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From the Editor
As I write this column in December, 

I am filled with anticipation and 
wonder for the new year. I have no 

doubt that 2009 could be an eventful year 
in our state and nation. We look forward 
to a productive and successful 2009 as we 
continue to serve our 11 Members and you, 
the customer.

In our efforts to serve you, we work 
very hard to provide you with useful information in Alabama 
Currents. This is your publication and we want it to be a 
great source of information. We continue to research and 
explore energy efficiency information, as well as information 
that will keep you and your family safe.

Each year in February, a week is set aside in Alabama 
to bring awareness to severe weather and the impact it 
can have on our lives. It’s called Severe Weather Awareness 
Week. The National Weather Service, Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency, and other supporting organizations, 
provide the public with information about severe weather 
safety. Advance planning and increased awareness helps 
residents of Alabama survive potentially deadly storms. Edu-
cational activities are held throughout the week to educate 
people in preventing injuries and deaths from tornadoes, 
damaging winds, flash floods, lightning, and hail. Each day 
of the week focuses on a specific type of severe weather or 
on the warning and drill system.

In Alabama, we can experience a variety of weather 
catastrophes: ice storms, tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, 
hurricanes, tropical storms, floods, etc. And, severe weather 
can affect power delivery across the entire state. All of these 
factors can result in extended power outages. When outages 
do occur, your public power system responds immediately 
and works as quickly as possible to restore your service. 
Whatever the weather event, we need to prepare ourselves 
and our families for whatever Mother Nature throws our way.

Being prepared for severe weather and its dangers was 
never more evident to me than it was on Sunday afternoon, 
Feb. 17, 2008, when my city, Prattville, was hit by an EF3 
tornado, packing winds up to 165 mph. The tornado de-
stroyed 45 homes and businesses and damaged over 800. The 
silver lining to this horrible story? No fatalities. 

Severe thunderstorms packing tornadoes and brief 
downpours swept the state that day, damaging homes and 
businesses in other counties as well. 

My husband and I were at home in Prattville that after-
noon when this significant weather event occurred. We had 
been heeding the warnings from meteorologists that day and 
took cover in our master bedroom walk-in closet when we 
heard, what we thought, was the tornado passing over our 
home. What we found out later was that the tornado did not 
pass over our house, but had passed close by. The tornado 
was so large that we could hear it.

Continued on page 10
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Riviera Utilities is located in the heart of watersheds, estuaries, rivers, bays 
and the sparkling Gulf Coast waters. These bodies of water and waterways are a 
part of what attracts over 4.5 million visitors to South Baldwin each year. We all 
must do all what we can to protect, preserve and enhance these waters in order to 
maintain a quality of life in our small portion of paradise.

Spotlighting waterways of South Baldwin through the pictures on the front 
cover will take you to pristine waters and a special way of life for a lot of people 
who live here. If you happen to canoe down on the Magnolia River, you may catch 
a postal representative still delivering mail by boat. Or you may find dolphins 
swimming the sparkling waters of Wolf Bay. You may even catch the sun setting 
through a grand tree on the beautiful waters overlooking Mobile Bay. While you 
are here, fish on a pier right where the Fish River and Weeks Bay meet and catch 
the best that our waters have to offer.

Riviera is serious about its responsibility to be a leader in the protection of 
the inhabitants and the enhancement of our waterways, watersheds and tributar-
ies. As members of the Wolf Bay Watershed and Weeks Bay Watershed groups, Rivi-
era Utilities has been active in placing osprey-nesting platforms, educating youth 
through a water festival, the Bay Buddy program, and a youth fishing tournament 
on Wolf Bay. Riviera is very proud of its first “Environmentally Responsible” Award 
from the county.
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In My Opinion Do-it-yourself home energy 
projects explained in  
free book

If you’re one of those people always looking for his 
or her next project around the house, the Alabama 
Department of Economic and Community Affairs 

(ADECA) has got just the book for you. 
Home Energy Projects, An Energy Conservation 

Guide for Do-It-Yourselfers has some easy projects that 
will not only improve your home’s energy efficiency, 
but will also save money on utility bills for years to 
come. Most of these projects can be completed yourself, 
but some may require hiring a licensed contractor or 
other home-improvement professional.

The Home Energy Project Checklist included in 
the booklet will help you decide which projects are 
the most important to tackle first. The checklist ranks 
energy conservation measures as urgent, essential, im-
portant, or optional. Generally, the higher the priority 
the shorter the pay-back term. For instance, projects 
ranked as urgent will likely pay for themselves through 
energy cost savings in one to three years.

One of the most important starting points is to seal 
leaks around doors and windows and any other holes, 
leaks or cracks you find. Many leaks can be found 
by walking around your house and observing drafts 
around doors, windows, fireplaces and other locations. 
Another way to check for leaks is to have a blower door 
test performed on your house. To find a certified rater 
to conduct a blower test, call Energy Division of ADECA 
at (800) 392-8098, or visit www.natresnet.org, Consum-
er Information, Find a Certified Rater.

Another important energy conservation measure 
is increasing the amount of insulation in your attics, 
walls and floors wherever possible. Heat flows natu-
rally from a warmer to a cooler place, so in winter your 
warm air leaks out and in summer hot air leaks in. 
Insulation provides effective resistance to heat flowing 
in and out of your home.

There are many other easy energy saving improve-
ments that anyone can make.  These include replacing 
incandescent light bulbs with ENERGY STAR®-rated 
compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs. Replacing the 
five most used light bulbs in your home with CFLs can 
save up to $60 annually on your lighting costs. Also, by 
changing to a low-flow showerhead can save up to $60 
annually on your water bill. 

The booklet contains step-by-step instructions for 
these and many other energy conservation projects 
around your home. To obtain your copy of Home Energy 
Projects, An Energy Conservation Guide for Do-It-
Yourselfers contact the Energy Division of ADECA at 
(800) 392-8098, or by e-mail at karen.clifton@adeca.
alabama.gov. 

As we enjoy New Year’s Day, com-
plete with all of the celebration 
and festivities associated with the 

holiday, we also begin to look forward to 
the coming year. 

This is also the time of year when we 
make New Year’s resolutions to be better 
than we were before and to make much 
needed improvements in ourselves and in 
our lives.

