
ity we provide. We are continuously working hard to keep prices down to help our customers save on their 
electricity bills. Check out our website, www.riveria-utilities.com, and find some energy-saving tips to help 
you maximize your energy dollars.

Riviera Utilities also works closely with our national trade association, the American Public Power As-
sociation, to ensure we have policies that put customers first and ensure a stable supply of electricity while 
protecting the environment. Since two thirds of public power systems do not generate their own electric-
ity, and instead buy it on the wholesale market for distribution to their customers, securing competitively 
priced and reliable wholesale power is a priority. We ask for your continued support as we try to keep prices 
as low as possible while providing you with reliable power.is a priority.

As a customer, you can also help keep your bills as low as possible by conserving electricity and mak-
ing your home more efficient. Some easy ways to save money on your bill include turning lights, appliances, 
and electronics off when not in use; replacing incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs; 
installing a programmable thermostat; and weatherizing your home. 

Here are some energy-efficiency tips to help protect the environment and save on utility expenses:
• Install low-flow showerheads and sink aerators to reduce hot water use;
• Look for the ENERGY STAR® label when buying new products such as televisions, refrigerators, and 

even cell phones;
• To cool and ventilate your home, use fans whenever possible instead of an air conditioner. You can 

also use fans along with the AC, allowing you to raise the thermostat temperature;
• Check your furnace or air conditioner filter each month, and clean or replace it as needed;
• Lower the temperature on your water heater. A thermometer held under running water should read 

no more than 130 degrees;
• Trees can help you save energy by shading and/or providing windbreaks. Plant trees on the south, 

east, and/or west sides of your home. Be sure to shade the AC unit. Evergreen trees and shrubs are 
good for creating windbreaks to stop cold winds.

Riviera Utilities’ mission is to continuously provide you with high quality, reliable service and value, 
while constantly striving to improve ourselves and the communities we serve. We look forward to the new 
year and having you as a customer.   

Riviera Utilities works hard to provide 
low-cost, reliable electricity

By David Horton
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The Main Ingredient
By Joette Booker

Dothan Utilities’ mission is to provide efficient, effective, 
and economical electrification, potable water, fire protec-
tion and wastewater services to the citizens of Dothan. 

That’s pretty basic and to the point, with one obvious ingredient 
purposely missing. The main ingredient that makes providing 
these services possible is the many devoted people working behind 
the scenes who represent Dothan Utilities. 

Dothan Utilities is comprised of 153 employees overseeing 
the electric system, water system, wastewater collections system, 
and wastewater treatment facilities. Of those employees, 28 are 
currently eligible to retire, with an additional 18 eligible to retire 
within the next five years. 

From electric lineman apprentices just beginning their careers 
to the seasoned senior employees embarking on possible retire-
ment, this department is what it is because of its workforce. Di-
rected by a professional engineer who began his City career in the 
water engineering section, the people he supervises are passionate 
about what they do by providing the very best possible customer 
service. 

To say it is a good place to work would not do Dothan Utilities 
or the City of Dothan justice.  In a time where jobs are few and far 
between, simply being employed is a good thing. However, being 
employed doing something you love and look forward to on a daily 
basis is much better than good….it’s great.  Having the opportu-
nity to serve the citizens of Dothan is truly an honor.

With the New Year upon us, our resolution is and always will 
be to continue serving our customers.  With each flip of the light 
switch and turn of the faucet, we will proudly be there working for 
you. 

We at Dothan Utilities want to wish you a Happy New Year. 
May your new year be prosperous and your blessings many.

(Front row, L 

to R): Lindsay 

McDonald, 

Water; Craig 

Smith, Electric. 

(Back Row, L to 

R): Tirrell Melton, 

Wastewater 

Collection; Scott 

Brazell, Electric; 

Pat Leonard, 

Water.
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Tuskegee University President 
hopes to enhance university, 

community
By Janene Tate 

Tuskegee University

Dr. Gilbert L. Rochon, the sixth president 
of Tuskegee University, is beginning his 
tenure with a vision of enhancement. He 

officially took office Nov. 1, continuing a consistent 
legacy of profound leadership.

