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T hirty-six Alabama cit-
ies have public power 
utilities that provide 

electricity to their citizens. They 
range in size from cities like 
Huntsville to cities that serve 
fewer than 2,000 meters.

Like citizens in more than 
2,000 communities across the 
United States, these Alabama 
citizens choose to provide elec-
tric service through public power systems. Not-for-profit 
electric utilities are accountable to the customers they 
serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power 
needs for 44 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and 
sewer departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public 
power systems are rooted in the American tradition of 
local people providing for their basic community needs. 
Public power systems provide service — electricity at not-
for-profit prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for com-
munity economic development. So is its ability to provide 
stream-lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that 
encourage existing business customers to maintain and 
expand their operations and attract new business. Strong, 
stable employers mean strong, stable jobs for local citi-
zens.

Some electric power companies come and go...

From the Editor

Spring is such a beautiful time of 
year, but it can also be a time when 
severe weather can wreak havoc in 

our state.
In Alabama, we can experience a va-

riety of weather catastrophes: ice storms, 
tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, hur-
ricanes, tropical storms, floods, etc. And, 
severe weather can effect power delivery 
across the entire state. All of these factors can result in 
extended power outages. When outages do occur, your 
municipal electric system responds immediately and works 
as quickly as possible to restore your service.

Where will your family be when disaster strikes? They 
could be anywhere — at work, at school, or in the car. How 

will you find each other? Will you know if your children 
are safe? Disaster may force you to evacuate your neigh-
borhood or confine you to your home. What would you do 
if basic services — water, gas, electricity, or telephones — 
were cut off?

You can help your family “weather” the storm by 
preparing them and your home before an outage occurs. 
Inside this issue, you will find a Storm Watch tip sheet 
(see Pages 8-9). This Storm Watch tip sheet can help you 
be better prepared when Mother Nature throws something 
unexpected at you. 

Lisa Miller
AMEA Director of Communications

(L to R): Employees of the City of Piedmont serve on your Local 
Communications Committee. The committee serves as the “ears 
and eyes” of your community for the Alabama Currents and other 
communications efforts to keep you informed about your municipal 
electric system. Shown are (L to R) Casey Ponder, Bill Fann, 
Michelle Franklin, Paul Needham and Ben Singleton.
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Fairhope is one lucky city. The city celebrates its Centennial not once, but 
twice. In 1994, the city celebrated the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Fairhope Colony of the Single Tax Association. This year, the citizens will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the City of Fairhope. 

On April 25, 1908, the town of Fairhope was incorporated, with Dr. Harry 
S. Greeno as the first Mayor. 

The City of Fairhope and the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation worked 
together on the new Fairhope Museum of History that will be a centerpiece of 
the centennial celebration. 

The Spanish Mission Revival-style building was originally constructed in 
1927 to serve as City Hall and most recently served the city as the old police 
station. Last year, the Single Tax Corporation took possession of the building 
for construction, doubling the size with an addition that mirrors the original 
building. The deed for the building will transfer back to the City when work is 
complete. (Older photos on cover courtesy of the Fairhope Single Tax Association).

ON THE COVER: CITY OF FAIRHOPE CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL
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As I write this column in Febru-
ary for the March/April Alabama 
Currents, the Alabama Legisla-

ture is now in session. Many bills will 
come before the House and Senate by 
the time the session ends in May.

For electric utilities in Alabama, 
including the Alabama Municipal 
Electric Authority (AMEA), all eyes 
are focused on a comprehensive group 
of energy policy bills, which have been introduced to the 
Legislature by the Permanent Joint Legislative Commit-
tee on Energy. This committee was formed during the last 
legislative session.

The Permanent Joint Legislative Committee on Energy 
was charged to develop a state policy on energy that will 
support dependable, efficient, economical and sustainable 
energy systems capable of supporting the needs of Ala-
bama.

The committee, comprised of legislators, represen-
tatives from energy companies, private businesses and 
energy experts from a variety of fields, including AMEA and 
Electric Cities of Alabama, was charged to develop this poli-
cy based on strategies recommended by its various working 
subcommittees. Some of goals and objectives of the plan 

In My Opinion
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AMEA partners with ENERGY STAR®

T he Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA) has partnered with 
ENERGY STAR®, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s voluntary 
program that offers consumers energy efficient solutions to control 

energy usage, save money and protect the environment. 
Through the partnership, AMEA, on behalf of its 11 Member cities, is join-

ing a nationwide effort to eliminate energy waste by promoting energy efficient 
appliances, building techniques and home improvements, along with energy 
management strategies for homes and businesses. ENERGY STAR is a voluntary, 
market-based partnership to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through energy 
efficiency. Today, the ENERGY STAR label can be found on more than 50 differ-
ent kinds of products, as well as new and existing homes. 

In 2006 alone, ENERGY STAR helped Americans save more than $14 billion 
on their energy bills and avoid greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to 25 mil-
lion vehicles. 

“Today, we begin a new partnership with ENERGY STAR and continue our 
long-standing partnership with our Members and their customers to help them 
conserve energy,” said Fred Clark, AMEA President & CEO. “It’s a simple concept: a kilowatt of energy conserved is a 
kilowatt that is not paid for; a kilowatt with no environmental footprint; and a kilowatt that can help maintain a 
reliable supply.”

“In the spirit of partnership, we will continue to research and identify a number of new programs to help our 
Members’ customers use electricity more efficiently and drive those efforts to a new level,” Clark added.

include diversifying Alabama’s energy supply; developing 
efficiency and conservation programs; and encouraging 
producers of clean energy technologies and producers of 
energy efficient products to locate their business opera-
tions in Alabama.

During this legislative session, we hope our leaders 
will adopt this statewide energy plan. We remain optimistic 
that the state will move forward on this effort.

AMEA will continue to keep a watchful eye on state 
and federal legislative measures that might impact our in-
dustry. We will also continue to encourage legislation that 
is balanced between protecting the environment and the 
impact of potential costs to you, the customer.

We have found that by balancing our desire for ef-
ficient operations with a genuine concern for the environ-
ment, we can continue our progress toward achieving our 
future power supply needs economically.

AMEA is committed to a balanced power supply pro-
gram that promotes harmony with our environment, at 
the lowest cost to our Member cities and the citizens they 
serve.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO



The R-Value Myth
By Doug Rye

H ello again. I told you that 
spring would soon be here.

I just love springtime. I 
also love helping folks have lower 
utility bills and more comfortable 
homes. I have enjoyed the calls that 
I have received from you about the 
first two articles in Alabama Cur-
rents. While you have only known 
me for two articles, I have been 

teaching energy efficiency for over 20 years.
I first started studying home energy usage in an ef-

fort to help low-income families. It soon became apparent 
that people of all income levels preferred comfort and 
lower utility bills. It seems to be an even more important 
topic now more than ever.