A new year marks changes not just in our personal lives, 
but also in our government and our leaders. 2009 could be a 
year of unprecedented change in our nation, as we begin the 
year with a new President and a new Congress. 

These political leaders will face difficult challenges, in-
cluding the economy, healthcare, energy and the war in Iraq.

During this challenging time, our leaders will need our 
support. We must place our faith in our elected officials, 
but at the same time, we must also keep in mind that our 
elected officials need our input in order to act on our behalf. 

We hope that public power will be well represented by 
these changes in the coming year. Being involved in the 
political arena is important now more than ever as we enter 
a critical period in our nation.

That’s why public power leaders from across the coun-
try, including representatives from the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority (AMEA) and Electric Cities of Alabama 
(ECA), will present a strong front in Washington, D.C., in 
February during the annual American Public Power Associa-
tion Legislative Rally. AMEA and ECA reps plan to meet with 
Alabama’s congressional delegation to discuss issues which 
affect municipally-owned electric utilities and public power, 
including the provisions of future climate change legisla-
tion. As we continue to serve as your advocate, we will 
encourage our congressional delegation to strongly consider 
climate change provisions that are balanced between pro-
tecting the environment and the impact of potential costs to 
you, the consumer.

We will continue advocating for you in the U.S. Congress 
to assure there is consistency and fairness in their attempts 
to meet the energy needs of public power communities. As 
the 2009 political year gets underway, we will be watching 
the activities in Washington and we will monitor the issues 
that have an impact on you.

As the winds of change and uncertainty blow across our 
nation, I have no doubt that 2009 will be a very eventful 
year. Be assured that we will keep you informed on all fronts 
as we continue the mission of providing you with a reliable 
and economical source of electric service.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO
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What are we going to do? 
Energy Commandment #2
By Doug Rye

Did you read Commandment 
#1 in the last issue of Alabama 
Currents?

Did you caulk all those 
places where you found cold air 
coming into your house? If not, 
it’s not too late to do it and it is 
still cold outside. 

I know some of you did ex-
actly what I taught you because 

you have called me at my office and told me of the re-
sults. Remember, the two choices: you can complain 
or you can do something about it.

The ductwork of a residential central heating and 
cooling system is usually located in an unconditioned 
space such as the attic or the crawlspace. If it is 
located in an unconditioned space, any duct leak-
age is critical. The heated or cooled air lost from the 
ductwork goes to (how do I say this?), your neigh-
bor’s yard.

In my seminars, I often say, “The ductwork is to-
tally disconnected in at least one spot in one in three 
houses in the southern U.S.” Almost every house that 
we test has major ductwork leakage. Ductwork leak-
age might be the single biggest waster of energy in 
the South and this is probably the first time you have 
ever heard about it. If you call an insulation company 
about your high utility bill, you will probably be told 
that you need more insulation. If you call a window 
company, you may be told that you need new win-
dows and so on and so on. You get the picture? Not 
a single company tells you that the ductwork needs 
repair.

Well, before the attic gets hot, I suggest that you 
turn the HVAC fan to the “on” position, go to your 
attic or crawlspace, and look and feel for ductwork 
damage and leakage in both the supply and the 
return system. You may be totally shocked at what 
you find. After you make repairs, you might also be 
shocked at the good results. We use duct mastic for 
our repairs. You may have to use metal screws, sili-
cone caulk, and heavy metal tape for your repairs.

I actually wanted to write this article about add-
ing more attic insulation, but I want you to repair 
the ductwork first for obvious reasons.

Call me at the office if you have any questions.
Happy 2009! See you in March.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-
lance writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-ef-
ficiency information and tips to help customers maxi-
mize their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931 or www.dougrye.com

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE

Are you warming up with 
space heaters? 

As the temperature 
drops, many fami-
lies may use portable 
electric space heaters to 
help warm their homes. 
The Electrical Safety 
Foundation Interna-
tional warns that space 
heaters could cause fires 
and injuries if not used 
properly. 

Follow these few 
simple precautions. 

 Read the manu-•	
facturer’s in-
struction manual 
before using any 
space heater.
 Check to make sure the heater bears the mark of a •	
certified testing organization. 
 Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from any •	
combustible materials such as bedding, clothing, 
draperies, furniture and rugs. 
 Keep space heaters away from areas with water. •	
Check your manual to be sure the heater is in-
tended to be used in locations such as bathrooms. 
 Don’t use space heaters in rooms where children •	
are unsupervised. Children may stick their fingers 
or other objects through the protective guards, 
causing burns or chock. 
 Avoid using an extension cord with a space heater. •	
If you must use one, make sure it is the right wire 
gauge size and type of the heater. 
 Portable heaters have hot parts that can cause •	
sparking. Do not use them in areas where flam-
mable liquids such as gasoline or kerosene are 
used or stores. 
 Space heaters are meant to supply supplemental •	
heat. Do not use them to warm bedding, cook 
food, dry clothing or thaw pipes. Do not use space 
heaters with extension cords; plug directly into an 
outlet on a relatively unburdened circuit. 
 Turn off the space heater and unplug it when not •	
in use. 
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You have the power 
to control your  
energy bill

The United States uses a lot of 
energy — nearly a million dollars 
worth each minute, 24 hours a day, 
every day of the year. With less than 
five percent of the world’s population, 
we consume about one fourth of the 
world’s energy resources. We are not 
alone. People in Asia and Europe also 
use a large amount of energy. 

The average American consumes 
six times more energy than the world 
average. Every time we fill up our cars 
or open our energy bills, we notice 
the cost of that energy. 

Efficiency and  
Wise-Energy Usage

The Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) and its 11 Mem-
ber cities (Alexander City, Dothan, 
Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, Lanett, 
Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, Sy-
lacauga and Tuskegee) encourage 
consumers to be “wise energy users” 
during these challenging times in our 
industry.

Energy is more than numbers on 
a utility bill; it is the foundation of 
everything we do. All of us use en-
ergy every day — for transportation, 
cooking, heating and cooling rooms, 
manufacturing, lighting, and enter-
tainment. We rely on energy to make 
our lives comfortable, productive and 
enjoyable. To maintain our quality of 
life, we must use our energy resourc-
es wisely. 

The choices we make about how 
we use energy — turning machines 
off when we’re not using them or 
choosing to buy energy efficient ap-
pliances — impact our environment 
and our lives. There are many things 
we can do to use less energy and use 
it more wisely. These things involve 
energy conservation and energy ef-
ficiency.  

