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T hirty-six Alabama cities 
have public power utilities 
that provide electricity 

to their citizens. They range in 
size from cities like Huntsville to 
cities that serve fewer than 2,000 
meters.

Like citizens in more than 2,000 
communities across the United 
States, these Alabama citizens 
choose to provide electric service 
through public power systems. 
Not-for-profit electric utilities are accountable to the cus-
tomers they serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power 
needs for 44 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and sewer 
departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public power 
systems are rooted in the American tradition of local people 
providing for their basic community needs. Public power 
systems provide service — electricity at not-for-profit 
prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for com-
munity economic development. So is its ability to provide 
stream-lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that 
encourage existing business customers to maintain and 
expand their operations and attract new business. Strong, 
stable employers mean strong, stable jobs for local citizens.

Some electric power companies come and go...

(L to R): Employees of the Utilities Board of Tuskegee serve on your local Cus-
tomer and Community Relations Committee. The committee serves as the “ears 
and eyes” of your community for the Alabama Currents and other communi-
cations efforts to keep you informed about your municipal electric system. 
Shown are (top to bottom): Christopher Thompson, Yvonne Kennebrew, Sheryl 
Knight (co-chair), Theresa Bogan, Euclyde Chisholm, Linda Marable (co-chair), 
Suzette Jelinek (sponsor), and Ray Hall. Not shown are Katie Robinson and 
Mark Ennis.

From the Editor

D id you know that the typical U.S. 
family spends more than $1,600 
a year on home utility bills? Un-

fortunately, a large portion of that energy 
is wasted.

We are keenly aware that rising fuel 
costs, Clean Air congressional mandates, 
and the drought, affect your monthly en-
ergy bill. Knowing where you spend your 
energy dollars is the first step in controlling your monthly 
energy costs.

Over the past year, your Alabama Currents magazine has 
featured a variety of articles on energy efficiency; all with 
the intent of helping you manage your energy costs. We 
hope resources such as the Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs, energy-efficiency expert Doug Rye, 
and ENERGY STAR® have helped you become a wise-energy 
user.

Some of our Member cities, like Sylacauga, have part-
nered with organizations in the community to bring energy 

efficiency and conservation programs to area residents. The 
Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB) and the Sylacauga Alliance 
for Family Enhancement (SAFE) are currently offering weath-
erization kits to assist customers in managing their utility 
usage and thereby maximize their monthly energy bill.

SUB and SAFE offer a new service for low income fami-
lies, which offers free energy advice and a weatherization 
kit. The kit contains low-wattage fluorescent bulbs, weather 
stripping, insulation for electrical outlets, and other items. 

This is just one example of the efforts by our Member 
cities to assist you in becoming a wise energy user.

AMEA’s Member cities care about their customers by 
exploring products and service that help customers manage 
their energy costs.

We will continue to look out for you as our industry 
faces many more challenges in the coming year.

Lisa Miller
Director of Communications
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The City of Lanett, the Alabama Council on Human Relations (ACHR), Ben-
nett and Company and Enterprise Community Investment Inc., recently cel-
ebrated the grand opening of the Garden Greene Apartment complex in Lanett 

Garden Greene Apartments is a $6 million development located at 501 S. 8th 
St., Lanett, and features a pair of two-story buildings and a clubhouse on the 
six acres of land that once housed J.T. Greene South Elementary School.

There will be 20 one-bedroom units and 28 two-bedroom units with up to 
1,060 square feet of living space for seniors who earn 50 percent or less of the 
area’s median income. (See related article on Pages 10 and 11).

(Photos by Jessica Govan, AMEA)
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I  was recently in Washington, D.C., partici-
pating in the American Public Power Asso-
ciation’s Legislative Rally. Representatives 

from Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
(AMEA) and Electric Cities of Alabama held 
face-to-face meetings with Alabama’s con-
gressional delegation to discuss issues which 
impact municipally-owned electric utilities and 
public power. 

One of those issues was climate change. 
The issue of climate change is the most signifi-
cant environmental policy issue confronting the nation. Environ-
mental issues such as global warming are clearly priorities for the 
coming years. 

The scientific consensus is that the increase in greenhouse 
gases in our atmosphere, primarily carbon dioxide, is causing the 
Earth to become warmer. Carbon dioxide is produced anytime a 
fossil fuel is burned. This includes gasoline, natural gas, and coal, 
the most abundant and least expensive fuel available to produce 
electricity. More than one billion tons of coal is burned annually. 

Climate change legislation, which will focus on carbon emis-
sions, may have a significant impact on electric rates over the next 
20 years. This is clearly a worldwide issue.

Even as consensus solidifies around the need to reduce green-
house gases, America’s need for electric power is growing.

The electric generation industry is in the midst of one of the 
largest capital spending campaigns since the fossil and nuclear 
build-out of the 1970s. By 2015, this sector of the economy will 
have committed and spent nearly $30 billion – not to increase the 
amount of generation in the United States, but to reduce emis-
sions and improve the environmental performance of the coal-fired 
fleet that represents nearly 50 percent of the domestic supply of 
electricity.

Alabama’s power supply resources are approximately 60 per-
cent coal fired. Coal remains the most abundant fuel in the United 
States and has benefits related to national security and generation 
diversity. To abandon coal is not the right thing to do.

The need for advanced technologies in carbon sequestration 
does not exist today. Legislation should encompass obtainable 
carbon emissions reduction with the development of advanced 
technologies to address this challenge.

As cost-effective technology is not currently commercially 
available to capture and store CO2 produced by coal-based power 
plants, we believe that any realistic policy must include a substan-
tial, prolonged research and development program to develop new 
technologies to achieve significant reductions in the future. Ad-
ditionally, climate change is a global issue: American policy must 
encourage equal international efforts by all major emitting nations. 

AMEA continues to encourage legislation that is balanced 
between protecting the environment and the impact of potential 
costs to our customers.

We have found that by balancing our desire for efficient opera-
tions with a genuine concern for the environment, we can con-
tinue our progress toward achieving our future power supply needs 
economically.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO

in my Opinion
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AmEA, member  
cities announce 2008 
scholarship winners

T hirty-two high school seniors will be enrolling 
in a four-year university or two-year college 
this fall with help from the Alabama Munici-

pal Electric Authority (AMEA) and its 11 Member cities 
through the AMEA Scholarship Program. AMEA has 
provided scholarship assistance since 1992. 

AMEA received approximately 106 scholarship ap-
plications in this year’s program.

To be eligible for the AMEA scholarship or techni-
cal scholarship, a student’s family must receive electric 
service from a Member’s electric utility and the stu-
dent must attend an Alabama college or university.

Applications, which are available from school 
counselors each fall, are reviewed and selected by an 
independent panel of college guidance personnel.