I will probably conduct over 100 seminars this year. 
My weekly radio show is now heard in 17 states. Man, 
who would have ever “thunk” it?

It will take me many articles to teach you all that I 
have learned. Are you ready?

One thing that I learned very early was that it is 
very difficult for adults to change. I also learned that 
most things that we are told about energy efficiency 
are an effort to sell you a product. The real truth is 
sometimes difficult to find. The main reason that people 
believe me is because I don’t sell products; I just teach 
what I have learned.

Let’s talk a little about R-Values as related to insula-
tion. R-Value is an assigned number that measures the 
resistance to heat flow of a product. Basically, I think 
R-Value is a myth. There are too many examples where it 
just doesn’t add up.

A thermos bottle has no insulation and almost no 
R-Value, but yet it keeps your coffee hot or your tea cold 
for several hours. How can it do that? Have you ever won-
dered how it knows which to do? (Just a little humor!).

A foam cup with coffee from your favorite fast food 
stop is only about 1/16-inch thick with an R-Value of 
only about .3. The coffee is about 160 degrees. A really 
hot liquid in a cup with almost no R-Value and your hand 
is not hot. How can this be? It just doesn’t add up.

I will be on a jet plane in two hours of writing this 
article. The outdoor temperature at 30,000 feet will be 
about minus 30. The walls of the jet are only about three 
inches thick and the walls will not even feel cool. How 
can this be? It just doesn’t add up.

You see there is more to the performance of insula-
tion than R-Value.

It is springtime and we don’t really care about insula-
tion right now. However by the next article, which will 
be in the May/June issue of Alabama Currents, it will be 
summer and we will care. I’ll teach you more then.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-
lance writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-
efficiency information and tips to help customers maxi-
mize their energy dollars. Have a question for Doug? 
Contact him at (501) 653-7931, or www.dougrye.com
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In recent years, recycling has evolved from the stan-
dards of paper, plastic, glass, and aluminum into the 
complex world of electronics. Today’s electronics have 

not only commingled many common recyclable materi-
als with new ones, but they have also included some 
materials that are very harmful. To make matters worse, 
advances in technology cause these household electron-
ics to become obsolete more rapidly every year. This may 
be good for the tech savvy, but it is detrimental to the 
environment.

Electronics Recycling, or e-cycling, centers on two 
concerns: decreasing the use of landfill space and proper 
disposal of hazardous materials. According to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, computer monitors and 
older TV picture tubes contain an average of four pounds 
of lead and require special handling at the end of their 
lives. In addition to lead, electronics can contain chro-
mium, cadmium, mercury, beryllium, nickel, zinc, and 
brominated flame retardants.  As electronics become out-
dated, many consumers simply store them in their closet 
or place them in the trash not knowing how to dispose 
of them. Most household electronics, even non-working 
items, can be broken down into their original materials 
of plastics, steel, aluminum, precious metals, and glass. 
Recycling electronics saves energy, keeps valuable re-
sources from being placed in landfills and sends valuable 
recovered materials to be made into new products. The 
proper disposal of electronic waste will also help protect 
our natural resources and Alabama’s environment. 

There are many resources throughout the nation and 
the State of Alabama that can recycle your electronics. 
Most major cities throughout the state will have electron-
ics collection events throughout the year. If you have 
unwanted electronics, contact your local recycling coor-
dinator to see if they accept electronics or have e-cycling 
events planned for the future. For more information, con-
tact the Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division 
of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community 
Affairs at (800) 392-8098.

Recycling has  
evolved to  
electronics
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__ 1. The average household spends $1,500 a year on energy bills. 
Choose the one group of products that costs the most on your 
monthly energy bills.

 A. HVAC, appliances and water heater.
 B. HVAC, water heater and lighting.
 C. Water heater, appliances and lighting.

__ 2. Does your home suffer from any of the following?
 A. Comfortable—no drafts.
 B. Minor drafts—mostly around doors.
 C. Major drafts around windows, drafty rooms and/or cold floors.
 D. Moisture on windows, mildew and damp basement.
 E. Two to three of the above.

__ 3. What initial step should you take to help reduce energy costs 
around the house?

 A. Locate and seal up drafts around doors, windows, baseboards 
with caulk or weather stripping.

 B. Add insulation to the attic and basement, such as open wall tops 
and ducts.

 C. Turn off heating and air conditioning system when you are away.

__ 4. Heating and cooling systems should be checked by a licensed 
contractor…

 A. Seasonally
 B. Annually
 C. When equipment is inefficient or no longer works properly.

__ 5. Do you have a thermostat and, if so, is it…
 A. Programmable—and I use it with the proper settings so that it 

automatically adjusts my home’s temperature setting when I’m 
asleep or not at home.

 B. Programmable—but I override the settings when I get home, or 
wake up to change my home’s temperature quickly.

 C. I have a manual thermostat. When I remember, I set it back be-
fore I leave the house for a long period of time.

__ 6. When is the best time to use a ceiling fan?
 A. Ceiling fans help save energy and keep you comfortable in both 

winter and summer.
 B. Ceiling fans work best in summer, when it’s hot outside.
 C. In winter, when warm air needs to circulate in the house.

__ 7. Just as a tune-up for your car can improve gas mileage, 
your home heating and cooling systems also require regular 
maintenance to perform efficiently and safely. What is the 
most important thing you can do yourself to maintain your 
system?

 A. Replace or clean your air filters and vents in the heating and 
cooling equipment.

 B. Make sure heating vents, baseboard heaters and radiators are not 
blocked by furniture.

 C. Turn the thermostat up to heat my home quickly in the winter; 
lower the thermostat drastically to cool off quickly in the 
summer.

 D. None of the above.

__ 8. Do you use energy-efficient lights (e.g. compact fluorescent 
lamps or CFLs) in your home, and if so, how many?

 A. 5 or more
 B. 1 to 5
 C. None
 D. I thought fluorescents were only for office buildings.



Cooler temperatures are here and so are higher energy costs associated with 
keeping warm during the cold winter months. Based on these questions alone, 

you could lower your electric bill and save money.

Test Your Energy KnowledgeTest Your Energy Knowledge

How Did You Do?
1. If you scored mostly “A”s, you are ENERGY SAVVY
2. If you scored mostly “A”s and “B”s, you are ON THE RIGHT TRACK
3. If you scored mostly “C”s , “D”s and “E”s, HELP IS ON THE WAY

You have probably noticed some real “energy drains” in your home, but don’t 
know how easy it can be to improve your home’s overall energy performance and 
save on your utility bill each month. For more information on keeping your home 
comfortable year-round, get the ENERGY STAR Guide to Energy-Efficient Cooling 
and Heating at www.energystar.gov/hvacguide or call (888) 782-7937.