The former senior research scientist at the 
Rosen Center for Advanced Computing and director 
of the Purdue Terrestrial Observatory at Purdue 
University aims to add to the rich legacy of the Uni-
versity, community relations, international presence 
and more. 

“It would be an injustice not to build upon the 
greatness of Tuskegee University,” said Dr. Rochon, 
who is also a professor. “We must prepare students 
to compete in any environment. We must see to it 
that Tuskegee can advance into a premier, globally 
recognized research university. Being job-ready is 
also critical after graduation. If we don’t produce 
leaders, why are we here?”

The New Orleans native feels it is also im-
portant to enhance the liberal arts program and 
activities, economic development and student life. 
“There is no magic wand (to remedy problems),” 
Dr. Rochon said. “It’s going to take a coalition effort 
among faculty, staff, administrators and students.”

Amid talking about plans for the future of the 
University, Dr. Rochon stressed maintaining and 
enhancing the Tuskegee brand. “Tuskegee Uni-
versity is known around the world for a variety of 
reasons,” he said. “We can build upon that to an ex-
traordinary degree, expanding its global footprint.”

Other plans include more collaboration with 
outside entities for research opportunities. Most re-
cently, the University announced a partnership with 
a prostate cancer research program in Connecti-
cut. “We are open to increasing partnerships, not 
only for prostate cancer, but for chronic, infectious 
diseases among the impoverished and genetically 
predisposed,” he said. 

Dr. Rochon also stressed the importance and 
need for “town and gown to march shoulder to 
shoulder,” referring to community relations and 
revitalization. “We’re all in this boat together.”
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The City of Opelika wishes you a 
very Happy New Year! We hope 
this New Year will be your best 

one yet. 
During the coming year there will be 

lots to do around Opelika. We hope you’ll 
visit the city’s website, www.opelika.
org, often to find out about all of the fun 
community activities going on during the 
coming year. To help you get started with 
the New Year, here are just a few things 
coming up in February.

Opelika Parks & Recreation  
Special Events

The Parks & Recreation’s newest list of activities can 
be found on the city’s website under Parks & Recreation. 
Just click on “The Park Bench Winter-Spring” listing for the 
times, places and activities for all age groups (pre-school 
through senior adults). Some of the more popular events 
occur in February at the Opelika Sportsplex & Aquatics 
Center

Feb. 3, Young at Heart Dance. Join us for a dance for the 
“young at heart.” The evening begins at 5 p.m. with dinner 
and continues on through 9:30 p.m. with dancing, picture 
taking and all sorts of fun. This special event is for those 
50+ individuals who are still – what else? – young at heart. 
Admission is $15 for singles or $25 for couples. Picture 
packages are available for $8. Reservations are required by 
Feb. 1. 

Feb. 4, Friday Night Drop-in Sweetheart Dance. The 
Opelika Sportsplex & Aquatics Center will be decorated and 
transformed into a balloon-filled wonderland so that 6th, 
7th, & 8th graders, dressed in their Sunday best can 
come out for a night of music, dancing and fun. A King and 
his Court will be selected by Friday Night Drop-In members 
and presented at the dance. Special musical entertainment 
is provided by OZZ. Girls invite that special guy.  Open to 
Drop-In Members only. Optional picture packages, $8.

Feb. 6, Dandy Dad Dinner-Dance (for fathers and 
daughters). This great event will be held at the Opelika 
Sportsplex & Aquatics Center and will begin at 6 p.m. It is 
heart-warming to watch girls of all ages creating treasured 
memories with their Dad. Many fathers escort two or three 
daughters and they all enjoy the moment. The musical enter-
tainment for the evening is OZZ. He makes Dads who think 
they can’t dance into disco stars for the night with his cre-
ative instruction. Laughter abounds as they sing and dance 

to YMCA and Cha-Cha Slide. Yet the danc-
ers grow quiet at the evening’s end when 
Butterfly Kisses is played and each father 
realizes that in the blink of an eye his 
little girl will be grown. Admission: $30 
(couple), $5 for each additional daughter. 
Includes: Meal, corsage/boutonniere, and 
activities. Optional picture package, $7 
(2-5x7, 4 wallets) Note: You will need to 
make reservations in advance by calling 
(334) 705-5560.

