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Over the past two years, you have 
seen our desire, and the desire 
of your public power system, to 

help you manage your energy costs. We 
have demonstrated that effort through 
energy-efficiency articles and other 
helpful energy-saving tips in Alabama 
Currents. We care about how your 
electric bill can impact your everyday 
life. Helping you take control of your energy habits and 
behaviors, especially when it impacts your electric bill, is 
of utmost concern to us.

That’s why we have formed partnerships with organi-
zations to help you manage your energy costs. Recently, 
AMEA and its Members partnered with the Alabama 
Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) 
and your community action agency/weatherization as-
sistance program to promote the Alabama Weatherization 
Assistance Program. We know that during these economic 
hard times, paying your electric bill can sometimes put 
a burden on your pocketbook. And for those low-income 
families who are particularly struggling, assistance can 
be a welcome relief.

By cutting the energy bills of low-income families in-
stead of offering aid, weatherization reduces dependency 

and liberates these funds for spending on more pressing 
family issues. 

Weatherization and energy-efficiency programs can 
help consumers manage their energy costs all year long, 
not just during these economic hard times. Weatheriza-
tion reduces energy costs for low-income families by 
improving the energy efficiency of their homes. The as-
sistance is free to qualifying homeowners.

As part of President Obama’s American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (economic stimulus bill), which 
was signed into law in February, state energy offices, like 
ADECA, and weatherization assistance programs through-
out the nation will see increased dollars coming their 
way for home weatherization efforts. 

That’s good news for potentially hundreds of low-in-
come families in Alabama. The program will see its funds 
greatly increased due to the expanded emphasis from the 
stimulus bill, which includes $5 billion for the Weather-
ization Assistance Program. The emphasis of this plan – 
to make 2.5 million low-to-moderate income homes across 
the nation more energy efficient.

Alabama’s share is more than $127 million. The 
funding includes $71.8 million in home weatherization 

Continued on page 4
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The cover shows a view of the 16th hole and fairways from available 
scenic home lots at the Riverside Country Club Golf Course in Lanett, AL.

The new 9 holes of the golf course wind serenely through Riverside 
Estates, a new planned golf community, located near the existing River-
side Country Club. The development will feature exquisite single-family 
homes, which reflect the energy and attraction of the new and growing 
residential market in the area.  

The new golf community is designed by Kenny Ezell, a former All-
American at Furman University and a member of the PGA Tour. To date, 
Ezell has designed 80 courses. One of his better-known works is The Vil-
lages in central Florida.   

The City of Lanett will supply all the water, sewage and gas to Riv-
erside Estates and part of the electricity, which will include underground 
utilities. 

Cover photo by Penny Bowie
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MISSION STATEMENT

AMEA’s mission is to provide for 
our Member communities a reliable and 
economical source of electric power, 
enabling them to preserve and enhance 
the benefits of municipal utility owner-
ship for their citizens and the electric 
customers they serve. We strive to offer 
services that our Members need and can 
adapt to provide the best value for their 
communities and customers.
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In My Opinion

Over the past several issues of Alabama Currents, I 
have expressed my concern about congressional 
mandates that I have viewed as unreasonable. 

These mandates could mean significant electric rate 
increases in order to meet new requirements.

I want you to know that I am a strong supporter of 
a clean environment. However, I also want you to know 
that clean air environmental mandates come at a cost.

Over the life of the electric utility industry, utilities 
have attempted to provide electric service at the lowest 

possible cost. In AMEA’s case, that is our mission – to provide electric service 
from sources that are the most economical. Our industry has found that over 
the last 100 years, coal generated electricity has been a low cost generation 
fuel.

In 1990, Congress dramatically revised and expanded the Clean Air Act 
of 1970 to establish new and more stringent air quality standards. These 
standards address emission controls on SO2 (sulfur dioxide), NOx (nitrogen 
oxide), and mercury. SO2 and NOx are the principal pollutants that cause 
acid precipitation (rain). 

AMEA is also required to meet these environmental requirements 
through our contractual resources. AMEA partners have invested billions of 
dollars by installing Selective Catalytic Reduction Systems (SCRs) and scrub-
ber technology. These congressional mandated environmental enhancements 
come at a cost and AMEA Member consumers have been directly impacted 
and will continue to be impacted.

Also, in order to meet some of these requirements, our fuel sources 
changed due to the need for low sulfur coal to be burned in many of our 
coal-fired resources. Low sulfur coal is being shipped into Alabama today 
from Wyoming and Colombia, South America, which is adding to our fuel 
costs. 

As I focus on the new congressional proposals to control carbon emis-
sions, I am concerned about you, our consumers, having the ability to pay 
for these proposals through higher electric rates. I am concerned about the 
ability of our poor and fixed-income seniors to pay these future costs. I am 
also concerned about our industries that are competing globally with foreign 
competitors, which do not have these same electric generating emissions 
requirements.

I have been involved in energy policy for over 20 years, having worked 
for former U.S. Senator Howell Heflin, U.S. Senator Richard Shelby, the state’s 
electric cooperatives, and the state’s electric cities, and I am concerned 
about the impact of broad reaching, significant climate change proposals.

I believe it is important to be a good environmental steward of our land, 
water and air. I also believe Congress will likely pass climate change legisla-
tion with the only question being…at what price? Just as the 1990 Clean 
Air legislation is impacting us today, this proposed legislation will have a 
much greater impact on our consumers in the future. I am hopeful that our 
congressional leaders will support climate change legislation that is balanced 
between our environmental protection measures and the impact on the 
economy and your electricity costs.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO

funding for low-income families in 
Alabama and $55.5 million for the 
state energy program.

Under the stimulus bill, the 
amount that can be spent on each 
home increased from $2,500 to 
$6,500, to allow more comprehensive 
energy-efficiency measures to be im-
plemented. The program is available 
for families making up to 200 percent 
of the federal poverty level or about 
$44,000 a year for a family of four.

