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T hirty-six Alabama cities 
have public power utilities 
that provide electricity to 

their citizens. They range in size 
from cities like Huntsville to cities 
that serve fewer than 2,000 meters.

Like citizens in more than 2,000 
communities across the United 
States, these Alabama citizens 
choose to provide electric service 
through public power systems. 
Not-for-profit electric utilities are 
accountable to the customers they serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power 
needs for 45 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and sewer 
departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public power 
systems are rooted in the American tradition of local people 
providing for their basic community needs. Public power sys-
tems provide service — electricity at not-for-profit prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for communi-
ty economic development. So is its ability to provide stream-
lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that encourage 
existing business customers to maintain and expand their 
operations and attract new business. Strong, stable employ-
ers mean strong, stable jobs for local citizens.

Some electric power companies come and go...
Employees of 
the Alexander 
City Light 
and Power 
serve on your 
Local Com-
munications 
Committee. 
The commit-
tee serves as 
the “ears and 
eyes” of your 
community for 
the Alabama 
Currents and 
other com-
munications 
efforts to keep 
you informed 
about your mu-
nicipal electric 
system. Shown 
are (L to R): 
Mayor Barbara 
Young, George 
East, Laura 
Bell Oliver and 
Tracy Kendrick.

From the Editor
Have you ever counted the number 

of electrical outlets in your home?  
There are probably three to six in 

most rooms – with most of them feeding 
appliances that keep you “plugged in” 
throughout your days and nights.  

However, despite our ever-present out-
lets, cords, and appliances, electric service 
is something we take for granted. 

That’s why I’m going to tell you three 
facts about your electric service that may start you thinking 
a bit more about it, especially during this time when energy 
use and energy independence have become national issues.
Fact #1: Public Power Makes a Difference

Fact number one is that your municipal 
electric system is a “public power” electric 
utility – and that makes a difference in 
your life. It means that your city/town 
operates the utility as a community enter-
prise, which holds down costs and allows 
all citizens to take part in making decisions 
about utility services.  

Public power is an American tradition 
that works in more than 2,000 communities 
across the country.

Another advantage is local, hometown 
service. When you call your public power system with a 
question or to ask for help, they’re right there; ready to 
respond right away. 

Your public power system is also committed to the com-
munity by its involvement and investment in numerous 
community and civic activities throughout the year.
Fact #2:  You have a lot of control over your electricity 
use

Fact number two is that you have a lot of control over how 
you use electricity in your home or business. You can make 
a difference – to the planet, our nation’s energy indepen-
dence, and in your electricity bill – just by thinking a little 
more about your electricity use and changing your habits in 
small ways.  Whether you live in a house or an apartment, 
simple things like turning off lights when you leave a room, 
cooking efficiently, or caulking and weatherstripping, can 
reduce your overall electricity use significantly.  
Fact #3:  We’re working on an energy-efficient future

And fact number three is about the future. We’re planning 
for a future that will continue to provide reliable, low-cost 
electricity to homes and businesses in our 11 member cities 
in an environmentally-responsible way.  

As you know, the U.S. Congress is debating how it should 
legislate the reduction of greenhouse gases through penal-
izing their production, by promoting energy efficiency, and 
developing cleaner power generation technologies.  

There are also debates across the country about how 
many new power plants and transmission lines will be 
needed to serve our growing population and economy. There 
are further questions about costs and environmental consid-

Continued on page 8

Public Power Week
October 5-11, 2008
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Tuskegee is gearing up for a national event Oct. 10-12 as the grand opening 
of the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site is held in this east central Alabama 
city.

On hand for the special event will be some of the surviving airmen, as well as 
other prominent officials. 

In the 1940s, Tuskegee became home to a “military experiment” to train 
America’s first African-American military pilots. In time the “experiment” became 
known as the Tuskegee Experience and the participants as the Tuskegee Airmen. 

The performance of over 15,000 men and women who shared the “Tuskegee 
Experience” from 1942 to 1946 will be immortalized at the Tuskegee Airmen Na-
tional Historic Site.

Read more about this event on Page 13.

 On thE COvEr: tuskEgEE AirMEn iMMOrtAlizED At nAtiOnAl histOriC sitE 
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Rising fuel costs remain 
a concern for electric 
utilities nationwide, 

and these increased costs 
have become an unfortunate 
reality for our nation. The 
downturn in the economy has 
affected you in many ways. 
From rising prices at the gas 
pump to the increased cost 
of food at your local grocery 
store, Americans are feeling the sting of these un-
certain times.

A commodity which has seen a significant 
increase since the summer of 2007 is natural gas. 
In fact, natural gas prices have doubled since last 
summer. 

These increased natural gas prices directly 
impact electric generation fuel costs during high 
demand periods, and thus adversely affect your 
power bill. Whether we are talking about natural 
gas or commodity prices, it is safe to assume 
the long-term costs are going to go up over the 
years.

Another factor which has impacted your bill 
is the continued drought. The drought, which we 
have experienced since last summer, also impacts 
hydropower production and the energy costs that 
are included in your monthly electric bill. 

The cheapest energy your utility can pur-
chase is hydropower, followed by nuclear, coal, 
and natural gas. Natural gas-fired resources have 
a higher fuel cost than other forms of genera-
tion. When the availability of power from hydro-
electric power plants remains below expectations, 
this energy has to be supplied from natural gas-
fired resources.

Unfortunately, it’s unclear how long these 
increased natural gas prices will remain. 

During these uncertain times, we will con-
tinue providing you with suggested methods for 
reducing your energy use during peak hours. One 
of the suggested resources is Energy Depot®, an 
online home energy audit service provided by 
your public power system. Energy Depot is a one-
stop shop of online resources and tools to help 
you better understand and manage your home 
energy use and costs.

The intent of these efforts is to help you 
save money each month. We know that helping 
you maximize your energy dollars is good for you 
and your family. 

We are committed to providing you with reli-
able, affordable electricity. This is a mission we 
take seriously. Whatever the challenges may be, 
we will face them together.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO

in My Opinion

Rising fuel costs are a challenge for electric utilities across the 
country. Just like the rise in gasoline prices at the pump, natural 
gas prices have also taken a tremendous upward swing. These 

increased natural gas prices directly impact electric generation fuel costs 
during high demand periods, and thus adversely affect your power bill.

We want to help you maximize your energy dollars. Your 
municipal electric system offers these tips to conserve energy and 
save on your monthly power bill:

 Try to schedule any activity using hot water (laundry, showers, •	
baths, dishwashing) for before 2 p.m. or after 6 p.m.
 Set your thermostat at 78 degrees or slightly higher during hot •	
weather. The monthly savings could be between 3 and 5 percent. 
Raise the thermostat higher when away from home for extended 
periods. By installing a programmable thermostat, you can save 
money every month by lowering energy use when you do not 
need it.
 Clean or change the air conditioner filter regularly. A dirty filter •	
cuts down on air flow and reduces efficiency. Air conditioners are 
the biggest source of electric use during the summer. In many 
homes, air conditioning accounts for more than half the electric 
bill.
 Keep your curtains and blinds closed during the day to reduce •	
heat from direct sunlight.
 Using the microwave, slow cookers and outdoor grills for cooking •	
also will reduce demand for power. 
Use room or ceiling fans to circulate air.•	
 Add insulation in the attic. Better attic insulation can save as •	
much as 30 percent on cooling and heating costs. 
 Make sure attic and crawl spaces are adequately ventilated. Poor •	
ventilation will add to your summer cooling costs. It also can 
trap moisture in your attic, making insulation less effective.
 Use compact fluorescent lights instead of incandescent lamps •	
when possible. CFLs last about 10 times longer and use about 
one-fourth the electricity of incandescent bulbs. CFLs can save 
60 percent or more on lighting costs.
 Cleaning your dryer lint filter before every load helps dry your •	
clothes more quickly, which means you save energy and money.
 When going on vacation, turn your water heater thermostat to •	
low. It will save you a few dollars.
 Your mother was right. (“What do you think — we own the •	
power company?!”) Turn off everything not in use: lights, TVs, 
computers. Results show that the average owner of a computer 
system spends about $100 per year in electricity bills, if the 
computer is left on 24/7. This cost, however, does not figure in 
the electricity used by printers, scanners, and other devices.
 Click your way to energy savings. Be a wise-energy user and •	
put money back into your pocket each month with Energy 
Depot®. Energy Depot is simple and convenient, and there is 
no cost associated with accessing the service. Energy Depot is 
an Internet-based suite of software applications for residential 
customers. Customers can receive online personalized energy 
profiles. You can input your energy billing history to assist your 
analysis, plus you can access advice on saving energy and a 
comprehensive library of energy information. To get started, visit 
your city or utility web site. If you have a problem accessing 
this site, visit the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) 
web site, www.amea.com, Energy Depot. Read more about Energy 
Depot on Page 5.
NOTE: Be on the lookout for winter energy-saving tips in the 

November/December Alabama Currents.

Your municipal electric system offers 
energy-saving tips
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help prevent your energy bill 
from going higher
By Doug Rye

I always look forward to writ-
ing this article for the Ala-
bama Currents magazine. I 

can only hope that you enjoy 
reading it and that it is helpful 
to you.

One thing that makes Doug 
Rye different is the fact that I 
have no hidden agenda. I have 
nothing to sell and I will not 
make more money nor less money 

from your decisions. I am simply trying to help as 
many people as possible, and yes, I do think that this 
is God’s plan for my life.

I conduct over 100 seminars per year all across 
this nation. In fact, as I write this column in August, I 
am in a motel room in Springfield, MO, preparing for a 
seminar. It is presently 100 degrees outside, just like it 
is in Alabama. It is called summer.

Your air conditioner may run all day and well into 
the night. About the time you read this article, you 
have received a high utility bill. I study this every 
day and I can tell you with certainty that utility rates 
across this nation are going to increase at a faster rate 
than in the past. The days of 2, 3, or 4 percent increas-
es are over. We are going to see double digit increases 
in all types of energy including gasoline, natural gas, 
propane, and yes, electricity.

In the past, I have taught you how to make energy 
improvements that would help lower your bill. Now, I’m 
teaching you to just prevent the bill from going higher. 
Let me remind you again that you only have two op-
tions…pay it or do something about it.

Say this with me, “Everyone can do something and 
that includes me.” As the Jaycees say, “Make your plan 
and then work your plan.” Let me suggest that you 
look at your plan and take a look at my web site, www.
dougrye.com for a start.

In the November/December issue of Alabama Cur-
rents, I will help you make your list. At this moment, it 
is too hot to work it.

As I said, I am in Missouri and will be traveling 
to Oklahoma and Iowa next. I live in Arkansas. I have 
learned that folks in Arkansas and Alabama are just 
about alike. We care about our families, our country 
and football. By the time you read this article, the 
Tide, the Tigers and the Razorbacks will have already 
played a game. Just remember that both “The Bear” 
and Mr. Tuberville came from Arkansas!

See you in November.
Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-

lance writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-effi-
ciency information and tips to help customers maximize 
their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact 
him at (501) 653-7931, or www.dougrye.com

let Energy Depot® 
help you manage 
your energy costs

R ising fuel costs, the 
continued drought 
and congressional 

Clean Air mandates have im-
pacted electric rates. Your monthly energy bill is affected 
by these challenges and these challenges will affect your 
energy bill well into the future. That’s why your public 
power system is always looking for new ways to help you 
maximize your energy dollars.

Energy Depot® for Homes 
is a one-stop shop of online 
resources and tools to help 
you better understand and 
manage your home energy use 
and costs.

Energy Depot is available 
at your public power system’s 

web site and allows you to analyze your energy bill and 
how energy is used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analysis tools, Energy Depot 
uses your actual bill and breaks out how energy is used 
within your home. The profile also gives you specific sug-
gestions on how you can improve energy efficiency and 
use.

You can use Energy Depot to: complete a do-it-yourself 
home energy audit and receive a report online; quickly 
estimate the annual energy use and cost of home energy 
systems and appliances; receive a personalized energy pro-
file with an estimate of your energy costs for each home 
energy system/appliance; learn specific things you can 
do to reduce energy usage and how much you can save; 
compare your heating and cooling systems or water heater 
to a range of new system; learn how soon you can pay for 
a new more efficient heating or cooling system or water 
heater through lower energy bills; use the Energy Library 
to answer your energy questions; get answers to the most 
frequently asked questions regarding home energy use; and 
much more.

After answering some multiple-choice questions and 
entering some information, you receive a personalized re-
port detailing their month-to-month energy usage in terms 
of dollars and energy units, as well as an analysis of the 
cost of individual appliances over a year’s time. The Energy 
Depot web site also features an extensive Energy Library 
and set of Frequently Asked Questions on energy use in 
the home, ranging from insulation levels and venting, to 
home appliances and energy standards.  Your public power 
system’s Energy Advisor will even answer specific question 
through the site.

For more information on Energy Depot, contact your 
public power system, or go to www.amea.com, Energy De-
pot.



You can use a portable generator 
to supply electricity to your appli-
ances if an emergency exists during 
a power outage. But if used im-
properly they can kill you and the 
people who are restoring power to 
your building. They also can damage 
the appliances you connect.

Generator sizes vary. Common 
units can be from 8 to 14 horsepow-
er and capable of handling from 
4,000 to 8,400 watts (including 
starting surge requirements). Prices 
may range from $800 to $3,000.

Connecting a generator to the 
main electrical supply for your 
house requires the services of a qualified, licensed electrician. Installing the 
connection and switch (as explained below) can cost $600to $1,000.

Before connecting the generator to your household circuit, notify your mu-
nicipal electric system. 

DEtErMining WAttAgE rEQuirEMEnts
Never exceed the rated capacity of your generator. Overloading can cause se-

rious damage to the generator or appliances. Before operating a generator, list 
all of the appliances that are going to operate at the same time. Then 
determine the starting wattage requirements and the running watt-
age requirements. The starting load lasts only for a few seconds, 
but is very important when figuring your total wattage to be used. 
Your generator must be rated to handle the total wattage. 

Ratings shown here are samples. Wattage requirements vary with 
different brands of appliances. Be sure to check the name plate on 
the appliances you plan to use.  Always start your largest electric mo-
tor first, then plug in other items one at a time.

7-step plan to prevent 
generator accidents
1. A qualified, licensed electrician must install 
a double-pole, double-throw transfer switch 
to connect the generator to a building’s elec-
trical system. This is required by the National 
Electrical Code. Connection must meet local 
ordinances. A minimum of 10-gauge wiring 
must be used.

2. Make sure that the unit is connected to an 
appropriate electrical ground, in accordance 
with the National Electric Code. Follow in-
structions supplied with the generator.

