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T hirty-six Alabama cities 
have public power utilities 
that provide electricity to 

their citizens. They range in size 
from cities like Huntsville to cities 
that serve fewer than 2,000 meters.

Like citizens in more than 2,000 
communities across the United 
States, these Alabama citizens 
choose to provide electric service 
through public power systems. 
Not-for-profit electric utilities are 
accountable to the customers they serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power 
needs for 45 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and sewer 
departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public power 
systems are rooted in the American tradition of local people 
providing for their basic community needs. Public power sys-
tems provide service — electricity at not-for-profit prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for communi-
ty economic development. So is its ability to provide stream-
lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that encourage 
existing business customers to maintain and expand their 
operations and attract new business. Strong, stable employ-
ers mean strong, stable jobs for local citizens.

Some electric power companies come and go...
(L to R): Em-
ployees of the 
City of Luverne 
serve on your 
Local Com-
munications 
Committee. 
The commit-
tee serves as 
the “ears and 
eyes” of your 
community for 
the Alabama 
Currents and 
other com-
munications 
efforts to keep 
you informed 
about your 
municipal elec-
tric system. 
Shown are (L 
to R) Luverne 
Mayor Joe 
Sport and City 
Clerk Charlotte 
Flynn.

From the Editor
F rom the gas pump to the electric 

meter, rising energy prices are 
affecting your pocketbook. 

Our nation’s population continues to 
grow, requiring more energy to power new 
businesses and homes. According to the 
U.S. Energy Information Administration, 
the growing U.S. population will drive 
American power demand up by 30 percent 
by 2030.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Authority, along 
with utilities nationwide, recognizes the urgent need to 
quickly accelerate energy-efficiency programs. Efficiency 
must become a weapon in our arsenal of efforts to curb 
greenhouse gas emissions. We are all operating in a rising 
cost environment. Intensifying our efforts in energy 
efficiency gives you, the customer, the tools you can use to 
manage your energy use and utility bills.

We have been aggressive in our efforts to communicate 
energy efficiency and wise-energy usage for quite some 
time now. You have noticed it in this publication and 
on our member cities’ web sites, as well as in their other 
communication efforts. Your public power system also 
provides you with a set of online resources and tools to 
help you better understand and manage your home energy 
use and costs, called Energy Depot®. 

We know that consumers like you take energy 

efficiency seriously in your homes and businesses. 
This became even more apparent to me recently when 

I was attending a function in Alexander City. During the 
event, I was enjoying lunch with Mayor Barbara Young, 
Administrative Assistant Laura Bell Oliver, City Clerk Luise 
Hardman, and Susie Kelley, owner of Grace’s Flowers. 

Susie, who I have had the pleasure of knowing for 
some 25 years, began to tell Mayor Young that she was 
able to reduce her electric bill, which she receives from 
Alexander City Light & Power, at her business by almost 
$100 the previous month.

“What you’ve been telling everyone about energy 
efficiency and how it can affect your bill is so true, Mayor. 
I CAN control my power bill,” she said.

Mayor Young immediately asked Susie how she was 
able to accomplish this.

“Well, I don’t think my employees were too happy 
with me (she laughed), but we raised the thermostat in 
our shop and we turned off lights in areas where we were 
not working,” Susie said. “The shop may not have been 
as cool as we had been keeping it, but everyone was still 
comfortable. By making those few little changes, we were 
able to save a good bit of money on our monthly energy 
bill.”

As I have heard Mayor Young say on many occasions….
it’s all about changing behaviors.

Continued on page 4
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The Christmas season is always a memorable occasion in Opelika, giving 
families many opportunities to create fun family memories to last a lifetime.

The photo on the cover is an example of one of the Victorian Front Porch 
displays, which are a part of Opelika’s extremely popular tour through the North 
Opelika historic neighborhood district. Opelika residents lavishly transform 
the front porches of their elegant Victorian homes into a magical Christmas 
wonderland of Victorian Christmas scenes.

Opelika’s Victorian Front Porch Tour has captured national attention and has 
been featured in several national and regional magazines. Some 10,000 visitors 
from all 50 states make this event a part of their Christmas tradition. The tour 
is a drive through event on Dec.10-12 and 14. On Dec. 13, the event becomes 
a walking tour when the streets will be closed to cars and the neighborhood 
will come to life with folks in full Victorian dress. There will also be carolers, 
storytellers, and other entertainment stationed throughout the historic district.

See page 13 for more details on this event.
Photo courtesy of FlipFlopFoto studios, www.flipflopfoto.com.

 On thE COvEr

Inside This Issue
 5 What are we going to do?

 5  Alabama Weatherization Assistance Program provides free aid to 
low-income households

 6 Holiday Safety

 9 You still have time to apply for AMEA 2009 Scholarship Program

  2 From The Editor 

  4 In My Opinion

  8  Be a Wise-Energy User

15 Places To Go – Things To Do

Features

9 10 10

11 12 12

13 14 14



4   ALABAMA CURRENTS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008

I   t recently attended a meeting of 
utility and industry leaders. In this 
meeting, climate change legisla-

tion was discussed with a review of the 
actual electric rate impacts of specific 
legislation. There is growing support in 
Washington for legislation that will re-
quire a significant reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions from coal and natural 
gas plants. 

Over 60 percent of Alabama’s electric generation 
comes from coal-fired power plants. Whether you are a 
consumer of a TVA utility in north Alabama, Alabama 
Power Company, an electric cooperative, or a consumer of 
an Alabama Municipal Electric Authority member city, your 
electric rates will be impacted by congressional action to 
address carbon emissions.

Evaluations of several of the congressional proposals 
indicate that electric rates may rise as much as 50 percent 
by 2030 depending on the specific legislation which 
ultimately passes Congress.

I am concerned about our global environment and 
the need to address climate change legislation. I am 
also concerned about the impact of much higher electric 
rates on our fixed-income families as well as whether our 
industries can compete with these increased costs in a 
global economy.  While the U.S. Congress debates adding 
significant environmental costs to electric generation in 
the United States, other countries such as China and India 
are building coal-fired power plants each month with no 
environmental restraints. 

Couple the growing demand for fuel around the world 
and the supply and demand effects that this has on fuel 
prices right here at home with environmental costs, it’s 
easy to see the growing price of electricity.

During these times of economic instability, to pass 
legislation that would have the impact that I have recently 
heard, does not seem reasonable, realistic or achievable.   