By promoting energy efficiency 
and weatherization programs to 
insulate homes and save money, 
families can permanently cut their 
energy bills while putting lots of 
foot soldiers to work ensuring that 
the insulation and reparation gets 
underway.

Residential customers consume 
about a fifth of the nation’s electrici-
ty supply. Cutting that demand would 
make a big difference.

On average, in Alabama, weath-
erization reduces heating bills by 32 
percent and overall energy expenses 
by $413 per year at current prices. 
The spending spurs low-income 
communities toward job growth and 
economic development. Weatheriza-
tion returns $1.30 in energy-related 
benefits for every $1 invested in the 
program, according to ADECA.

Want to know if you qualify 
for the Weatherization Assistance 
Program? See Pages 6 and 7 for a list 
of community action agencies/weath-
erization assistance programs which 
serve your area. Weatherization co-
ordinators are seeking applicants for 
this free program.

AMEA and its Members will con-
tinue seeking ways to help you man-
age your energy costs during these 
economic hard times.

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of  

Communications and Marketing

From the Editor
Continued from page 2
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By Doug Rye

Folks, can you believe that it 
is already time for summer? 
Here comes the hot weather 

and perhaps, higher energy bills. 
Well, like they say, time really 

flies when you are having fun. The 
frog said, time is really fun when 
you are having flies! Okay, enough 
of that nonsense, but I really do 

have fun in my work helping people make their home 
more energy efficient. Something has happened that is 
exciting and important. In fact, I think it is huge.

My mother-in-law once said that the older you get, 
the stranger the world will look. Well, I must admit that 
many things in the world do look very strange to me. 
But out of something that seems like total chaos comes 
this news. You may be eligible for federal tax credits to 
help you pay for energy-efficiency improvements.

On Feb. 17, 2009, President Obama signed a stimu-
lus bill which made significant changes to the earlier 
energy-efficiency tax credits. These tax credits apply to 
a number of items, including windows, insulation, heat-
ing and cooling systems, solar systems, and wind sys-
tems. Why am I so excited? It is because the tax credit 
allowance for the installation of a geothermal heat pump 
is the same as the allowance for a solar or wind system. 
If you go to the chart shown at www.energystar.gov, you 
will see that the tax credit for a geothermal system can be 
30 percent of the total cost with no maximum. I tell you 
again, this is huge. 

As I have taught for years, a geothermal heat pump 
is the most energy efficiency heating and cooling system 
available and it will work 24 hours of every day. While it 
is 75 percent solar, it does not matter whether the sun is 
shining or not.

A geothermal heat pump is the single best invest-
ment that I know of that can help our nation reduce 
the amount of fuel needed to generate electricity. And 
it is now more feasible than ever. I don’t know all of the 
answers, so be sure to check with your tax advisor for 
details.

By the way, a geothermal system will also provide 
most of your hot water for free this hot Alabama summer.

Call me if you have questions. See you in July!

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency in-
formation and tips to help customers maximize their energy 
dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 
653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

H azards commonly found in older homes are 
increasingly causing fires and fatalities in the 
US. However, by taking a few simple steps and 

by incorporating newer technology you can protect your 
home from many of these dangers. 

Each year the Electrical Safety Foundation Interna-
tional (ESFI) sponsors May as National Electrical Safety 
Month. For this year’s campaign, the foundation is help-
ing consumers to take an active roll in identifying older 
home hazards and in safeguarding their families from the 
dangers these hazards pose.

Home electrical problems account for nearly 55,000 
home fires every year. These fires cause over 500 deaths, 
injure more than 1,400 people, and account for $1.4 bil-
lion in property damage. Older homes are at even greater 
risk to fire. 

According to the US Census Bureau, half of the homes 
in the United States were built before 1973. These homes 
and electrical systems were built before many of the 
appliances and electronics that we commonly use today 
were even around. 

To put this into perspective, a third of U.S. homes 
were built before hair dryers or electric can openers were 
invented. Half of the homes were built before the advent 
of the garage door opener or the home computer.

“As each year goes by Americans are using more 
energy in their homes,” says Brett Brenner, President of 
ESFI. “Many homes and electrical systems in the U.S. are 
simply being overburdened leading to fires, deaths, and 
injuries.”

For May 2008, ESFI is providing consumers with a 
checklist which will allow consumers to identify electri-
cal dangers commonly found in each room of their home. 
ESFI will also be educating owners of older homes on 
newer fire prevention technology such as Arc Fault Circuit 
Interrupters (AFCIs). These advanced electronic circuit 
breakers detect dangerous conditions in a home’s wiring 
and cut off power to the circuit before a fire develops.

Additionally, the foundation will be encouraging 
those living in older homes with children to install tam-
per resistant receptacles. These devices look like normal 
electrical outlets except they have a built-in shutter 
system that prevents children from inserting foreign ob-
jects into the slots. These outlets will prevent most of the 
2,400 burns sustained by children each year from outlets.

More information and resources relating to National 
Electrical Safety Month can be found at www.electrical-
safety.org.

May is National 
Electrical  

Safety Month

Stimulus bill brings about changes 
in energy-efficiency tax credits
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The cost of energy 
remains volatile, 
hurting low-income 

households and resulting in 
a growing number of them 
to require home heating 
assistance.

Under the new Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 (economic 
stimulus bill), the Weather-
ization Assistance Program 
will receive a tremendous 
boost in federal monies in 
order to weatherize 2.5 mil-
lion homes nationwide in 
the next two years.

Weatherization reduces 
energy costs for low-income 
families by improving the 
energy efficiency of their 
homes. The assistance is 
free to qualifying hom-
eowners.

During the last 30 
years, the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s (DOE) Weather-
ization Assistance Program 
has provided weatheriza-
tion, energy-efficiency 
measures to more than 5.6 
million low-income fami-
lies.

So, how does the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program work? DOE part-
ners with state-level agen-
cies, such as the Alabama 
Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs 
(ADECA), to implement the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program. DOE awards grants 
to state energy agencies, 
like ADECA. ADECA then 
partners with 15 local 
agencies to deliver energy-
efficiency services to low-
income households.