Households use about one-fifth 
of the total energy consumed in the 
United States each year. The typical 
U.S. family spends almost $1,500 a 
year on utility bills. 

Much of this energy is not put 
to use. Heat pours out of homes 
through drafty doors and windows, 
and through ceilings and walls that 
aren’t insulated. Some appliances use 
energy 24 hours a day, even when 
they are turned off. 

Energy-efficient improvements 
can make a home more comfortable 
and save money. Many utility compa-
nies provide energy audits to iden-
tify areas where homes are wasting 
energy. These audits may be free or 
low cost. 

Energy Depot®
Customers of AMEA Member cities 

have an online resource for energy 
efficiency right at their fingertips, 
called Energy Depot®. Energy Depot 
is a one-stop shop of online resources 
and tools to help you better under-
stand and manage your home energy 
use and costs.

Energy Depot is available at your 
public power system’s web site and it 
allows you to analyze your energy bill 
and how energy is used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analy-
sis tools, Energy Depot uses your 
actual bill and breaks out how energy 
is used within your home. The profile 
also gives you specific suggestions on 
how you can improve energy efficien-
cy and use.

You can use Energy Depot to: 
complete a do-it-yourself home 
energy audit and receive a report 
online; quickly estimate the annual 
energy use and cost of home energy 
systems and appliances; receive a 

personalized energy profile with an 
estimate of your energy costs for each 
home energy system/appliance; learn 
specific things you can do to reduce 
energy usage and how much you 
can save; compare your heating and 
cooling systems or water heater to a 
range of new system; learn how soon 
you can pay for a new more efficient 
heating or cooling system or water 
heater through lower energy bills; 
use the Energy Library to answer 
your energy questions; get answers to 
the most frequently asked questions 
regarding home energy use; and much 
more.

After answering some multiple-
choice questions and entering some 
information, you receive a personal-
ized report detailing their month-
to-month energy usage in terms of 
dollars and energy units, as well as 
an analysis of the cost of individual 
appliances over a year’s time. The 
Energy Depot web site also features 
an extensive Energy Library and 
set of Frequently Asked Questions 
on energy use in the home, ranging 
from insulation levels and venting, to 
home appliances and energy stan-
dards.  Your public power system’s En-
ergy Advisor will even answer specific 
question through the site.

For more information on Energy 
Depot, contact your public power 
system.

Heating and Cooling 
Heating and cooling systems use 

more energy than any other systems 
in our homes, according to AMEA and 
its 11 Member cities. Typically, 42 
percent of an average family’s energy 
bills are spent to keep homes at a 
comfortable temperature. 

You can save energy and money 
by installing insulation, maintaining 
and upgrading the equipment, and 
practicing energy-efficient behaviors. 
A two-degree adjustment to your 
thermostat setting (lower in winter, 
higher in summer) can lower heat-
ing bills by four percent and prevent 
500 pounds of carbon dioxide from 
entering the atmosphere each year. 
Programmable thermostats can au-
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tomatically control temperature for 
time of day and season. 

Insulation and Weatherization 
AMEA Member cities encourage 

you to reduce heating and cooling 
needs by investing in insulation 
and weatherization products. Warm 
air leaking into your home in sum-
mer and out of your home in winter 
can waste a lot of energy. Insulation 
wraps your house in a nice warm 
blanket, but air can still leak in or 
out through small cracks. Often the 
effect of small leaks is the same as 
keeping a door wide open. One of the 
easiest money-saving measures you 
can do is caulk, seal, and weather-
strips all the cracks to the outside. 
You can save 10 percent or more on 
your energy bill by stopping the air 
leaks in your home. 

Doors and Windows 
About one-third of a typical 

home’s heat loss occurs through the 
doors and windows. Energy-efficient 
doors are insulated and seal tightly 
to prevent air from leaking through 
or around them. If your doors are in 
good shape and you don’t want to 
replace them, make sure they seal 
tightly and have door sweeps at the 
bottom to prevent air leaks. Install-
ing insulated storm doors provides an 
additional barrier to leaking air. 

Most homes have many more 
windows than doors. Replacing older 
windows with new energy-efficient 
ones can reduce air leaks and utility 
bills. The best windows shut tightly 
and are constructed of two or more 
pieces of glass separated by a gas that 
does not conduct heat well. 

If you cannot replace older win-
dows, there are several things you 
can do to make them more energy ef-
ficient. First, caulk any cracks around 
the windows and make sure they 
seal tightly. Add storm windows or 
sheets of clear plastic to the outside 
to create additional air barriers. You 
can also hang insulated drapes on the 
inside—during the winter, open them 
on sunny days and close them at 
night. During the summer, close them 

during the day to keep out the sun. 
Windows, doors, and skylights 

are part of the government-backed 
ENERGY STAR® program that certifies 
energy-efficient products. To meet 
ENERGY STAR requirements, windows, 
door and skylights must meet re-
quirements tailored for the country’s 
three broad climate regions. AMEA 
and its 11 Member cities have part-
nered with ENERGY STAR to provide 
customers with energy-efficiency 
information.  ENERGY STAR is a joint 
program of the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the U.S. 
Department of Energy helping us all 
save money and protect the envi-
ronment through energy-efficient 
products and practices. 

Landscaping 
Although it isn’t possible to 

control the weather, landscaping can 
reduce its impact on home energy 
use. By placing trees, shrubs, and 
other landscape structures to block 
the wind and provide shade, people 
can reduce the energy needed to keep 
their homes comfortable during heat-
ing and cooling seasons. 

Appliances 
Appliances account for about 20 

percent of a typical household’s en-
ergy use, with refrigerators, clothes 
washers and dryers at the top of the 
list. When shopping for new appli-
ances, you should think of two price 
tags. The first one is the purchase 
price. The second price tag is the cost 
of operating the appliance during 
its lifetime. You’ll be paying that 
second price tag on your utility bill 
every month for the next 10 to 20 
years, depending on the appliance. 
Many energy efficient appliances cost 
more to buy, but save money in lower 
energy costs. Over the life of an ap-
pliance, an energy-efficient model is 
always a better deal.