SOURCE: EPA ENERGY-STAR® Program, www.energystar.gov

CAEC is looking out for you by helping you manage your energy.

8 | JANUARY 2006 | Alabama Living 

Now more important than ever

Warmer temperatures are on the way an so to are higher evergy costs associated
 with keeping cool during the spring and summer. By takinig action, based on these 

questions alone, you can greatly lower your electric bill and save a lot of money. 



Save energy year around with 
ENERGY STAR® products

Your municipal electric system 
encourages you to take action in your 
home to be more energy efficient. 
There are five places you can look 
for home energy savings: sealing 
and insulating; heating efficiently; 
changing lights; powering down 
home electronics; and looking for the 
ENERGY STAR® on new products.

The average American house-
hold spends $1,500 annually on 
energy bills. Almost half of that 
energy goes to heating and cooling 

your home. Lighting and appliances represent about a quarter and 
home electronic products like computers, TVs and cell phone char-
gers take a significant and growing share of what is left. There are 
ways to become more energy efficient in all these areas.

Seal up your home
One of the most cost-effective ways to reduce energy bills 

is to seal holes, cracks and openings in your home and then add 
insulation to stop the flow of heat through the walls and ceiling. 
Consider the following steps:

 Weather-strip and insulate your attic hatch or door to prevent •	
warm air from escaping out the top of your house.
 Seal holes in the attic that lead down into the house, such as •	
open wall tops and duct, plumbing or electrical runs.
 Weather-strip doors and windows that do not seal tightly. Use •	
foam gaskets around electrical outlets (under the plates) to 
reduce drafts.

Replace air filter 
Your cooling/heating system works hard during the summer 

to keep you cool and in the winter to keep you warm. 
 Replace your furnace air filter before the cooling or heating •	
season begins as a dirty filter reduces air flow which makes 
your system work harder to deliver air to the registers. The 
filters should be changed every one to three months and the 
outdoor coil should be cleaned every year. 
 Be sure your ducts are delivering all the air they can. If you •	
can see the duct seams where the metal comes together, seal 
these joints with shiny foil tape with a UL-181 label (this label 
is very important) or duct mastic (also called duct sealant). 
This is especially important for the ducts that you can see in 
your basement or attic.
 Call a heating/cooling dealer or contractor to service your •	
system. Ask your contractor to check your duct system also.

Look for ENERGY STAR
The government’s ENERGY STAR is on more than 40 different 

kinds of products in the home, including lighting, home electron-
ics, heating and cooling equipment and appliances. ENERGY STAR 
qualifying products provide the features and performance you 
want while helping you save energy and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

For more information about ENERGY STAR, visit www.energys-
tar.gov.

Keep safe when using outdoor 
power tools

Spring is the time to get out and get 
working in the yard. According to U. S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission more 
than 145,000 people are treated in emergency 
rooms for injuries by garden tools. Please 
keep in mind the following precautions from 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. before you 
head out with your tools.

 Before using any appliance or tool, read •	
and follow the manufacturer’s use and 
care instructions.
 Before each use, inspect tools for frayed •	
power cords and cracked or broken 
casings. If the product is damaged, DON’T 
use it or attempt to repair it yourself. 
Return the product or have a qualified 
repair shop examine it.
 Always wear proper attire. Keep your •	
clothing, hands and feet away from 
cutting blades at all times. Never wear 
jewelry when working with tools. Always 
wear safety glasses.
 Pay attention to warning markings. Don’t •	
allow tools to get wet unless they are 
labeled “Submersible.” When using tools 
outside, make sure they are appropriate 
for outdoor use.
 Never alter a product or remove safety •	
features such as blade guards or electric 
plug grounding pins.
 Use only properly rated outdoor extension •	
cords with outdoor electrical tools.
 Check the switch on a power tool or •	
garden appliance to make sure it’s “OFF” 
before you plug it in.
 Unplug all portable electrically operated •	
power tools when not in use. These tools 
contain electricity even when turned 
“OFF” but still plugged in.
 Have a qualified technician install ground •	
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) receptacles 
in all outdoor outlets. After installation, 
test your GFCIs monthly.
 Never carry an appliance by the cord, and •	
never yank the cord when removing it 
from a receptacle. When disconnecting 
the cord, always grasp the plug - not the 
wire. Keep the cord away from heat, oil 
and sharp edges.

Source: Underwriters Laboratories Inc.
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If you must
evacuate,

leave as quickly as pos-

sible. Unplug your

appliances, but leave on

your refrigerator. Turn

off the main water

valve. If time allows,

move furniture to a

higher place. Take

sleeping bags, blan-

kets, warm protective

clothing, emergency

supplies, eating utensils

and identification show-

ing proof of residency.

Tell somebody where

you are going.
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Store valuables in a waterproof con-
tainer at the highest point in your home. 

Make two photocopies of vital documents
and keep the originals in a safe deposit
box. Keep one copy in a safe place in the
house, and give the second copy to some-
one out-of-town.  Vital documents include
birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, credit card numbers, financial
records, wills and trusts.

Install smoke alarms on each level of your
home, especially near bedrooms. Use the
test button to test them once a month.
Replace batteries at least once a year.

If a family member relies on life sup-
port equipment, make sure your
 utility knows ahead of time.

Fill bathtubs, sinks, and jugs with clean
water in case water becomes contami-
nated.

Pick a "safe" room in the house, usual-
ly a first-floor interior hallway, room or
closet without windows.

Plan home escape routes. 

Check and protect objects that could
cause harm during a bad storm: book-
shelf, hanging pictures, gas appliances,
chemicals. 

Write and videotape an inventory of your
home,garage, and surrounding property.
Include information such as serial
numbers, make and model numbers,
physical descriptions, and price of pur-
chases (receipts, if possible). Store a copy
somewhere away from home, such as in
a safe deposit box.

Keep a portable, battery-operated radio
or television and extra batteries.

Post emergency telephone numbers.

Show adult family members where your
fire extinguishers are and how they work.

Make a plan for family members to reunite
if separated (if children are at school and
adults are at work). Designate an out-of-
state relative or friend as a contact per-
son and make sure everybody in the fam-
ily knows how to reach the person. 

Teach all responsible family members how
and when to turn off the water, gas, and
electricity at the main switches or valves.
Keep a wrench near gas and water shut-
off valves. Turn off utilities only if you sus-
pect a leak or damaged lines, or if you are
instructed to do so by authorities.

I n s i d e

12

10

O u t s i d e
Trim dead or weak branches from sur-
rounding trees. Do not leave them for
curbside pickup during a storm watch.