Under the stimulus 
bill, the amount that can 
be spent on each home 
increased from $2,500 to 

Weatherization works
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Agency name / 
(Counties Served)

names / titles /  
E-mails of Officials

Agency Mailing Address telephone numbers

Community Action Agency of Baldwin, 
Escambia, Clarke, Monroe & Conecuh  
Counties, Inc.

(Baldwin, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, Monroe)

Kris Rowe, Wx Coordinator
kris.rowe@caaofbecmc.org

26440 Pollard Road
P.O. Box 250
Daphne, AL  36526 

(251) 626-2649
fax: (251) 626-2613

Community Action Committee, Inc. of 
Chambers-tallapoosa-Coosa

(Chambers, Coosa, Tallapoosa)

Kevin Walker, Wx Coordinator
kwalker@ctccac.com

170 South Broadnax Street
Dadeville, AL  36853

Chambers County Addiction 
Center 
306 2nd St.
LaFayette, AL 36862

Chambers County Bowen 
East District Center
1319 Magnolia Rd.
Lanett, AL 36863

tallapoosa County Cooper 
rec Center
MLK Blvd.
Alex City, AL 35010

(256) 825-4287
fax: (256) 825-4280

(334) 864-8435

(334) 576-7254

Montgomery County Commission c/o 
Central Alabama regional Planning and 
Development Commission (CArPDC)

(Montgomery, Lee, Macon, Russell)

Donny Barber, Wx Manager
dbarber@carpdc.com

430 South Court Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

(866) 780-4945
fax: (334) 262-6976

Organized Community Action Program, Inc.

(Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Coffee, Covington, 
Crenshaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, 
Pike, Lowndes)

Annette Shepherd,  
Wx Coordinator
ashepherd@troycable.net

507 North Three Notch Street
P.O. Box 908
Troy, AL 36081-0908

P.O. Box 268
1727 Lee Street
Rutledge, AL 36071

(334) 566-1712
fax: (334) 566-7417

(334) 335-3910 
fax: (334) 335-3912

Community Action Agency of talladega, 
Clay, randolph, Calhoun & Cleburne  
Counties 

(Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Randolph,  
Talladega)

Bill Anderson, Wx Coordinator 
wande55046@aol.com

136 North Court Street 
P.O. Box 278
Talladega, AL  35161

201 4th Street West
Sylacauga, AL  35150   

206 Lea Street
Piedmont, AL  36272

(256) 362-8147
fax: (256) 362-7229

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 245-2056

Telephone/fax: 
(256) 447-6563

Source: ADECA

Agencies administering Alabama’s Weatherization Assistance Program

$6,500, to allow more comprehensive energy-efficiency measures to be implemented. The program is available for fami-
lies making up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level or about $44,000 a year for a family of four.

The federally-funded program uses skilled technicians to conduct energy audits to determine which energy effi-
ciency measures are most appropriate and cost-effective for each home. Typically, measures include installing attic and 
wall insulation, reducing air infiltration, performing tune-ups and repairs to heating and cooling systems, repairing 
ductwork, replacing appliances to improve efficiency and safety, and replacing the incandescent lighting with compact 
fluorescent bulbs.

Weatherization personnel also address energy-related health and safety conditions, particularly carbon monoxide 
and combustion safety. All combustible gas equipment and gas lines are checked for leaks and infrared cameras are 
used to detect water intrusion.

Want to know if you qualify for the Weatherization Assistance Program? Contact the agency in your community 
which administers Alabama’s program (see the chart below).
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Keep your cool this summer
Whether you have a heat pump 

or a central air conditioning system, 
proper maintenance is imperative. 
The efficiency of a cooling system is 
critical in order to decrease energy 
use and increase comfort, particularly 
in warm climates.

A well-maintained system will 
use 15 to 40 percent less energy than 
a neglected one. Proper maintenance 
will extend the life of your cooling 
system and keep it running smoothly 
and efficiently.

The following tips will help your 
system operate more efficiently and 
can help to reduce your energy use:
• Clean or replace the air filter

This by far is one of the simplest 
steps in maintaining your air condi-
tioning system, but it is one that is 
quite frequently overlooked. Clogged, 
dirty filters block normal airflow and 
reduce a system’s efficiency signifi-
cantly. Clean or replace your air con-
ditioning system’s filter every month 
or two during the cooling season.
• Clean the condensing cooling coils

Although you can perform this 
task yourself, you may want to con-
tact a professional for assistance. If 
you choose to clean the coils yourself, 
be sure to turn off the system at the 
thermostat and turn off the power to 
the outdoor unit at the main breaker 
panel or disconnect. Clean any loose 
debris from around the unit and clean 
the unit with household soap and 
water. Be sure the unit is completely 
dry before turning on the power at 
the main breaker panel. Once power 
is restored there, then turn on the 
system at the thermostat and set it 
for normal operation.

Thirty-two high school seniors 
will be enrolling in a four-
year university or two-year 

college this fall with help from the 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and its 11 Members through 
the AMEA Scholarship Program. 
AMEA has provided scholarship as-
sistance since 1992. Approximately 
$80,000 will be awarded in this year’s 
program (see list of winners below).

AMEA received approximately 
104 scholarship applications in this 
year’s program.

To be eligible for the AMEA 
scholarship or technical scholarship, 
a student’s family must receive elec-
tric service from a Member’s electric 
utility and the student must attend 
an Alabama college or university.

“We are very pleased with the 
response to this year’s program and 
we congratulate the winners,” said 
Jessica Govan, AMEA’s Communica-
tions and Marketing Representative, 
and coordinator of the scholarship 
program.