The 2008 winners are:
AmEA scholarship
•  Ashley Kieffer, Benjamin Russell High School, Alexander City
•  Madolyn Price, Benjamin Russell High School, Alexander City
•  Joshua Gray, Benjamin Russell High School, Alexander City
•  Leslie Mathis, Northview High School, Dothan
•  Matthew Reif, Providence Christian School, Dothan
•  Lauren Shaw, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
•  Kayla McCrory, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
•  Jordan Hullett, Foley High School, Foley/Riviera Utilities
•  Greg Resmondo, Foley High School, Foley/Riviera Utilities
•  Jonathan Pruitt, Daphne High School, Foley/Riviera Utilities
•  Jasmine Mangram, LaFayette High School, LaFayette
•  Jodie McGinty, Chamber Academy, LaFayette
•  Katelyn Allen, Chambers Academy, LaFayette
•  Ahsj’a St. George, Lanett High School, Lanett
•  Stephan Zachery, Lanett High School, Lanett
•  Weston McDougald, Luverne High School, Luverne
•  Melissa Pynes, Crenshaw Christian Academy, Luverne
•  James Shirley, Ballard Christian School, Opelika
•  Arnicia Gillyard, Opelika High School, Opelika
•  Ashley Pruitt, Piedmont High School, Piedmont
•  Kyle Glover, Piedmont High School, Piedmont
•  Christian Vick, Sylacauga High School, Sylacauga
•  Mary Ellen Taylor, Sylacauga High School, Sylacauga
•  Ashley Watkins, B.B. Comer High School, Sylacauga
•  Alanna Hutcherson, Booker T. Washington High School, Tuskegee
•  Charisma Caldwell, Booker T. Washington High School, Tuskegee
•  U’mear Pace, Booker T. Washington High School, Tuskegee
AmEA Technical scholarship
•  Heidi Johnson, One Accord Christian School, Dothan
•  Heather Davis, Fairhope High School, Fairhope
•  Ashley Jackson, Luverne High School, Luverne
•  Julian Stewart, Opelika High School, Opelika
•  Eugene Cogswell, Piedmont High School, Piedmont



Green construction:  
“super” energy efficient
By Doug Rye

I have just returned from a meet-
ing in Birmingham, where I was 
the guest speaker for a local 

chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects. There were about 70 
architects present. I was there to 
teach about energy efficient con-
struction, just like I do every month 
for Alabama Currents.

Being a licensed architect my-
self, I was very much aware that many architects desire to 
know much more about my topic and other topics such as 
green construction. As all Doug Rye houses are considered 
as green construction and are super energy efficient, I feel 
totally qualified to teach others.

Cellulose insulation and geothermal heat pumps 
couldn’t be any greener unless you sprayed them with 
green paint. The cellulose insulation is made from paper 
that was made from trees which are considered as a renew-
able source. The geothermal system uses Mother Earth to 
heat and cool your house at super high efficiencies. The 
BTUs used from the Earth are also renewable from the sun.

Since I only had a little over an hour with these archi-
tects, I focused most of the time on these two products.

I asked how many of them were familiar with cellulose 
insulation. Most hands went up. I asked how many had 
actually specified or actually used cellulose? Only a few 
hands were raised. How many of you know about geother-
mal heating and cooling? Almost everybody knew about it. 
How many of you have actually used geothermal? As best 
I could tell, not one architect raised a hand. What’s wrong 
with this picture? Well, as I have said many times, it is 
hard for adults to change.

Let’s look at some facts. Let’s look at the heating effi-
ciency of different type systems as related to fuel conver-
sion:

• Natural gas or propane furnace, 80 percent;
• Electric resistance furnace, 100 percent; 
• Electric heat pump, 250 percent;
• Geothermal, 400 percent.
Do you not notice that geothermal is five times more 

efficient than a gas furnace? Most of you had no idea, did 
you?

I am depending on you, the consumer, to start ask-
ing and even demanding more energy efficient and green 
products in houses. If you don’t, it probably will never 
happen.

I really do love and care about you and this country. 
See you in July when you will wish you had both.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency 
information and tips to help customers maximize their energy 
dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 
653-7931, or www.dougrye.com
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Keep your cool 
this summer

Whether you have a 
heat pump or a cen-
tral air conditioning 

system, proper maintenance is 
imperative. The efficiency of a 
cooling system is critical in or-
der to decrease energy use and 
increase comfort, particularly 
in warm climates.

A well-maintained system will use 15 to 40 percent 
less energy than a neglected one. Proper maintenance will 
extend the life of your cooling system and keep it running 
smoothly and efficiently.

The following tips will help your system operate more 
efficiently and can help to reduce your energy use:
Clean or replace the air filter

This by far is one of the simplest steps in maintaining 
your air conditioning system, but it is one that is quite 
frequently overlooked. Clogged, dirty filters block normal 
airflow and reduce a system's efficiency significantly. Clean 
or replace your air conditioning system's filter every month 
or two during the cooling season.
Clean the condensing cooling coils

Although you can perform this task yourself, you may 
want to contact a professional for assistance. If you choose 
to clean the coils yourself, be sure to turn off the system 
at the thermostat and turn off the power to the outdoor 
unit at the main breaker panel or disconnect. Clean any 
loose debris from around the unit and clean the unit with 
household soap and water. Be sure the unit is completely 
dry before turning on the power at the main breaker panel. 
Once power is restored there, then turn on the system at 
the thermostat and set it for normal operation.
perform seasonal maintenance and tune up on the system

This time of year, you often see heating and cool-
ing companies offering seasonal maintenance packages. 
Typically these packages provide for a service technician 
to clean evaporator and condenser coils, check refrigerant 
pressures, and adjust and lubricate moving parts. How often 
you need professional maintenance depends on how much 
you operate your system. In our climate, annual service is 
typically recommended.
Replace the air conditioning system

Repairing an existing air conditioner may seem to 
be the least expensive option if your unit is not work-
ing properly, but it may cost more in the long run. Pay-
ing for repairs on an older, inefficient system may simply 
prolong the inevitable need for replacement. Installing a 
new, energy-efficient system may be more cost-effective. 
Today's best air conditions and heat pumps use 30 to 50 
percent less energy to produce the same amount of cooling 
as air conditioners made in the mid 1970s. Even if your air 
conditioner is only 10 years old, you may save a significant 
amount on your cooling energy costs by replacing it with a 
newer, more efficient model. When buying a unit, look for a 
model with a high efficiency rating (SEER). SEER indicates 
the relative amount of energy needed to provide a specific 
cooling output. Also, look for the ENERGY STAR® label.
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Click your way to energy 
savings with Energy Depot® 

R ising fuel 
costs, the 
drought 

and congres-
sional Clean Air 
mandates have 
impacted electric 
rates. Your 
monthly energy 
bill is affected by 
these challenges 
and these challenges will affect your energy bill well into 
the future. That’s why your public power system is always 
looking for new ways to help you maximize your energy 
dollars.