Public power has developed a set of principles to guide 
congressional consideration of climate change proposals. 
Public power strongly urges that any federal program to 
address climate change must:

•	 Be	economy	wide;
•	 	Consider	the	financial	impact	on	consumers;
•	 	Protect	the	ability	of	U.S.	industries	to	compete	

in world markets and must carefully consider the 
international	competitive	impact	on	U.S.	jobs;

•	 	Allow	credit	for	early	actions	taken	to	reduce	
greenhouse	gas	emissions;

•	 	Maintain	reliability,	protect	national	security	
and avoid over-reliance on any single fuel by 
recognizing the importance to the nation of 
preserving a diverse mix of electric generation 

In My Opinion
fuels, including coal, nuclear, natural gas, and all 
renewable	energy	sources	including	hydro;

•	 	Place	an	enhanced	and	immediate	economy-wide	
focus	on	energy	efficiency	for	all	energy	uses;

•	 	Ensure	that	tax-based	or	other	incentives	for	the	
development and deployment of renewable and 
clean energy facilities and programs are provided on 
a comparable basis to all electric industry sectors 
including	public	power;

•	 	Recognize	and	address	regional	differences	that	
could impact the fairness and effectiveness of 
any program designed to address greenhouse gas 
emissions;

•	 	Include	additional	and	expanded	federal	support	
for research, development and deployment of cost-
effective technologies to reduce, capture, transform, 
transport, or sequester greenhouse gases from 
emission	sources	throughout	the	national	economy;	
and

•	 	Ensure	that	any	generation	portfolio	requirements	
allow all low emission technologies.

The future is uncertain. However, we are hopeful that 
during the 2009-2010 congressional debate on climate 
change that proposals will not be harmful to an already 
fragile economy. 

We encourage and look forward to supporting climate 
change provisions that are balanced between protecting 
the environment and the impact of potential costs to you, 
the customer.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO

If we make wise choices in our energy 
consumption such as turning off lights in rooms 
that	are	not	being	used,	purchasing	ENERGY	STAR®	
appliances, caulking air leaks in our homes, switching 
our old incandescent light bulbs to CFLs, and changing 
the filter on our heating/cooling unit on a regular 
basis, we can all make a huge difference in what we 
pay for electricity.

Remember,	you	have	the	power	to	control	your	
energy usage and your utility bill. It’s all up to you.

We hope you and your family have a safe and 
happy holiday season!

Lisa Miller
AMEA Manager of Communications and Marketing

From the Editor  Continued from page 4
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What are we going to do?
By Doug Rye

T his article is written 
about 30 days before it is 
published. As I write this 

article, I don’t know if Congress 
has passed a financial bailout 
package (or some form thereof), 
and I don’t know if my beloved 
Arkansas	Razorbacks	have	lost	
even more football games. But I 
would imagine that the answer to 

both of these questions is yes.
By now, some of you have already killed a buck 

deer. Some of you are using your heating system in 
your house, and all of you have experienced a utility 
rate increase just like I told you would happen. Most 
of us would prefer to do without such increases. It 
appears that utility increases are a necessary fact of 
life, so what are we going to do?

You only have three choices and they are:
1.		Do	without	(conservation);
2.		Complain	(won’t	do	any	good);
3.   Improve the efficiency of your house (this will 

make everyone happy and it will last for many 
years).

When you think about it, you really have only one 
good choice.

I have been helping folks just like you have 
affordable utility bills for over 20 years and I will be 
happy to help you.

It should be encouraging to you to know that 
there are only 10 or so things that you can do to make 
your house more energy efficient. Some houses need all 
10, while others may need only two or three.

In this and future articles, I will address all 10 
improvements. It will be different from other lists 
that you have seen. I see energy tips everyday that 
I think are questionable. For example: change your 
HVAC filters every month. Well the correct answer is to 
change them when they get dirty. Some houses need 
them changed every month, others every three months, 
others every nine months. Mine needs changing every 
year. Get the point?

Are you ready for Commandment #1? Go to your 
home center and purchase five tubes of clear drying 
caulking. Pick a day when the cold wind is blowing. 
Dampen your hand and start around one room feeling 
for leaks. Using a very small bead, caulk every leak. 
When finished, go around the same room again and 
caulk more leaks. When finished, go around the room 
the third time to find that last little spot. Now have a 
hot cup of coffee and get ready for the next room.

This is not “rocket surgery” and you can do it.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-
lance writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-effi-
ciency information and tips to help customers maximize 
their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact 
him at (501) 653-7931, or www.dougrye.com

Alabama Weatherization  
Assistance Program provides free 
aid to low-income households

T he Weather-
ization Assis-
tance Program 

(Weatherization) is a 
federally-funded program 
administered by the Ala-
bama Department of Eco-
nomic and Community 
Affairs (ADECA). ADECA 
contracts with local Com-
munity Action Agencies 
and the Montgomery County Commission to deliver free 
weatherization services to low-income households through-
out the state.

The program’s mission is to reduce energy costs for 
low-income households by increasing the energy efficiency 
of their homes, while ensuring their health and safety.

The Weatherization Program provided energy-efficiency 
services to more than 1,000 homes last year. On average, 
homes receiving weatherization services will see an average 
energy savings of $358 per year, according to ADECA’s 
Energy Division.

Weatherization focuses on the elderly, people with 
disabilities, families with children, and households which 
are high energy users. To qualify for the program, an 
applicant must be at our below 150 percent of the federal 
poverty guidelines. The applicant will then contact the 
local agency which services the county they live in to 
apply for the program. Once approved, an energy auditor 
will visit the home and determine which energy-reducing 
measures will be most effective with the limited amount of 
funds available. An agency may spend an average of $2,966 
in labor and materials per home. 

Weatherization typically includes installing attic 
and wall insulation, repairing leaky or broken windows 
and doors, sealing air leaks into the home, testing home 
appliances for energy usage, heating and cooling system 
tune-ups and repairs and replacing incandescent light 
bulbs with highly-efficient compact fluorescent light bulbs.

A highly-skilled contractor or agency crew will 
perform the work on the home. A final inspection of the 
work will be performed to make sure every measure is 
installed according to state and federal guidelines. During 
the process, agency staff will educate the household with 
energy saving tips and ideas and also on how their home 
may change because of the weatherization work.

Literature is distributed on the dangers of lead paint, 
mold and carbon monoxide.  No home is left with potential 
health and safety dangers for the family. 

To find which agency services your county or to 
inquire if you are eligible, contact the Community Action 
Association of Alabama toll-free at (888) 342-9291. 
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T he holiday season is one of 
the most exciting times of the 
year. However, for many fami-

lies the excitement of the season will 
come from events they never anticipat-
ed. According to the U.S. Fire Admin-
istration, nearly 130,000 fires will be 
reported in December alone claiming 
over 400 lives and causing more than 
1,600 injuries. 

