
JULY/AUGUST 2008Vol. VII, No. 4

New Features… DOE launches new energy saving web site, Energy efficiency 
tips you can use, Increase fuel efficiency to combat high gasoline prices
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Sylacauga’s community parks



T hirty-six Alabama cities 
have public power utilities 
that provide electricity 

to their citizens. They range in 
size from cities like Huntsville to 
cities that serve fewer than 2,000 
meters.

Like citizens in more than 2,000 
communities across the United 
States, these Alabama citizens 
choose to provide electric service 
through public power systems. 
Not-for-profit electric utilities are accountable to the cus-
tomers they serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power 
needs for 44 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and sewer 
departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public power 
systems are rooted in the American tradition of local people 
providing for their basic community needs. Public power 
systems provide service — electricity at not-for-profit 
prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for com-
munity economic development. So is its ability to provide 
stream-lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that 
encourage existing business customers to maintain and 

Some electric power companies come and go...

(L to R): Employees of Riviera Utilities serve on your Local Communications 
Committee. The committee serves as the “ears and eyes” of your community for 
Alabama Currents and other communications efforts to keep you informed about 
your public power system. Shown are (L to R): General Manager Mike Dugger, 
who also serves on AMEA’s Board of Directors; Tina Sanders; and David Horton.

From the Editor
On July 4, 1776, the Declaration 

of Independence was approved by 
the Continental Congress, setting 

the 13 colonies on the road to free-
dom as a sovereign nation. As always, 
this most American of holidays will be 
marked by parades, fireworks and back-
yard barbecues across the country.

As I began to write this column, I 
thought about all of the interesting facts 
surrounding this most celebrated holiday. Let me share 
some of them with you:
•  2.5 million 

In July 1776, the estimated number of people living 
in the newly independent nation.

•	  304 million 
The nation’s population on this Fourth of July.
How about those cookouts? Here are some interesting 

facts about this most favorite Fourth of July activity:
•	  More than 1 in 4 

The chance that the hot dogs and pork sausages 
consumed on the Fourth of July originated in Iowa. 
The Hawkeye State was home to 17.6 million market 
hogs and pigs on March 1, 2008. This represents more 
than one-fourth of the nation’s total. North Carolina 
(9 million) and Minnesota (6.7 million) were the 
runners-up.

•	  6.8 billion pounds 
Total production of cattle and calves in Texas in 2007. 

Chances are good that the beef hot dogs, steaks and 
burgers on your backyard grill came from the Lone 
Star State, which accounted for about one-sixth of 
the nation’s total production. And if the beef did not 
come from Texas, it very well may have come from 
Nebraska (4.7 billion pounds) or Kansas (4.1 billion 
pounds).

•	  6 
Number of states in which the revenue from broiler 
chickens was $1 billion or greater between December 
2006 and November 2007. There is a good chance 
that one of these states — Georgia, Arkansas, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi or Texas — is the 
source of your barbecued chicken.

•	  About 4 in 10 
The odds that your side dish of baked beans 
originated from North Dakota, which produced 42 
percent of the nation’s dry, edible beans in 2007. 
Another popular Fourth of July side dish is corn on 
the cob. Florida, California, Georgia and New York 
together accounted for 60 percent of the sweet corn 
produced nationally in 2007.

•	  Please pass the potato salad 
Potato salad and potato chips are popular food items 
at Fourth of July barbecues. More than half (52 
percent) of the nation’s spuds were produced in Idaho 
or Washington state in 2007.

expand their operations and attract new business. Strong, 
stable employers mean strong, stable jobs for local citizens.