Feb. 26, Arbor Day in Opelika 
 (Details will be on the website by the  
end of January).

2011 Holiday Schedule for the City of Opelika

Every year, the City of Opelika offices are closed on cer-
tain holidays. Those holidays include: Martin Luther King’s 
Birthday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years. When city 
offices are closed, it usually means that the garbage collection 
schedules for one or two of the four garbage routes will be 
shifted to a special time. Here is the “rule of thumb” citizens 
and businesses can follow:
• If a holiday falls on a Monday, then Monday collection 

routes will be picked up on Tuesday; Tuesday collection 
routes will be picked up on Wednesday. Thursday and 
Friday collection routes remain the same.

• If a holiday falls on a Tuesday, Monday collection routes 
remain the same; Tuesday’s collection routes will be 
picked up on Wednesday; Thursday and Friday collec-
tions routes remain the same.

• If the holiday falls on a Wednesday, then all collection 
routes remain the same.

• If the holiday falls on a Thursday, Monday and Tuesday 
collection routes remain the same. Thursday collection 
routes will be picked up on Wednesday; Friday collec-
tion routes remain the same.

• If the holiday falls on a Friday, Monday and Tuesday 
collection routes remain the same. Thursday collection 
routes will be picked up on Wednesday; Friday collec-
tion routes will be picked up on Thursday.

Garbage cans should be placed by the road no later than 
6:30 a.m. on collection day, and removed no later than 24 
hours afterwards. Schedules for holiday collections are always 
placed on the city’s website, www.opelika.org . 

Abundant activities planned for Opelika in 2011
By Jan H. Gunter

A local father and daughter enjoy Opelika’s Dandy 
Dad Dinner and Dance.
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Places to Go &  
thinGs to do

Alexander City

New Year’s Sales. Visit the downtown shops for 
great sales after the first of the year.

Feb. 18-21. 2011 Great Backyard Bird Count. 
The Great Backyard Bird Count is an 
annual four-day event that engages bird 
watchers of all ages in counting birds to 
create a real-time snapshot of where the 
birds are across the continent.  For more 
information. visit www.birdsource.org/
gbbc/.

Dothan

Jan. 8, 10 a.m., Gardening For Birds. 
Interpretive Center Auditorium, Landmark 
Park. Gerald Hartley, instructor. 
Registration required. Free with paid gate 
admission. 

Jan. 8, 9:30 a.m., Wiregrass Woodturners 
Club Meeting. Alabama Agricultural 
Museum. Held first Saturday of each 
month. Open to the public. No experience 
necessary. Free with paid gate admission. 

Jan. 8 and Feb. 5, 1 p.m., Landmark Dulcimer 
Club Jam Session. Held first Saturday 
of each month. Must have a mountain 
dulcimer. No experience necessary. Free 
with paid gate admission. 

Jan. 9 and Feb. 13, 4 p.m., Reptile Feeding. 
Interpretive Center Classroom, Landmark 
Park. Held second Sunday of each month.  
Watch park staff feed the snakes and 
learn why these animals are important 
to the environment. Free with paid gate 
admission. 

Jan. 14, Lipizzaner Stallions. Dothan Civic 
Center. For more information, please visit 
www.lipizzaner.com, or call (334) 615-
3175 for ticket information.

Jan. 15, 10 a.m., Bluebird Workshop. 
Interpretive Center Auditorium, 
Landmark Park. Gerald Hartley, instructor 
Registration required. Free with paid gate 
admission. 