The Electric Safety Foundation 
International invites you to help make 
this holiday season a memorable one 
by marking safety a priority. Here are 
a few simple steps that you can take 
to keep your family and home safe this 
year. 

Indoor holiday Lights: Brighten 
your home the safe way

•	 Before	you	begin,	read	and	follow	
the manufacturer’s instructions 
concerning installation and main-
tenance of all electrical decora-
tions.

•	 Inspect	each	decoration	before	
plugging into an outlet. Cracked, 
frayed, or bare wires and loose 
connections may cause a serious 
electric shock or start a fire. 

•	 Connect	a	maximum	of	three	light	
strands together. 

•	 Be	careful	not	to	mount	or	hang	
light strands in any way that 
might damage the cord’s insultions. 

•	 Turn	lights	and	other	decorations	
off when you leave or go to bed. 

Christmas trees: Know the risks

•	 Stands	of	lights	can	add	greatly	to	
the beauty of your live tree, but in 
the right conditions they can also 
pose a serious electrical fire dan-
ger. When selecting a tree, check 
for freshness to minimize fire haz-
ard of dry needles. 

•	 When	it	is	time	to	put	the	tree	up,	
lower the risk of an electrical fire 
by cutting the base of the tree so 
it can absorb water and by remem-
bering to fill the stand daily. 

•	 Whether	artificial	or	freshly	cut,	a	
tree should be kept at least three 

H o l i d ay  S a f e t y

‘tis the SEASON 

Festive decorations are part of what makes the  
holiday season special, and following these tips will  
help keep your holiday free from electrical hazards 



ALABAMA CURRENTS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008   7

feet from sources of heat. 
•	 Be	sure	that	smoke	detectors	

are installed in your home, and 
use the holidays as an excuse to 
change their batteries. 

Extension Cords and  
Decorating Outdoors 

•	 Before	using	electrical	products	
outdoors, make sure the product is 
approved and marketed “for out-
door use.”

•	 Check	to	make	sure	electrical	
cords are in good condition. Crack-
ing and fraying are signs that the 
electrical cords needs to be re-
placed. 

•	 Keep	all	outdoor	extension	cords	
and light stands clear of snow, 
standing water, and well protected 
from the elements. 

•	 For	electric	shock	protection,	plug	
outdoor lights and electric decora-
tions into circuits protected by 
ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs). A GFCI should be used as 
additional protection in any area 
where water may come in contact 
with electrical products. 

•	 To	avoid	overheating	extension	
cords, make sure that they do not 
run under furniture, carpeting, or 
behind baseboards. 

•	 Do	not	place	extension	cords	
across walkways or other high 
traffic areas. 

Kitchen Safety:  
Prevent electrical fires at home

•	 To	be	electrically	safe	while	you	
are cooking, remember to keep 
an eye on what you are doing. 
Rangers	and	ovens	are	the	leading	
cause of home fires. 

•	 Never	leave	a	child	unsupervised	
while cooking or when electric or 
gas stove is within reach. 

•	 Make	sure	you	have	a	fire	extin-
guisher and that it is easily acces-
sible. 

Space heaters:  
Give them enough space

•	 Plug	portable	space	heaters	di-
rectly	into	an	outlet;	do	not	use	
an extension cord. 

•	 Keep	space	heaters	at	least	three	
feet away from any combustible 
materials. 

•	 Don’t	use	space	heaters	in	rooms	

where children are unsupervised. 
• To prevent shock, plug space heat-

ers into Ground Fault Circuit Inter-
rupter (GFCI) type outlets. A GFCI 
should be used in any area where 
water may come in contact with 
electrical products. 

•	 Check	the	cord	before	plugging	in	
the heater, if frayed, worn or bro-
ken, do not use. 

•	 Keep	all	heaters	out	of	high	traffic	
and exit areas. 

Children: Plan for safety 

•	 Avoid	putting	tree	light,	orna-
ments, and other small “mouth-
size” decorations near the ground 
or on the lower limbs of a Christ-
mas tree where they can easily be 
reached by a child. 

•	 When	visiting	friends	and	rela-
tives, remember that their homes 
may not be child-proofed. Look 
around to make sure that there are 
no obvious hazards to your child. 

•	 To	prevent	both	burns	and	electri-
cal shocks, don’t give young chil-
dren a toy that must be plugged 
into an electrical outlet. Instead, 
buy toys that are battery-operat-
ed. 

•	 Remember,	there	is	no	substitute	
for common sense. Look for and 
eliminate potential danger spots 
near candles, fireplaces, trees and 
electrical outlets. 

Post holiday Safety

•	 Holiday	electrical	decorations	are	
meant for temporary use. Dur-
ing the 1st week of January, ESFI 
encourages you to take down, in-
spect and store all decorations for 
next season. 

•	 Use	the	gripping	area	of	the	plug	
when unplugging lights and appli-
ances. Yanking or tugging on the 
cord could damage the wires and 
insulation, possibly leading to an 
electrical shock or fire. 

•	 Separate	and	label	outdoor	from	
indoor decorations. 

•	 Discard	broken	or	faulty	lights.	
•	 Store	decorations	away	from	chil-

dren, pet and water. 
•	 Send	all	warranty	and	product	

registration forms to manufactur-
ers. That way, they can notify you 
promptly in case of recall. 

•	 Post-holiday	sales	are	great	time	
to purchase fire extinguishers, 
smoke and carbon monoxide de-
tectors.  
The Electrical Safety Foundation 

International wishes you a very happy 
holiday season and hopes that your 
new year will be a safe one! 

ESFI reminds everyone that elec-
tricity is a powerful tool. It can also 
be a lethal hazard. Better safety stan-
dards have reduced electrical hazards 
that cause deaths, injuries and prop-
erty damages. But good safety habits 
are still the best prevention against 
electrical hazards. 
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Look for energy efficiency when buying a 
manufactured home

W hen you invest in a manufactured home, look beyond the cosmet-
ics and floor plan so that you save money on your energy bills.

Certainly picking out a floor plan and all the trimmings are 
important when buying a doublewide or mobile home. Just don’t forget to 
specify the kind of energy-efficient construction and heating and cooling 
system you want.

For example, for most manufactured homes, the standard heating system 
is an electric furnace. Electric furnaces are inexpensive to install, but they 
cost about twice as much to operate as a heat pump. A heat pump can save 
you several hundred dollars each year. The heat pump also provides your air 
conditioning.