Energy Depot® for Homes is a one-stop shop of online 
resources and tools to help you better understand and 
manage your home energy use and costs.

Energy Depot is available at your public power system’s 
web site located and allows you to analyze your energy bill 
and how energy is used in your home.

Unlike most other energy analysis tools, Energy Depot 
uses your actual bill and breaks out how energy is used 
within your home. The profile also gives you specific sug-
gestions on how you can improve energy efficiency and 
use.

You can use Energy Depot to: complete a do-it-yourself 
home energy audit and receive a report online; quickly 
estimate the annual energy use and cost of home energy 
systems and appliances; receive a personalized energy 
profile with an estimate of your energy costs for each 
home energy system/appliance; learn specific things you 
can do to reduce energy usage and how much you can save; 
compare your heating and cooling systems or water heater 
to a range of new system; learn how soon you can pay for 
a new more efficient heating or cooling system or water 
heater through lower energy bills; use the Energy Library 
to answer your energy questions; get answers to the most 
frequently asked questions regarding home energy use; and 
much more.

After answering some multiple-choice questions and 
entering some information, you receive a personalized re-
port detailing their month-to-month energy usage in terms 
of dollars and energy units, as well as an analysis of the 
cost of individual appliances over a year’s time. The Energy 
Depot web site also features an extensive Energy Library 
and set of Frequently Asked Questions on energy use in 
the home, ranging from insulation levels and venting, to 
home appliances and energy standards.  Your public power 
system’s Energy Advisor will even answer specific questions 
through the site.

For more information on Energy Depot, contact your 
public power system.

afety
NEWSS ouYCAN USE

M ay is National Electrical Safety Month and a good 
time to review electrical safety practices, in and 
around the home. The importance of electricity in 

our lives in invaluable. It powers our very lives. The thought 
of living without it is one we can barely imagine in this 
day and age. However, with this great power comes great 
responsibility.

Here are some tips from the Electrical Safety Foundation 
(ESFI) that you can use in your home to ensure your family’s 
safety:

Outlets
Check for outlets that have loose-fitting plugs, which 

can overheat and lead to fire. Replace any missing or broken 
wall plates. Make sure there are safety covers on all unused 
outlets that are accessible to children.

Cords
Make sure cords are in good condition—not frayed or 

cracked. Make sure they are placed out of traffic areas. Cords 
should never be nailed or stapled to the wall, baseboard or 
to another object. Do not place cords under carpets or rugs 
or rest any furniture on them.

Extension cords
Check to see that cords are not overloaded. Additionally, 

extension cords should only be used on a temporary basis; 
they are not intended as permanent household wiring. Make 
sure extension cords have safety closures to help prevent 
young children from shock hazards and mouth burn injuries.

plugs
Make sure your plugs fit your outlets. Never remove the 

ground pin (the third prong) to make a three-prong fit a 
two-conductor outlet; this could lead to an electrical shock. 
Never force a plug into an outlet if it doesn’t fit. Plugs 
should fit securely into outlets. Avoid overloading outlets 
with too many appliances.

Ground Fault Circuit interrupters (GFCis)
GFCIs can help prevent electrocution. They should be 

used in any area where water and electricity may come into 
contact. When a GFCI senses current leakage in an electri-
cal circuit, it assumes a ground fault has occurred. It then 
interrupts power fast enough to help prevent serious injury 
from electrical shock. Test GFCIs according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions monthly and after major electrical storms 
to make sure they are working properly. Replace all GFCIs 
that are not working properly, but never replace a GFCI with 
a standard non-GFCI outlet or circuit breaker. Do not use an 

may is National Electrical 
safety month



ALABAMA CURRENTS  MAY / JUNE 2008   7

appliance or device that trips a GFCI on a non-GFCI-protected 
circuit; instead, take the appliance to an authorized repair 
center to be checked for faulty wiring or replace it.

Light bulbs
Check the wattage of all bulbs in light fixtures to make 

sure they are the correct wattage for the size of the fixture. 
Replace bulbs that have higher wattage than recommended; 
if you don’t know the correct wattage, check with the 
manufacturer of the fixture. Make sure bulbs are screwed in 
securely; loose bulbs may overheat.

Circuit breakers/fuses
Circuit breakers and fuses should be the correct size cur-

rent rating for their circuit. If you do not know the correct 
size, have an electrician identify and label the size to be 
used. Always replace a fuse with the correctly specified size 
fuse.

water and electricity don’t mix
Don’t leave plugged-in appliances where they might fall 

in contact with water. If a plugged-in appliance falls into 
water, NEVER reach in to pull it out—even if it’s turned off. 
First turn off the power source at the panel board and then 
unplug the appliance. If you have an appliance that has got-
ten wet, don’t use it until it has been checked by a qualified 
repair person.

Appliances
If an appliance repeatedly blows a fuse, trips a circuit 

breaker or if it has given you a shock, unplug it and have it 
repaired or replaced.

Entertainment/computer equipment
Check to see that the equipment is in good condition 

and working properly. Look for cracks or damage in wiring, 
plugs and connectors. Use a surge protector bearing the seal 
of a nationally recognized certification agency.

Outdoor safety
Electric-powered mowers and other electric tools should 

not be used in the rain, on wet grass or in wet conditions. 
Inspect power tools and electric lawn mowers before each use 
for frayed power cords, broken plugs and cracked or broken 
housings. If any part is damaged, stop using it immediately. 
Repair it or replace it. Always use an extension cord marked 
for outdoor use and rated for the power needs of your tools. 
Remember to unplug all portable power tools when not in 
use. When using ladders, watch out for overhead wires and 
power lines.

Ladders
When using ladders, avoid contact with overhead wires 

and power lines. Stay at least 10 feet from all lines.

Lightning
During an electrical storm, do not use appliances (i.e., 

hairdryers, toasters and radios) or telephones (except in an 
emergency); do not take a bath or shower; keep batteries on 
hand for flashlights and radios in case of a power outage; 
and use surge protectors on electronic devices, appliances, 
phones, fax machines and modems.

wiring
Unless you are qualified and experienced in electrical 

work, consider hiring a licensed electrician for electrical 
repairs, maintenance and installations. If you elect to per-
form such work, make sure you follow these safety basics:

Never work on or around “hot” lines. Always de-ener-
gize lines and equipment by disconnecting from the power 
source at the circuit breakers or fuses. Don’t forget to test 
every conductor before you make contact with it.