Jan. 20, AUSA Breakfast. Dothan Civic Center. 
Call (334) 615-3175 for ticket information.

Jan. 22, 10 a.m., Hummingbird Workshop. 
Interpretive Center Auditorium, Landmark 
Park, Dothan. Fred Basset, instructor. 
Registration required. Free with paid gate 
admission. 

Jan. 22 and Feb. 26, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Farm Program. Wiregrass Farmstead, 
Landmark Park. Learn about turn-of-the-
century farm ing methods. Free with paid 
gate admission. Registration required. Co-
sponsored by the Alabama Agricultural 
Museum. 

Jan. 24, 6 p.m., Annual Membership 
Drive Dinner for Dothan Landmarks 
Foundation members. Stokes Activity 
Barn. Recap of 2010, new board mem bers, 
and Volunteer of the Year and Heritage 
Award winners announced. Advance 
tickets required. 

Jan. 30, Dothan Eagle Bridal Fair. Dothan 
Civic Center. Call (334) 615-3175 for ticket 
information. 

Feb. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Living 
History Winter Session. Landmark Park. 
Experience life on a Wiregrass Farmstead in 
the early 1900s. Maxi mum of 30 students 
and a minimum of 20 students. Suggested 
grade levels: 3rd-8th.

Feb. 1, Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce 
Spotlight on Business. Dothan Civic 
Center. Visit www.dothan.com for details.  

Feb. 4 and 18, 6 p.m., Astronomy Nights. (Rain 
Date Feb. 25). Landmark Park. Stargazing, 
planetarium programs, wagon rides and 
refresh ments. Registration required. 
Admission is $4 for non-members and $2 
for members. Scouts in uniform will receive 
a discount. Astronomy Night meets several 
requirements for the Astronomy Badge. 

Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m., Music South’s Winter 
Concert. Dothan Civic Center. Featuring 
Gold Gates. Come enjoy traditional Russian 
folk music and dance with Gold Gates. 
The group was established in 1993 in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. For more information, 
call (334) 677-3431, or e-mail info@
musicsouth.com. You can also find more 
information at www.musicsouth.com.

Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m., Music South’s Free Youth 
Concert. Dothan Civic Center. Music South 
invites children from the Wiregrass area 
to enjoy a free winter concert. For more 
information, call (334) 677.3431, or e-mail 
info@musicsouth.com.

Feb. 11, 6 p.m., Party for the Park, Stokes 
Activity Barn, Landmark Park. Fundraiser 
with barbecue and music. Advance tickets 
required. 

Feb. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Woodturner Show. 
Stokes Activity Barn, Landmark Park. 
Woodturning Demo, exhibits, crafts for 
sale. Free with paid gate admission. 

Feb. 25, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Aerospace Adventures. 
Landmark Park. In recognition of Alabama 
Aerospace Week, students in grades 2-8 
will participate in hands-on flight activities, 
planetarium program, rocket launches and 
radio controlled flight demonstrations. Pre-
registered school groups only. 

Spring Break Camp Registration. Landmark 
Park. Members, Feb. 28; Non-members, 
March 7. Half-day camps for kids. Topics 
include turtles, squirrels, insects and more. 
Camps are from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Space is 
limited and registration required. 

Weekdays, 4 p.m., Farm Animal Feeding. 
Wiregrass Farmstead, Landmark Park. Join 
Farm Manager Sid Brannon as he feeds 
the farm animals. Learn what each animal 
eats and the traditional role they played 
on a farm. Free with paid gate admission. 
Co-sponsored by the Alabama Agricultural 
Museum.

Fairhope

Jan. 7, First Friday Artwalk. Downtown 

Fairhope. For information, call (251) 928-

2228.

Jan. 25, 2:45 p.m., Senior Bowl Practice. 

Volanta Park, W.C. Majors Field, Fairhope. 

For information, call (251) 990-0174.

Feb. 4, First Friday Artwalk. Downtown 

Fairhope. For information, call (251) 928-

2228.