Continued on page 4
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In Aug. 2003, the Mothers in Action committee was formed.  The purpose 
of the organization is to promote improvements to Sylacauga’s parks.  Under the 
leadership of Anna Proctor, past president, and the invaluable assistance of Jim 
Armstrong, executive director of Sylacauga Parks and Recreation, the committee 
was able to raise almost $100,000 in donations and in-kind services toward its 
goal. The city received a $125,000 grant from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and was able to match those funds. Some of the improvements include: new 
handicap accessible equipment at Noble Park, Beth Wallace Yates Park, Fairmont 
Park and South Highland Park; walking tracks at Fairmont and Noble parks; and 
a skate board pad at Noble Park.  Last year, a BMX track also was added to Noble 
Park. Committee members are President Judy Collins, Lisa Wilkins, Pam Conn, 
Tina Conn, Carolyn Sanders, Sandra Friday, Laurie Aderholt, and Amy Franks.
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T he electric industry is entering 
a time of new generation needs. 
With the challenges of Clean Air 

requirements and a growing population, 
there is a growing need for new electric 
generation.

While electric utilities continue 
to increase their emphasis on energy 
efficiency and renewable energy sources, 
they also recognize that these initiatives 
are not sufficient to meet the growing energy needs. The 
need to add large-scale base load generation to meet growing 
energy needs remains paramount in supplying energy. 

The electric generation of the past has traditionally 
been coal-fired, nuclear and hydropower. More recently, gas 
generation was the resource of choice. 

When natural gas prices spiked to record levels after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, coal stood ready to serve. The U.S. 
Department of Energy had said 150 coal plants were on the 
drawing board -- all to fuel the expected 30 percent increase 
in electricity demand by 2030. Not all would get built. 
Surprisingly, though, many are dropping off the radar with 16 
of them now canceled while others are put on hold. 

While coal may be relatively abundant and economical 
when compared to natural gas, coal-fired plants have become 

in My Opinion
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u.S. department of Energy 
launches web site with energy 
saving tips for consumers 

T he U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has launched 
a new internet feature which provides tips to 
consumers on how to make everyday Earth Day 

by making smart energy choices to save money while 
protecting the environment. The interactive web page, at 
www.energy.gov, shows consumers steps to use less energy 
with household electronics, lighting, and appliances to 
save on monthly bills and how to avoid wasting energy by 
improving the energy efficiency of their homes and cars. 

The site also features the Department’s work to develop 
cleaner, more affordable, diverse, reliable and sustainable 
energy sources supporting the President’s goal to stop 
the growth of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by 2025 
while meeting increasing energy demands. DOE and its 
17 world-class National Laboratories, in partnership with 
private industry and universities, perform cutting-edge 
research to meet these challenges, developing innovative 
energy solutions in areas such as cellulosic biofuels, solar, 
geothermal, nuclear, and clean coal power.

Other areas of emphasis include DOE’s work to make a 
smart and efficient electric transmission grid, make homes, 
buildings and industrial sites more energy efficient, and 
reduce dependence on oil with Plug-in Hybrid Electric 
Vehicles and hydrogen-powered cars. 

Source: DOE

From the Editor
Continued from page 4

•	  More than three-fourths 
Amount of the nation’s head lettuce production in 
2007 that came from California. This lettuce may end 
up in your salad or on your burger.

•	  Nearly 3 in 4 
The chances that the fresh tomatoes in your salad 
came from Florida or California, which combined 
accounted for 73 percent of U.S. tomato production 
last year. The ketchup on your burger or hot dog 
probably came from California, which accounted for 
96 percent of processed tomato production in 2007.

•	  georgia 
The state that led the nation in watermelon 
production last year (1 billion pounds). Other leading 
producers of this popular Fourth of July dessert 
included California, Florida and Texas, each with more 
than 400 million pounds.

•	 	More than 74 million 
Number of Americans who said they have taken part 
in a barbecue during the previous year. It’s probably 
safe to assume a lot of these events took place on 
Independence Day.
However you choose to celebrate the Fourth of July, 

let’s never forget its true meaning. Have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday!

Lisa Miller
AMEA Director of Communications

expensive projects, costing about 40 percent more to build 
than they did in 2000. 