Never use the ground wire as the neutral or circuit-
carrying conductor. The ground wire is not designed to 
carry current continuously, but briefly under an abnormal 
condition. The neutral wire is designed as a current carrier 
and can carry as much current as the hot wire. Use a strip 
gauge on devices to strip the proper length of insulation 
from wires. Too little risks the screw tightening on plastic 
insulation; too much leaves bare wires that can cause a 
dangerous contact. When using wire connectors, be sure 
the insulation on the wires is completely covered by the 
wire connector.

For more information, visit www.electricalsafety.org.

AMEA is Alabama 
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New Deal art graces Alexander City Post Office
By Tracy Kendrick 

P resident Franklin D. Roosevelt was responsible for establishing agencies 
to help with economic relief to the citizens during the Great Depres-
sion. The Federal Art Project (FAP) was one of those agencies. The FAP 

was established to help starving artists find work.
In 1934, the Treasury Section of Fine Arts was set up. It was designed to 

provide decoration in the federal buildings that were being constructed. Post 
offices and courthouses were the most common of these federal buildings. 
Twenty-four works of art were created in Alabama. Twenty-three were placed 
in post offices and one was placed in a courthouse.  

In 1941, the Alexander City Post Office was honored to receive one of 
these works of art. The post office received three terra cotta sculptures that 
were titled “Cotton, Tobacco, and Wheat”. The sculptures represented the 
main agricultural products of the state. Ms. Franc Epping of Pennsylvania was 
commissioned as the national sculptor of these local pieces.

Local citizens headed by the Mayor’s office are seeking private funding 
for the restoration and installation of the sculptures (to be installed at the 
Adelia M. Russell Library).  Donations can be made to the City of Alexander 
City; P.O. Box 552, earmarked Terra Cotta Sculptures (TCS).

TO REpORT pOwER OuTAGE  
Day Time (256) 409-2080 • After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421 • DO NOT CALL 911
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Piedmont Business Council plans events
By Ben Singleton

T he Piedmont Business Council (PBC) entertains large 
crowds in downtown Piedmont with their many activi-
ties planned throughout the year. 

The Business Council is made up of local business owners 
who plan several activities throughout the year to draw people 
to the downtown district. 

One of the biggest events they plan each year is the Arts 
and Crafts show, which also includes a car show and Bama’s 
Best Burger Cook-off.  This event is planned each spring and 
always has a great turnout.

Upcoming events include a Farmer’s Market, a 50s and 60s 
Cruise In, a motorcycle show, a Country Fair and City-wide Yard 
Sale, and a Halloween event. 

The Farmer’s Market is scheduled for the first and sec-
ond Saturday of each month, starting in May and continuing 
through August. This is a chance to give local farmers the op-
portunity to sell fresh produce. 

The PBC also has planned a 50s and 60s Cruise In for the third Saturday of May and for the second Saturday in June. 
This event allows people the opportunity to bring vehicles made in the 50s and 60s to show and to enjoy entertainment. 

Other events planned for later in year include a motorcycle show, Country Fair and City-wide Yard Sale, and a Halloween 
event. 

For more information on these events and other events sponsored by the City of Piedmont, check out www.piedmontci-
ty.org and click on Events Calendar.        

50s and 60s Cruise In, downtown Piedmont
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Dothan’s Leisure Services 
Department: exceptional job for 
the City’s exceptional citizens

By Cassandra Milton

A s the sound of cheer-
ing fans filled the air in 
Dothan, you could feel 

the excitement of the athletes 
growing. Their eyes were filled 
with the kind of determination 
and fortitude that you only 
find in the finest of Olympic 
athletes. 

Then the horn sounds.....
and their off! The chants grow 
louder and louder with antici-
pation as the courageous ath-
letes strive toward the finish 
line. The warmth of the midday 
sun falls upon the crowd, but 
it’s the smiles of these special 
competitors that melt every-
one’s heart. 

This is a small sample of 
what the citizens of Dothan experienced at the 32nd Annual Do-
than/Houston County Area Special Olympics. This annual event is 
sponsored by the Dothan’s Leisure Services Department, a recent 
winner of the Agency of the Year Award.

“We take pride in providing the very best events and recreational 
facilities for all of our citizens, regardless of any mental or physical 
disabilities,” said Anne Rumble, director of Leisure Services.

On March 29, the City of Dothan held its Opening Ceremonies for 
the Miracle League, which consists of six baseball teams with players 
who have physical or mental challenges. The teams play at Rotary 
Miracle Field at Westgate Park. The field is specially designed with a 
rubberized surface, painted on bases, and level dugouts for athletes 
who use wheelchairs or crutches for assistance. Grants, fund-raising 
and donations helped build the first-class facility.

A letter written by Carie Tenzel to Diane Alford, National Execu-
tive Director of Miracle League, expresses what this league means to 
our special needs citizens.

“You do not know me,” she writes, “but I must say thank you 
for starting something so special. I was in attendance yesterday for 
Dothan’s Opening Ceremony. My son Chaz Tenzel-Walser is a baseball 
participant on the Cardinal’s team. Chaz is autistic, though highly 
functional, was never accepted into playing ‘normal’ team sports. My 
other son Colt is 13 years old and a buddy/volunteer for his brother. 
As a divorced, single mom, trying to help your child fit in can be 
trying. Thank you for helping to bring out our children’s strengths 
and giving them the opportunity to have something “normal” within 
their lives.”

These are not your typical sporting events and these are not 
your typical athletes, but that’s part of what makes the City of Do-
than a “not-so-typical” place to live.
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Special Olympic winners celebrate their win

City of Fairhope 
Festival of Flight 
planned as part of 
Armed Forces Day

By D. Fran Morley

T he 2008 City of Fairhope Festival of 
Flight takes place, appropriately, on 
Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 

17. The festival takes place at Fairhope’s H.L. 
“Sonny” Callahan Airport from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is free.

“Our planes start arriving mid-week,” said 
King Palmer, executive director of the festival. 
“We have always featured both new and vintage 
military aircraft among our displays and exhibi-
tions, but this year, we hope to increase the 
active-duty military presence. We expect aircraft 
from all braches of the service, with helicopters, 
fixed-wing planes, and jets.”

Final details for the festival are still being 
worked out, but the day also will feature vintage 
planes and aerobatic flying demonstrations.

“The Alabama Air National Guard has com-
mitted to return with their F-16 flyover, which 
is always a big crowd pleaser,” Palmer said. “New 
this year is a special guest from the Air Force 
Academy. We hope to have cadets from the acad-
emy with their falcon mascot to do falconry dem-
onstrations, and that should be very exciting.”

Now in its third year, the festival attracts 
large crowds from around the region. 

“Last year, we had about 15,000 people, and 
we hope for even more this year,” said Rod Platt, 
public relations spokesman. “In addition to 
people who drive in to see the exhibits, we have 
a lot of people who fly in for the day or week. 
In past years, we have had civilian pilots from 
Atlanta, and all over Florida and Alabama here 
for the festival, so it is also a great opportunity 
to showcase our airport to pilots.”