Your public power system recommends the following checklist of items 
you can specify when making your manufactured home purchase to ensure 
your comfort and a more affordable energy bill:

•		Heat	pump	or	dual	fuel	system
•		Energy-efficient	electric	water	heater
•		Wall	insulation:	R-11
•		Floor	insulation:	R-19
•		Attic	insulation:	R-28	in	conventional	ceilings	or	R-21	in	vaulted	ceilings
•		Insulated	or	storm	doors
•		Skirting	or	underpinning
•		Attic	ventilation
•		Double-pane	windows	or	single-pane	storm	windows
•		Damper	on	fireplace

W hen you are buying, build-
ing or remodeling a home, 
remember to consider the 

total cost of home ownership.
Frequently home buyers are trying 

to get the most home for their money, 
but they do not take into account the 
cost of paying monthly utility bills.

Many times there are instances 
where customers have inefficient 
heating systems that are really hurting 
them. As more and more consumers 
are looking for ways to reduce their 
energy bills, they neglect to look at 
some of the “energy wasters” in their 
homes. Some of the problems may be 
the heating system, or clogged air 
filters or ductwork problems, all of 
which can be remedied for a small to 
moderate cost.

What can be most discouraging is 
that some homes have certain types of 
heat that are not efficient.

A good example is a home with an 
electric furnace. An electric furnace 
uses about three times the energy of 
a good heat pump. And that’s where 
understanding the total cost of a 
owning a home comes in.

An electric furnace is less 
expensive to install than a heat pump 
or other system. However, when a 
customer’s mid-winter heating bill is, 
let’s say, $300 instead of $100, that 
customer has been “penny wise and 
pound foolish.” The customer could 
have had a heat pump for a few extra 
dollars on their mortgage or loan.

When purchasing a new heating 
unit, consider higher efficiency heat 
pumps instead of the current standard 
ones.	A	standard	heat	pump	is	10	SEER	
(a	measure	of	efficiency);	while	a	12	
SEER	or	higher	unit	is	likely	to	have	
an excellent payback. Likewise, instead 
of permitting the standard electric 
furnace and air conditioner to be 
installed in a manufactured home, it 
would be wise to specify a heat pump.

Inspect outside of home for energy leaks

N ext time you are in the mood for a brisk walk on a crisp winter day, take 
a stroll around your house. What you see there could lead to lower  
energy bills – and a more comfortable home this winter.

hidden air leaks are among the largest heat loss sources in most 
homes. Some of the most common air leakage sites are:

•		Gaps	and	cracks	around	exterior	light	fixtures,	outdoor	taps	and	other	
openings in the outside wall of the house.

•		Exhaust	vents	and	fans.	Make	sure	they	are	closed	tightly	and	free	of	dirt	
and lint.

•		Caulking	around	windows.	It	should	be	in	good	condition	where	window	
frames meet the brick or siding.

•		Damage	to	siding	or	other	exterior	cladding.	Rips	can	let	in	cold	air	and	
water, which causes mold.

•		Loose	bricks	and	mortar	around	the	chimney.
•		Plumbing	penetrations	through	insulated	floors	and	ceilings.
•		Attic	access	hatches.
•		Missing	plaster.
•		Electrical	outlets	and	switches,	especially	on	exterior	walls.
•		Dropped	ceilings	above	bathtubs	and	cabinets.
•		Kneewalls	in	finished	attics,	especially	at	access	doors	and	built-in	

cabinets and bureaus.
•		Wiring	penetrations	through	insulated	floors,	ceilings	and	walls.
take the following steps:
•		Seal	gaps	and	cracks	around	fixtures,	openings,	and	door	and	window	

frames with exterior caulk.
•		Use	roof	caulk	to	seal	flashing	around	chimneys,	skylights,	rooftop	vents	

and plumbing risers.
•		Arrange	for	chimney	repairs.

Consider total cost of 
home ownership
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Sergeants Jason Davis and Doug Bell of the Dothan Fire Department 
remained on the roof of Applebee’s restaurant from Thursday, Oct. 2 until 
6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 4 to raise funds for the Second Annual Dothan Fire 
Department – Amanda Cox Foundation.

Dothan Fire Department  
hosts Second Annual  
Rooftop Fundraiser
By Captain Chris Etheredge,  

Dothan Fire Department

D othan firefighters were high atop the roof of Ap-
plebee’s	on	the	Ross	Clark	Circle	for	the	Second	
Annual Dothan Fire Department – Amanda Cox 

Foundation Fundraiser in October.
The Amanda Cox Foundation was founded by a Dothan 

firefighter, Sergeant Jason Davis, after the death of his 
daughter, Amanda. Sergeant Davis has worked hard to 
keep Amanda’s memory alive through the foundation 
while raising much needed funds to help support the 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) at Children’s Hospital 
in Birmingham. Since Sgt. Davis operates the Foundation, 
there are no administrative costs withheld from donations. 
Of all donations, 100 percent go directly to the PICU to 
provide needed equipment or comfort care items for the 
children that are hospitalized.

“This is the flagship fundraiser of the Dothan Fire 
Department,” said Fire Chief Larry Williams. “Our members 
have literally jumped at the opportunity to support this 
foundation and its mission.”

Sergeants Davis and Doug Bell remained on the roof 
of Applebee’s restaurant from Thursday, Oct. 2 until 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 4. The foundation also raised money through 
the sale of Boston butts.  

The City of Dothan is proud of our fire department and 
their selfless commitment to our community.

You still have time to apply for  
AMEA 2009 Scholarship Program 

W ill you be graduating from high school in 2009? 
Do you receive your electricity from a municipal 
electric system in Alabama? Then if your answer 

to these questions is “yes,” you could be eligible to receive 
a scholarship from the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and your municipal electric system.

Thanks to AMEA and its Members this past year, 32 
high school seniors have enrolled in a four-year university 
or two-year college with the help of an AMEA college or 
technical scholarship. AMEA has provided scholarship 
assistance since 1992. 

For the past 16 years, AMEA has assisted deserving 
students in each of its 11 Member cities (Alexander City, 
Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, 
Opelika, Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) with their 
first-year	tuition	to	a	state	university.	Recognizing	that	
many high school seniors seek training in a technical or 
trade program, AMEA added a technical scholarship in 
2004.

To be eligible for either of AMEA’s scholarships, a 
student’s family must receive electric service from a 
Member’s electric utility and the student must attend an 
Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently available from school 
counselors in these Member cities, or you can go online 
to the AMEA web site, www.amea.com, About Us, AMEA 
Scholarship Program.

Applications are reviewed and selected by an 
independent panel of college guidance personnel.

note:  the winner of an AMEA Scholarship must 
make use of the scholarship before the end of the 16th 
month following high school graduation.