3. Operate generator in a clean, dry, well ven-
tilated area. Make sure your hands are dry.

4. Inspect extension cords before use and re-
place with new if required.  Use proper size 
(wire gauge) cordset for application. Follow 
instructions supplied with your unit. Always 
use electrically grounded cordsets.

5. Turn engine off and allow it to cool before 
adding fuel. Make sure there’s a fire extin-
guisher in the immediate area certified to 
handle gasoline or fuel fires.

6. Operate generator in a clean, dry, well 
ventilated area. Keep objects away from unit 
during operation. Do not operate unit in a 
confined area, such as garages, basements, 
storage sheds, etc., which lack a steady 
exchange of air. Never operate unit in a 
location occupied by humans 
or animals. Keep children, 
pets and others away 
from where it’s operating.

7.  Never attempt 
to “speed-up” the 
engine to obtain more 
performance. Both the out-
put voltage and frequency will be 
thrown out of standard by this 
practice, endangering you and the 
attachments.

Generator Safety

Home Security

 Four (60-watt) Light Bulbs

   Television

       Microwave

                 Toaster Oven

                   Portable Heater (5000 Btu)

                       Furnace Fan

   Refrigerator/Freezer

          Clothes Washer

       Water Heater

       Well Pump (1 1/2 hp)

     Air Conditioner (20,000 Btu)

 Running Starting
 wattage wattage

Wattage 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000
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Protect your home and family 
from electrical hazards

Every morning in communities across America, news 
headlines tell the story of families whose homes were de-
stroyed by electrical fires. Some of these fires were from elec-
trical hazards that were readily seen and ignored. 

Others were the result of invisible hazards, but could 
have been prevented with current technology. 

Keep your family and home safe. Here are a few basic 
steps you can take to eliminate electrical hazards around the 
home: 

gFCis: keeping you safe from shock 

 A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet •	
will automatically disconnect the power when an 
electrocution hazard exists. 
 Be sure you have GFCI protection anywhere electricity •	
and water are within six feet of each other, such as in 
your kitchen, bathroom and garage, to protect against 
electric shock. 
Test your GFCI monthly. •	
 If you have a home without GFCIs, consult a qualified, •	
licensed electrician about adding this important safety 
device. 

AFCis: Fire safety in your home 

 An arc fault circuit interrupter (AFCI) circuit breaker •	
will automatically disconnect power when a fire hazard 
exists. 
 If you live in a home without AFCIs, consult a qualified, •	
licensed electrician about adding this important safety 
device. 
 Have AFCIs installed on all general purpose circuits •	
throughout the home, particularly in older homes where 
electrical hazards may have developed over several years. 
 Install smoke alarms and CO detectors. Replace their •	
batteries regularly. 

Outlets: they may be warning you 

 Check to make sure outlet and switch plates are not •	
unusually hot to the touch. If they are, unplug cords 
and do not use the switches. Have a licensed electrician 
perform an electrical inspection as soon as possible. 
 Discoloration and darkening around outlets and switch •	
cover plates are signs of potential problems. 
 No wiring should be exposed from behind outlet and •	
switch cover plates. Replace missing, cracked or broken 
cover plates. 

Extension Cord safety 

 Extension cords are for temporary needs – not •	
permanent solutions. 
 Not all power strips are surge suppressors. Not all surge •	
suppressors can handle the same load. Be sure the 

equipment you buy matches your electrical needs. 
 Check to make sure electrical cords are in good •	
condition. Cracking and fraying are signs that the 
electrical cord needs to be replaced. 
 To avoid overheating extension cords, make sure that •	
they do not run under furniture or carpeting, behind 
baseboards or over walkways. 

space heater and lighting safety 

 Make sure to use the correct type and wattage of light •	
bulb. If you do not know the correct wattage, contact 
the manufacturer of the lamp or fixture. 
 Place halogen floor lamps away from curtains, buds, •	
rugs or other furnishings. These lamps operate at high 
temperatures and can create a fire hazard. 
 Space heaters should be placed at least 3 feet away from •	
any combustible materials such as bedding, clothing, 
draperies, furniture and rugs. 
 Keep space heaters away from areas with water. Check •	
your manual to be sure the heater is intended to be used 
in locations such as bathrooms and garages. 
 Unplug and safely store portable space heaters when not •	
in use. 

Appliances safety 

 Make sure appliances are in good condition by looking •	
for cuts and breaks in power cords and plugs. 
 Outlets, switches, or cords that feel warm or hot to the •	
touch may indicate an electrical problem. 
 Electrical shocks—even mild ones—are an indication of •	
an electrical hazard and should be checked by a qualified 
professional. 
 Flickering lights, tripped circuit breakers or blown fuses •	
are indications of possible electrical problems. Arcs, 
sparks, sizzles, buzzes or unusual odors in the vicinity 
of an appliance, receptacle, switch or lighting fixture are 
signs of an equipment problem. 

Counterfeit goods: not all products are what they 
appear 

 Counterfeit electrical products may look just like other •	
appliances we buy, but their similarities end there. 
Counterfeits are not made to the same high standards 
and DO NOT offer the protection from fire and shock that 
certified products do. 
 Buyers should beware of bargains that seem too good •	
to be true. Products may be cheap because they are 
counterfeit or defective. 
 Avoid no-name products and purchase from reputable •	
retailers. 
 Look for the UL, CSA or ETL-SEMKO certification •	
marks. Check the warning label. It should be free of 
grammatical errors and not conflict with information 
elsewhere on the package. 

The Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) 
reminds everyone that electricity is a powerful tool. It can 
also be a lethal hazard. Better safety standards have reduced 
electrical hazards that cause deaths, injuries and property 
damage. But good safety habits are still the best prevention 
against electrical hazards. 

For more information, visit www.electrical-safety.org.

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE
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W ill you be graduating from 
high school in 2009? Do 
you receive your electricity 

from a municipal electric system in 
Alabama? Then if your answer to these 
questions is “yes,” you could be eli-
gible to receive a scholarship from the 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and your municipal electric 
system.

Thanks to AMEA this past year, 32 
high school seniors have enrolled in a 
four-year university or two-year col-
lege with the help of an AMEA college 
or technical scholarship. AMEA has 
provided scholarship assistance since 
1992. 

For the past 16 years, AMEA has 
assisted deserving students in each of 
its 11 Member cities (Alexander City, 
Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, 
Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, Piedmont, 
Sylacauga and Tuskegee) with their 
first-year tuition to a state university. 
Recognizing that many high school 
seniors seek training in a technical or 
trade program, AMEA added a second 
“technical scholarship” in 2004.

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s 
scholarships, a student’s family must 
receive electric service from a Mem-
ber’s electric utility and the student 
must attend an Alabama college or 
university.

Applications are currently avail-
able from school counselors in these 
Member cities, or you can go online to 
the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, 
About Us, AMEA Scholarship Program. 
Applications are reviewed and selected 
by an independent panel of college 
guidance personnel.

For more information on the pro-
gram, contact your school counselor or 
Jessica Govan, AMEA’s Communications 
and Marketing Representative, (334) 
387-3511, (800) 239-2632, Ext. 119, or 
jessica@amea.com.

Energy loan program helps local governments, 
school systems save energy, money

Local governments and K-12 school systems can save thousands in utility 
costs by improving the energy efficiency of their buildings, but budget 
constraints can make it difficult to afford the initial costs of the improve-

ments.
To help municipal and county governments and school systems make energy-

saving improvements, the Energy Division of the Alabama Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Affairs (ADECA) has established the Local Government 
Energy Loan Program.