Coal-fired generation has significant challenges with 
existing Clean Air requirements and climate change legislation 
to limit carbon emissions being debated in Congress. The costs 
associated with these existing and potential Congressional 
mandates with coal-fired generation will continue to climb.

These challenges leave natural gas and nuclear as likely 
alternatives. 

Natural gas has increased significantly with demand. Fuel 
costs threaten its economic competitiveness, thus putting 
nuclear as the primary alternative.

Nuclear power is making a comeback in the United States 
as the nation tries to lessen its dependence on natural gas 
and foreign oil as well as cut back on carbon emissions and 
other pollutants. Although nuclear power plants cost more to 
build, they have lower fuel and operating costs than fossil fuel 
plants. 

AMEA is watching these events with hopes for economic 
electric generation options that will enable the Southeast to 
continue to be the low-cost region for electric service. 

Nuclear generation is hoped to be the answer. Only time 
will tell.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO



Spend it…invest it…save it
What shall I do with my 
economic stimulus check?
I say, “Do all three.”

By Doug Rye

As I am writing this 
article, the price of 
gasoline just hit $4 

per gallon. I well remember 
when I told our radio 
audience that gasoline would 
be $3 a gallon. Few, if any, 
believed me. I don’t know 
what it will be when you 
read this article, but I do 
know that the cost of all 

types of energy will continue to increase and in 
some cases, the increase will be considerable. It 
may double or triple. Every household that I know 
is finding it more difficult to make ends meet.

I have no control over the price of a gallon 
of gasoline, but I can drive less or drive an 
automobile that gets better gas mileage. Likewise, 
I have no control over the cost of natural gas, 
propane, or electricity. But I can use less energy 
with conservation or make my house energy 
efficient, which will result in buying less energy.

One of my famous quotes is, “If my house 
requires half as much energy as another identical 
looking house, my utility bill will always be half 
that of the other house.” As utility rates continue 
to increase, the difference will get larger with each 
increase. For example, when mine is $100; the 
other will be $200. When mine is $300; the other 
will be $600.

Do you understand what I am trying to teach 
you? If you do, then you will know what to do 
with your economic stimulus check…spend it to 
make your house more energy efficient.

The President will be happy because you spent 
it. It is probably the most valuable investment 
that you can make as it will be like getting a 
check every month for the rest of your life. That 
will make some other TV personalities happy, and 
last but not least, the monthly savings will make 
you happy.

It doesn’t get any better than that, so just do 
it and you will thank me for it.

If you need to call me for advice, call (501) 
653-7931. See you in September.

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-
lance writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-
efficiency information and tips to help customers 
maximize their energy dollars. Have a question for 
Doug? Contact him at (501) 653-7931, or www.
dougrye.com
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Craft a personal 
energy plan

C rafting a personal energy 
plan can reduce  
your energy bill each 

month.
Homeowners across America 

are struggling to meet the 
increasing cost of utilities. The 
best way to lower your energy 
consumption is to improve the 
efficiency of your home. But what should you do first?

Your choice of energy 
improvement projects should be 
based upon the type and condition 
of your home. Consider these 
questions as you craft a personal 
energy plan:

What is the condition of the 
exterior of your home? Repair any 
broken windows, loose siding, or 
missing trim before you do anything 
else. You’ll spend extra money on 
energy each month if outdoor air is 
whistling through your home. Don’t 
worry about caulking small holes 
and cracks. 

How much insulation do you 
have in your attic? Attic insulation keeps your home warm in 
winter and cool in summer. More insulation is always better – 
install at least 10 to 12 inches (R-30) in temperate climates, 
and 15 to 20 inches (R-50) in cold climates. 

Has your 
furnace or air 
conditioner 
been serviced 
lately? These 
hard-working 
appliances are 
the largest 
consumers of 
energy in most 
homes. Periodic 
service can 
improve their 
efficiency and 
extend their lifespan. If you hire a professional technician, ask 
about simple maintenance tasks you can perform yourself. 