“We will begin marketing the 
scholarship program to schools 
within our Member cities and also 
on our web site, www.amea.com, this 
fall,” she said.
This year’s winners include:
AMEA Scholarship
Addison Pike, Benjamin Russell High 
School, Alexander City
Jessica Wilson, Benjamin Russell High 
School, Alexander City
Sheldon Loveless, Benjamin Russell 
High School, Alexander City 

AMEA and its 
Members announce 
2009 scholarship 

winners

Samuel Harvey, Northside Methodist, 
Dothan 
Ashley Kelly, Northview High School, 
Dothan
Hillary Street, Fairhope High School, 
Fairhope
Meagan McRae, Fairhope High School, 
Fairhope
Alexandria Thomas, Fairhope High 
School, Fairhope 
Deidra Allen, LaFayette High School, 
LaFayette 
Dorcas Booker, LaFayette High School, 
LaFayette 
Darnetta Hare, Lanett High School, 
Lanett
Reagan Gilbert, Lanett High School, 
Lanett
David Chambers, Lanett High School, 
Lanett
Bichna Kim, Luverne High School, 
Luverne
Johnathon Flowers, Luverne High 
School, Luverne
Sarah Walton, Opelika High School, 
Opelika
Kavita Patel, Opelika High School, 
Opelika
Baylee Stephens, Opelika High School, 
Opelika
Taylor Ford, Piedmont High School, 
Piedmont
Brittney Kingery, Piedmont High 
School, Piedmont 
Caitlin Carroll, Piedmont High School, 
Piedmont
Kelsey Smith, Spanish Fort High 
School, Foley/Riviera Utilities
Holli Huval, Robertsdale High School, 
Foley/Riviera Utilities
Jaclyn Morelock, Foley High School, 
Foley/Riviera Utilities
Joshua Barnett, B.B. Comer High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board
Melissa Crook, Fayetteville High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board
Jonathan Compher, Sylacauga High 
School, Sylacauga Utilities Board
DeLeon Tolbert, Booker T. Washington 
High School, Utilities Board of Tuske-
gee
Anita Smith, Booker T. Washington 
High School, Utilities Board of Tuske-
gee
Mariah Shepherd, Alabama School of 
Math and Science, Utilities Board of 
Tuskegee
AMEA technical Scholarship
Nicholas Metzger, Northside Methodist, 
Dothan
Erika White, Luverne High School, 
Luverne 
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Lanett’s growth is economic bright spot
By Jeanne Charbonneau

Greater Valley Group / ITC Holding Co.

The gold-rush era of the 1840’s created 
“boom towns” in the American west.  
Today’s “boom towns” are in the south 

where cities like Lanett are experiencing an 
“industry rush” with automotive manufactur-
ing companies and their suppliers drawing 
people, jobs, development and retail growth.  
It’s an exciting time!     

Lanett’s current growth is an economic 
bright spot demonstrating the community’s 
long legacy of innovation and industrious-
ness.  With KIA and dozens of supplier 
companies locating within minutes and miles 
of Lanett, the city leaders and community 
developers recognized the opportunity to share the benefits and advantag-
es of their community with newcomers seeking the quality of life Lanett 
provides.  

For golf enthusiasts, the existing 9-hole golf course at Riverside 
Country Club in Lanett was expanded 
to an 18-hole course which temporarily 
opened for play in March. The existing 
9 holes will be renovated in late sum-
mer, making the whole course brand 
new for continuous play by fall 2009.  
The new 9 holes wind serenely through 
Riverside Estates, a new golf community 
of exquisite single-family homes which 
reflect the energy and attraction of the 
new and growing residential market in 
the area. 

The new 
Hampton 
Inn & Suites 
in Lanett, 
the Lanett 
Municipal 
Airport, and 
the new River-
side Estates 
are all a part 
of Lanett’s 
economic 
growth.

•  Perform seasonal maintenance 
and tune up on the system

This time of year, you often see 
hearing and cooling companies offer-
ing seasonal maintenance packages. 
Typically these packages provide for a 
service technician to clean evaporator 
and condenser coils, check refrigerant 
pressures, and adjust and lubricate 
moving parts. How often you need 
professional maintenance depends on 
how much you operate your system. 
In our climate, annual service is typi-
cally recommended.
• Replace the air conditioning system

Repairing an existing air con-
ditioner may seem to be the least 
expensive option if your unit is not 
working properly, but it may cost 
more in the long run. Paying for 
repairs on an older, inefficient system 
may simply prolong the inevitable 
need for replacement. Installing a 
new, energy-efficient system may be 
more cost-effective. Today’s best air 
conditions and heat pumps use 30 
to 50 percent less energy to produce 
the same amount of cooling as air 
conditioners made in the mid 1970s. 
Even if your air conditioner is only 10 
years old, you may save a significant 
amount on your cooling energy costs 
by replacing it with a newer, more 
efficient model. When buying a unit, 
look for a model with a high effi-
ciency rating (SEER). SEER indicates 
the relative amount of energy needed 
to provide a specific cooling output. 
Also, look for the ENERGY STAR® 
label.
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Opelika Sportsplex and 
Aquatics Center near 

completion
By Jan Gunter

What started as an item on a “wish list” is about 
to become a reality with the near completion 
of the Opelika Sportsplex and Aquatics Center. 

The new facility will be completed in July.
The Opelika Sportsplex will be much more than just a 

gym. This 75,000-square- foot facility, constructed on 76 
acres, is a $32 million project, which will contain staff 
offices, meeting rooms, two racket ball courts, an indoor 
heated zero-depth entry pool, indoor walking track, a 
double gym, an aerobics room, a cardiovascular room, a 
weight room, a splash park (wet playground), and five 
lighted soccer fields with two control buildings and rest-
rooms, walking trails, amphitheater and lake.  

Another unique feature of this facility will be the 
Adult Activity Center. This 6,000-square-foot addition 
will be attached to the Sportsplex and feature a comput-
er lab, a media center, a game room, a warming kitchen 
and a large common area complete with a full-size stage.

This will be the largest project in the city’s 155-year 
history, and also represents the first public-private part-
nership on a construction project, with individuals and 
companies already contributing more than $4 million.

From work-outs to performances to sports, swimming, 
activities and much more, this state-of-the-art complex 
truly will offer something for everyone. 

For information on membership fees or to find out 
more information about the facility, please visit the 
city’s website at, www.opelika.org, or call 
(334) 705-5560.