Moor boat securely, store it upside down
against a wall or move it to a safer place.
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat trailer
with strong rope.

Protect your windows with custom-fit
shutters or 5/8-inch plywood. Check with
your local building inspector.

Keep roof drains clear.

If you live in a flood-prone area, elevate
or move structures to higher ground.

Bring indoors objects that may be blown
or swept away, such as lawn furniture,
trash cans, children’s toys, garden
equipment, clotheslines and hanging
plants.

Lower water level in pool 6 inches. Add
extra chlorine. Turn off electricity to pool
equipment and wrap up any exposed 
filter pumps with a waterproof covering.

Plan how to take care of your pets. If
you must evacuate, it is best to take your
pets with you, but most shelters will not
allow them. Large animals in barns
should have plenty of food and water.

If a storm is pending, fuel your vehicle.

Keep a smaller Disaster Supply Kit 
(see next page) in the trunk of each car. 

Keep sliding glass doors wedged shut in
high wind.

If you use a portable generator, make
sure you know what loads it can han-
dle, including start-up wattage. If you
connect the generator to a household
circuit, you must have a double-pole,
double-throw transfer switch installed
between the generator and outside
power, or the “backfeed” could seriously
harm or kill utility line workers.

Remove outdoor antennas, after unplug-
ging televisions.

6
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STORM WATCHSTORM WATCH
How to prepare your family and property for severe weatherHow to prepare your family and property for severe weather
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RESOURCE INFORMATION
Federal Emergency American Red Cross
Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office
500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20472 Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520
www.fema.gov www.redcross.org
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A DISASTER SUPPLY KIT (recommended by the American Red Cross)
Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink your kit and family needs at least once a year.

(Replace batteries, update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing prescription medications.

Emergency food & drinking water 
At least one change of clothes 
Baby food, diapers & formula 
Batteries 
Bleach (without lemon or additives) 
Books, magazines, cards & games 
Butane lighters 
Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 
Car keys.
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Clock (non-electric) 
Cooler (with ice)
Duct & masking tape 
Extension cords 
Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 
Flashlight 
Grill or camp stove
Heavy plastic (for roof if damaged)
Lantern with extra fuel 
Manual can opener 
Matches 
Medicines

Glasses or contact lens supplies 
Mosquito repellent 
Personal identification
Pet food 
Phone numbers of places you could go
Plastic trash bags 
Radio (battery-operated) or TV
Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 
Soap & shampoo 
Sturdy shoes 
Toilet paper & towelettes 
Tool kit including hammer,crowbar,
nails, saw, gloves, etc.
Water purification tablets

2
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Store valuables in a waterproof con-
tainer at the highest point in your home. 

Make two photocopies of vital documents
and keep the originals in a safe deposit
box. Keep one copy in a safe place in the
house, and give the second copy to some-
one out-of-town.  Vital documents include
birth and marriage certificates, tax
records, credit card numbers, financial
records, wills and trusts.

Install smoke alarms on each level of your
home, especially near bedrooms. Use the
test button to test them once a month.
Replace batteries at least once a year.

If a family member relies on life sup-
port equipment, make sure your
 utility knows ahead of time.

Fill bathtubs, sinks, and jugs with clean
water in case water becomes contami-
nated.

Pick a "safe" room in the house, usual-
ly a first-floor interior hallway, room or
closet without windows.

Plan home escape routes. 

Check and protect objects that could
cause harm during a bad storm: book-
shelf, hanging pictures, gas appliances,
chemicals. 

Write and videotape an inventory of your
home,garage, and surrounding property.
Include information such as serial
numbers, make and model numbers,
physical descriptions, and price of pur-
chases (receipts, if possible). Store a copy
somewhere away from home, such as in
a safe deposit box.

Keep a portable, battery-operated radio
or television and extra batteries.

Post emergency telephone numbers.

Show adult family members where your
fire extinguishers are and how they work.

Make a plan for family members to reunite
if separated (if children are at school and
adults are at work). Designate an out-of-
state relative or friend as a contact per-
son and make sure everybody in the fam-
ily knows how to reach the person. 

Teach all responsible family members how
and when to turn off the water, gas, and
electricity at the main switches or valves.
Keep a wrench near gas and water shut-
off valves. Turn off utilities only if you sus-
pect a leak or damaged lines, or if you are
instructed to do so by authorities.

I n s i d e

12

10

O u t s i d e
Trim dead or weak branches from sur-
rounding trees. Do not leave them for
curbside pickup during a storm watch.

Moor boat securely, store it upside down
against a wall or move it to a safer place.
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat trailer
with strong rope.

Protect your windows with custom-fit
shutters or 5/8-inch plywood. Check with
your local building inspector.

Keep roof drains clear.

If you live in a flood-prone area, elevate
or move structures to higher ground.

Bring indoors objects that may be blown
or swept away, such as lawn furniture,
trash cans, children’s toys, garden
equipment, clotheslines and hanging
plants.

Lower water level in pool 6 inches. Add
extra chlorine. Turn off electricity to pool
equipment and wrap up any exposed 
filter pumps with a waterproof covering.

Plan how to take care of your pets. If
you must evacuate, it is best to take your
pets with you, but most shelters will not
allow them. Large animals in barns
should have plenty of food and water.

If a storm is pending, fuel your vehicle.

Keep a smaller Disaster Supply Kit 
(see next page) in the trunk of each car. 

Keep sliding glass doors wedged shut in
high wind.

If you use a portable generator, make
sure you know what loads it can han-
dle, including start-up wattage. If you
connect the generator to a household
circuit, you must have a double-pole,
double-throw transfer switch installed
between the generator and outside
power, or the “backfeed” could seriously
harm or kill utility line workers.

Remove outdoor antennas, after unplug-
ging televisions.

6

11

STORM WATCHSTORM WATCH
How to prepare your family and property for severe weatherHow to prepare your family and property for severe weather
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RESOURCE INFORMATION
Federal Emergency American Red Cross
Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office
500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20472 Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520
www.fema.gov www.redcross.org
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A DISASTER SUPPLY KIT (recommended by the American Red Cross)
Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink your kit and family needs at least once a year.

(Replace batteries, update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing prescription medications.