How many old-fashioned incandescent lights do you have? 
These traditional bulbs use three times more electricity than 
modern compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs). Buy and install CFLs 
in any light fixtures you use more than a few hours a day. 

How old is your refrigerator? The newest refrigerators take 
advantage of technology that cuts their consumption to one-
quarter that of older units. Shop for an ENERGY STAR®-rated 
refrigerator to get the most efficient models. Buy a smaller 
refrigerator than you currently have for added savings. 

You can learn more about home efficiency on the ENERGY 
STAR website, www.energystar.gov. 
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Energy  
Efficiency  
Tips you  
Can use



Stop air leaks and 
stash a little cash
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As the price of 
gasoline continues 
to rise, there are 

ways we can increase 
the fuel efficiency of our 
vehicles, but the best way 
to improve our miles per 
gallon begins with us. 
See how much you can 
save based on the make 
and model of your vehicle 
using these and other tips 
at the Alliance to Save 
Energy’s “Drive $marter 
Challenge” at http://www.
drivesmarterchallenge.org.

Tips for fuel 
efficiency

When Filling up:
•		Choose	the	right	octane	gas	for	your	car.	Check	the	

owner’s manual to find out what octane your engine 
needs. Only about six percent of the cars sold in the U.S. 
need premium gas.

•		Avoid	topping	off	your	gas	tank.	In	warm	weather,	fuel	
expansion can cause an overflow. Try filling up only half 
way. Depending on your tank size, your car will have 
50-100 pounds less to haul all the time.

•		Shop	for	the	best	gas	price	in	your	area	before	filling	up.	
You can search online at http://gasprices.mapquest.com 

Before Heading Out:
•		Let	your	car	warm	up	for	30	seconds.	A	warm	engine	is	

more fuel efficient than a cold one. Idling your engine 
too long wastes fuel. 

•		Keep	your	tires	inflated	to	the	proper	level.	Properly	
inflated tires provide less road resistance and can 
improve fuel efficiency by three to five percent. It can 
also increase the life of your tires. Check your owner’s 
manual for appropriate inflation levels. This information 
may also be available on the jamb of the driver’s side 
door. 

•		Remove	any	bicycle	or	luggage	racks	in	between	trips,	
and do not fly any flags from your car or windows. Avoid 
packing items on top of the car. A loaded roof rack or 
carrier creates wind resistance and can decrease fuel 
economy by five percent. Carry the load inside your 
vehicle if you can.

•		If	you	have	several	cars,	use	the	one	with	the	best	gas	
mileage for daily commuting.

•		Watch	for	tread	wear	on	you	tires	by	checking	the	wear	
patterns and tread levels frequently. Have the tires 
rotated at least every 6,000 miles. Keeping your car 
properly aligned can also reduce your fuel bill by three 
percent and extend the life of your tires.

•		Get	regular	engine	tune-ups	and	car	maintenance	checks	
to avoid fuel economy problems due to worn spark plugs, 
dragging brakes, low transmission fluid, or transmission 

problems. You can increase your fuel economy by four 
percent.

•		Perform	regular	oil	changes.	Clean	oil	reduces	friction	in	the	
engine allowing the different parts to move freely. Running 
an engine with old, dirty oil is like having liquid sandpaper 
in your engine. You can improve your gas mileage by one to 
two percent.

•		Clean	or	replace	the	air	filter	regularly.	The	longer	an	air	
filter remains in the engine without cleaning or replacement, 
the more clogged with contaminants the filter becomes. The 
filter contaminants require the engine to work harder to bring 
sufficient air into the engine. Replacing clogged air filters can 
improve gas mileage by as much as 10 percent and protect 
your engine.

•		Lighten	your	load.	An	extra	100	pounds	in	the	trunk	reduces	
a typical car’s fuel economy by one to two percent.

While on the Road:
Stay within posted speed limits. Driving at high speeds, 

especially for long distances, uses more gasoline. Each five 
miles per hour (mph) you drive over 60 mph reduces fuel 
efficiency by about 10 percent.
•		If	you	aren’t	driving	on	hilly	terrain,	use	cruise	control.	It	

helps maintain a constant speed and, in most cases, can 
produce savings of up to 14 percent.