Derek Lee

Derek Lee named new 
Director of Opelika Light & 

Power Department
By Jan Gunter

Derek Lee was named the 
new Director of the Opelika 
Light & Power Department 

(OLP) at the Jan. 6 Opelika City 
Council meeting. Prior to this, he 
served as OLP’s Assistant Director.
Lee, a native of Prattville, AL, is 
a 1994 graduate of Auburn Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering. In 2004, he 
received his master’s of business 
administration from Mercer Univer-
sity in Atlanta, GA, where he was 
selected as “Outstanding Graduate” by the faculty. 
     He first came to the City of Opelika from Dayton, OH, 
in 2006, where he served as Reliability Operations Man-
ager for Dayton Power and Light Company.  Before that, 
he worked with Georgia Power Company in various ca-
pacities, including Test Engineer, Distribution Engineer, 
Transmission Supervisor, and Distribution Manager.  

Lee is a 2007 graduate of Opelika’s “20 Under 40” 
Program and will graduate in May 2009 from Leadership 
Lee County.  He serves on Opelika Main Street’s board of 
directors and is a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Opelika.

Lee replaces Jerry Posey, who retired from Opelika 
Light & Power, in Nov. 2008, after serving the public for 
more than four decades (36 years with Alabama Power 
Company and seven years with OLP).

Opelika Sportsplex and Aquatics Center
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“The partners have been the life blood of this project,” 
she added. “We have also applied for several grants to help 
with the funding.”

Besides the contributing business partners, the proj-
ect also has skilled instructors, Stephen Mims and Ken-
neth Armbrester, who are providing their expertise and 
knowledge to the 8 high school juniors and seniors who 
are converting the car. Approximately 20 students will be 
involved in the project before it is completed by the end of 
the school term in May.

Through the contributing partners, a conversion 
kit was purchased. “With the aid of this conversion kit, 
students will remove the gas engine and apply the wiring 
that is needed to convert the car to electric power,” said 
Mims. It’s possible that the converted vehicle can reach a 
maximum speed of 80 miles per hour, he said.

One of the benefits of this partnership is that the SUB 
will be able to determine how electric vehicles will affect 
the community’s electrical system in the future.

“After the students have completed the conversion, 
the SUB will provide them monitoring equipment to mea-
sure the impact on the electric system,” said Richard.

The vehicle, which carries the Sylacauga High School 
colors, will also have school signage and could possibly be 
used in parades and other community events and activi-
ties, said Mrs. Caine. 

“We think this is something kids will get fired up 
about,” said Wood. “It’s a fun project that applies the elec-
trical aspect with the environmental aspect.”

 “We hope this will be an on-going program to help 
other students as they determine their future careers and 
goals and the skills they will need for their career choice,” 
said Caine.
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Commitment to the community is a key element in 
the business model for many Sylacauga businesses. 
Recently, some of those same businesses took this 

commitment to heart when they partnered with the Syl-
acauga School System to provide an opportunity for local 
students to convert an internal combustion vehicle to an 
electric-powered vehicle.

Some may think the project provides an opportunity 
for students to be pioneers in the electric vehicle move-
ment and at the same time be recycling a car that may be 
headed for the junkyard. But those who are involved in the 
project think otherwise.

“This program will help create a better-skilled work-
force for our area,” said Mike Richard, General Manager, 
Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB). SUB is one of the partners 
in the project.

“If those in the business community provide opportu-
nities for local students to have hands-on experience with 
these types of projects, they will take those skills into the 
future, perhaps pursuing a career in electrical engineer-
ing,” Richard added. “And we certainly need more electri-
cal engineers.”

Christie Caine, Career Technical Director, Sylacauga 
High School, agrees.

“The benefit of this program is its ability to build that 
bridge between the school and the business,” she said. 
“This project provides students with a real life applica-
tion.”

Wayne Wood, General Manager, Southern Electrical 
Contractors, Inc., was the “brain” behind the project when 
he approached the Superintendent of Education last year. 
Southern Electrical is another contributing partner.

“The Superintendent and the Board were extremely 
pleased with this approach,” Wood said. “They felt the 
project would provide students the opportunity to work 
with their hands, and at the same time, develop the skills 
they are going to need in life as they begin thinking of a 
career or trade.”

“I came up with the idea when I was trying to think 
of a fun, hands-on project that would spark some inter-
est among students,” Wood added. “As an employer, this 
program will expose students to the skills that are needed 
in today’s workforce,” Wood said.

The project is a part of the school system’s Electrical 
Exploration class, which is associated with the Career Tech-
nical Program and students must submit an application to 
be considered for the project.

Other partners in the conversion project include 
Alabama Power Company, Blue Bell Creameries, Abitibi 
Bowater, the Talladega County Area Economic Development 
Authority, and the school system, said Mrs. Caine.

Business partners and students are shown with a car, which will be 
converted from internal combustion to an electric-powered vehicle. 
Shown are Christie Caine, Sylacauga High School; Mike Richard, Sylacauga 
Utilities Board; Stephen Mims and Kenneth Armbrester, instructors; and 
Wayne Wood, Southern Electrical Contractors. Students who are currently 
working on the project are Blake Plexico, Jeremy Ballard, Nick Boyko, Trae 
Finn, Justin Frost and Dylan Harrell, all of Sylacauga High School.

Electric car project provides  
community partnership with local school
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City of Fairhope 
educating customers on 

funds available for energy 
upgrades on homes

By Sherry Sullivan

The City of Fairhope is working with 
the Baldwin County Community Action 
to identify and help homeowners who 

might benefit from an expanded, free weath-
erization program. 

Funded by the U.S. Department of Energy 
and administered by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Economic and Community Affairs, 
Energy Division, the program will allow an 
average investment of up to $6,500 per home 
in energy-efficient upgrades. The program is 
available at no charge for families making up 
to 200 percent of the federal poverty level, or 
about $44,000 for a family of four. Increased 
money for the program is available through 
the recently passed federal stimulus package.