When you shop for a new ap-
pliance, look for the ENERGY STAR 
label—your assurance that the 
product saves energy. ENERGY STAR 
appliances have been identified by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and Department of Energy as 
the most energy-efficient products in 
their classes. If the average American 
were to equip his/her home only with 
products that have the ENERGY STAR 
label, he/she would cut his/her en-
ergy bills, as well as greenhouse gas 
emissions, by about 30 percent. 

Lighting 
As a nation, we spend about one-

quarter of our electricity on lighting, 
at a cost of more than $37 billion an-
nually. Much of this energy is wasted 
using inefficient incandescent light 
bulbs. Only 10 percent of the energy 
used by an incandescent bulb produc-
es light; the rest is given off as heat. 

If you replace 25 percent of your 
light bulbs with fluorescents, you can 
save about 50 percent on your lighting 
bill. Compact fluorescent light bulbs 
(CFLs) provide the same amount of 
light and no longer flicker or buzz. 
CFLs cost more to buy, but they save 
money in the long run because they 
use only one-quarter the energy of 
incandescent bulbs and last 8-12 times 
longer. Each CFL you install can save 
you $30 to $60 over the bulb’s life. 

Water Heating 
Water heating is the third largest 

energy expense in your home. It typi-
cally accounts for about 14 percent of 
your utility bill. Heated water is used 
for showers, baths, laundry, dish-
washing and general cleaning. There 
are four ways to cut your water heat-
ing bills—use less hot water, turn 
down the thermostat on your water 
heater, insulate your water heater 
and pipes, and buy a new, more ef-
ficient water heater. 

Other ways to conserve hot water 
include taking showers instead of 
baths; taking shorter showers, fixing 
leaks in faucets and pipes, and using 
the lowest temperature wash and 
rinse settings on clothes washers. 

You have the power to control 
your energy bill. By consuming elec-
tricity wisely in your home or busi-
ness, you become part of the solution 
to cope with higher energy costs. 



If you must
evacuate,

leave as quickly as pos-

sible. Unplug your

appliances, but leave on

your refrigerator. Turn

off the main water

valve. If time allows,

move furniture to a

higher place. Take

sleeping bags, blan-

kets, warm protective

clothing, emergency

supplies, eating utensils

and identification show-

ing proof of residency.

Tell somebody where

you are going.
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Store valuables in a waterproof con-
tainer at the highest point in your home. 

Make two photocopies of vital documents
and keep the originals in a safe deposit
box. Keep one copy in a safe place in the
house, and give the second copy to some-
one out-of-town.  Vital documents include
birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, credit card numbers, financial
records, wills and trusts.

Install smoke alarms on each level of your
home, especially near bedrooms. Use the
test button to test them once a month.
Replace batteries at least once a year.

If a family member relies on life sup-
port equipment, make sure your
 utility knows ahead of time.

Fill bathtubs, sinks, and jugs with clean
water in case water becomes contami-
nated.

Pick a "safe" room in the house, usual-
ly a first-floor interior hallway, room or
closet without windows.

Plan home escape routes. 

Check and protect objects that could
cause harm during a bad storm: book-
shelf, hanging pictures, gas appliances,
chemicals. 

Write and videotape an inventory of your
home,garage, and surrounding property.
Include information such as serial
numbers, make and model numbers,
physical descriptions, and price of pur-
chases (receipts, if possible). Store a copy
somewhere away from home, such as in
a safe deposit box.

Keep a portable, battery-operated radio
or television and extra batteries.

Post emergency telephone numbers.

Show adult family members where your
fire extinguishers are and how they work.

Make a plan for family members to reunite
if separated (if children are at school and
adults are at work). Designate an out-of-
state relative or friend as a contact per-
son and make sure everybody in the fam-
ily knows how to reach the person. 

Teach all responsible family members how
and when to turn off the water, gas, and
electricity at the main switches or valves.
Keep a wrench near gas and water shut-
off valves. Turn off utilities only if you sus-
pect a leak or damaged lines, or if you are
instructed to do so by authorities.

I n s i d e

12

10

O u t s i d e
Trim dead or weak branches from sur-
rounding trees. Do not leave them for
curbside pickup during a storm watch.

Moor boat securely, store it upside down
against a wall or move it to a safer place.
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat trailer
with strong rope.

Protect your windows with custom-fit
shutters or 5/8-inch plywood. Check with
your local building inspector.

Keep roof drains clear.

If you live in a flood-prone area, elevate
or move structures to higher ground.

Bring indoors objects that may be blown
or swept away, such as lawn furniture,
trash cans, children’s toys, garden
equipment, clotheslines and hanging
plants.

Lower water level in pool 6 inches. Add
extra chlorine. Turn off electricity to pool
equipment and wrap up any exposed 
filter pumps with a waterproof covering.

Plan how to take care of your pets. If
you must evacuate, it is best to take your
pets with you, but most shelters will not
allow them. Large animals in barns
should have plenty of food and water.

If a storm is pending, fuel your vehicle.

Keep a smaller Disaster Supply Kit 
in the trunk of each car. 

Keep sliding glass doors wedged shut in
high wind.

If you use a portable generator, make
sure you know what loads it can han-
dle, including start-up wattage. If you
connect the generator to a household
circuit, you must have a double-pole,
double-throw transfer switch installed
between the generator and outside
power, or the “backfeed” could seriously
harm or kill utility line workers.

Remove outdoor antennas, after unplug-
ging televisions.
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RESOURCE INFORMATION
Federal Emergency American Red Cross
Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office
500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20472 Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520
www.fema.gov www.redcross.org
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A DISASTER SUPPLY KIT (recommended by the American Red Cross)
Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink your kit and family needs at least once a year.

(Replace batteries, update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing prescription medications.

Emergency food & drinking water 
At least one change of clothes 
Baby food, diapers & formula 
Batteries 
Bleach (without lemon or additives) 
Books, magazines, cards & games 
Butane lighters 
Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 
Car keys.
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Clock (non-electric) 
Cooler (with ice)
Duct & masking tape 
Extension cords 
Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 
Flashlight 
Grill or camp stove
Heavy plastic (for roof if damaged)
Lantern with extra fuel 
Manual can opener 
Matches 
Medicines

Glasses or contact lens supplies 
Mosquito repellent 
Personal identification
Pet food 
Phone numbers of places you could go
Plastic trash bags 
Radio (battery-operated) or TV
Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 
Soap & shampoo 
Sturdy shoes 
Toilet paper & towelettes 
Tool kit including hammer,crowbar,
nails, saw, gloves, etc.
Water purification tablets

2
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You still have time to apply for the Alabama Munici-
pal Electric Authority 2009 Scholarship Program.