Emergency food & drinking water 
At least one change of clothes 
Baby food, diapers & formula 
Batteries 
Bleach (without lemon or additives) 
Books, magazines, cards & games 
Butane lighters 
Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 
Car keys.
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Clock (non-electric) 
Cooler (with ice)
Duct & masking tape 
Extension cords 
Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 
Flashlight 
Grill or camp stove
Heavy plastic (for roof if damaged)
Lantern with extra fuel 
Manual can opener 
Matches 
Medicines

Glasses or contact lens supplies 
Mosquito repellent 
Personal identification
Pet food 
Phone numbers of places you could go
Plastic trash bags 
Radio (battery-operated) or TV
Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 
Soap & shampoo 
Sturdy shoes 
Toilet paper & towelettes 
Tool kit including hammer,crowbar,
nails, saw, gloves, etc.
Water purification tablets

2
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TO REPORT POWER OUTAGE  
Day Time (256) 409-2080   

After Hours/Holidays – Call Police Dept. (256) 234-3421
DO NOT CALL 911

Alexander City Automotive Shop employees are (L to R) Tim Oliver, David 
Colley, Jesse Duck, Brandon Black and Bobby Smith.

WATTS NEW IN

Alexander City

WATTS NEW IN

Fairhope

WATTS NEW IN

Sylacauga

WATTS NEW IN

Opelika

WATTS NEW IN

WATTS NEW AT

Piedmont

WATTS NEW AT 

Utilities Board
of Tuskegee

WATTS NEW IN

Luverne

WATTS NEW IN

Lanett

WATTS NEW IN

Dothan

Riviera Utilities

Riviera Utilities announces 
2007 Employee of the Year

By David Horton

“When it 
comes to 
making 

the decision 
for Employee 
of the Year, it 
is never easy,”  
said Riviera 
Utilities Gen-
eral Manager 
Mike Dugger. 
“We have so 
many out-
standing Em-
ployees of the Month to choose from that it becomes 
a tremendous challenge. However, one individual 
always seems to bring out the best in themselves 
and takes the lead in the selection process. Randy 
LeDrew just happened to be that person this past 
year.”

“What I like about Randy is his positive at-
titude,” said Dugger. “Randy’s peers and supervisor 
tell me that he always stands willing and able to do 
any task that is asked of him and he gives his best 
to do it.  Even though he has the experience, knowl-
edge, ability, and willingness, I like the fact that he 
does them all with a positive attitude. That goes a 
long way with your fellow employees. Attitude is an 
important key to a successful person. I really believe 
that.”

“Randy is a great role model for our younger 
employees when it comes to having the right stuff 
for any job,” he added.

LeDrew looked quite surprised upon the an-
nouncement of his name as the 2007 Employee of 
the Year.

“I am honored and proud to receive this award. 
I work with some great people and there are a lot of 
others who could have been selected. I just want to 
say how proud I am and I want to thank all my co-
workers. It is because of others and their work that I 
receive this award.”

Employees selected Employee of the Month 
during the year were: Carol Hayes, December 2006;  
Alan Russell, January; Mark Lucassen, February; 
Pam Ryan, March; Marcus Ambrose, April; Albert 
Millenes, May; Sammy Wells, June; Kerin Kincey, 
July; Randy LeDrew, August; Wesley McKenzie, 
September; Latonya Burns, October and Danny Scott, 
November. 

Mike Dugger (L), General Manager, Riviera Utili-
ties, congratulates Randy LeDrew as the Utilities’ 
2007 Employee of the Year.

By Joann Mathis

T he five fulltime employees of the Alexander City Auto-
motive Shop are always ready to serve the city by main-
taining all city vehicles and equipment, or by assisting 

other city departments with their vehicles and equipment, 
or by fabricating items that are needed. Some of these items 
include building racks for trucks, security bars, culvert pipe or 
storm drain covers.

Superintendent Brandon Black and Assistant Superinten-
dent David Colley, along with Jesse Duck, Bobby Smith and Tim 
Oliver, maintain all city vehicles and equipment. These range 
from weed eaters, lawn mowers, police cars, ambulance, fire and 
bucket trucks, and heavy equipment including bulldozers.

Safety is a top priority. They keep all city vehicles and 
equipment working with safety in mind.

Shop employees, who are on-call 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, are also involved in community activities, such 
as the train they built to be used in the Christmas parade. The 
train is now being used at the Charles E. Bailey Sportplex to 
shuttle people during Octoberfest and other events. For the 
past several years, shop employees have built a float for Santa 
and Mrs. Claus to ride in during the Christmas parade.

As for the future, shop employees will be involved in ad-
ditional training in relation to their job responsibilities. Black 
plans to attend or send someone to the Ford Diesel Program 
and a hydraulic school this year. In January, Black and other 
city employees attended the American Public Work Association 
four-day meeting in Athens, GA.

City automotive shop 
employees are ready to serve



DeLee named  
Lanett’s new 

Superintendent of Utilities
By City Councilman Kyle McCoy

A  passing of the torch occurred in the City of 
Lanett as the City Council named David DeLee 
the new Superintendent of Utilities (Electri-

cal and Gas). DeLee replaces life-long resident Larry 
“Fotchie” Ray as head of the department.

Ray began his career with the city on Oct. 
16, 1978, as a meter reader. Ray’s hard work and 
dedication to the citizens of Lanett was finally re-
warded when he was appointed by the City Council 
as Superintendent of Utilities.

DeLee began his career with the city as a line-
man and then as Ray’s assistant. DeLee’s profes-
sionalism and first-hand knowledge of the intrica-
cies of the Lanett system made him the obvious 
choice to replace Ray.

DeLee expressed his appreciation to the City 
Council and to the citizens of Lanett for entrust-
ing him with this responsibility. 

He also gave special thanks to Ray for his 
guidance and patience in training him for this new 
opportunity. “Had it not been for Fotchie Ray, I 
would not be given this opportunity”

Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley commented on 
the appointment of DeLee, “I want the citizens 
of Lanett to rest assure that under David’s guid-
ance, the Lanett Utility Department will continue 
to be one of the finest utility departments in the 
state, and that the City of Lanett is committed to 
providing cost effective, quality electricity to our 
community.”
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Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley (L) congratulates David DeLee, the new Su-
perintendent of Utilities for the City of Lanett, as DeLee’s wife, Cindy, 
and daughter, Faith, look on. 
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Opelika Light & Power to 
launch statement billing

By Jan H. Gunter

C urrently, Opelika Light & Power (OLP) customers 
receive their power bills on postcard-sized invoices. 
These postcards are full of information, but because 

of their size, it’s not always easy for some of our customers 
to decipher all of the information packed on the mail outs.  

That’s all about to change. Opelika Light & Power 
Department will have the capability of sending bill state-
ments (letters), completely replacing the postcard system. 
While the exact billing date has yet to be determined, OLP 
Director Jerry Posey said the new system of billing could 
come as early as April or May.

The reason for the new system is simple: by switching 
to statement billing, OLP can provide much more informa-
tion about the account to the customer, in a much easier-
to-read format, according to Posey. The new statements 
will provide a bar chart showing monthly usage history, 
the current month’s usage, the last month’s usage and the 
usage for the same period a year ago so that customers can 
better monitor (and manage) their energy usage. 