The program offers a zero interest loan for energy-efficiency improve-
ments and energy audits. County and municipal governments may borrow up 
to $350,000 and eligible schools may borrow up to $350,000 per campus or 
$500,000 per school system to finance the energy efficient upgrades. The im-
provements pay for themselves through lower utility bills. 

Energy conservation measures eligible under the loan program include the 
installation of energy efficient lighting systems, energy management systems or 
renewable energy systems. Loans also can be used for upgrades to improve the 
efficiency of heating, ventilating and air conditioning equipment, boiler and 
central plant systems and water treatment plants. 

Each project requires an energy audit of the facility. A specially trained au-
ditor will identify the specific cost savings that will be obtained by modifying 
building operation and maintenance procedures or installing energy-saving im-
provements. The cost of the audit may be included in the loan.

To participate in the loan program:
 Buildings must be owned by the local government or school board and •	
include a heating or air conditioning system.
 Recipients must repay the loan in regular intervals within 10 years.•	
 The useful life of each energy conservation measure must be at least as long •	
as the term of the loan.
 All construction must comply with building codes and standards.•	
The Local Government Energy Loan program is promoted in partnership with 

PowerSouth. For more information about the program or to request an applica-
tion, contact Karen Clifton, ADECA’s Energy Division, (334) 242-5321 or  
Karen.Clifton@adeca.alabama.gov.

AMEA and Member 
cities kick off 2009 
scholarship program 

erations for building different kinds of power plants.  
As part of the American Public Power Association (APPA), which represents our 

interests in Washington, D.C., we advocate national policies that will hold down 
prices, increase energy independence and security, protect the environment, and 
promote energy efficiency.  With other public power systems, we endorse legisla-
tion to control greenhouse gas emissions, but have asked Congress to consider the 
economic impact on consumers and the economy.  We also emphasize the impor-
tance of federal research and development programs to help create new technolo-
gies that will be needed.

Through APPA, we also support proposals to improve federal regulations for how 
wholesale electric power is bought and sold in order to create reliable, lower-cost 
power supplies. 
Join us in celebrating Public Power Week

This is a special time for more than 2,000 public power systems across the 
country that collectively provide electricity on a not-for-profit basis to 45 million 
Americans as they recognize Public Power Week, October 5-11. This is an annual 
time to call attention to community ownership of electric utilities. 

We hope you will take the time to recognize the men and women who serve you 
at your public power system as they continue to shine a light in your hometown. 
Public power is hometown power….an American tradition.

Lisa Miller
Manager of Communications and Marketing

From the Editor  Continued from page 4
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City of Dothan offers Hurricane 
Preparedness Manual
By Cassandra Hollinger Milton

Y ou have just found out that a hurricane is heading 
towards your area. If there is a loss of power, do 
you have enough water and food stored? Are you 

sure that your generator is properly installed? Did you do 
everything you could to secure your home from damage? 
These are the sort of questions that citizens should know 
the answer to before a storm hits. A lack of awareness and 
preparation is a dangerous combination during times of in-
clement weather.

In the event of a hurricane, the City of Dothan wants 
its citizens to know the proper actions to take. Therefore, 
the Dothan Utilities Department has developed its first ever 
Hurricane Preparedness Manual for the public.

“Finding new ways to communicate valuable informa-
tion to the public is always a top priority,” said Billy Mayes, 
Director of Dothan Utilities. “We believe that the public will 
find a wealth of information throughout this manual.”  

The Hurricane Preparedness Manual provides tips on 
what to do before, during and after a hurricane. This free 
publication is available for download from the City of Do-
than homepage at www.dothan.org. A copy can also be ob-
tained from the Administration Department on the second 
floor of the Roy Driggers Municipal Building. 

Former Alabama Governor John 
Patterson to appear at  

Adelia M. Russell Library
By Tracy Kendrick

O n Sept. 10, former Alabama Governor John Pat-
terson will discuss Warren Trest’s book on his life 
and career.  The book is titled, “Nobody But the 

People: The Life and Times of Alabama’s Youngest Gover-
nor.”  The special event will be held at the Adelia M. Rus-
sell Library in Alexander City from 1 to 2 p.m.  The author, 
Warren Trest, will join former Governor Patterson as he 
discusses his career and biography of his life.

John Patterson was elected Governor in November 
1958 at the age of 37.  In January 1959, Patterson took 
the position as Governor of Alabama.  He served as Gov-
ernor from 1959 until 1963.  After his term, Patterson 
practiced law in Montgomery.  In 1984, he was appointed 
to the State Court of Criminal Appeals. The former gov-
ernor remained in that position until he retired in 1997. 
He currently resides in Tallapoosa County in the town of 
Goldville.

Warren Trest 
is a retired mili-
tary historian.  
He has written 
books on history 
and also fiction. 
His biography of 
Patterson’s life 
is the first biog-
raphy that Pat-
terson has au-
thorized.  Trest 
currently resides 
in Montgomery.

Everyone is 
invited to attend 
the discussion 
and book sign-
ing. For more 
information, 
please call (256) 
329-6796.
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tO rEPOrt POWEr OutAgE  
Day time (256) 409-2080  

After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421
 DO nOt CAll 911
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Fairhope Electric crews 
instrumental in hospital expansion

By D. Fran Morley

C rews from Fairhope Electric have completed a new 
underground loop system that not only serves the 
new four-story North Tower at Thomas Hospital but 

also increases capacity and reliability for the entire hospital 
complex.

“By looping the service around the whole hospital cam-
pus, we are able to feed the hospital off two separate sub-
stations,” said Scott Sligh, Electric Superintendent. 

“What this means, is that if there is any problem with 
one substation, we can switch service to a backup that 
is immediately available,” Sligh added. “Thomas Hospital 
is Fairhope Electric’s largest customer, and of course, it is 
vitally important to ensure that their service is uninter-
rupted.” 

The hospital also has two 1,000 kw generators and is 
installing another 1,500 kw, capable of running necessary 
operations in the event of an emergency. Fairhope Electric 
crews were integral in helping modify wiring to accommo-
date the generators, Sligh said. 

Thomas Hospital’s North Tower includes an expanded 
first-floor Emergency Department, 64 new patient rooms, 
and fourth-floor expansion space, said Phil Cusa, hospital 
administrator. 

“Thomas Hospital currently has the capacity to oper-
ate 129 inpatient beds, but we’re licensed for 150 beds. The 
expansion will add 21 beds and replace 43 existing beds in 
the older part of the hospital. Our inpatient census is pro-
jected to increase 20 percent by the year 2010, so getting 
to our licensed bed capacity will help us accommodate that 
growth and better serve our community.”

The $40 million North Tower is the largest expansion 
to date for Thomas Hospital, which opened in 1960 and be-
came a member of Mobile-based Infirmary Health System in 
2007. The expansion is expected to open in early 2009.
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Fairhope Electric employees Greg McCoy, Bryan Rutherford, and Doug Brown 
complete the installation process, connecting the looped underground wiring 
system to a new transformer at Thomas Hospital’s North Tower construction 
site. With the new switchgear, Fairhope Electric can supply electricity to the 
hospital from either of two electrical substations.

City of Lanett partners with 
Valley R/C Flyers to form 

Park Pilot Club

T he City of Lanett Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will be partnering with the local Valley R/C 
Flyers to start a Park 

Pilot Club in the City of Lanett.  
The Academy of Model Aeronau-
tics (AMA), which is the world’s 
largest sport aviation organiza-
tion, sanctions Park Pilot Clubs 
across the country. The AMA was 
chartered in 1936 as a self-sup-
porting, non-profit organization 
whose purpose is to promote the 
development of model aviation as 
a recognized sport and recreation 
activity. Aero modeling is very 
educational and loads of fun.  