Will you be graduating from high school in the 
spring? Do you receive your electricity from a municipal 
electric system in Alabama? Then if your answer to these 
questions is “yes,” you could be eligible to receive a 
scholarship from AMEA and your public power system.

For the past 16 years, AMEA has assisted deserving 
students in each of its 11 Member cities (Alexander City, 
Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, 
Opelika, Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) with their 
first-year tuition to a state university. Recognizing that 
many high school seniors seek training in a technical or 
trade program, AMEA added a second “technical scholar-
ship” in 2004.

AMEA and its Members will make available 22, $2,500 
scholarships (two scholarships per Member city), and 11, 
$2,500 technical scholarships (one technical scholarship 
per Member city).

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s scholarships, a 
student’s family must receive electric service from a 
Member’s electric utility and the student must attend an 
Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently available from school 
counselors in these Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, About Us, AMEA 
Scholarship Program. Applications are reviewed and 
selected by an independent panel of college guidance 
personnel. Application deadline is Monday, Feb. 2.

Note:  The winner of an AMEA Scholarship must 
make use of the scholarship before the end of the 
16th month following high school graduation.

For more information on the program, contact your 
school counselor or Jessica Govan, AMEA’s Communica-
tions and Marketing Representative, (334) 387-3511, 
(800) 239-2632, Ext. 119, or jessica@amea.com.

A compact fluorescent 
light or CFL:

 Uses 2/3 less energy •	
than a standard incan-
descent light bulb.
 Saves you $30 or more •	
on energy costs over 
the life of the bulb.
 Lasts up to 10 times •	
as long as a standard 
bulb.

 Generates 70 percent less heat than a standard bulb.•	
CFLs provide the greatest savings if used in light 

fixtures that are on for a substantial amount of time 
each day – at least 15 minutes at a time or several hours 
continuously. The best location to use CFLs is usually 
in a family room, kitchen, dining room, bedroom and 
outdoors.

CFLs are available in sizes and shapes to fit most 
fixtures for indoors or outdoors. When selecting a CFL, 
look for one labeled as equivalent to the incandescent 
bulb you are replacing.

From the Editor  Continued from page 4

Our neighborhood was spared the damage, but fur-
ther up our street and across a major highway, we could 
see the damage and devastation that our friends and 
neighbors were experiencing. 

Within what seemed like seconds, the community, 
law enforcement, firefighters, city leaders, state leaders, 
and state organizations, were on the scene to assist vic-
tims of the storm. Churches and volunteers had already 
set up tents and other make-shift areas to start the 
process of preparing meals for victims and volunteers. 
Shelters were set-up at the community center and at 
several churches.

What we witnessed was just overwhelming. The 
outpouring of neighbor helping neighbor was the most 
terrific sight that I think I have ever seen.

We all need to be prepared when Mother Nature 
wreaks havoc. To help you and your family “weather” 
any type of storm before it occurs, we are providing 
you with a Storm Watch tip sheet on Pages 6 and 7. We 
hope this information will be useful to you as you pre-
pare your family, home and property for whatever may 
come your way in the new year.

Here’s wishing you and your family a safe 2009!

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

AMEA 2009 Scholarship 
Program deadline is fast 
approaching
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Alabama’s Marble City prepares for the Pietrasanta,  
Italy visit and cultural exchange

By Dr. Ted Spears and Nelda Vogle

Sylacauga’s first ever Magic of Marble Festival will be a part 
of the cultural exchange between the State of Alabama 
and the City of Pietrasanta, Italy. 

The project will focus the citizens of the Sylacauga area on 
marble, marble art and its history in an expo/celebration/study. 
The Sylacauga festival will be a part of the second phase of an 
effort by the Alabama State Council on the Arts to forge a last-
ing partnership with Pietrasanta, Italy, to create an exchange 
in the area of educational opportunities, artistic production, 
community partnerships and creative programming. 

In early 2008, the Alabama Festival: Freedom Dream delega-
tion made up of visual, performing and literary artists visited 
Pietrasanta.  Sylacauga Mayor and Mrs. Sam Wright joined the 
visit to Italy and issued an invitation to Italian artists and of-
ficials in the City of Pietrasanta to visit Alabama’s Marble City.

Mayor Wright, Alabama Governor Bob Riley and State Arts Council officials wanted the visit to lay the founda-
tion for a bridge to be built for the international sculpting community between the home of the world famous Carrara 
marble industry in the Pietrasanta region and the fine marble quarries in the Sylacauga region of Alabama. 

The Freedom Dream delegation of Alabamians included all types of artists who had the opportunity to display and 
perform for the people of Pietrasanta.  Mayor Wright had the opportunity to watch sculptors in action and the chance 
to talk to them about Sylacauga as one of the two areas in the world having the pure white marble so valued by the 
sculpting world – with their own Carrara mines being the other. 

The visit did have positive results and the Sister Cities program between Pietrasanta and Sylacauga will come to 
fruition on April 28, 2009 when the Mayor of Pietrasanta and other Italian officials visit Sylacauga to sign the Sister 
Cities Proclamation.  Italian artisans and sculptors will join the delegation and spend two weeks in Sylacauga sculpting 
with the beautiful Sylacauga marble. In addition, vocalists from the Italian opera will sing in Sylacauga, possibly at one 
of the beautiful churches.

The Magic of Marble Festival, slated for a two-week period, April 26 through May 7, 2009, will be filled with artis-
tic events for the enjoyment of the people of Sylacauga and visitors from all over the state and nation. The cultural 
exchange will also be featured at the Sloss Furnace Museum in Birmingham and in Montgomery at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

In the words of Mayor Massimo Mallegni of the City of Pietrasanta, “the really rich initiatives (of the visits) go 
beyond stereotypes, to learn and let other people learn about us.”