Feb. 19, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Ecumenical 

Ministries Chili for Charity. Oak Hollow 

Farm. For information, call (251) 928-3430.

Feb. 26, 2:30 p.m. Mystic Mutts of Revelry 

(MMOR). Downtown Fairhope. For 

information, call (251) 929-1466.

Feb. 26, 6:45 p.m., KOER Mardi Gras Parade. 

Downtown Fairhope. For information, call 

(251) 929-1466.

Robertsdale

Feb. 3-5, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Quilt Show, Robertsdale 

United Methodist Church, Highway 59, 

Robertsdale. Over 300 quilts will be 

creatively displayed with antiques and 

collectibles. A soup, salad and dessert 

lunch will be available from 11 a.m.-1 

p.m. Also during this same time, musical 

entertainment will be provided. Vendors 

with quilting supplies will be on hand for 

your selection. Bring your scissors, as there 

will be scissor sharpening available. Costs 

are $5 for the Quilt Show and $7 for the 

lunch. Proceeds will go to mission projects, 

local, national and international. For more 

information, contact Betty Gwaltney, (251) 

947-5354; Mary Barnhill, (251) 964-5169; 

or Robertsdale United Methodist Church, 

(251) 947-4602, office@robertsdaleumc.

com, or www.robertsdaleumc.com

Sylacauga

B. B. Comer Museum will host the Whetstone 

family exhibition which will include 

sculpture and paintings. There will be a 

reception on Thursday, Jan. 13, 6:30-8 p.m.

Jan. 18, Taste of Sylacauga. Details will be 

available at a later date.

B. B. Comer Museum will host a “Blues and 

Jazz Celebration,” as part of Black History 

Month. A reception will be held Feb. 10, 

6:30-8 p.m.

Feb. 24, 6 p.m., Annual Dinner Theater, 

hosted by the Sylacauga Arts Council. 

Presenting “Thru the Years with Miss 

Sylacauga,” featuring Susie Hammonds, 

Ginger McDaniel, Katie Simpkins, and 

Sierra Johnson. Tickets will be for sale at 

the Sylacauga Area Chamber of Commerce 

and by members of the Arts Council for $25 

each or a table of 8 for $200.  
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Riviera UtilitiesThe City of Fairhope encourages walking and is working 
to make it possible for more people of all ages to take 
to the streets. 

“We’re working with our schools, teachers, parents, and 
with the organization SmartCoast to build more sidewalks and 
do all we can to make it easy and safe for people to get from 
home to schools, shopping, and restaurants on foot, by bicycle, 
without having to always just use their cars,” said Fairhope 
Mayor Tim Kant. “Over the past decade, we’ve greatly added 
to the number of sidewalks in town, and I’m happy to say that 
there are always people out walking on these sidewalks.”

Initiatives like the monthly, “Walk Your Child to School 
Day,” encourage walking as an easy form of exercise, said 
Charlene Lee with the organization SmartCoast.

“Kids love it, parents love it, and we usually have a good 
turnout. Now we need to educate everyone that walking and 
riding bikes is something you can do every day,” said Ms. Lee.

For that, SmartCoast is working toward the Walking 
School Bus idea, where small groups of children could walk to 
school under adult supervision. 

“This is an idea that’s catching on in other parts of the 
country, and we really want to promote it here,” she added. 

The City of Fairhope has applied for a grant for the Safe 
Routes to School Program that would support building more 
sidewalks around our schools, but Mayor Kant says he wants 
the city to continue adding sidewalks throughout town. 

“We believe that people want to live in a healthy commu-
nity, and sidewalks are a big part of that,” Kant said.

Kant also noted that Fairhope will be host to the first 
State of Alabama Trails Conference in April, which will be a 
great thing for the community and great way to showcase the 
city’s efforts.

For more information on SmartCoast or the City of 
Fairhope’s efforts, call (251) 990-0218.

Walkable community important to Fairhope quality of life
By D. Fran Morley

City of Fairhope encourages residents to take to the city sidewalks.