“Model aviation is a perfect 
example of how recreation is socially 
beneficial,” said Lanett City Manager 
Joel Holley. “With no physical barriers to 
its enjoyment, it is open to people of all 
ages. The value to young people is par-
ticular worth noting. It is educational, 
career building and an alternative to 
other common sports programs. This club 
can spark and encourage early interest in 
aeronautics and flying.”

The City Rec. Department and the 
R/C Flyers will be able to teach young 
and old the fun of flying through the 
R/C simulator and the fun and enjoy-
ment of flying electric engine airplanes 
indoors as well as outdoors at our fly-
ing site.

Holley said the new program and 
club will be great for the City and ex-
pand on the development of Lanett’s Mu-
nicipal Airport.

“This is a great way for the City of Lanett to expose its 
young citizens to science and engineering that could one 
day lead to careers as pilots, engineers, and even astro-
nauts,“ he added.

For more information on the City of Lanett Parks and 
Recreation’s Park Pilot Program, call (334) 644-4312 or 
(706) 585-7022.
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T he unprecedented growth, 
which began in 2004, con-
tinues for the City of Opelika 

for 2008.  In fact, numbers show that 
through the end of June, the city has 
issued over $106 million in building 
permits for fiscal year 2008 which, if 
the trends continue (and we have no 
reason to believe that they won’t), will 
place this fiscal year in the top five in 
the city’s history for growth.

As you can imagine, with all of the 
new construction going on within the 
city’s borders, Opelika Light & Power 
(OLP) has been kept especially busy 
developing organized plans, purchasing 
the necessary equipment, and provid-
ing the electrical services for many of 
the new developments taking place. 

Some of the major developments 
Light & Power have provided electrical 
service for include the following:

GAMBRO Renal Products – a new 
plant in Opelika’s Fox Run Business 
Park, which will produce more than 10 
million Polyflux® dialyzers  annually 
to serve patients with kidney failure 
who must undergo dialysis treatment 
for survival. This 100,000-square-foot 
manufacturing plant, which at over 
$130 million dollar initial investment 
represents the largest in Lee County 
history, is scheduled to have its grand 
opening during the early fall 2008, 
employing 160 people at an average 
salary $50,000 a year.  (And by the 
way, Opelika Light & Power Director 
Jerry Posey played a key role in help-
ing us locate Gambro in Opelika).

Several new hotels / motels going 
up in Opelika, including:  Hampton 
Inn (in the Capps-Palmer Development) 
and the Fairfield Inn (presently under 
construction at TigerTown), and the 
Country Inn & Suites (presently under 
construction in the Capps-Palmer De-
velopment). 

Opelika’s new Sportsplex and 
Aquatics Center – under construction 
now (including the development of the 
specifications for soccer field lighting). 

Numerous residential and commer-
cial subdivisions, including:  Hamilton 

Gables, Rockledge Pointe, Jordan’s 
Gate, Village at Waterford, Wyndham, 
Village Professional Park, Kohl’s, Bed, 
Bath & Beyond, Dicks Sporting Goods, 
and several other small shops opening 
up at TigerTown. The numbers show 
that almost 1,000 new single family 
homes have been built in Opelika in 
the past four years.

In addition to all of that, Opelika 
Light & Power has not been lax when 
it comes to developing new means for 
providing better services to all of its 
existing residential and commercial 
customers. To this end, Opelika Light 
& Power has been busy inspecting all 
of its poles during the past year.  Poles 
needing immediate replacement have 
been changed out; others, which could 
be repaired or reinforced, have been 
earmarked for replacement or repaired 
during fiscal year 2009.

The department also continues to 
implement the new TWACS (Two-Way 
Automated Communications System) 
meter reading system.  As of June 
2008, all residential customers have 
been placed on this new system, which 
essentially takes “human error” out of 
meter reading. Commercial customers 

will be placed on the system during 
the next fiscal year.

And speaking of going online, 
customers of the Opelika Light & Power 
Department have the Energy Depot® 
to help them with the management of 
electric bills, as well as tips for saving 
energy and cutting down on power 
usage. OLP provides links to this im-
portant service for anyone on their 
system through www.opelika.org.  In 
fact, we’d like to encourage the public 
to visit Energy Depot.  It’s a valuable 
service; but it can only work for you if 
you utilize the service.

The statement billing system, 
which has already been partially im-
plemented, should be fully operational 
by this fall. This new system will give 
Opelika Light & Power customers more 
“privacy” (in that bills arrive in sealed 
envelopes), but will also allow the City 
of Opelika to show month-to-month 
power usage as well as give monthly 
updates on important items citizens 
should know about. The city also in-
tends to include “monthly tips” on 
how to save on energy for every season 
of the year. It will also give Opelika 
Light & Power Department a unique 
way of educate the public about safety 
around electricity and anything elec-
trically powered.  

As the City of Opelika continues 
to grow and develop “new horizons” 
in our industrial, retail and residential 
arenas, you can be certain of this: 
Opelika Light & Power will be on hand, 
helping to make those business and 
residential developments a source of 
pride for the city.  We hope that as you 
watch new buildings go up, bringing 
us new industry, shopping, businesses 
and residential neighborhoods, that 
you’ll remember that along with those 
very visible signs of growth there is 
also a very capable – and hard working 
– department, owned by the citizens of 
Opelika, who help make it all possible. 
That’s because Opelika Light & Power’s 
motto still stands:  “We are hometown 
people working for you!”
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Opelika Light & Power Department – helping the city grow
By Jan Gunter
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Piedmont Freedom 
Celebration 

another success
By Ben Singleton

I t was another successful summer 
event, as more than 2,000 residents 
enjoyed the many activities of the 

City of Piedmont’s 6th Annual Freedom 
Celebration.

Piedmont Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter 21 sponsored the Veteran’s 
tribute and Gadsden City High School 
presented the colors. This was a special 
time to recognize and remember the 
men and women who have fought for 
and continue to fight for the freedom 
we enjoy today.  

The whole family also enjoyed 
many activities throughout the day.  All 
of the children enjoyed moon bounces, 
water slides, obstacle course, bucket 
truck rides, Bass Masters casting for 
kids, and a good ol’ fashioned car bash. 
Kelli Johnson, Piedmont Male Chorus 
and Kneckdown provided great music 
throughout the day for the event. 

The City of Piedmont would like to 
thank all of the sponsors for their sup-
port, which helped make this event a 
great success. Special thanks also goes 
to Piedmont Mayor Charlie Fagan, City 
Clerk Bill Fann, the City Council, the 
city workers and all of the volunteers 
who helped with this event.      

Outage communications....Riviera 
Utilities needs your phone number

 
By David Horton

R iviera 
Utili-
ties has 

installed a new 
Porche Outage 
and Problem 
Reporting Sys-
tem to provide 
better access 
to customers 
during outages. 
The use of the 
system will be 
implemented in 
the near future, 
however, we 
need your assis-
tance first. 

When Riviera has an outage or emergency, this system will give us the ca-
pability to inform you where outages are and estimated time to get service back 
online when you call in. Once power is restored, the system will call you back to 
insure that you have service. But, we can’t call you if we don’t have your cor-
rect phone number. 

We have reviewed our files and found that there are a lot of numbers missing 
in our present system and this reporting system will only work if you participate 
to make sure we have all your numbers on file.