During the months of April and May 2009, the local marble quarries in Sylacauga – IMERYS, OMYA and AlaCreme 
Marble will display their products in different locations around the town.  Walking tours are being planned so that 
the exposition can be open to the general public. In addition, the sculptors will be in action for the people to observe. 
Sylacauga area schools will begin a Pen Pal Exchange with students in the Pietrasanta area utilizing e-mail, Podcasts, 
and videoconferencing as well as regular mail.

The Magic of Marble Festival coincides with the 175th Anniversary of Sylacauga.  The City of Sylacauga, the Syla-
cauga Chamber of Commerce, the B. B. Comer Memorial Library, and the Isabel Anderson Comer Museum will collaborate 
with civic groups, churches and other organizations to make the event memorable.

Mayor Wright extends an invitation to all interested persons to come to Sylacauga to help welcome our Sister City 
delegation, enjoy the special events which will utilize the talents of the Italian artists, take the walking tours to learn 
about marble products, and perhaps best of all, to enjoy seeing the sculpting of Sylacauga marble.       
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Piedmont’s Old-Fashioned Country Christmas deemed a success
By Ben Singleton

The 2008 Piedmont’s Old Fashion Country 
Christmas Week Celebration and Parade was 
another huge success this year. 

Trinity Missionary Baptist Church hosted the 
program. Jon Holder from TV-24 read the Christ-
mas Story and the Christmas tree lighting was 
held. Throughout the rest of the week, many local 
churches participated in the festivities. Those who 
participated enjoyed singing, interpretive dancing, 
testimonies, and much more. 

The parade included many entries such as clas-
sic cars, floats, beauty pageant winners, and Santa 
Claus.  Attendees enjoyed chili and sandwiches at 
the Clyde H. Pike Civic Center following the conclu-
sion of the parade with entertainment by the Piedmont Church of the Nazarene. 

The City of Piedmont appreciates each group that participated, as well as those who helped make this a successful week.
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UBT partners with Careers at Work Program in Macon County
By Suzette Jelinek

Delphia Williams, Program Supervisor, 
Macon County DHR.

Emma Willis, Agent Assistant,  
Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System, teaching the class

The Utilities Board of Tuskegee (UBT), among other 
organizations and agencies, has partnered with 
Careers to Work Program in Tuskegee, AL. The 

program is an intensive four-week curriculum providing 
basic job placement skills for women seeking employ-
ment.

According to Delphia Williams, Program Supervisor, 
Macon County Department of Human Resources, “We wel-
come UBT as a possible Community Employment Program 
site for our Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) clients. This is a great opportunity for clients to 
acquire the general skills, training, knowledge, and work 
habits necessary to obtain employment.”

Clara Marable, who oversees the program directly and 
is a co-owner of a minority-owned business, said, “These 
women have gone from despair to hope in a matter of 
weeks. It is a beautiful transformation. I am grateful 
that UBT is partnering with us to make this program a 
success.”

“I really enjoyed working with the team and look 
forward to continuing collaborations with local programs 
and businesses,” said UBT Line Supervisor Alvin Woods.

“This program is an ideal community effort”, said 

Mark S. Ennis, UBT General Manager. “It is great that 
our staff can assist with career development by offering 
our time and services. Several staff members spent many 
hours preparing for and delivering presentations to the 
women.”
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Riviera Utilities recognizes Leon Barber 
as the 2008 Employee of the Year

By David Horton

“Any of our 12 Employee of the Month candidates would have made a 
great Employee of the Year,” said Riviera Utilities General Manager 
Mike Dugger. “But, you can only select one and that job is never an 

easy one.”
“We have so many outstanding employees to choose from that it becomes 

a tremendous challenge.  However, one individual always seems to bring 
out the best in themselves and takes the lead in the selection process. Our 
Employee of the Year, Leon Barber, just happens to be that person for 2008,” 
Dugger added.

Earlier in the year when Leon was selected the Employee of the Month, 
Dugger said, “Leon was very instrumental in coordinating Riviera’s efforts for 
the Bass Pro project completion in Spanish Fort.  For two years, Leon’s pri-
mary focus was working with Cypress Equity, the firm putting in the Bass Pro 
facility. He had a tremendous working relationship with them and they were 
great to work with. However, once when things weren’t going so well, Leon 
stressed to the company that he wanted to be proud of this job when it was 
finished. He reminded them that it was one of the biggest projects Riviera 
had and it was his baby to complete. He stated that it was a matter of pride in 
doing a job right. Well, let me tell you, the job was completed and it was done 
the right way, thanks to Leon and his ability to work with Cypress Equity.”

When the 2008 Employee of the Year was announced, Leon, with a sur-
prised look on his face made his way to the podium to be recognized. 

“I am honored and proud to receive this award. There are so many others 
at Riviera that are as qualified as I am. But, I tell you that I could not have 
gotten this without the help and support of our line crew, Ryland’s Under-
ground Services employees, the staff at our office and others. Let me just say, 
thank you,” Barber said.   

Riviera Utilities congratulates Leon Barber and the other employees who 
were recognized throughout the year for their exemplary work and dedication 
to provide quality service to our customers, show respect for their co-workers, 
and work hard for the company. We thank all of our employees who recognize 
that customer service is number one.

Others employees that 
were selected Employee 
of the Month during the 
year are as follows: Brenda 
Kearns, December 2007;  in 
2008, Chris Spratlin, Janu-
ary; Clifton Prim, February; 
Tommy Teel, March; James 
Brantley, April; Mikaela 
Gaubatz, May; Aaron Parker, 
June; Leon Barber, July; Gus 
Hines, August; Jaqueline Mc-
Clinton , September; Corley 
Lauderdale, October; and 
Russell Smith, November.
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Riviera Utilities General Manager Mike Dugger (L) presents the 
2008 Employee of the Year Award to Leon Barber, an engineer in 
the Daphne office. 
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SAPPA celebrates 
Mardi Gras in 

Fairhope
By Sherry Sullivan

It’s no surprise that Fairhope’s 
Mardi Gras draws visitors from 
far and wide. But some of those 

visitors come to town to combine 
business with pleasure.

 For more than 20 years, SAPPA 
(the South Alabama Public Power 
Association) has planned its annual 
meeting in Fairhope to coincide with 
the city’s Mardi Gras celebration, 
said Scott Sligh, Fairhope’s Electric 
Superintendent. This year’s parades 
in Fairhope are on February 14, 20, 
and 23.