“This program can help qualified home-
owners receive free energy conservation work 
such as reducing air infiltration, installing 
attic, floor, or wall insulation, sealing duct-
work, repairing HVAC systems, or replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with more efficient 
compact fluorescent bulbs,” said Fairhope 
Electric Superintendent Scott Sligh. “If your 
utility bills are higher than they should be 
because your home is not energy efficient, 
and if you are elderly, disabled, or otherwise 
qualify, this free assistance can make all the 
difference.”

Brochures on the program are available at 
Fairhope City 
Hall. Informa-
tion is also 
available by 
calling Bald-
win County 
Community 
Action at (251) 
626-2649.

Installing a water 
heater blanket 
can save you 
money on your 
energy bill.
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Riviera Utilities informs customers about 

Weatherization Assistance Program
By David Horton

Is your home always 
cold in the winter 
and hot in the sum-

mer?  Are your utility 
bills higher than they 
should be?  Do you live 
on a fixed income such 
as Social Security?  Help 
may be on the way for 
those customers who qualify.

“We understand that the state of Alabama will receive $127.3 
million in stimulus funding, which will include $71.8 million in 
home weatherization funding for low-income families in Alabama 
and $55.5 million for the state energy program,” said Mike Dugger, 
General Manager, Riviera Utilities.

“In this package, there can be an allowance of an average in-
vestment of up to $6,500 per home in energy-efficiency upgrades. 
The program is available for families making up to 200 percent of 
the federal poverty level or about $44,000 a year for a family of 
four. We support this effort and are going to do our best to inform 
our customers who may qualify for this benefit and help as many 
people in this part of the state that we can.  It could help a num-
ber of our customers conserve energy and lower their utility bill,” 
Dugger said.

Check it out. You may be eligible for FREE Weatherization 
Assistance funded by the U.S. Department of Energy and admin-
istered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community 
Affairs – Energy Division. If you are elderly, disabled or have 
children and your income qualifies, your house or mobile home 
could receive free energy conservation and efficiency work such 
as reducing air infiltration into the home, installing attic, floor, 
and/or high density wall insulation, sealing duct work, repairing 
HVAC systems and replacing incandescent light bulbs with highly 
efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs.  

“I have called our local Community Action Agencies in Daphne 
and found out they will be receiving some funds from the eco-
nomic stimulus bill and are seeking applicants for Weatherization 
Assistance.  We want to help promote this program to any of our 
customers who might qualify. And, the sweetness of it all is that 
the assistance is free to qualifying homeowners,” said David Hor-
ton, Riviera’s Superintendent of Public Affairs.

To find out if you qualify or for more information about the 
free Weatherization Assistance Program, contact the local Commu-
nity Action Agency in Daphne at (251) 626-2646. 

Please read the other related articles in this issue of Alabama 
Currents for more information about how you may qualify for 
Weatherization Assistance.  
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Luverne Electric 
Department is 
committed to 

providing quality, 
reliable service

The City of Luverne Electric 
Department has a new addition. 
No, it’s not a new employee, 

but rather a new bucket truck. Just 
another commitment the city has to 
providing customers with quality, 
reliable service.
      The 2009 International bucket 
truck was delivered to the city the 
latter part of March, according to Mar-
tin West, Electric Superintendent.

“The addition of this new truck to 
our fleet gives us the ability to pro-
vide the highest standard of materi-
als, processes and services,” West said.  
“Reliability is key to our commitment 
to delivering customers with the  
highest possible quality power —  
efficiently and safely.”

Mayor Joe Sport agrees.
“We understand the importance 

of electricity to our customers,” said 
Sport. “Our electric department crew 
is at work every day looking out for 
our customers, making sure they have 
power available whenever they need 
it. We are committed to providing 
customers with reliable service and 
to do that we must equip our electric 
department with innovative materials 
and equipment.”
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Luverne Electric Department employees (L to R), 
Nicholas Karcher, Bobby Higgins, Stanley Defee, 
Martin West and Charles Hammonds, with the 
city’s new bucket truck.
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tO rEPOrt An OUtAGE In ALEXAnDEr CItY  
Day time (256) 409-2080  After hours/holidays –  

Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421  
DO nOt CALL 911

Alexander City gears up for 4th Annual 
Senior Day Celebration

By tracy Kendrick 

The Alexander City 
Parks & Recre-
ation (ACPR) 50+ 

Program holds a luncheon 
on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at the Charles 
E. Bailey, Sr. Sportplex 
50+ Activity Center.  
     On May 28, the ACPR 
50+ will gather at the 
Sportplex Gymnasium for 
its monthly luncheon to 
celebrate Older Americans 
Month with guest speaker John Croyle, founder of the Big Oak Ranch.

Croyle, along with his wife, founded the Big Oak Boys Ranch in 1974. Big 
Oak Girls Ranch was built in 1988. In 1990, Westbrook Christian School was 
added to the Big Oak Ranch family. Croyle has dedicated his life to helping 
children and providing safe environments for them. 

The 4th Annual Senior Day Celebration is a free event; however, you will 
need a ticket to attend. Tickets are available at the Sportplex Gym or the 
50+ Activity Center.

The monthly luncheons are not the only activity the 50+ programs have 
to offer. You can choose from 21 different activities. Some of these activi-
ties include exercise, quilting, sewing and much more. Friday Night Dances 
are also offered or if you like to travel, you should check out the day and 
overnight trips. No matter your interest, you can certainly find something 
you like in the ACPR 50+ program.

Corley Holt, the 50+-program supervisor, does a great job planning a va-
riety of activities and trips throughout the year. In the past, the 50+ groups 
have traveled to the Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta, Pigeon Forge, TN, Jones-

boro, GA, and many more fun places. If 
you’re looking for fun and fellowship, 
stop by the ACPR 50+ Activity Center, 
or call Corley at (256) 329-2910 for 
membership information.