One method to let us know if your phone number is correct is for you to 
check the phone number on your bill when you receive it.  Be sure your number 
is listed correctly on the bill.  If it is not correct, check the box for address or 
phone number change on the front of your statement. Turn the statement over 
and fill in your correct phone number or numbers. As many as three numbers per 
household can be used. Please be sure to mail the statement in with your pay-
ment and we will make sure the number(s) is(are) changed in our system.  

Another method to let us know your number is for cell phones. Cell phones 
can also be used for your account. A cell phone number will be recognized when 
you call in to report an outage if the number is on file with us.  Riviera Utili-
ties will not give out your phone number or sell accounts to any source.  We 
shall maintain strict confidentiality with accounts for all of our customers.  Your 
phone number is safe with us.

This is how the system works:
The Porche Outage and Problem Reporting System is available 24 hours a 

day to report any power outage, gas, cable TV, waste water or water problem you 
may have.  When you call in to report your problem, the system matches your 
telephone number with critical account information that allows the dispatcher 
to better respond to your outage.  If you’d like, the system will call you back 
to confirm that your problem has been handled properly if you respond to the 
questions by the system. You can leave a voice mail for us as well. Your tele-
phone number is critical for us to respond to your outage or problem in a timely 
fashion. Please remember to keep us informed of any telephone number changes 
by calling (251) 943-5001 and report them to our customer service department.
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Members of 
the ground 
crew of a 
Negro fighter 
squadron of 
the 15th U.S. 
Air Force in 
Italy place a 
loaded wing 
tank on a P-51 
Mustang be-
fore the group 
takes off on 
another mis-
sion escorting 
bombers over 
enemy targets. 
The squadron 
uses the auxiliary fuel tanks for long distance flights. Left to right: T/Sgt. 
Charles K. Haynes, S/Sgt. James A. Sheppard, and M/Sgt. Frank Bradley. N.d. 
208-AA-49E-1-3. 
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T he stage is set for the grand opening of the 
Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site, Oct. 10-
12, with the surviving airmen, as well as other 

prominent officials expected to attend the ceremonies. 
This event did not occur overnight; it took the dedication 
of many and the vision to recognize African-Americans 
playing a large role in the military and aviation and is 70 
years in the making. 

After the successful flight of Orville and Wilbur Wright 
in 1903, Americans of all races were stung by the love bug 
of flight. In the late 1920s and 1930s, African-Americans 
in great numbers began their love affair with flight. They 
learned the basics of flight on either American soil or 
abroad and created their own flight schools and clubs. 

This love affair was kindled in the late 1930s, when the 
United States government created Civilian Pilot Training 
Programs throughout the country to provide a surplus of 
pilots in case of a national emergency. African-Americans 
were included in these programs, although trained at segre-
gated facilities. 

Their love of flight became fully ablaze amid World 
War II as political pressure challenged the government to 
expand the role of African-Americans in the military. The 
Army Air Corps was the first agency to accept the chal-
lenge. 

Tuskegee Institute, a small black college in Alabama, 
was selected to host the “military experiment” to train Af-
rican American pilots and support staff — thus the Tuskeg-
ee Airmen were born. 

The outstanding performance of the over 15,000 men 
and women who shared the “Tuskegee Experience” from 
1942 to 1946 
is immortal-
ized at the 
Tuskegee Air-
men National 
Historic Site.

For more 
information 
on the Grand 
Opening, go to 
www.nps.gov.

source: 
www.nps.gov/
tuai/upload/
tuskEgEE%20
AirMEn%20
OVERVIEW.doc

Airmen historic site grand opening set for October
By Christine Biggers and Suzette M. Jelinek

Capt. Wendell 
O. Pruitt..., one 
of the leading 
pilots of the 
15th Air Force 
always makes 
sure that he 
leaves his valu-
able ring with 
his crew chief, 
S/Sgt. Samuel 
W. Jacobs. 
Ca. November 
1944. 208-AA-
46BB-4.

Ready, set
, fly!  

Members of the 99th Fighter Squadron of the Army Air 
Forces, famous all-Negro outfit, who are rapidly making 
themselves feared by enemy pilots, pose for a picture at 
the Anzio beachhead. In the foreground, head bared, is 
1st Lt. Andrew Lane. Ca. February 1944. 80-G-54413.

Tuskegee Airmen
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B illy Todd grew up in and 
around Sylacauga. It was very 
evident that music would be 

Billy’s career, even at a young age. 
In 1946, at B.B. Comer, he sang with 
a barbershop quartet, known as The 
Four Mugs, as well as the glee club. 
He also played drums in the band. 
In 1948, Billy began singing gospel 
music with The Sylacauga Melody 
Boys on the weekends. It was during 
this time that Billy realized God had 
given him a talent to sing bass. He 
promised God that he would use his 
voice to sing and honor Him. Upon 
graduation from high school in 1949, 
he worked various jobs in Sylacauga. 

In 1950, Billy joined the Air Force 
and left for Lakeland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, TX. It was during 
this time that he played drums with 
Tops and Blue Air Force Military Band, 
entertaining the service men. While 
in the Air Force, Billy appeared on 
The Arthur Godfrey Show and Ted Mack 
Amateur Hour doing imitations of the 
trumpet, trombone and bass horn. Af-
ter serving his time in the military, in 
August 1955, he moved to Pensacola, 
FL, to sing with the newly-organized 
gospel group known as The Veterans 
Quartet.  He worked at NAS Pensacola 
during the week and sang gospel mu-
sic on the weekends. 

Billy had always wanted to sing 
professionally, so, in 1959 this dream 
became a reality. The Florida Boys 
were looking for a bass singer and 
Billy auditioned and was chosen to fill 
this vacancy. Not only from his sing-
ing but Billy’s great personality won 
him many friends as he traveled over 
the United States singing in almost 
every state. On October 19, 1959, in 
Atlanta, GA at  The Wally Fowler Sing-
ing, Billy was presented the trophy for 
hitting the lowest bass note. 

On June 3, 1967, he received one 
of the greatest honors he would ever 
receive during his musical career. 
At the first “Billy Todd Day”, in his 
honor, he was presented the Key to 
the City. Billy had never been lost 

for words, except on this special oc-
casion. He could hardly talk but was 
very thankful for this honor. Each year 
thereafter from 1967  to 1997, there 
was a day set aside in his honor. A 
gospel concert was held on that night. 
Billy received many plaques, trophies 
and awards honoring him for his con-
tribution to gospel music during this 
time. 

In the early 1960s, Billy was fea-
tured on The Gospel Singing Jubilee. 
His solo of “Beyond the Sunset” was a 
big hit. 

In 1971 and 1972, Billy received 
the Singing News Fan Award for the 
Favorite Bass Singer, the first two 
years that it was presented. This was 
an honor, as the fans are the ones who 
vote. 

When Billy was with The Florida 
Boys, they sang in Branson, MO, where 
The Shepherd of the Hills play was 
presented Monday through Saturday 
nights and a gospel concert on Sunday 
night. During this time, they were 
invited to appear in the play for a 
week. They changed from their suits 
to overalls and played various parts 
in the play, and then put on a gospel 
concert on Sunday night. The group 
fell in love with the Ozark people and 
was treated like family. Billy brought 
this family with him for that week and 
they too enjoyed themselves. 

While Billy was a member of The 
Florida Boys, the group won the Dove 
Award two years. This award is like the 
Oscar today. 