For more information on the program, contact your 
school counselor or Jessica Govan, AMEA’s Communications 
and	Marketing	Representative,	(334)	387-3511,	(800)	239-
2632, Ext. 119, or jessica@amea.com.

What are you waiting for?
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City of Fairhope  
Electric Department and  
Lions Club team up to  

light up Beach Front Park
By D. Fran Morley

T he City of Fairhope and the Fairhope Lion’s Club 
plan to team up to shed some light on a city park.

Lion’s Club member Garland Sims approached 
Mayor Tim Kant and Electric Superintendent Scott Sligh 
about adding new lights to the new walking paths at the 
South Beach Park.

“This is such a pretty new park, and we thought it 
would be nice to have decorative lights there,” Sims said. 
“The Lion’s Club plans to sell sponsorships for the lights 
to help the City purchase them, similar to when we sold 
sponsorships for the paving stones around the sculpture at 
City Hall.”

Plans call for small plaques with the donors’ name to 
be affixed to each light.

According to Sligh, the new lights will be short, about 
four feet high, and they will be a lower wattage to save 
energy.

“They will be designed to shine down and not out, so 
they won’t interfere with anyone’s night time views from 
the bluff. I think that they will look great and be a nice 
addition to the park,” he said.

Depending on the Lion’s fundraising plans, Sligh said 
he hopes to install the lights by early spring.

Pictured is the south end of Beach Park at the Fairhope Municipal Pier.
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SUB makes  
electric system upgrades

By Eric Carithers

Linemen of the Sylacauga Electric Department work on power lines

T he Sylacauga Electric Department will be upgrad-
ing some key components of its 44KV transmis-
sion system in fiscal year 2009. 

The transmission system consists of two 44KV circuits 
that carry power from the Alabama Power Company 
metering point to the substations. One 44KV circuit takes 
power to four substations. Another 44KV circuit takes 
power to three other substations. 

If there is a problem with one of these 44KV circuits, 
or if maintenance is required on one of the 44KV breakers, 
the load can be transferred to the other circuit. There are 
eight switches in the metering station for performing this 
transfer.

A system study conducted by Stewart Engineering 
recommended upgrading these eight switches from 600 
amps to 1200 amps. This will give all eight switches 
adequate capacity to handle existing and future loads 
when one breaker is out of service.

The system study also recommended converting .3 mile 
of wire coming out of the metering station to a bigger size. 
This will prevent conductor overloading during emergency 
situations when the total load is carried by one circuit.

Both of these upgrades will improve the reliability of 
the electrical system now and into the foreseeable future.
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T he Utilities Board of the City 
of Tuskegee (UBT) awarded 
Tuskegee University its Corner-

stone Award at the Kellogg Hotel and 
Conference Center on the University 
campus September 30. Dr. Benjamin F. 
Payton, Tuskegee University President, 
accepted the award on the University’s 
behalf during a 10 a.m. reception.  

According to Mark Ennis, UBT 
General Manager, Tuskegee University 
was awarded this honor for being the 
major forerunner to the formation 
of UBT, as well as its largest lifelong 
customer.	Over	the	past	127	years,	since	
its inception, Tuskegee has become 
one of the nation’s most outstanding 
institutions for higher learning. It was 
the first establishment in the City of 
Tuskegee to have electricity, with the 
Chapel being the first building lighted 
before the turn of the century. It also 
boasted the first potable water through 
a series of wells and piping. This award 
gives reverence to the past for UBT’s 
formation and design.

Upon receiving the award, Dr. 
Payton visited the topic of defining 
“cornerstone.” 

“Tuskegee University (formerly 
Tuskegee Institute) has been and 
remains the major lamp on this City’s 

Shown are (L to R): Mark Ennis, UBT General Manager; UBT Board Member Harold Washington; UBT 
Board Member Georgette White-Moon; UBT Board Chairman Willie C. Anderson; Tuskegee University President, 
Dr. Benjamin Payton; UBT Vice Chairperson Mae Doris Williams; and UBT Board Member Lutalo Ayree.

University receives  
Cornerstone Award from UBT

By Suzette M. Jelinek

hill,	which,	for	more	than	127	years	
TU has unveiled the darkness and shed 
light and hope for people in this town, 
nation and world,” said Dr. Payton. “It 
has been the impact of this University’s 
people, programs and events that have 
brought the lion’s share of positive 
and enduring recognition to this 
City and led to its “discovery” by the 
larger national and world community. 
Yet, this impact has also been the 
result of that original invitation 
to Booker T. Washington from the 
Tuskegee community to launch this 
grand institution here. We continue 
to see that request as an invitation 
to greatness, to excellence and to 
service. We continue to seek new ways 
to deepen our partnership with this 
community to make this achievement 
more enduring and effective.”

Closing remarks by UBT Board 
Chairman, Willie C. Anderson and UBT 
Vice Chair, Mae Doris Williams lauded 
Tuskegee University for its continued 
record of excellence and service to all who 
darken its halls and those who are lighted 
by its programs and inventions abroad.

UBT is a publicly-owned utility 
providing water, sewage and electric 
services to the citizens of Macon 
County. 

Happy
Holidays
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Alabama, Georgia 
Trails connected

By Ben Singleton

Alabama’s Chief Ladiga Trail and 
Georgia’s Silver Comet Trails are 
officially connected and open for 

everyone to enjoy. Officials from both 
Alabama and Georgia held a ceremony 
and	celebration	on	Saturday,	Sept.	27,	
marking the official opening and con-
nection of the two trails. 

Children from each state pulled 
ribbons and met at the state line 
gateway arch for the ribbon ceremony. 
Over 1,200 people enjoyed the 
celebration with food and bluegrass 
music throughout the day.  

The Chief Ladiga Trail is a family-
oriented pathway that provides a safe, 
non-motorized way to travel, exercise 
and relax while enjoying the outdoors.  
Beautiful scenery such as wetlands, 
streams, forest, farmland, and a 
horizon filled with mountains can be 
enjoyed by all along the trail. 

The connection of the Chief 
Ladiga Trail and the Silver Comet 
Trail, stretching nearly 100 miles from 
Anniston, AL to Atlanta, GA, marks it 
as being the longest paved trail in the 
United States.   

Riviera is helping to prevent identity theft
By David Horton

On November 1, 
2008, the Fair 
and Accurate 

Credit Transaction Act, 
(FACT Act) takes effect. 
This act was actually 
signed into law on De-
cember 4, 2003.

It is a law passed 
by Congress, designed 
to help you, the 
consumer, fight the 
growing problem of 
identity theft. It affects 
all businesses that 
provide credit to their customers.  