Don’t forget to join us at the 4th 
Annual Senior Day Celebration on May 
28th! Good home cooking, friends, and 
inspiration from John Croyle are on the 
agenda!
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For those interested in history and aviation, the 
Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Site is  
open for visitors on weekends from 9 a.m. until  

4:30 p.m. 
According to Site Manager, Deanna Mitchell, a guided 

tour will take you through a course in history through 
video, pictures, storytelling, hands-on kiosks, as well as 
rooms replicating what it was like in the days the Airmen 
flew the skies of Macon County. Currently, the site is only 
open on weekends due to construction on Phase II to in-
clude internal work on the Control Tower, Skyway Club, a 
state-of the-art theater, and even an actual P-51 Mustang 
that will be suspended from the rafters of Hanger II.

If you are interested in knowing what a tour to the 
site might be like, Ms. Mitchell acted as my guide. As 
a visitor, you will enter Hanger One, see the Chain of 
Command from 1941, and view a video on the Tuskegee 
Airmen. Then, you will be guided to the main contain-
ment of the Hanger, which can take anywhere between 
45 minutes to two hours, depending on how much you 
choose to read and understand about the material that 
is displayed throughout the Hanger. The site is child-
friendly and even offers an old Simulation Machine (SIM) 
for children to practice their flying skills.

Next, you will 
be taken to the Tea 
Room that was run 
by Ms. Johnson. 
There you will see 
where the Airmen 
took their breaks 
between flights and 
maintenance. The 
Tea Room is a quant 
room out of the sun 
to provide iced tea 

The Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Site open for weekend visitors
By Suzette M. Jelinek

and a light snack and some down time in training before 
the Airmen had to be back on the field. It even boasts an 
old Coca-Cola cooler. You can even imagine the Airmen 
actually being there.

“Walk-ins are welcome,” said Ms. Mitchell.
If you plan to bring a larger group, however, it is 

important to contact Carla Graves, Park Guide, at (334) 
724-0922 to schedule a group tour.

The Tuskegee Historical Site looks forward to bring-
ing the experience to you.
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Places to Go and Things to Do

Continued on back cover

Alexander City
May 1-31, Swimming Lessons registration, Charles E. 

Bailey Sr. Sportplex. $30 per person. Contact Syble 
Whatley, (256) 329-6736 for more information.

May 1-31, Sarah Carlisle towery Art Colony on Lake 
Martin. Free year-long exhibit at the Board of Educa-
tion Building, 375 Lee St. Alexander City. For more 
information, call (256) 215-4251.

May 2 and 3, russell Marine In-Water Boat Show, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Ridge Marina on Lake Martin. Free. See 
the year’s hottest models in boats and personal water-
craft. For more information, call (256) 329-6730, or 
visit www.russellmarine.net.

May 8, Mayor’s Annual Prayer Breakfast, 6:46 a.m., First 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall. Annual event high-
lighting the city’s leadership, plans and accomplish-
ments. Free. For more information, call (256) 329-
6730, or visit www.alexandercityonline.com. 

May 9, Kid’s Fishing Derby, 8-10 a.m., Charles E. Bailey 
Sr. Sportplex. Come fish and try your luck at winning 
prizes for the most fish caught and the biggest fish 
caught. Free to kids up to age 14.

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, 50+ Program Events: 
Summer Aquatic Fit Class sign-up begins May 18. 4th 
Annual Senior Day Celebration, May 28. Contact Corley 
Holt at (256) 329-2910 for more information.

May 24, Alexander City Memorial Day Services, 2 p.m., 
Memorial Park at the Charles E. Bailey Sportplex. Join 
the Mayor and city leaders. Visit the memorials of the 
Confederacy, WWI & II, Korea, Vietnam, and Desert 
Storm.

May 24, Memorial Day Weekend Concert. Join Russell 
Lands and friends at the Lake Martin Amphitheater 
for a lakefront concert featuring The Marshall Tucker 
Band, Georgia Satellites and Atlanta Rhythm Section. 
Gates open at 5 p.m. with the show starting at 7 p.m. 
Tickets $25. For more information, call (256) 329-
0835, or visit www.lmat.org.

May 25-June 2, 12th Annual Alexander City Kiwanis 
Club Spring Fling, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex. 
Benefiting local children’s charities. Entertainment for 
the whole family including rides, midway food special-
ties.  

May 25-Aug. 7, Summer Day Camp, 7 a.m.-5:15 p.m., 
Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex. Call Jennifer Baker at 
(256) 329-6736, Ext. 27, for more information.

May 30, Alex City horse riding Club. EAHA Fundraiser at 
the Sportplex arena. For more information, call (256) 
329-5187, or visit www.achrc.com.

June 1-30, Mamie’s Place Children’s Library Summer 
reading Program. Special guest and programs for 
children to enjoy. The 2009 theme, “Be Creative at 
Your Library.” For more information, call (256) 329-
4644, or visit www.alexandercityonline.com/library.

Alexander City Farmer’s Market, Saturdays, June 
through October. Local growers exhibit and sell their 
fruits, vegetables and plant. Located at the fountain 
on Broad Street. For more information, call MainStreet 

Alexander City, (256) 329-9227.
June 6, Alex City horse riding Club ACHRC Show, Sport-

plex arena. For more information, call (256) 329-5187, 
or visit www.achrc.com. June 20, EAHA Fundraiser at 
the Sportplex arena. For more information, call (256) 
329-5187, or visit www.achrc.com.

Aquatic Fit Class, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, 50+ 
Program. Available Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m.-12 
noon. June 25, monthly luncheon held at Activity 
Center. Contact Corley Holt at (256) 329-2910 for more 
information.

June 1-5, Kitty Dark Kids Arts Camp. The Kids Art Camp 
is an annual week-long workshop for children in grades 
1 – 7. The camp is held at Benjamin Russell High 
School. For tuition information, call (256) 215-4251.

June 12 and 13, 19th Annual Alex City Jazz Fest. Friday 
night event is held at Strand Park on Tallapoosa Street 
and Saturday night event is held at the Lake Martin 
Amphitheater, hosted by Russell Lands. The event is 
free to the public and funded by local sponsors.