Billy enjoyed singing to the many 
fans he met, but also missed his wife 
and children. So in 1974, he left The 
Florida Boys to be home and see his 
son, David, and his daughter, Robin, 
grow up. He didn’t stop singing, just 
traveling everywhere. He got involved 
in his church, as well as singing solos 
and singing in the choir. He also got 
involved in his son and daughter’s 
school activities. It was a joy to be 
able to see David play in the band and 
baseball and Robin sing in the glee 
club and various sports. 

Billy missed 
singing in a South-
ern gospel quartet, 
so when The Song 
Masters Quartet, 
a group that sang 
only on weekends, 
called him, he gladly 
agreed to fill the bass part. He sang 
with them for about four years. Not 
long after The Song Masters broke up, 
he joined another group that too sang 
on weekends, known as Port City Quar-
tet of Mobile, Singing with these two 
groups helped fill that desire. He was 
able to work a regular job during the 
week and sing some on the weekend. 

On June 12, 1982, Billy received 
the Honorary Citizen of the City of Tal-
ladega Award and on October 22, 1982, 
he received the Honorary Member of 
Tennessee House of Representative 
Award. 

Billy had retired from his civil 
service job at NAS Pensacola and was 
working at various jobs when Charles 
Waller called and asked him to come 
and be a part of the Grand Ole Gos-
pel Reunion that was held each year 
in Greenville, SC.  The former Florida 
Boys with Billy on bass and Tommy 
Atwood on tenor sang several songs on 
Friday and Saturday nights and then 
the present Florida Boys would come 
on stage and sing. Billy enjoyed this 
time each year so much. Singing with 
his “buddies” again on stage was an 
honor. Traveling for 15 years with Les, 
Glen, Tommy and Derrell, they became 
like brothers. In 1996 at the Grand Ole 
Gospel Reunion, Billy and The Florida 
Boys won the “Living Legend Award”. 
This was a real honor for Billy to re-
ceive such an award. 

In 1996, The Dixie Echoes had 
two openings in their group ... tenor 
and bass. Billy was called and asked 
about helping them out, but after the 
second weekend out, it was evident 
to Billy’s wife, Jane, this was a great 
opportunity for him to sing in a gospel 
quartet again, as he had promised God, 
so he became a permanent member of 

The singing career of Billy Todd
By Jane Todd
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The Dixie Echoes. Billy’s low bass voice 
became a hit once again wherever he 
went. Billy enjoyed talking to the chil-
dren, as well as their parents at their 
product table. Wherever he went, he 
met new friends to add to his many 
friends he had met other years of sing-
ing. He sang around eight years with 
The Dixie Echoes. 

For lack of sponsorship, the Billy 
Todd Day had stopped for awhile, but 
Billy’s longtime friend, Jack Davis, was 
interested in getting the Billy Todd 
Day started back. So in 1997 this came 
to pass. Jack’s wife, Jeanette, Martha 
Darling Smith, Billy’s cousin, Mae Ken-
drick and another friend, Donna, along 
with Jack, worked many hours getting 
ready for this special day for their 
dear friend. Billy spent one weekend 
with Jack and they went to the various 
TV stations in and around Sylacauga 
advertising the Billy Todd Day to be 
on June 6, 1997, but before this day 
came, Billy’s dear friend, Jack Davis, 
had passed away. This special day hon-
oring Billy once again was from 1997-
2004. On June 10, 2000, at the Billy 
Todd Day sing, a big beautiful trophy 
was presented to Billy for 57 years of 
singing the gospel for the Lord. 

In 1999, Billy, along with The Flor-
ida Boys, was inducted into the Gospel 
Music Hall of Fame, in Nashville, TN. 
This was indeed an honor to Billy and 
one he is very proud of. 

On January 31, 2003, in Panama 
City, FL, the Emerald Coast Southern 
Gospel Music Association presented 
Billy with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. This is one time Billy was 
speechless. As he was making his way 
to the stage to receive this prestigious 
award, he was thinking to himself, “I 
sure wish Jane and Robin were here 
with me.” The surprise was soon re-
vealed. His wife and daughter had 
been in a room secretly waiting for the 
time to come on stage and congratu-
late him. Was he ever surprised! The 
expression on his face was priceless. 
This is one award he cherishes and will 
never forget. 

On July 1, 2006, Billy sang his 
first concert with The Bible Tones of 
Gulfport, MS. He sang bass with the 
group from then until January 28, 
2007. Because of Billy’s health, he isn’t 
able to sing and travel anymore. 

If you are ever in Billy’s hometown 
of Sylacauga, go to the Sylacauga Li-
brary and you can view most of Billy’s 
awards on display. 

Alexander City
Charles E. Bailey sr. sport-plex, senior Activity Program Events: sept. 5, Aldridge Botanical 

Gardens in Hoover, AL (Create Creative Scarecrows); Sept. 9, Southern Belle Riverboat Ride 
& Lunch in Chattanooga, TN; sept. 16, Chair Fitness classes begin; sept. 20, Grape Stomp 
Festival in Harpersville, AL; Oct. 6 and 7, State Masters Tournament in Florence, AL; Oct. 
11, Senior Sweet Booth at the ACPR Oktoberfest; Oct. 18, Quilt Show in Atlanta, GA; Oct. 
27, Medicare Part D Info & Flu Shot Clinic for those 50+; Oct. 30, Annual Spooky Bingo 
Night. On-going activities include Rook Games, Mexican Train Dominoes and Bowling. For 
more information, call Senior Activity Supervisor Corley Holt at (256) 329-2910. 

Alexander City Farmer’s Market:  Saturdays in July through October.  Located at the fountain 
on Broad Street. Local growers exhibit and sell their fruits, vegetables and plants. For more 
information, call (256) 329-9227.

sept. 1-Oct. 31, horizons Arts & humanities lecture series, Lecture and discussion series 
featuring various speakers, authors and discussion groups. Alexander City Board of Educa-
tion Building, 1:30 pm.  Call (256) 234-8675 for late season topics and information.

sept. 10-28, Fall group show Art showing at MacDavid  & Co. Annual show featuring the 
artistry of MacDavid & Co. Regional friends who continually contribute to culture.  Enjoy 
countless displays of oil, watercolor, pencil and more.  For more details, call (256) 234-
4545.

Oct. 4, Alexander City horse riding Club. Allen Ingle Walking Horse event. For more informa-
tion, call Jimmy Avery at (256) 234-2925.

Oct. 6-10, sarah towery Art Colony. The first full week in October, two nationally recognized 
artists headline a weeklong workshop for adults.  The instructors for 2008 will be plein air 
artist, Roger Dale Brown & Southwestern artist, painter & photographer Holly Roberts.  On 
Thursday evening, a reception honoring Miss Sarah will be held at Children’s Harbor. Public 
is invited. All attendees may tour the artists’ studios and see the award-winning paintings 
from the workshop.  For more information, visit at www.alartcolony.org.

Oct. 11, 28th Annual Oktoberfest, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex. A day-long celebration fea-
tures local arts and crafts, great food, entertainment, Kid-fest children’s activities, sports 
programs, huge antique car show by Alex City Cruisers and much more. Open from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. For more information, call (256) 329-6736.

Oct. 25, Fall Art Affair. One-day exhibition and sale of local artists work held outdoors down-
town and in many of the downtown businesses.  Call Mainstreet Alexander City, (256) 329-
9227, for more details.

Adelia M. russell library Exhibit series. One year-long library exhibit series encompasses 
poetry readings and book signings.  Instructional tours for classrooms and social clubs are 
available.  Please call (256) 329-6796 from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m., or browse www.alexander-
cityonline.com/library for details.