For more information on the Fairhope Festi-
val of Flight, call Platt at (251) 928-5281.
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Lanett celebrates grand opening of 
Garden Greene Apartments

By Patrick Sands 
The Valley Times-News

T he City of Lanett, the Alabama 
Council on Human Relations 
(ACHR), Bennett and Company 

and Enterprise Community Investment 
Inc., recently celebrated the grand open-
ing of the Garden Greene Apartment 
complex in Lanett.

Overall, there are 48 newly-con-
structed affordable homes for seniors 
earning 50 percent or less of the area 
media income in Lanett.

Garden Greene Apartments is a $6 
million development located at 501 
S. 8th St. and features a pair of two-
story buildings and a clubhouse on the 
six acres of land that once housed J.T. 
Greene South Elementary School.

Fred Bennett of Bennett and Com-
pany said that today was the result of a 
lot of hard work. He thanked the city for 
being so cooperative during the process, 
which started in January of 2003 and 
culminated Thursday with the grand 
opening.

Bennett noted that the daughters of 
Greene, Charlotte Greene Dewberry and 
Ann Greene Allen, were both in atten-
dance and proud to take part in Thurs-
day’s festivities.

“Enterprise is proud to partner with 
Alabama Council on Human Relations, 
the Alabama Housing Finance Author-
ity, Bennett and Company and the city 
of Lanett to provide equity investment 
and financing to support brand new 
affordable homes for local seniors,” said 
Charles R. Werhane, vice chairman and 
chief operating officer. “Enterprise Com-
munity Investment, Inc. is committed to 
ensuring that seniors can live in decent, 
affordable homes in the communities 
they love, where they have spent most of 
their lives and raised their families.”

Enterprise Community Investment, 
Inc. provided a $4.2 million low-income 
housing tax credit equity investment in 
Garden Greene Apartments. In addition, 

the project received more than $1.3 
million in HOME funds from the Alabama 
Finance Housing Authority. Construction 
and permanent financing was provided 
by Auburn Bank. In Alabama, Enterprise 
has financed more than $52 million to 
rehabilitate or develop nearly 600 units 
of affordable housing.

The Garden Greene Project is a 
tremendous boost to the city of Lanett, 
said Mayor Oscar Crawley. While provid-
ing new affordable housing to seniors is 
a great asset to the city, it is so much 
more than that because the development 
has given new life to a neighborhood 
that had been deteriorating for years. 
The City of Lanett donated the land to 
make this project happen and that act 

On hand for the special grand opening 
in April were (front row, L to R): Ann 
Greene Allen, Nancy Spears, Charlotte 
Greene Dewberry, Michelle Pugh, Lathonia 
Wright and Lanett Councilman Kyle McCoy. 
(Back row, L to R): Lanett City Manager 
Joel Holley, Fred Bennett, Gary Dewberry, 
Toby Washington, Lanett Councilman John 
Duskin and Mayor Oscar Crawley.

has now brought great returns to the 
city. We are thankful that Fred Bennett 
stayed the course to complete this grand 
addition to the city, which continues to 
honor the name of long- time educator 
John Tom Greene and the Greene family.

Garden Greene’s 48 units offer 
20 one-bedroom and 28 two-bedroom 
apartments with up to 1,060 square 
feet of living space. Amenities include a 
clubhouse with a vaulted ceiling, a full 
kitchen, TV/reading room, community 
laundry, computer center and an on-site 
management office.

The building’s exterior features a 
community garden area, a gazebo and 
a picnic area with grills. All apartments 
have electric ranges, washer and dryer 
hook-ups, microwaves and carpeting. In 
addition, each apartment is equipped 
with emergency pull cords in bedrooms 
and bathrooms that ring to a system 
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W hen Mayor Gary Fuller talked recently on the financial audited report that 
just came out at the end of March concerning the city’s fiscal year 2007, it 
was all “good news.” 

In his talking points he made the following statement, “We ended the fiscal year 
2007 (at) 10.4 percent (or $3 million) under budget on expenses in the general fund, 
while overall revenues increased by approximately $12.3 million – or 17 percent - over 
the previous year.  

 Those of us who work in the City of Opelika administration and other departments 
want the public to know that this was no accident.  Under the leadership of Mayor Fuller 
and the Opelika City Council, city department heads work diligently to not only keep 
within our budget confines, but to not spend allocated monies when we don’t have to.  In 
order to do this, the mindset of all departments is this:  if there is a way to do something 
better, and for less money, then that’s the way to do it!  

 To that end, three City of Opelika departments have come up with a couple of very 
innovative ways to make things safer – and save money - for Opelika taxpayers in the 
coming years and we didn’t waste time in putting these ideas into practice.
 New traffic signals are easier to see and save energy

 The Engineering Department and Opelika Light & Power Department recently com-
pleted a city-wide upgrade of the city’s traffic signals by converting from incandescent 
(filament) bulbs to light-emitting diode (LED) lamps.  Approximately 1,000 red, amber, 
and green LED lamps were installed at 41 signalized intersections.

 There are many advantages for using LED lamps in traffic signals.  These lamps are 
noticeably brighter and more visible than filament bulbs. This increased visibility im-
proves vehicle and pedestrian safety around the intersection. They are beneficial to the 
environment, because they use significantly less electricity to operate. LED lamps require 
around 10 watts for illumination, whereas filament bulbs require over 100 watts. The 
reduced wattage will enable the City to save approximately $10,000 each year in electric-
ity costs. LED lamps also have a significantly longer average lifespan than filament bulbs 
(10 years to one year).  This increased lifespan reduces material and employee costs asso-
ciated with their replacement, as well as reducing the safety risk for the City personnel 
replacing the bulbs.
 Opelika police Department gets “new tools” to fight crime

 The Opelika Police Department has added two very valuable tools in their fight 
against crime – and has strengthened its ability to maneuver “among the crowds of 
pedestrians”.  The new tools are called T3 Mobile Vehicles.  Each vehicle is 53.5 by 34.6 
inches and has a top speed of 25 miles per hour and is extremely agile, being able to 
turn “on a dime”, to use a well-known cliché.  

 The cost of each unit is around $12,000, but Opelika taxpayers didn’t have to pay 
for them. Instead, they were paid for through “asset forfeitures,” according to Opelika 
Police Captain Allan Elkins. Neither vehicle will cost taxpayers in gas money either, since 
both are powered by lithium batteries, which are easily recharged for about ten cents a 
charge.  