“SAPPA is the organization for 
municipal public power providers in 
southern Alabama, but people love 
coming to Fairhope, especially at 
Mardi Gras time, so we usually get 
other public power representatives 
from all over the state, as well as 
some from Florida, Georgia, and 
Tennessee,” said Sligh.

The SAPPA event includes work-
shops, vendor displays, and business 
meetings.

“We have meetings during the 
day at the Grand Hotel, and then 
everyone is free to enjoy the parade 
at night,” said Sligh. “Fairhope’s 
Mardi Gras is known to be family 
friendly, so our members come with 

their kids and grandkids, and 
everyone has a great time. 

It’s a perfect combina-
tion of business and 
pleasure, and it’s just 

another great 
reason for our 

members 
to come 
visit Fair-
hope.”
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Sergeant Rusty Smith of the Dothan Fire Depart-
ment assists one of the many young shoppers.

My Little Christmas 
Shoppe helps  

youngsters shop for 
loved ones

By Cassandra Milton

Each year at the Rose Hill Senior 
Center, Santa’s talented elves 
can be found working. The 

senior adults of Rose Hill are making 
beautiful handmade gifts for the My 
Little Christmas Shoppe.

On Dec. 4, the shoppe opened to 
children ages 4 to 10. These delighted 
little shoppers were able to purchase 
items with a cost range between 50 
cents and $5. The most exciting part 
is that they got to shop without their 
parents as they purchased “surprise 
gifts” for the loved ones on their list.

Volunteers from the Dothan Fire 
Department, Dothan Police Depart-
ment and local schools served as es-
corts to the young shoppers. Parents 
were able to shop in the Adult Craft 
Room while they waited for their 
little ones.

This marked the 20-year an-
niversary of the My Little Christmas 
Shoppe. This program and Rose Hill 
Senior Center are both sponsored by 
Dothan Leisure Services.
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If you had been at the main offices of the Opelika Light 
& Power Department on Wednesday, Nov. 26 at the end 
of the day, you would have thought everything appeared 

“the same as usual” as Opelika Light & Power employees be-
gan to leave the facilities for the Thanksgiving holidays.

Director of Opelika Light & Power, Jerry Posey, who is usu-
ally the last one to leave at the end of the day, was sitting at 
his desk, wishing every employee a Happy Thanksgiving as they 
exited the building. But things weren’t usual at all.  

After more than four decades serving the public as an electrical engineer 
– 36 years with Alabama Power Company and seven years with Opelika Light & 
Power Department – Jerry Posey was retiring.  When the employees returned to 
work on Monday, Dec. 1, a “new era” and new acting director, Derek Lee, Opelika 
Light & Power’s Assistant Director, would await them.

Posey, a quiet, soft-spoken man of tremendous poise and integrity – and a 
gentleman’s gentleman by anybody’s standards – had not wanted any fanfares 
at his departure.  And so, following his wishes, his last day ended as all of the 
others before them had – Jerry busy finishing up the tasks of the day as every-
one else left the building.  But Jerry Posey, who over the years has garnered a 
mountain of respect from everyone who has ever met him, will be sorely missed 
– not only by his employees and the City of Opelika administration, but by his 
customers and the associates across the state who had the pleasure of working 
with him through the years.

Mayor Gary Fuller said it best when he stated, “Jerry Posey did a truly out-
standing job for the City of Opelika. Simply put, he is a real professional and I 
hold him in the highest regard. I wish him the very best.”

A native of Hokes Bluff, Alabama, Posey began his career by earning a de-
gree in Electrical Engineering from Auburn University. Upon graduation, he was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army, serving two years 
active duty, and 28 more years in the U.S. Army Reserves.  

He worked for Alabama Power Company almost 36 years before retiring from 
that company in 2001.  While with Alabama Power, he worked in several differ-
ent locations, including Anniston, Roanoke, Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Montgom-
ery, and Auburn.  During that time he served in various engineering and man-
agement positions, which included Manager of Technical Support, Supervisor of 
Power Generation Projects, and Operations Manager.  

In 2001, the City of Opelika hired him as its Assistant Director of Opelika 
Light & Power.  As its assistant, he provided engineering support for work 
orders to provide electrical service to customers, developed engineering plans to 
provide electrical service to the TigerTown Shopping Center project, as well as 
other commercial and residential developments.  He developed specifications for 
material and equipment items required for installation and maintenance of the 
electrical distribution system.  

Posey was active in Electric Cities of Alabama, South Alabama Public Power 
Association, and the Leadership Development Association.  He has also served as 
past president and board member of the Dixie Lions Club.

Jerry and his wife, Shirley, have two children and four grandchildren.
The City of Opelika wishes Jerry Posey the best of everything in all of his 

future endeavors.

Opelika Light & Power Director  
Jerry Posey retires

By Jan Gunter
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City of Alexander City adopts 
new non-smoking ordinance

By Tracy Kendrick

The City of Alexander City’s new 
non-smoking ordinance, which 
was passed in June 2008, takes 

effect Jan. 1, 2009. This new smok-
ing ban will be enforced citywide. 
The City has tried to educate all resi-
dents and local businesses of this new 
ordinance.  The Code Enforcement Officer, 
an authorized representative, or the Mayor will enforce 
the smoking ban.

Smoking is prohibited inside enclosed public places, 
all stadiums and sports arenas.  Smoking is also pro-
hibited in all city-owned vehicles as well as places of 
employment.  There is also no smoking within at least 10 
feet of an enclosed place where smoking is not allowed.  
This is to keep second-hand smoke away from all doors 
and windows.  

Smoking will not be regulated in bars, designated 
smoking rooms in hotels and motels, private non-day-
care/healthcare residences, retail tobacco stores. Private 
clubs with no employees as well as nursing homes/long-
term care facilities where all occupants are smokers will 
also not be regulated.  

Any individual smoking in a prohibited area will be 
charged with a misdemeanor and will receive a fine not 
exceeding $50. A business that fails to comply with the 
ordinance will be charged with a misdemeanor and a fine 
not exceeding $100 for the first violation. A violation of 
the non-smoking ordinance will be considered a separate 
violation each day. 

There are a few things that businesses can do to 
remind the public about the new ordinance. 

By posting no smoking signs and removing ashtrays, 
where smoking was once allowed, will be a reminder that 
smoking is no longer allowed in Alexander City. For more 
information or to receive a copy of the ordinance, contact 
the City of Alexander City.