•		Aggressive	driving	(speeding,	rapid	acceleration,	and	hard	
braking) wastes gas. It can lower your highway gas mileage 
33 percent and city mileage five percent.

•		Anticipate	traffic	situations.	Anticipating	traffic	situations	
minimizes excessive and unnecessary acceleration and 
deceleration.

•		Avoid	unnecessary	idling.	Plan	routes	around	areas	with	
expected traffic delays and turn the engine off if idling is 
expected for more than two minutes. Avoiding excessive 
idling can save up to 19 percent.

•		Avoid	riding	the	brakes.	Lightly	pressing	the	brake	while	
driving wastes energy through friction in the brakes.

•		Turn	off	the	air-conditioner.	Using	the	air-conditioner	
increases fuel cost from 13 percent up to 21 percent. If it’s 
cool enough, use the flow-through ventilation instead of 
rolling down the windows or using the A/C.

•		Use	the	landscape	to	your	advantage.	Let	your	car	accelerate	
down the hill, so its inertia will help it climb up the next hill, 
and let the speed decrease slightly while you are going up.

•		Use	overdrive	gears	when	on	the	highway.	Overdrive	decreases	
the car’s engine speed, reducing fuel consumption and engine 
wear.

•		Combine	errands	to	avoid	making	several	short	trips.	Short	
trips of five miles or less can decrease fuel efficiency.

•		Carpool,	vanpool,	walk	or	ride	a	bike	when	possible.
your Next Vehicle:
•		Car	manufacturers	are	developing	models	that	get	better	

gas mileage and have very low emissions. Evaluate your 
transportation needs and then research your options to find a 
car that will save you money and keep the air cleaner.

•		Vehicle	Size:	Chose	the	smallest,	lightest	vehicle	possible	to	
maximize fuel economy.  Larger, heavier vehicles, such as 
SUVs require more power to overcome rolling friction and 
aerodynamic forces.

Increase fuel efficiency to combat high gasoline prices
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City of Fairhope employees attend lineman training
By D. Fran Morley

T wo employees with the City of Fairhope Electric 
Department are recent graduates of the Southeast 
Lineman Training Center. Kevin Wadsworth and Greg 

McCoy attended the four-month school, located in Trenton, 
GA.

While linemen normally can learn on the job, the school’s 
intensive program gives students in-depth instruction in all 
aspects of electrical work, including safety precautions, said 
Scott Sligh, Electric Superintendent. “They learn a lot in a short 
period of time and get exposed to conditions that they may not 
regularly see while working day-to-day on Fairhope’s electric 
system.”

 Southeast Lineman Training Center was established in 
1999 with 13 initial students and has grown extensively over 
the years and now trains approximately 300 students each year 
in terms that begin in January, May, and September. Students 
spend mornings in the classroom and work in the field every afternoon.

 The school was both physically and mentally demanding, Wadsworth said. 
“It was a challenge, but I was impressed with the facility and the instructors. This 

course definitely put a few more notches in my belt as far as line work. And we brought back 
knowledge to share with the other guys, too.”

According to Sligh, the City recognized a need for more trained linemen and chose to send 
Wadsworth and McCoy to the school. 

“From what I’ve seen, it was definitely worth it,” said Sligh. “They guys came back with a 
lot of confidence in their new skills and ready to go. I’m sure the City will be sending others to 
this school in the future.”

Greg McCoy and Kevin Wadsworth, 
City of Fairhope Electric Department 
employees, recently graduated from 
the Southeast Lineman Training 
Center, a four-month school, located 
in Trenton, GA.
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SUB welcomes new electric superintendent
By Deborah Rogers

T he Sylacauga Utilities Board (SUB) welcomes Eric Carithers 
as the new Electric Department Superintendent.  SUB has 
been searching for the right man for nearly four years.