 The department plans to use these units in providing security at the Opelika Hous-
ing Authority properties, football games, special events in downtown Opelika, at Tiger-
Town, and eventually at Celebrate Alabama facilities. In fact, they’ve already used the T3 
units at Opelika’s recent “Easter on the Square” Egg Hunt.  The police officers patrolling 
the area with them found they had yet another benefit:  children (and adults) at the 
festivities flocked to the new mobile units to look at them, giving the officers a chance 
to interact with the children and adults in a positive, relaxed atmosphere.

 

of flashing lights and horns 
on the outside of the units 
to alert community members. 
Garden Greene Apartments also 
features enhanced exterior 
lighting and video cameras at 
entries activated by motion 
detectors for lighting.

“Garden Greene was a 
win-win for the city and the 
neighborhood,” said Bennett. 
”This was the site of the for-
mer Greene Elementary School 
built in the 1950s. The school 
had been closed for years and 
heavily vandalized. The com-
munity was in need of bet-
ter housing for lower income 
seniors, and this neighborhood 
was particularly supportive 
on the housing. In all, we’ve 
never worked in a community 
that was more involved and 
supportive than Lanett has 
been in the development of 
this facility.”

As the general partner of 
six affordable housing com-
munities, ACHR Housing Corpo-
ration is a major sponsor of 
affordable housing in several 
Alabama communities “ACHR 
Housing Corporation is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Alabama Council on Human 
Relations, Inc., a multi-pur-
pose community action agency, 
which has been involved in im-
proving the lives of low income 
persons in Central Alabama for 
more than thirty years.”

Since 1967, The Ben-
nett Group has developed 
innovative projects to shelter 
families, enhance neighbor-
hoods, and meet the objectives 
of owners and investors in six 
southern states. Partnering 
with local non-profits such as 
Alabama Council on Human 
Relations, the Bennett Group 
has utilized its unique exper-
tise, resources and professional 
relationships to produce more 
than 2,500 apartments. The 
company also develops single 
family subdivisions and com-
mercial properties. 

Innovative ways the City of 
Opelika is saving on energy

By Jan H. Gunter
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W hen children or adults look up and spot a hot 
air balloon floating above the horizon, excite-
ment abounds in each one of them. They can’t 

help but pause to see if it is coming closer or to see if they 
can tell how many people are riding in the basket. And when 
they look up and see a sky full of brightly colored balloons - 
even some with special shapes and sizes, they know it is time 
for the Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festival in Foley. 

Those who watch the skies above Foley during Father’s 
Day weekend, 

June 13 – 15, will have ample opportunity to study the 
giant orbs.  Fifty hot air balloons are scheduled to fly the 
skies for the 4th Annual Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festi-

val held just west of Foley on Hwy. 98 at the Foley Soccer 
Complex. 

“It is so exciting to look up and see huge, brilliantly 
colored balloons scattered across the sky, and even more 
fun to have the opportunity to see them up close,” said 
Stephanie Evens, events coordinator for the South Baldwin 
Chamber of Commerce who hosts the festival. “And on Fri-
day and Saturday night during the festival, the balloonists 
give tether rides free to the public.  It is an opportunity 
for children and adults to get into the basket and rise up 
into the air about 50 feet, then come back down.” 

“Our biggest challenge is educating folks that the 
balloons can only fly within two hours of dusk and dawn,” 
said Donna Watts, President of the South Baldwin Chamber. 
“So come early in the morning or late in the afternoon to 
see the balloons. Early in the morning means around 6 a.m. 
Depending upon the direction of the wind, the balloons 
either fly into or out of the festival grounds. Ballooning is 
very dependent upon the weather. If the wind speed is too 
high, it is dangerous for the balloons to fly.”

Balloonists come from all over the Southeast to partici-
pate in the competition, which involves precision flying. 
The pilot who can fly closest to a target and mark it wins 
prize money and bragging rights. 

The heart of the festival is the balloons, but there 
are plenty of other attractions to entertain festival goers 
throughout the weekend. In addition to arts and crafts, a 
farmers market, and a children’s village, live music will be 
playing on the festival stage. On Friday night, Dr. Zarr’s 
Amazing Funk Monster Band will take the stage. Saturday 
night, people can dance under the stars to the music of 
the Tip Tops. A new addition to the festival this year is a 
fireworks show on Saturday night. 

So mark your calendar for Father’s Day weekend, and 
check out the 4th Annual Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon Festi-
val in Foley. 

For a complete schedule for the Gulf Coast Hot Air Bal-
loon Festival, and an opportunity to see the balloons that 
will be participating, visit www.gulfcoastballoonfestival.
com . 

Balloons will fill  
the Foley air in June

By David Horton
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Historic Avondale Paintings  
donated to Comer Library

By Denise Sinclair 
The Daily Home
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Dr. Shirley Spears and Steven Felker display one of Felker’s favorite paintings.

S tephen Felker Sr. donated a 
part of Avondale Mills’ legacy 
to B. B. Comer Memorial Li-

brary for present and future genera-
tions to see.

Felker, CEO of Avondale Mills, 
which closed in July 2006, gave the 
famous Douglass Crockwell collection 
of paintings to Comer Library. The 
paintings detail important occasions 
in the lives of the families of many 
of the employees of Avondale Mills in 
the late 1940s.

The paintings were commissioned 
by Avondale Mills for a national ad-
vertising campaign, which ran in the 
Saturday Evening Post from October 
1947 to December 1948.

Twelve of the subjects were also 
selected for use in the 1948 company 
calendar.  Two of the paintings were 
featured as cover subjects on the 
company’s annual report for 1948 and 
1950.  

In the paintings are families and 
employees from Sylacauga, Pell City, 
Alexander City and Birmingham. The 
paintings range from an Avondale 
chorus to a beach scene at the com-
pany’s vacation location, known as 
Camp Helen, to the birth of twins at 
the company hospital.

Crockwell, the artist, achieved 
fame for a skill for realism and ex-
pression with subjects from American 
life. His subjects ranged from war to 
illness to family reunions portrayed 
in a style similar to Norman Rock-
well. Crockwell was a contemporary of 
Rockwell.

During the 1930s and 1940s, 
Crockwell became one of America’s 

favorite artists and was linked to 
famous advertising campaigns, includ-
ing General Electric, Welch’s Grape 
Juice, Friskies and a long ad campaign 
for the Brewing Industry Association. 

Felker said because of Avondale’s 
legacy in the community, he had a 
strong desire to leave the paintings 
in Sylacauga, where they could be 
displayed together and not separated. 

“These paintings are important 
to the community,” said Felker. “It 
will be good that they come back to a 
home. I want them grouped together. 
They tell the story of Avondale.

The library is the obvious place 
and entity to take care of them. I am 
delighted to be a part of this and do-
nating them to Sylacauga for genera-
tions to come.”

Spears said that she believes 
that the Avondale paintings will draw 
people in who may not have visited 
Comer Library. 