The new statements will also include the usual infor-
mation: due dates for payments, penalty charges, if not 
paid on time, and reconnect charges if services have been 
terminated. And, since the statement will be in a sealed 
envelope with a return envelope, OLP will be able to mail 
information to customers about energy savings and safety 
tips, up-to-date information about power cost adjust-
ment (PCA), cut off dates and other timely information – 
something OLP can only offer on the city’s website, www.
opelika.org, right now.  

The new statement system will also give the city the 
capability to implement a Project SHARE type program. 
Project SHARE will give all of our customers the option of 
contributing a dollar or more to a fund that will potentially 
assist other customers with their power bills during eco-
nomic hardships.  (A program that could be administered 
by the Lee County Red Cross, United Way or another similar 
organization.) 

Another benefit of statement is that it gives the City 
of Opelika the means of sending monthly updates on news 
items and information of interest to Opelika citizens on 
happenings within the city. 

Currently, the city publishes a quarterly newsletter 
called On Track. There are no plans to abolish On Track; 
however it will only be published twice a year and be 
supplemented by monthly letters to citizens in the billing 
cycles. An added bonus of sending information to citizens 
this way is the city will save money in postage.

We believe that this new system will strengthen the 
communication system between the City of Opelika and our 
citizens, and allow us the opportunity to better serve our 
community as a whole, Posey added.
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Tuskegee University demonstrates prominence
By Eugenia R. Echols Gardner, Ph.D.

The Booker T. Washington Monument, “Lifting the Veil”

T uskegee University is an in-
dependent and state-related 
institution of higher educa-

tion. Its programs serve a student 
body that is coeducational as well as 
racially, ethnically and religiously 
diverse. With a strong orientation to-
ward disciplines which highlight the 
relationship between education and 
work force preparation in the scienc-
es, professions and technical areas, 
Tuskegee University also emphasizes 
the importance of the liberal arts as 
a foundation for successful careers in 
all areas. Accordingly, all academic 
majors stress the mastery of a re-
quired core of liberal arts courses.

Tuskegee University is located in 
Tuskegee, which is 40 miles east of 
the Alabama State Capitol in Mont-
gomery and is within easy driving 
distance to the cities of Birmingham, 
Alabama, and Atlanta, Georgia.

The academic programs are 
organized into five Colleges: (1) The 
College of Agricultural, Environmen-
tal and Natural Sciences; (2) The 
College of Business and Information 
Science; (3) The College of Engineer-
ing, Architecture, and Physical Sci-
ences; (4) The College of Liberal Arts 
and Education; and (5) The College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Nursing and Al-
lied Health. The curricula for the five 
colleges currently offer 49 degrees 
including 35 Bachelor’s, 12 Master’s, 
a Doctor of Philosophy in Materials 
Science and Engineering, Doctor of 
Philosophy in Integrative Biosciences, 
and the Doctor of Veterinary Medi-
cine.

Graduate instruction leading to 
the Master’s degree and Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree is offered in three 
of the five colleges.

The University is accredited by 
the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools; and the following programs 
are accredited by their respective 
professional bodies: Business, Educa-
tion, Engineering, Clinical Labora-
tory Sciences, Nursing, Occupational 
Therapy, Social Work, and Veterinary 
Medicine. Of special note is the 
fact that Tuskegee University is the 
only independent, historically black 
university with four engineering 
programs that are nationally accred-
ited by the Accreditation Board of 
Engineering and Technology (ABET), 
the major accrediting body for the 
engineering sciences. Also, Tuskegee 
University’s chemistry program is 
one of only a few among Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities that is 
approved by the American Chemical 
Society. Furthermore, the Dietetics 
Program is approved by the American 
Dietetic Association and the Food 
Science Program is approved by the 
Institute of Food Technologists.

Tuskegee University was the 
first black college to be designated 

as a Registered National Historic 
Landmark (April 2, 1966), and the 
only black college to be designated 
a National Historic Site (October 26, 
1974), including units of the district 
that are administered by the National 
Park Service of the U. S. Department 
of Interior.

Special features in Tuskegee Uni-
versity’s program include: The General 
Daniel “Chappie” James Center for 
Aerospace Science and Health Educa-
tion, honoring America’s first black 
four-star general who was a Tuskegee 
University raduate, and housing 
the nation’s only Aerospace Science 
Engineering program at an HBCU; 
Media Center, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, with the state-of-the-art 
video up-link and down-link, intra-
school communications, audio/visual, 
graphics, photography and document 
production; The Kellogg Hotel and 
Conference Center, a state-of-the-art 
hotel and meeting facility for educa-
tional, business and cultural events; 
The Tuskegee University National 
Center for Bioethics in Research and 
Health Care, a distinctive research, 
teaching and outreach program that 
addresses issues of ethics and public 
policy in the treatment of people of 
color and rural Americans in health 
care.

Other special features which 
enhance the educational and cul-
tural environment of the University 
include: The Booker T. Washington 
Monument, “Lifting the Veil,” which 
honors the University’s Founder; the 
George Washington Carver Museum 
(named for the distinguished scien-
tist who worked at Tuskegee), which 
preserves the tools and handiwork of 
Dr. Carver; the Tuskegee Archives, a 
chief center for information on the 
challenges, culture and history of black 
Americans since 1896; The Tuskegee 
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Downtown Dothan Hoops Classic  
deemed a success

By Cassandra Milton

“We were thrilled with the competition the participat-
ing schools delivered the second year of the Down-
town Dothan Hoops Classic,” said Dothan’s Mayor 

Pat Thomas while commenting on the holiday basketball 
tournament presented by Hobo Pantry Food Store and The 
Cochran Firm. 

“Competitive play, strong fan support, and community 
contributions made this event a tremendous success,” he added. 

The Dothan Hoops Classic expanded from an eight-team high school tour-
nament in 2006 to 16 teams in 2007. The Northview Cougars were crowned 
champions on New Year’s Eve following a 78-51 defeat over the Houston 
County Lions. Other participating schools in the five-day tournament, played 
in the Dothan Civic Center, Dec. 26-29 and 31, were Ariton, Dale County, Do-
than, Geneva, Georgiana, Goshen, Headland, Houston Academy, Malone, New 
Brockton, Providence, Rehobeth, Seminole County, and Slocomb. 

After expenses were paid, tournament proceeds totaling near $30,000 
were presented to the schools to support their basketball programs. Thomas 
and Tournament Director Johnny Oppert thanked the numerous sponsors and 
volunteers, host school Providence Christian, city employees, and the media 
for providing excellent tournament coverage.  