Under the terms of this law, a utility is considered to issue credit where 
services are consumed before payment is rendered for those services. 

“We’re	taking	the	necessary	steps	here	at	Riviera	to	help	combat	the	
problem of identity theft, which is one of the fastest growing financial crimes 
in	our	nation,”	said	Mike	Dugger,	Riviera	Utilities	General	Manager.	“Last	year	
alone, nearly 10 million Americans had their identities stolen by criminals who 
rob them and the nation’s businesses of nearly $50 billion through fraudulent 
transactions. We hope to send a clear message to our customers that we are 
going to do everything we can to protect their identity.”

“You will notice some changes in the way we will conduct business in 
order to comply with this law,” said Bill Burchett, Superintendent of Safety 
and	Risk	Management.

“When you call to change your utility services, you will be asked to 
provide some form of identification such as the last four (4) digits of your 
Social Security or utility account number,” added Burchett. “If you do not have 
that information, you may be requested to come into the office to accomplish 
the changes. New customers will be required to furnish two (2) forms of 
identification, one being either a state or federal government issued photo 
identification to insure your identity.  We will also require this information 
from existing customers in the event the information is not already on file 
with us.”

“It is our intent to protect our customers to the best of our ability to 
prevent identity theft.  While it may provide an inconvenience to you at times, 
we hope you will agree that it is in the best interest of all of us to make sure 
you are protected at all times,” Dugger added. 

Another tool to help identify theft that is available to consumers is a free 
credit report.  These are readily available by visiting www.annualcreditreport.
com,	or	calling	(877)	322-8228.	This	central	site	allows	you	to	request	a	free	
credit file disclosure, commonly called a credit report, once every 12 months 
from each of the nationwide consumer credit reporting companies, including 
Equifax, Experian and TransUnion.  Their web site will provide additional 
information about protecting yourself from identity theft.

Riviera Utilities Cashier, Laurie Young, assists a customer with an ac-
count at Riviera’s Foley office. 
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N othing highlights the rich cultural heri-
tage of Opelika more than Christ-
mas.  It is a special time where 

people from all walks of life come 
together and celebrate the holiday 
season in ways that have brought 
national attention to the city 
in years past, and continues 
to bring thousands of tourists 
into the area to be a part of the 
spectacular events the commu-
nity puts on each year at this 
special time.

Each year the Christmas 
season in Opelika “officially opens” 
with the Annual Christmas Parade, 
sponsored by the Opelika Chamber of 
Commerce, which makes its way along the 
streets of Historic Downtown Opelika.  Opelika’s 
Christmas Parade is always held on the Wednesday 
following Thanksgiving.  This year’s parade will be held on 
Dec. 3.

On Saturday, Dec. 6, the City will celebrate its 
Second Annual “Carol of Lights.”  At this event, city 
representatives light the city’s official Christmas tree along 
Railroad	Avenue	and	commemorate	the	evening	with	lots	
of Christmas carols by a community choir. While the event 
is still a new one, our goal is to grow this event into an 
extravagant addition to the city’s holiday celebrations 
where we not only light an official tree but flip the switch 
on lights outlining the historic buildings in the historic 
downtown district.

On Tuesday, Dec. 9, Opelika’s Collinwood residents 
will have their annual Luminary Tour.  This special one 
night traditional event features a trail of luminaries which 
weave throughout the streets of Collinwood residential 
area, and end at a live nativity scene. The tour begins on 
10th Street, just at the entrance of the Collinwood area.  
If you’ve never been through this tour, you should try to 
make it a must do this year.  It’s an awe inspiring drive.

On Dec. 10-14, Opelika’s extremely popular Victorian 
Front Porch Tour through the North Opelika historic 
neighborhood district will take place, where families 
lavishly transform the front porches of their elegant 
Victorian homes into a magical Christmas wonderland of 
Victorian Christmas scenes that include life-size Santas, 
carousel horses and other figures, designed by former 
Opelika resident, and renowned artist, Jan Jones. 

Opelika’s Victorian Front Porch Tour has captured 

national attention and has been featured in 
several national and regional magazines. 

The event draws up to 10,000 visitors 
each year from all 50 states. The 

tour is a drive through event on 
Dec.10-12 and 14. On Saturday, 
Dec. 13, the event becomes 
a walking tour, beginning 
at 6 p.m., when the streets 
will be closed to cars and 
the neighborhood will come 

to life with folks in full 
Victorian dress. There will also 

be carolers, story tellers, and 
other entertainment stationed 

throughout the historic district. Area 
churches and businesses offer visitors 

hot chocolate and light refreshments on 
this night. The admission is free, but the experience is 

priceless.
On Friday, Friday, Dec. 12, the Historic Downtown 

District	celebrates	Christmas	in	a	Railroad	Town	in	
conjunction with the Victorian Front Porch Tour. This event 
converts	Railroad	Avenue	into	a	Christmas	wonderland	
festival, featuring all sorts of fun activities for the whole 
family, along with music, hot wassail and a variety of other 
holiday treats. Children love the miniature train rides and 
the	time	they	can	spend	with	Santa	and	Mrs.	Claus;	and	
everyone loves the wagon and/or trolley rides that take 
folks from the historic 
downtown district 
through the Victorian 
Front Porch tour in 
an old-fashioned way.  
The hours for this 
event are 6 p.m.  
to 9 p.m.

For more 
information on any of 
these events, contact 
Jan Gunter in the City 
of Opelika Community 
Relations	Department,	
(334)	705-5136.	

Photos courtesy 
of FlipFlopFoto 
studios, www.
flipflopfoto.com.

Christmas in Opelika:  An enchanting experience
By Jan Gunter
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Local libraries host Human  
Resources Workshop

By Tracy Kendrick 

T he	Adelia	M.	Russell	Library	with	its	Director,	Judy	
Tidwell, and Central Alabama Community College 
with its Library Director, Denita Oliver, hosted a 

Human	Resources	Workshop,	Sept.	25,	at	the	Betty	Carol	
Graham Center at the college.

Ms. Lana Thompson, Certified Professional in Human 
Resources,	presented	the	two-part	workshop	to	over	90	
people. The morning session was on the “Three C’s of 
an Effective Office” and the afternoon session was on 
“Confronting: Taking Out the Sting”.  

Local business personnel, including many City 
of Alexander City employees, were taught how 
communication, cooperation, and courtesy can help 
improve the effectiveness of your office or business. 
Common concerns regarding proper office etiquette were 
also discussed.  In the afternoon session, Ms. Thompson 
discussed ways to confront the behavior instead of 
attacking the person.  