“We are open seven days a week 
and we have a beautiful building in 
which they can hang. It will be a 
while before we are ready to ‘unveil’ 
the paintings.  It will take a while to 
get the wall ready and get the paint-
ings in place.  But we are looking 
forward to sharing them with visitors 
to Comer Library.”

Spears said that the library will 
put together information on each of 
the paintings for the public to see.  
Felker gave the library the right to 
use the paintings on its web site so 
that people across the country can 
see this beautiful, historic collection.
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Collaborating for Tourism Makes 
Dollars and Sense

By Suzette Jelinek

T ourism is a small word that can have a big 
payoff, and Macon County has the poten-
tial to see that big payoff.

There are many benefits to tourism for a com-
munity: more businesses, more jobs, more utilities’ 
customers and a more robust economy. The idea 
of energizing Macon County through tourism is 
an exciting prospect to many of this community’s 
political and business leaders.

The President of the Tuskegee Area Chamber 
of Commerce (TACC), Charles Thompson, says, “It is 
important for Macon County to work together as a 
team to build a healthy tourism industry.”  

The formula for success, according to Thompson is “…collaborations with 
established organizations in the utility and government sector, as well as other 
interested partners…building bridges through…tourism.” 

At presentations before the Utilities Board of Tuskegee (UBT) and the 
Tuskegee City Council, Thompson emphasized how blessed Macon County is to 
have so many tourism assets, namely the Washington Collection and Archives, 
Veil of Ignorance Monument, Carver Museum and the Tuskegee Airmen Museum. 

The assertion that this area is an attractive destination for tourists was 
echoed by David Silverstein, a speaker at the recent HisTourism Conference held 
at the Kellogg Conference Center and Hotel. Silverstein, a partner with Bayer 
Properties, developers of the Summit Shopping Center in Birmingham, is quoted 
in a published report as saying, “You’re going to be able to leverage heavily off 
the heritage in your community and a lot of communities can’t do that.” 

TACC assembled partners with a stake in Macon County’s future and put 
in place mechanisms for them to pool resources that will go towards tourism 
development. The short-term plan is to attract drive-in tourists from 150 to 200 
mile traveling distances. The economic impact of money spent by these visitors 
will ripple throughout Macon County. Thompson says restaurants, stores, Victo-
ryland, gas stations, and existing and future businesses will be strengthened fi-
nancially because of tourism expenditures. This will motivate more businesses to 
open, including hotels, which will allow visitors to spend more time enjoying the 
Macon County experience. In the long-term, this can transform the community. 

Mark Ennis, UBT’s General Manager, who is a partner in the tourism promo-
tion venture, agrees with Thompson regarding the collective approach to getting 
this process started.

“Collaboration like this is critical to the vitality of greater Macon County, 
its economic development, and most importantly, the customers we serve,” said 
Ennis. “From a utilities standpoint, more businesses mean more ratepayers, and 
this can contribute to a more stable environment for UBT customers. By assisting 
in this effort, our customers may see a benefit in their bill and in their commu-
nity in the long run. That’s our goal.” 

For more information on the tourism campaign, contact the Tuskegee Area 
Chamber of Commerce, (334) 727-6619. 
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People in the News
Opelika

John A. Seymour, Jr. earns 
Credentialed Manager’s 
status with ICMA

John A. Sey-
mour, Jr., City 
Administrator of 
the City of Opelika, 
recently received 
the Credentialed 
Manager designation 
from the Interna-

tional City/County 
Management Association (ICMA), the 
premier local government leadership 
and management organization. 

Seymour is qualified as an ICMA 
Credentialed Manager as a result of his 
years of professional local government 
executive training and experience.

Fairhope
Fairhope welcomes Scott 
Sligh as new Electric 
Superintendent
Scott Sligh, Fairhope’s new Electric 

Superintendent, brings a wealth of 
experience to the job, but he still has 
big shoes to fill. Sligh takes over from 
Aaron Norris, who has worked for the 
City of Fairhope for 35 years.

Fairhope Mayor Tim Kant said Nor-
ris built the department to serve the 
growing city.

Today, Fairhope Electric serves 
a customer base of nearly 6,500 
residences and businesses with a city 
population of approximately 16,000. 

John Seymour

Retiring Fairhope Electric Superintendent Aaron 
Norris (L) welcomes new Electric Superintendent 
Scott Sligh.

People in the News
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  Medical
pioneers
  made    
 here.

Sylacauga High School is tackling the shortage of health 
care workers head on. And not just in the classroom, but 
in the local hospital.

Health Occupation Teens (known as H.O.T.) learn to 
practice medicine with actual patients under expert supervision. 
The lessons range from measuring blood pressure to dealing with 
people physically and emotionally.

Since 2005, nearly 100 high schoolers have explored career op-
portunities in nursing, dentistry, emergency medicine, therapy and 
more. They’ve also picked up valuable tips in taking better care of 
themselves through exercise, nutrition and preventative care.

The school’s partnership with Coosa Valley Medical Center  
provides the real-world classroom for this vital learning experience.

“Having the students on our campus allows us to introduce them 
to careers in health care they would not otherwise be exposed to,” 
says Amy Price, vice president of patient care services.

It’s never too early to start caring for others.

Heart
&Soul

ALABAMA

la@leadershipal.org
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Places to Go and   
Things to Do

Alexander City
Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex. Beginning in May, the 

following programs will be offered: children and adult 
swimming lessons; children tennis lessons; Summer Day 
Camp for children; and adult softball teams.  For more 
information, call (256) 329-6736.

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex, Senior Activity Program 
Events. May 5, 5 p.m., Night Owl’s (Cards & Games); 
May 6, Trip to Jonesboro, GA, “Gone With the Wind” 
theme; May 8, Trip to the Talladega May Day Senior 
Celebration; May 21, In-House Rook Tournament; 
May 22, 3rd Annual ACPR Senior Celebration Day 
(if any businesses would like to contribute to this 
event, please call the Senior Activity Center at (256) 
329-2910. Help us show our appreciation to our Senior 
Citizens.)  June, July and August are devoted to our 
50+ Aquatic Exercise Program.  Free classes are offered, 
two times a day.  For more information, call Corley Holt 
at (256) 329-2910. 

Alexander City Horse Riding Club. May 17, Friends and 
Partners;  May 24  and June 14,  EAHA Fund Raiser;  
May 31,  Alexander City Club.  For more information, 
call Jimmy Avery at (256) 234-2925.

First Fridays: May 2 and June 6. Shop, Dine and Discover 
downtown Alexander City during extended hours each 
first Friday evening of the month.  Select downtown 
merchants stay open until 8 p.m. Enjoy featured 
events, music, shop specials and more. For more infor-
mation, call (256) 329-9227.