Alexander City
Jan. 9, Day trip for lunch to Lake Wedowee Marina. 

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity 
Program. 

Jan. 11, 6 p.m., Music and Dance Night at the Senior 
Activity Center, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, 
Senior Activity Program.

Jan. 17, Alex City Horse Riding Club. The EAHA 
Youth Club’s annual Winter Circuit Horse Show in 
Columbiana, AL. Show schedule and other information 
can be found at www.achrc.com or call Barbara at (334) 
541-2971.

Jan. 18, 10 a.m., Good Morning Brunch. Charles E. Bailey 
Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program, at the Senior 
Activity Center. RSVP by Jan. 16.

Jan. 24, 11 a.m., Monthly Luncheon, Charles E. Bailey Sr. 
Sportplex, Senior Activity Program. Bring side dish and 
$1 donation. Activity Center.

Jan. 24, Alex City Horse Riding Club. The EAHA Youth 
Club’s annual Winter Circuit Horse Show in Columbiana, 
AL. Show schedule and other information can be found 
at www.achrc.com or call Barbara at (334) 541-2971.

Jan. 25, Music and Dance night. 6 p.m., Charles E. Bailey 
Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program. 

Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m., Alexander City Arts presents, 
Silence: The Adventures of a Medieval Warrior 
Woman. Benjamin Russell High School Auditorium. For 
more information at (256) 234-9922. 

Feb. 13, 5:30 p.m., Annual Valentine’s Dance. Charles 
E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex Gym, Senior Activity Program 
Events. Bring a side dish or dessert.

Feb. 26, 11 a.m., Monthly Luncheon. Charles E. Bailey 
Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program. Bring side 
dish and $1 donation. Activity Center.

Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., Alexander City Arts presents, Four 
For Time. Benjamin Russell High School Auditorium. 
For more information at (256) 234-9922.

Dothan
Jan. 24, Hummingbird Workshop, Landmark Park, 

Dothan. Instructor Fred Bassett will lead this workshop 
on hummingbirds. Registration required. (334) 794-
3452, or www.landmarkpark.com

Jan. 29-31, 2009, Antiques Extravaganza, Houston 
County Farm Center, Dothan. This annual antique 
appraisal fair, sale and auction is a benefit for the 
Wiregrass Chapter of the American Red Cross. Hundreds 
of people will bring their family heirlooms to be 
inspected by expert appraisers to determine if their 
antiques are trash or treasure, and hundreds more 
watch to see what surprises unfold. (334) 699-1475, or 
www.themaineventweb.com/antiques.
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Comer Museum will host a mixed media exhibit titled 
“Family Ties and Roots Bound”.  Members of the 
Roberts family will display photography, painting, and 
sculpture.  A reception for the artists will be held Jan. 
15 from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m.

B.B. Comer Memorial Library has scheduled the following 
speakers for their “Brown Bag Series”: Jan. 16, Chris 
Phillips will speak on “The Enduring Legacy of Hank 
Williams: He Wrote the Songs”; Jan. 23, Dolores 
Hydock will speak on “Through the Back Door: The 
Music that Bridged the Bayou”.

Jan . 31, the Sylacauga Parks and Recreation 
Department will host a gymnastics meet at the J. 
Craig Smith Community Center.

B.B. Comer Memorial Library has scheduled the following 
speakers for their “Brown Bag Series”: Feb. 6, Hardy 
Jackson will speak.  His topic will be “It’s Good to 
be Shifty in a New Land: Surviving in Antebellum 
Alabama”; Feb. 13, Phil Koerper will present “Winston 
Churchill: The Wilderness Years to Downing Street – 
(1930-1940)”; Feb. 20, John Hall will present “William 
Bartram’s 1775 Travels Through Alabama”; Feb. 27, 
Georgine Clark will present “Discovering Public Art:  
Public Art Trails in Alabama”.

Comer Museum will show the oil paintings of Chick Lively. 
Lively is from Sterrett, Alabama.  A reception for the 
artists will be held Feb. 12 from 6:30 p.m. until 8 pm.

Feb. 21, The Miss Sylacauga Pageant. Sylacauga High 
School Auditorium.

Feb. 28, Just Say No Basketball Tournament, hosted by 
the Sylacauga Parks and Recreation Department. J. 
Craig Smith Community Center

March 5, Taste of Sylacauga. J. Craig Smith Community 
Center.  Watch the local paper for details.

Jan. 31, Bluebird Workshop, Landmark Park, Dothan. 
Instructor Gerald Hartley will lead this workshop on the 
Eastern Bluebird. Registration required. (334) 794-3452, 
or www.landmarkpark.com

Feb. 13 and 20, Astronomy Nights, Landmark Park, 
Dothan. Stargazing, planetarium programs, wagon 
rides and refreshments. Registration required. Scouts in 
uniform will receive a discount; program meets several 
requirements for the Astronomy badge. Rain date: Feb. 
27. (334) 794-3452, or www.landmarkpark.com

Robertsdale
Feb. 5-7, 2009 Quilt Show, Robertsdale United Methodist 

Church. Over 300 quilts will be displayed throughout 
the church facilities.  A special feature of the show 
will be “theme rooms” with quilts related to weddings, 
gardens, children, and holidays.  An “Honored Quilter” 
will be recognized with one room featuring her 
handwork.  Lunch will be served daily from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the fellowship hall and live entertainment will 
be presented. Proceeds from the show and luncheon 
support local, national and international mission 
projects of the United Methodist Church. Cost is $5 
for the show and $5 for the lunch. For additional 
information or if you would like to display your quilts 
at the show, call Betty Gwaltney (251) 947.5354, Mary 
Barnhill (251) 964.5169), or the church office (251) 
947.4602.

Sylacauga
Jan. 9, 9-11 a.m., Senior Adult Job Fair, hosted by the 

Sylacauga Parks and Recreation Department. J. Craig 
Smith Community Center, Sylacauga.

Jan. 24, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Mother/Son Breakfast 
Banquet. J. Craig Smith Community Center. The theme 
is “The Road to Manhood.”  Guest speaker is Michael 
Moore, Deputy Director of Youth Services for the City 
of Birmingham. Entertainment will be provided by Gary 
Ledbetter, Illusionist.