“We look forward to continuing the tradition of playing high school bas-
ketball in Dothan,” said Coach Oppert.  “The teams and fans love the action…
it’s a nice touch to the holiday season.” 
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Annual SAPPA meeting held during  
Fairhope Mardi Gras

By Sherry Sullivan

F or more than 20 years, members of the South Alabama Public Power As-
sociation (SAPPA) have taken advantage of Fairhope’s Mardi Gras to draw 
attendees to its annual meeting. 

“The meeting is for municipal public power providers in southern Ala-
bama, but people love coming to Fairhope, especially at Mardi Gras time, so we 
usually get other public power representatives from all over the state, as well 
as some from Florida, Georgia, and Tennessee,” said Aaron Norris, Fairhope’s 
electric superintendent. 

The representatives come for more than just Mardi Gras, of course. The 
event includes workshops, vendor displays, and meetings. 

“We’re busy during the day at the Grand Hotel, and then everyone enjoys 
the parade at night,”  said Norris. “This year, we had around 250 attendees, 
counting spouses. Fairhope’s Mardi Gras is family friendly, so our members 
come with their kids and even grandkids. Everyone has a great time, and of 
course, we love having visitors in Fairhope.”

Airmen’s Plaza, commemorating 
the historic feats of America’s first 
black pilots, who were trained at 
Tuskegee University; The Reserve 
Officers Training Corps Center, and 
the Center for Continuing Educa-
tion–a nucleus for continuing adult 
education.

Over the past 125 years 
since it was founded by Booker 
T. Washington in 1881, Tuskegee 
University has become one of our 
nation’s most outstanding insti-
tutions of higher learning. While 
it focuses on helping to develop 
human resources primarily within 
the African American commu-
nity, it is open to all. Tuskegee’s 
mission has always been excel-
lence in knowledge and service 
to people - not education for its 
own sake. Stressing the need to 
educate the whole person, that 
is, the hand and the heart as well 
as the mind, Dr. Washington’s 
school was soon acclaimed-first 
by Alabama and then by the na-
tion for the soundness and vigor 
of its educational programs and 
principles. This solid strength has 
continued through subsequent 
administrations of the late Drs. 
Robert Russa Moton (1915-1935), 
Frederick D. Patterson (1935-1953) 
and Luther H. Foster (1953-1981). 
This vitality has been amplified 
and new luster added during the 
current administration of Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin Payton, who 
assumed responsibility as fifth 
president of the University on 
August 1, 1981. It is the current 
administration which redefined 
and upgraded Tuskegee from 
Institute to University status in 
1985.

Tuskegee enrolls more than 
3,000 students and employs ap-
proximately 900 faculty and sup-
port personnel. Physical facilities 
include more than 5,000 acres of 
forestry and a campus on which 
sit more than 100 major build-
ings and structures. Total land, 
forestry and facilities are valued 
in excess of $500 million.
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Piedmont Band performs 
at Cotton Bowl

By Ben Singleton

T he Piedmont High School Blue Knights 
Marching Band recently returned from the 
2008 AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic in Dallas, 

TX.  The band was chosen to perform after band 
director Jamie Thomas submitted an audition tape 
highlighting one of the band’s halftime perfor-
mances.

The Blue Knights joined 13 other high school 
bands from across the U.S. for the performances. 
The band performed in the bowl game parade 
on New Year’s Eve that toured through down-
town Dallas. The band also performed as part of 
the pre-game ceremonies where over 1,500 high 
school band students performed “Devil in the Blue 
Dress” and “We are Family.” The halftime selection 
included a Motown medley and was accompanied 
by the famous Kilgore College Rangerettes, which 
marked their 58th consecutive appearance in the 
Cotton Bowl.  

“It was a great honor to be chosen to perform 
in the Cotton Bowl,” said Thomas. 

It wasn’t all work while the Blue Knights were 
in Dallas. They also enjoyed some sightseeing. The 
band visited Dealey Plaza, the location where Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy was assassinated; House of 
Blues restaurant; and Southfork Ranch, where the 
TV show Dallas was filmed.       

The Piedmont High School Blue Knights Marching Band
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SUB helps customers conserve 
with weatherization kits

By Deborah Rogers

T he Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB) has partnered 
with the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement 
(SAFE) to offer a new service for low income families. 

The Utilities Board wished to assist individuals in managing 
their utility usage, thereby controlling the amount of their 
utility bills.

The Utilities Board has hired a retired employee, Donald 
Hulsey, to meet with the families. He delivers a weather-
ization kit and shows how to install the products in the 
kits. A kit contains low wattage fluorescent bulbs, weather 
stripping, insulation for electrical outlets, and other items. 
Hulsey offers advice on other ways to conserve water and 
energy as well.

These kits are available to any Utilities Board customer. 
However, the families recommended by SAFE will take prior-
ity.

“This is the first year we have done anything like this,” 
said General Manager Mike Richard. “We just want our cus-
tomers to be familiar with ways to be better consumers of 
the products we have to offer. My hope is that this program 
will continue to grow.”

Richard said the cost of natural gas started rising in 
2000 and has continued to rise. Prices have also escalated 
in electrical bills due to federal legislation and the Clean Air 
Act. In addition, the drought our area is experiencing has 
increased the need for water conservation.

“All these factors must be weighed in the balance of the 
cost of gas, water and electric bills,” Richard said. “If we can 
teach people how to conserve energy, water and the resources 
we have to offer, that’s what we want to do. We hope people 
will be better educated about conserving energy through our 
website (www.sylacauga.net\utilities) and other forms of 
media.”

A weatherization kit, containing low wattage fluorescent bulbs, weather stripping, 
insulation for electrical outlets, and other items, is offered by SUB and SAFE.

14   ALABAMA CURRENTS  MARCH / APRIL 2008



ALABAMA CURRENTS  MARCH / APRIL 2008   15

They start on practice instruments: empty  
butter boxes glued to paint sticks, holding 
them under their chins while practicing  
�nger positions.

But then these eight- and nine-year-old budding 
virtuosos graduate to the real thing: violins. 

In Opelika, all third graders receive an early start on 
their artistic development. The city school system has 
taught violin to more than 2,000 children since 1999.

And after nine lessons, they perform “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb” in a recital for family and friends. Those 
who pass an audition continue in the program.

“We’re reinvigorating a Southern tradition that’s 
already there,” says Dr. Ray Winegar, elementary coor-
dinator for Opelika city schools. “Many people have a 
�ddle in the attic or an uncle who plays.”

And it’s paying off: Kids develop poise and  
con�dence, along with a love of music. It’s a gift  
they can share with the community.

Heart
&Soul

ALABAMA

la@leadershipal.org

     Young
virtuosos 
  made 
 here.



Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
804 South Perry Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL 
Permit No. 275

Alexander City
March 1-April 26, Wind Creek State Park Fish-

ing Tournaments. For more information on 
tournament sponsors and times, call (256) 
329-0185.