Ms. Thompson is a Certified Professional Behavioral 
Analyst with a degree in Communications Management 
from the University of Alabama in Birmingham. Since 
1996, Ms. Thompson has served clients nationally and 
internationally.		She	focuses	on	improving	HR	processes,	
teamwork, communications, customer service, and personal 
effectiveness in the workplace.  She currently resides in 
Pelham, AL.

tO rEPOrt POWEr OUtAGE  
Day time (256) 409-2080  

After hours/holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421
 DO nOt CALL 911
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William “Fotchie” Ray  
remembered for  

his dedication to city
By Bobby Williams

W ith the untimely 
death of Wil-
liam	L.	Ray,	the	

City of Lanett has lost a 
true friend.  Affectionately 
called “Fotchie” by the citi-
zens he served, he will be 
remembered for his wit, his 
wisdom and his dedication 
to the needs of those citi-
zens.

Fotchie began his 
Lanett career as a meter 
reader. He said that he 
“just needed a job” and 
had no intention of making 
City Hall his home.  But in 
performing his duties, he came into daily contact with people 
and found them to be, as he said, “interesting.”  No doubt 
they found that same trait in him. 

Slowly, a mutual trust and confidence developed between 
Fotchie and the customers he served, which ultimately earned 
him a “masters degree” that can only be obtained in the 
“school of life.”

Eventually he was promoted to lineman and enjoyed 
pointing out his climb marks on all the utility poles in the 
City.  He said he could tell which were his marks because they 
were the deepest. 

When	his	mentor	and	friend,	Ross	Whitman,	announced	
his retirement plans, Mayor Terrell Whaley summoned Fotchie 
into his office and in the presence of the City Manager 
quipped, “Fotchie, some people don’t think you can run the 
job of Superintendent of Utilities.  What do you say?”  

Fotchie snapped back, “Well, Mayor, a lot of people 
thought you couldn’t run the job of Mayor, but you’ve 
surprised us all and I think I might be able to do the same 
thing!” 

At the next council meeting on Feb. 6, 1994, Fotchie was 
named Superintendent of Utilities for the City of Lanett , a 
position he held until his retirement due to health reasons in 
2007.

Fotchie took his job seriously.  He knew the electric 
distribution system of Lanett like the back of his hand.  He 
did not depend on fancy computer programs or multi-page 
maps to locate the source of a problem.  When a power 
outage occurred, he would tell the switchboard operator (or 

William “Fotchie” Ray
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Alexander City
nov. 1-30, 1:30 p.m., horizons Arts & humanities Lecture Series, Alexander City Board 

of Education Building. Lecture and discussion series featuring various speakers,  
authors	and	discussion	groups.	Call	(256)	234-8675	for	late	season	topics	and	 
information.

nov. 5-7, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program Events. Alabama 
Parks	&	Recreation	Association	Senior	Camp	in	Orange	Beach,	AL.	Call	256-329-2910	
for details.

nov. 6, 1 p.m., Adelia M. russell Library. Join us for a special Veteran’s Day 
presentation	by	Stanley	E.	Richardson	author	of	Growing up in a Foxhole. All veterans 
attending will receive a special bag of treats.

nov. 6, 7:30 p.m. Alexander City Arts presents The Montgomery Ballet, “Sleeping 
Beauty.”	Benjamin	Russell	High	School	Auditorium.	(256)	234-9922.

nov. 9, Annual holiday Open house. An annual treat for over four decades, the Holiday 
Open House attracts visitors from across the Lake Martin area. Local businesses open 
their doors from 1-5 p.m. and showcase the season’s most festive holiday decorations 
and merchandise.

nov. 9, 2 p.m., Alexander City veterans Day Service. Join the Mayor and city leaders 
at Veterans Memorial Park at the Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex. Visit the various 
memorials to our veterans.

nov. 20, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program Events. Annual 
Thanksgiving lunch. Call (256) 329-2910 for details.

nov. 25, MainStreet Alexander City Welcome to Santa. Time honored event at the 
fountain	on	Broad	Street.	Call	(256)	329-9227	for	details.

Dec. 1, Annual hometown Christmas Parade, 6 p.m. One of east Alabama’s largest 
parades, the participants wined through historic downtown Alexander City. Call (256) 
234-3461 for details.

Dec. 6, 10 a.m., Mamie’s Place Children’s Library. Come to a “Christmas Carol” event 
hosted by The Alabama Shakespeare Festival. Activities include arts and crafts, 
games, singing and costume truck.

Dec. 8-10, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program Events. Smokey 
Mountain Christmas trip to Pigeon Forge, TN. Call (256) 329-2910 for details.

Dec. 15-19, nativity Display, Adelia	M.	Russell	Library. Plan to come by the library 
to view a unique and wonderful Nativity display from around the world.  Exhibit 
coordinated by Sheralyn Belyeu.

Dec. 17, Adelia M. russell Library. Join us for a day of special music by Ginny Becker on 
the harp.

Dec. 19, Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sportplex, Senior Activity Program Events. Annual 
Christmas Dinner and Dance. Call (256) 329-2910 for details.

Adelia M. russell Library Exhibit Series. One year-long Library Exhibit Series 
encompasses poetry readings and book signings.  Instructional tours for classrooms 
and	social	clubs	are	available.		Please	call	(256)	329-6796	from	8	a.m.-7	p.m.,	or	visit		
www.alexandercityonline.com/library for details.

Dothan
nov. 15, mArtinis on Main, Sashay, Dothan. A martini tasting party and art auction 

benefiting	the	American	Red	Cross.	An	extremely	fun	night	of	tasting	exotic	and	
unusual sample sized portions of martinis – this event has very limited seating, 
lending to its intimate and upscale atmosphere.   
(334)	699-1475,	or	www.themaineventweb.com/martinis.

Dec. 4-6, Downtown Christmas Celebration, Foster Street, Downtown Dothan. Various 
downtown events including a the Christmas tree lighting, holiday spectacular show at 
the historic Opera House and street fair complete with vendors, entertainment, snow 
zone, dog fashion show, and much more. All proceeds benefit The Downtown Group. 
Admission	is	free	for	the	tree	lighting	and	festival.	(334)	699-1475,	or	 
www.themaineventweb.com/downtown

Places to Go and Things to Do

Continued on back cover

whoever came in after hours to take 
calls) to get the address of the callers 
and radio them to him.  In his truck 
you would find a note pad with those 
addresses hand written and in minutes 
the pattern of the calls would allow 
him to locate the problem.  He would 
not go home until he was sure that all 
outages had been restored. Fotchie had 
only one job related goal: “keeping 
the lights on.”  Under his leadership, 
the City of Lanett has maintained 
one of the best records in the state of 
Alabama of doing just that.