Dothan
sept. 18, 6 p.m., 9th Annual low Country Boil. Stokes Activity Barn. Fundraiser with food, 

music and live and silent auctions. Children welcome. Advance tickets required. Call (334) 
794-3452 for more information.

Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 26th Annual Antique & Collector Car show. One of the largest car 
shows in the Wiregrass. Approximately 200 cars on display. Hosted by Wiregrass Antique 
and Collector Car Club. Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for children. For details, call 
(334) 794-3452

Oct. 4,  Alzheimer’s Walk - A Family Affair. Westgate Park, Dothan. “A Walk to Remember” 
will benefit Alzheimer families and will feature one-, three-, and five-mile walks, balloon 
launch, memorial and educational displays, refreshments, barbecue, music, handmade quilt 
giveaway, prizes and more. Registration:  7:30-8:30 a.m.  Angie Casey, walk chairman.  For 
more information, contact Kay Jones, Executive Director, Alzheimer’s Resource Center, 
(888) 702-8689 or (334) 702-CARE.

Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wiregrass heritage Festival. Learn how peanuts were harvested a 
half-century ago. Cane grinding, syrup making, butter churning, basket weaving, soap 
making and other traditional farm activities. Antique tractors and farm equipment on dis-
play. For more info, call (334) 794-3452.

Elba
Oct 9, 7 p.m. ,“First Baptist of ivy gap”, A Cumberland County Playhouse Production. Admis-

sion charged. A Southern comedy with humor and heart about six strong Tennessee church 
women who reunite after 25 years to find comfort, forgiveness and redemption in each 
other. This family-oriented story is very funny because it relies on deep human emotions 
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to bring forth the humor.  (334) 406-
ARTS (2787), or www.CoffeeCountyArt-
sAlliance.com.

 nov 20, 7 p.m., the lettermen. Admis-
sion charged. The Lettermen, one of 
America’s premier vocal groups of the 
1950’s and 1960’s known for their letter 
sweaters and harmonious love ballads, 
sing some of their greatest songs such as 
“Theme From a Summer Place,” “Portrait 
of My Love,” “Goin’ Out of My Head/
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” “Hurt So 
Bad,” and “Shangri-La.” (334) 406-ARTS 
(2787), or www.CoffeeCountyArtsAl-
liance.com.

Magnolia springs
Oct. 31, Market Day Preview, 8 a.m.-4 

p.m., St. Paul’s Episcopal Chapel, Mag-
nolia Springs. This event will be held 
in conjunction with the opening of the 
Antiques Bazaar, which will be held in 
the Community Hall, adjacent to the St. 
Paul’s Chapel. Sponsored by the Magnolia 
Springs Community Association.

nov. 1, 5th Annual Market Day and An-
tiques Bazaar. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Chapel, Magnolia Springs. The 
market will include St. Paul’s All Day 
Bakery, Garden Luncheons, baked goods, 
frozen homemade casseroles, Church 
Boutique, and dozens of vendors of-
fering unique goods. Vendors will offer 
the finest in decorative items, antiques, 
apparel, pottery, jewelry, fine arts and 
crafts, rare books, custom fishing lures, 
and more. Sponsored by the Magnolia 
Springs Community Association. All 
proceeds from the event will be used 
for the maintenance of the St. Paul’s 
Chapel, which is over 105 years old, and 
the Community Hall, which dates to the 
last years of the 19th century. For more 

information, contact Donna Esslinger, 
(251) 965-7400, or talponia@gulftel.
com.

Opelika
First Friday, Friday, sept. 5. Shops open 

late. Downtown Opelika.
noontunes. Join us each Wednesday in Oc-

tober on Courthouse Square for a free 
lunchtime concert. Complimentary des-
sert provided by Opelika Main Street 
Oct. 1 - Martha’s Trouble 
Oct. 8 - Larcus Fuller 
Oct. 15 - Crossroads 
Oct. 22 - The Fedoras 
Oct. 29 - Muse

First Friday, Friday Oct. 3, Shops open late. 
Downtown Opelika.

Oct. 17, 6th Annual “On the tracks” Wine 
Festival, 6 p.m.-midnight. Downtown 
Opelika. Enjoy this one-of-a-kind event 
where you will enjoy the finest foods 
and wine the area has to offer. Local 
restaurants set up and you can experi-
ence the wine trail inside the downtown 
shops. Group tables available by contact-
ing www.onthetracks.org, or contact Pam 
Powers Smith, (334) 737-1474.

Oct. 18, 4th Annual ‘think Pink’ Breast 
Cancer Awareness Walk. Downtown 
Opelika. Join breast cancer survivors 
from Lee, Russell, Chambers, Tallapoosa, 
Randolph and Macon counties for an 
one-mile informational walk, walkers’ 
reception and breast cancer awareness 
information. Entry forms available at 
www.eamcfoundation.org or www.opelik-
amainstreet.org, or call (334) 745-0466.

Oct. 27, 3rd Annual ‘howl’oween Dog Pa-
rade & Costume Contest. 5:30-7 p.m. 
Benefit for Rescue K911. Downtown 
Opelika (8th Street and Railroad Avenue). 
Parade begins at 6 p.m. Prizes given 
for the best costumes. Canine Trick or 
Treating at downtown shops. For more 
information contact Canine American at 
(334) 705-6455, or www.opelikamain-
street.org.

Oct. 28, Fall Festival and Children’s Carni-
val (for children age 12 and under). 6-8 
p.m. at Moore Stadium in Opelika. Safe 
alternative to Trick or Treating. Children 

wear costumes and bring a treat bag.
Oct. 24, 25, 31 and nov. 1, 2008 trail of 

terror haunted hayride at Spring Villa 
Park. Ticket booth is open from dark un-
til 10:30 p.m. each night. This “haunted 
experience” includes:  Haunted House 
Tour, Trail of Terror hayride, and Giant 
maze. For more information, visit www.
opelika.org (Parks & Recreation’s special 
events page), or call (334) 705-5560.

Oct. 30, trick or treat night in Opelika. 5-8 
p.m.

sylacauga
Comer Museum will host a photography 

exhibit and contest during the month of 
September.  The categories to be judged 
are digital, black and white, and color.  
A reception for the photographers will 
be held on Thursday, Sept. 11 from 6:30 
until 8 p.m.

Comer Museum will host the vAs-ArC Art 
Partners exhibit and auction the first 
week in October.  The reception will be 
held for the artists on Thursday, Oct. 2 
from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

Comer Museum will host the Artist select 
Exhibition in October.  The selector 
this year is Ron Lewis, and the artist 
invitee is Ms. Carolyn Mitchell from 
Birmingham. Ms. Mitchell is a wildlife 
artist. A reception will be held on Thurs-
day, Oct. 9 from 6:30 until 8 p.m..

Oct. 6-11, Fall Day Camp, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., ages 5 through 12. Hosted by the 
Sylacauga Parks and Recreation.

Oct. 23, sylacauga’s Annual Chamber Ban-
quet. Hosted by the Sylacauga Parks and 
Recreation Department.

tuskegee
sept. 7, tuskegee university Fall Convoca-

tion, Tuskegee Chapel.
Oct. 8-10, 13th Annual Booker t. Washing-

ton Economic summit, Tuskegee Uni-
versity Kellogg Conference Center.

Oct. 10-12, tuskegee Airmen historical 
site and Museum grand Opening Cel-
ebration, Moton Field and downtown 
Tuskegee.
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