March 13, 7:30 p.m., Alexander City Arts pres-
ents the Capital Sounds Concert Band, Ben-
jamin Russell High School Auditorium. This 
all-volunteer, non-profit group performs 
patriotic music, marches, show tunes and 
more. Participant backgrounds include doc-
tors, teachers, professors, lawyers, students 
and senior citizens. Fore more information, 
call (256) 234-5374.

March 15, 10 a.m.-12 noon, Community-Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt. Charles E. Bailey Sport-
plex. Train rides and pictures with Easter 
Bunny. Bring your own cameras. For more 
information, call (256) 329-6736, Ext. 27.

March 24 and 25, 194th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Horseshoe 
Bend National Military Park. Experience live 
cannon fire, the lives of Creek and Cherokee 
Indians, hunting camps, and demonstrations 
of traditional skills of the early 1800s. Learn 
the importance of this battle in U.S. history. 
This annual event is free to the public. For 
more information, call (256) 234-7111.

April 2-8, National Library Week, Adelia M. 
Russell Library and Mamie’s Place Children’s 
Library. You are invited to check out the 
book sale. Books will be for sale at both 
libraries for .10 each. Proceeds will go the 
libraries.

April 4, 3:30 p.m., Mamie’s Place Children’s 
Library will feature children’s author, Nancy 
Shaw. She will read her stories and show 
how a book is made from the first scribbles 
to the finished story. For more information, 
call (256) 234-4682.

April 5, Alexander City Horse Riding Club 
Show, EAHA Youth Club, held at the Charles 
E. Bailey Sportplex. For more information, 
call (256) 234-2925 or (256) 329-5187.

April 5, Community-Wide Yard Sale, 6 a.m.-12 
noon, Charles E. Bailey Sportplex. Table are 
$5 each. You keep all proceeds from what 
you sale. Proceeds from the table reserva-
tions to the American Cancer Society Relay 
For Life. For more information, call (256) 
329-6736, Ext. 27.

April 13-30, 34th Annual Library Art Exhibit, 
Adelia M. Russell Library. Opening recep-
tion, April 13, 1:30-4:30 p.m. Featuring 
works by local artists including children’s 
exhibition. For more information,  call 
(256) 329-6796.

April 19, Alexander City Horse Riding Club 
Show, Alex City Club, held at Charles E. 
Bailey Sportplex. For more information, call 
(256) 234-2925 or (256) 329-5187.

First Fridays...shop, dine and discover down-
town Alexander City during extended 
hours each first Friday evening of the 
month, all year long. Select downtown 
merchants stay open until 8 p.m. Enjoy 
featured events, music, shop specials and 
more. For more information, call (256) 
329-9227.

Fairhope

March 8, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., March Fantasy 
Doll and Toy Show and Sale. Fairhope 
Civic Center Auditorium. Sponsored by the 
Eastern Shore Doll Study Club of Alabama. 
$2 admission for adults; $1 admission for 
children (ages 6-12). For more information, 
contact Ruth Brett, (251) 980-5958.

April 22 and 24, 7:30 p.m., Eastern Shore 
Choral Society Spring Concerts. First Bap-
tist Church, 300 S. Section Street, Fairhope. 
The performance will feature Antonin Dvor-
ak’s Messe in D and a collection of spiritual. 
Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the 
door. Portions of the proceeds go to support 
music education in Baldwin County. For 
more information, call Stephanie Crowe at 
(251) 929-1896, or go to www.escs.org.

Foley

March 8, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Habitat for Human-
ity of Baldwin County Chili Cook-off 
for Women Build. John BH. Foley Park/
Heritage Park. Fun for the entire family. 
Entertainment. Silent Auction, food, chili 
cook-off, book sale, drinks. For more in-
formation, contact Rosemary Harris, (251) 
971-1302.

March 26, 11 a.m., Mad Hatters Luncheon/
Fashion Show. Foley Civic Center. Spon-
sored by the Foley Women’s Club. Tickets, 
$25 each. For more information, contact 
Rosemary Harris, (251) 971-1302.

Opelika
March 29, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Third Annual Garden 

in the Park Festival, sponsored by Keep 
Opelika Beautiful, Opelika Municipal Park. 
Vendors will feature jewelry, furniture, 
paintings, plants, trees and much more. 
Join in a celebration of spring and the en-

vironment. For more information, call Keep 
Opelika Beautiful, (334) 749-4970.

Piedmont

April 12, Grand Opening of the Chief Ladiga 
Trail connecting to Georgia’s Silver Comet 
Trial.  This recreation trail now connects 
Anniston, AL to Smyrna, GA, which wonders 
its way through over 90 miles of beauti-
ful scenery for people to enjoy.  For more 
information on the grand opening, call 
(256) 447-3363 or log onto http://epic.jsu.
edu/clt/.

May 4, 16th Annual Cheaha Challenge Century 
Ride, starting at Clyde H. Pike Civic Center, 
Piedmont. The bike ride is known as “The 
Toughest Ride in the South.” This ride al-
lows the rider the option to ride 26, 44, 66, 
88, or the full 102 miles. The Cheaha Chal-
lenge starts at the Pike Civic Center in Pied-
mont, travels to the top of Cheaha Mountain 
and then returns back to the civic center.  
For more information, log onto www.neabc.
org or www.cheahachallenge.com.            

Robertsdale

March 15, Saddle Up for St. Jude. Kaiser Farms. 
Located 10 miles east of Highway 59 on 
Highway 90, Robertsdale. Auction, trail ride, 
food and entertainment. For more informa-
tion, contact Larry York, (251) 947-7605.

Sylacauga

March 1 and 2, 7 p.m., Miss Alabama Out-
standing Teen Pageant, hosted by Syla-
cauga Parks & Recreation, Sylacauga High 
School Auditorium.

March 13, 6 p.m., Taste of Sylacauga, J. Craig 
Community Center.

March 29, 6 p.m., 2008 Little Mr. and Miss 
Sylacauga Pageant, hosted by the Syla-
cauga Parks & Recreation, J. Craig Smith 
Community Center.

Comer Museum will host an art exhibit of wood 
paintings and ceramic paintings by Dale and 
Ava Baeshears during the month of March. 
This is part of the Winter Expo sponsored 
by the Alabama State Counsel on the Arts. 
A reception for the Baeshears will be held 
Thursday, March 13 at 6:30 pm.

April 12, 6 p.m., 2008 Little Mr. and Miss 
Talladega County Pageant, hosted by the 
Sylacauga Parks & Recreation, J. Craig Smith 
Community Center.

Comer Museum will host an art exhibit for the 
Sylacauga City Schools during the month 
of April. 

Places to Go and   
Things to Do