Fotchie sincerely believed that 
working for the City meant working 
for its citizens.  He often reminded 
his crew that they had 9,000 bosses 
and they would run into them at the 
grocery store, the service station and 
even at church.  

“Just treat them the way you want 
to be treated” was his instruction.  
That early developed mutual trust was 
evident in his leadership role.

Fotchie loved life and was an avid 
Auburn Tiger supporter.  Until his 
health would no longer let him, he 
also served as an Alabama high school 
football official.  His knowledge of 
the game and support of its players 
balanced with a keen sense of fairness 
earned him fondness and respect 
throughout the state.  Lanett Panther 
fans joked that he was “too fair” in 
dealing with his home team.  Fotchie 
enjoyed the ribbing.

Fotchie	loved	his	family;	his	
children and his grandchildren.  He 
especially enjoyed seeing those 
grandchildren participate in sports and 
traveled every opportunity he had with 
his wife, Kaye, to see them in action.  
He proudly pointed out that “Kaye is 
the best thing that ever happened to 
me!”

With his death, the people of 
Lanett feel as if, they too, have lost a 
family member. However, in choosing 
his personally recommended successor, 
David DeLee, the Lanett City Council 
members have assured its citizens that 
the legacy of service exemplified by 
William	L.	Ray	will	continue	and	“the	
lights are still on, Fotchie!”
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Fairhope
nov. 7 and 8, rileigh and raylee Angel 

ride Foundation 7th Annual Angel 
ride and Concert. Oak Hollow Farm 
in Fairhope. Last year, the Angel 
Ride	had	over	2,200	bikers	and	a	
record	crowd	of	over	7,000	attended	
the concert. The entertainment for 
Friday and Saturday will include 
nationally known stars such as Gary 
Allan, the Marshall Tucker Band, 
Wet Willie, and Mustang Sally. Dan 
Eubanks from the Baldwin County 
area will also participate in the event. 
Throughout the two-day event, there 
will be many activities at Oak Hollow 
Farm. Camping is available. Through 
this event, the foundation has 
distributed over $500,000 to families 
of children with medical needs not 
covered through insurance.  For more 
information	about	the	Rileigh	and	
Raylee	Angel	Ride,	please	go	to	 
www.angel-ride.com, or call  
(251) 243-0365.

nov. 20, City of Fairhope tree Lighting 
Ceremony. The City of Fairhope will 
kick off the holiday season with its 
annual tree lighting ceremony, with 
festivities beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
and the lights coming on at 6 p.m. In 
celebration of Fairhope’s Centennial, 
this year’s tree lighting is dedicated 
to Fairhope residents who are 100 
years. The ceremony will be emceed by 
WABF	Radio	personality	Lori	Dubose.	
Entertainment includes the Fairhope 
High School Band, the Eastern Shore 
Choral Society, and the Fairhope 

Middle School Band. Mrs. Claus will 
be also be passing out candy canes 
and letting children write a wish list 
to Santa for her to take back to the 
North Pole. For additional information 
on Fairhope’s Tree Lighting 
Celebration, call (251) 990-0218. 

Dec. 4 and 6, Eastern Shore Choral 
Society of Fairhope will present its 
Christmas	concert,	7:30	p.m.,	St.	
Francis Traditional Episcopal Church, 
17280	Scenic	Hwy,	Point	Clear.	Tickets	
are	$10	in	advance;	$12	at	the	door.	
For more information, visit www.escs.
org,  or call Stephanie Crowe,  
(251) 929-1896. 

Dec. 15, Eastern Shore Choral Society 
will present the annual “Messiah” 
Concert/Sing-Along,	7:30	p.m.,	
Fairhope United Methodist Church, 
225 S. Section Street. Attendees are 
invited to bring a “Messiah” score and 
sing	along.	Tickets	are	$10	in	advance;	
$12 at the door. For more information, 
visit www.escs.org, or call Stephanie 
Crowe, (251) 929-1896. 

Opelika
nov. 2, 1-5 p.m., Downtown Opelika 

Christmas Open house. For 
more information, visit www.
opelikamainstreet.org.

Dec. 12, 6-9 p.m., Opelika Main Street 
presents the 14th Annual Christmas 
in a railroad town, Downtown 
Opelika. For more information, visit 
www.opelikamainstreet.org .

Piedmont
Piedmont’s Annual Old Fashioned 

Country Christmas Week Celebration 
will begin on Sunday, Nov. 30, at 6 
p.m. each night. The Annual Christmas 
Parade will be on Thursday, Dec. 4, 6 
p.m. The Piedmont Senior Citizens will 
be serving hot dogs and drinks at the 
Civic Center at the conclusion of the 
Christmas Parade. There will also be 
entertainment provided for everyone. 

For more information, contact Keith 
Word, Piedmont Housing Authority, 
(256)	447-6734	or	keithword@
bellsouth.net, or Ben Singleton, City 
of	Piedmont,	(256)	447-3582	or	ben.
singleton@piedmontcity.org.

Sylacauga
nov. 1, 9:30 a.m., Winterboro tractor 

Cruise. The event is a fundraiser 
for the Winterboro Education 
Foundation. The cruise will be begin 
in Winterboro at 9:30 and proceed 
through Childersburg, Sylacauga, and 
Sycamore.

nov. 2, 1-5 p.m., Sylacauga’s Annual 
holiday Open house.  Santa will 
make an appearance, and carolers will 
roam the city streets during the event.

Comer Museum will host a local artist 
expo the month of November. A 
reception for the artists will be held 
Nov. 13 from 6:30 until 8 p.m.

Comer Museum will have open house the 
month of December. The museum will 
be decorated for an Old-Fashioned 
Christmas.

Dec. 6, 6 p.m., 30th Anniversary of 
Sylacauga’s Christmas Parade. The 
theme this year will be Christmas 
music. Float entries will be asked to 
choose a Christmas song and design 
their float around it.

Dec. 3-8, 7 p.m. each night, First Baptist 
Church will host a dinner theater.  
Tickets and information are available 
at (256) 245-6301.

tuskegee
nov. 6-nov. 9, 2008 tuskegee University 

homecoming.
nov. 8, 1 p.m., 83rd Annual Football 

homecoming Game, Cleve Abbott 
Alumni Bowl, Tuskegee University vs. 
Lane College.

nov. 19-21, 13th Annual Booker t. 
Washington Economic Development 
Summit, tuskegee University 
Kellogg Conference Center.

Places to Go and 
Things to Do 
Continued from page 15