June 12-14, 47th Annual rock, Gem & Mineral Show. 
Dozens of dealers show their goods to thousands of 
visitors at Wind Creek State Park. Entertainment for 
the whole family. For more information, call (256) 
234-3150.

June 13, 9th Annual turtle races. The annual Turtle 
Races have multiple categories. Family-fun event. 
Proceeds from this year’s event will be donated to Al-
zheimer’s disease research. Races will be at the Airport 
Pavilion. For more information, call (256) 234-6464.

Dothan
May 9, YELLAWOOD® Johnny Mack Brown Western 

Festival, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Landmark Park. Celebrate 
the Old West, Wiregrass style with trick roping, music, 
Johnny Mack Brown films, a chuckwagon cooking dem-
onstration, reenactments and more. Concessions will be 
available. The festival is open to the public. Admission 
is $8 for adults, $6 for senior citizens, $4 for children 
and free for members and children 3 and under. A barn 
dance will also be held in conjunction with the festival 
on May 8 at 6 p.m. in the Stokes Activity Barn.  
Advance tickets are required for the barn dance. 

May 10 and June 21, Admission Specials at Landmark 
Park. Mothers receive free admission when accompa-
nied by a child on May 10; fathers receive free admis-
sion when accompanied by a child on June. 

June 1-26, Summer Camps, Landmark Park. Day camps 
for kids ages 4-11. Camps offered are Ecology Camp, 
Discovery Days, Pioneer Farm, Earth Art, Adventure 
Days and Earth Explorers. Preregistration required. 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Animal tales, Landmark Park, 
10 a.m. in Interpretive Center Auditorium. Storytell-
ing program for preschool age children. Registration 
required. Free with paid gate admission. (adults, $4; 
kids, $3; members, free).



Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
804 South Perry Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL 
Permit No. 275

Places to Go and Things to Do, Continued from page 15

June 5, 12, 19, 26, Animal Adventures, Landmark Park, 
10 a.m. and 12 noon. Interpretive Center Auditorium. 
Programs on animals for ages 5 and up. Registration 
required. Free with paid gate admission. (adults, $4; 
kids, $3; members, free).

June 11 and 25, Music By Moonlight, Landmark Park. 
7:30 p.m., Gazebo Lawn. Music under the stars, pre-
sented by MusicSouth. Free admission. 

June 27, Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social, Landmark 
Park, 5-8 p.m. Celebration of National Dairy Month. 
Free ice cream cones. Adults, $5; kids, $3; members, 
free.

Poplar head Farmers Market, each Saturday in June and 
July, including July 4, 8 a.m. until 12 noon. Dothan’s 
only open air market where you can shop for the 
freshest of local produce, interesting artisan-made 
goods, and freshly baked delicacies, is being sponsored 
by The Downtown Group. Bring a cooler for your fresh 
foods so you can stay for the entertainment in the 
park at 10 a.m. Located in the heart of Dothan, there 
will be plenty of free parking at the Civic Center while 
customers stroll through the parking lot next to Poplar 
Head Park, through Museum Ave., which will be closed 
off until noon, and the Wiregrass Museum of Art park-
ing lot. Visit www.thedowntowngroup.com for more 
information.

Fairhope
May 16, First Annual Christ the King Inshore Classic 

Fishing tournament, Camp Cullen in Point Clear. 
Fishing will begin no earlier than 5 a.m. and weigh-in 
will be from 2-5 p.m. Hamburgers and hotdogs will be 
served from 4-6 p.m. The entire family is encouraged 
to attend the weigh-in. There will be kid’s activities, 
music, prizes, food, beverages and a great time.  Please 
go to www.ctk-daphne.org or www.ctheking.org and 
click on the Inshore Classic link for Rules, Entry Forms, 
and Sponsor Forms. Contact Terry Quint at (251) 377-
3801 or Derek Wolstenholme at (251) 554-6645 for 
more information. 

Foley
June 19-21, 5th Annual Gulf Coast hot Air Balloon 
Festival. Hwy. 98 west, Foley. Enjoy balloon competitions, 

tether rides, arts and crafts, music, a children’s village, and 
performances by the Disc-Connected K-9’s Frisbee Dogs. 
Admission is free. For more information and a complete 
schedule of events, visit www.gulfcoastballoonfestival.com 
http://www.gulfcoastballoonfestival.com>. 

Opelika
May 1, 6 p.m.-12 a.m., Opelika Main Street presents 

‘On the Tracks’ Food and Wine, Historic Downtown 
Opelika. Corporate, group and individual tickets are 
available. Visit www.onthetracks.org for more infor-
mation

May 16, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., touch-A-truck, Historic Down-
town Opelika. Along South Railroad Avenue and 8th 
Street. Presented by Opelika Main Street, Opelika 
Chamber of Commerce, and the City of Opelika. Rain 
date is Saturday, June 13. Visit www.opelikamain-
street.org for more information.

Opelika Parks and recreation presents ‘NoonTunes’ 
each Wednesday during May, 12 noon-1 p.m., Court-
house Square Lawn.  Bring your lunch and enjoy a 
free lunchtime concert. Desserts provided by Opelika 
Main Street.Visit www.opelikamainstreet.org for more 
information.

June 2, Opening Day for Main Street Farmers Market. 
Market held each Tuesday throughout the summer, 
3-6 p.m. Along Railroad Avenue, Opelika.

June 5, Opelika Main Street Annual Dinner/Auction 
Fundraiser, at the depotin Historic Opelika. Enter-
tainment by Route 66. For tickets visit www.opelika-
mainstreet.org.

Sylacauga
Comer Museum will host U.S. Congressman Mike Rogers 

Congressional Student Art Competition during the 
month of May.

May 16, Little Mr. & Miss Sylacauga Pageant, hosted 
by the Sylacauga Parks & Recreation, J. Craig Smith 
Community Center.

Comer Museum will host Expressive Art Forms by Pat Hahn. 
A reception for the artist will be held on June 11.