May 13, 1 p.m., Adelia M. Russell Library will host a Book 
Event with author, Sara (Candy) DuBose, who will pres-
ent her newest novel, “A Promise for Tomorrow”.

May 16 and 17. Third Annual Art Crawl. High Cotton An-
tique Market, Broad Street, Alexander City. Crawl your 
way through a fun-filled weekend of exciting art and 
artistry. For more information, call (256) 212-9454. 

May 25, 2 p.m., Alexander City Memorial Day Services. 
Join the Mayor and city leaders at the Veterans Memo-
rial Park at the Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex .

may 28-June 2, Alexander City Kiwanis Club Annual 
spring Fling benefiting local children’s charities. 
Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex. Entertainment for the 
whole family including rides and midway food special-
ties. For more information, call (256) 234-3461.

Alexander City Farmer’s Market. Saturdays in June through 
October.  Located at the fountain on Broad St. Local 
growers exhibit and sell their fruits, vegetables and 
plants. For more information, call (256) 329-9227.

June 2-6, Kitty Dark Kids Arts Camp. Benjamin Russell 
High School. The Kids Art Camp is an annual week-

long workshop for children going into grades 1 through 
7.  Please call ahead for tuition information, (256) 
215-4251.

June 8-10, 46th Annual Rock, Gem and Mineral Show. 
Wind Creek State Park. Featuring rocks, gems and min-
erals native to Alabama, as well as all types of jewelry.  
For more information, call (256) 234-3150.

June 13 and 14, 18th Annual Alexander City Jazz-Fest. 
Funded by local sponsors, the two-day event is free to 
the public. Friday night the event is held at Strand City 
Park on Tallapoosa Street. The Saturday night event is 
held at the Lake Martin Amphitheater, hosted by Rus-
sell Lands.  Call (256) 234-3461 for more information.

June 21, 8th Annual Turtle Race, Airport Pavilion. Proceeds 
from this year’s event will be donated to Alzheimer’s 
disease research. For more inf. call (256) 234-6464.

Dothan 
May 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Wiregrass Festival of Murals, 

downtown Dothan. Currently in its third year, this 
downtown event is touted as a “Celebration of the 
Arts” and features artists of several different mediums, 
including fine arts, crafts, music, theater, and other 
performing arts. Attractions include a “Kids Zone,” four 
stages with continuous entertainment, large vending 
area, and crafts for the family. Free admission for all. 
For more information check the web site at www.the-
maineventweb.com/murals, or call (334) 699-1475.

May 9 and 10, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., YellaWood Johnny Mack 
Brown Festival, Landmark Park, Dothan. Beginning its 
third year, the festival celebrates Dothan’s Hollywood 
hero with showings of his movies and memorabilia as 
well as roping and riding demonstrations, gunfight 
reenactments, cowboy poets, speed draw demonstra-
tions, and lots of live music. School kids have the run 
of the park Friday morning, then after lunch it will be 
open to the general public through Saturday afternoon. 
Friday night’s excitement will culminate with a barn 
dance. For more information, visit the web site at www.
JohnnyMackBrownFestival.com, or call (334) 699-1475.

May 17, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tri-State BBQ Festival, National 
Peanut Fairground, Dothan. A fundraiser for the Make-
A-Wish Foundation. The festival is a qualifier for the 
Triple Crown Cook-off and Jack Daniel’s Invitational. 
Attendees will be able to sample the competitor’s 
barbeque and vote on their favorites as well as visit the 
arts and crafts vendors, enjoy live music and a magic 
show, and kids can bring their swimsuits for the Kids 
Fun Zone. The cost is $10 for adults and children under 
12 get in free. For more information, visit the web site 
at www.TriStateBBQ.com, or call (334) 699-1475.

May 26, 2008, 2:45 p.m.-3:15 p.m. Memorial Day Service 
and Celebration, Sunset Memorial Park, Dothan. The 
event will consist of patriotic music and military salute, 
and complimentary flowers will be provided to decorate 
the graves. A meal following the service is free and 
open to the public. For more information, please call 
(334) 983-6604.

June 6, 12 noon, Wiregrass Sports Hall of Fame Golf 
Tournament, Highland Oaks Golf Course, Dothan. The 
tournament benefits Hawk-Houston Boys and Girls 
Club. It is a four-man scramble and costs $400 per team 
to enter. Current and former inductees to the Wiregrass 
Sports Hall of Fame will also play and be available for 
autographs. For more information, please call (334) 
699-1475.

July 4, 10 a.m. to dark, Family 4th Celebration, National 
Peanut Festival Fairgrounds in Dothan. Currently in 
its second year, the celebration boasts an antique 
and collector car show, arts and crafts vendors, Kids 
Fun Zone, motorcycle shows, ponies, live music, and 
a fireworks show at dark. Advance tickets available at 
Wiregrass Movie Gallery locations for $5 and children 12 
and under get in free with adult. For more information, 
visit the web site at www.Family4thCelebration.com, or 
call (334) 699-1475.

Foley
June 13 – 15, 4th Annual Gulf Coast Hot Air Balloon 

Festival, Hwy. 98 west, Foley. Enjoy balloon competi-
tions, arts and crafts, live entertainment, tether rides, a 
children’s village, and a croquet tournament. For details 
call (251) 943-3291, or visit www.gulfcoastballoonfesti-
val.com. This event was voted as one Southeast Tourism 
Society’s Top 20 Events for the month of June. 

Lanett
May 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Grand Re-Opening of Lanett Mu-

nicipal Airport and Armed Forces Appreciation Day. 
Fun-filled day for families with lots of food, music, and 
fly-in shows including F-16 fighter jets and parachut-
ists. Also at the event will be the VHF (Veterans Having 
Fun), which is comprised of 10 former and current 
military pilots with an average flying time each of over 
20,000 hours. General Aviation and War Birds will be on 
display for the public. Admission is free.

piedmont
June 28, 10 a.m., 5th Annual ‘A Tribute to Freedom 

Celebration’, Clyde H. Pike Civic Center, Piedmont. 
Activities will include moon walks, bucket truck rides, 
and much more. There will also be entertainment by 
Kelli Johnson, Kneckdown, and other local bands.  
Come join us for free food and activities for the whole 
family.  For more information, contact Keith Word at 
(256) 447-6734, or Ben Singleton at (256) 447-3582.

sylacauga
Comer museum will host an art exhibit for the Talladega City 

Schools during the month of May. 
Comer museum will host the Mike Rogers Congressional 

Student Art Competition for District 3 the first week of 
May.  A reception will be held Saturday, May 10.

Comer museum will host an art exhibit of paintings by 
Judy Hartsfield during the month of June.  A reception 
for Ms. Hartsfield will be held on Thursday, June 12.