Carithers, who hails from Danielsville, GA, has lived in Sylacauga 
the past 14 years with his wife, Carla, and nephew, 5-year-old Jared. 
His parents, John and Pat Carithers, still live in Danielsville. 

Carithers graduated from Georgia Tech with a degree in 
mechanical engineering. After college in 1991, he began work with 
Wellborn Cabinets. 

In 1993, Carithers started work with Haynes Electric, where he 
stayed for the next 15 years. He came to SUB when the owner of 
Haynes Electric retired.

SUB General Manager Mike Richard, said,  “I am pleased to 
welcome Eric to our team. He has many years of experience in our industry and as a leader. 
We look forward to Eric using his experience and knowledge to better serve our customers.”

•		Engine	Size:	While	not	
always the case; vehicles 
with smaller displacement 
engines are generally 
more economical, simply 
because they usually 
weigh less than vehicles 
with larger displacement 
engines.  

•		Manual	versus	Automatic	
Transmissions: Automatic 
transmissions require 
components called torque-
converters, which are very 
inefficient at low vehicle 
speeds.  Consequently, 
a vehicle with a manual 
transmission will have 
better fuel economy 
than the same model 
vehicle with an automatic 
transmission.

•		Hybrid	Vehicles:	Hybrid	
vehicles use a combination 
of a traditional combustion 
engine and an electric 
motor with battery pack.  
Hybrid vehicles use the 
energy stored in the 
battery pack to run the 
electric motor when the 
combustion engine is least 
efficient, which improves 
overall fuel economy.

•		Alternate	Fuels:	
Alternatives to gasoline 
such as natural gas, 
propane, ethanol, and 
bio-diesel are becoming 
more available.  The use of 
alternative fuels reduces 
the demand for gasoline 
and increases competition, 
which consequently checks 
fuel prices for everyone.  
Ethanol and bio-diesel 
are called “green” fuels 
because they are made 
from sustainable sources 
such as agricultural wastes 
and help reduce the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
added to the atmosphere.

For more information 
on these and other energy-
saving tips, contact the 
Energy, Weatherization and 
Technology Division of the 
Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community 
Affairs (800) 392-8098.

Carithers
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O n Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 17, some 
3,000 citizens of the Greater Valley area turned 
out to witness what may be viewed as a miracle 

in community achievement with the re-opening of the 
Lanett Municipal Airport.

During the event, over 40 aircraft arrived. Fly-bys 
included some very fast movers, F-16s, warbirds, and 
antiques. A group of skydivers swirled through the air. The 
VHF Squadron provided a 9-ship RV8 formation demonstration 
and marshaled the arriving airplanes. Valley Area model Radio 
Control Airplanes were available for preview.

Along with the food and several vendor booths, Kia 
displayed their latest autos. The new Kia plant, located just 
miles away, will be built in West Point and will be the first 
Kia site where cars are built in North America.

With all of this fun-filled and historical activity, it was a 
proud day for Lanett Mayor Oscar Crawley as he acknowledged 
many elected officials and area leaders who pulled together to 
make the re-opening a reality.

Crawley said the reopening of the airport marked 
a special event for him and the city. He said that he’d 
campaigned on that issue when he ran for Mayor in 2004. 
Crawley thanked Lanett City Manager Joel Holley, the City 
Council, the Department of Transportation, the Federal 

Aviation Administration, and U.S. Congressman Mike Rogers 
for their help in making the dream a reality.

“Even before the Kia announcement (in 2006), we 
thought we could fly in people going to Auburn football 
games, bus them to the game and make a little money in 
gassing up their planes,” Crawley said.

During the special ceremony, Gen. John M. White, the 
senior ranking officer in the Alabama National Guard and 
Guard Commander reflected on Armed Services Day at the 
celebration.

“Calculated on a per capita basis, Alabama has the most 
Guardsmen than any other state in the country,” said Gen. 
White. “Alabama is the biggest contributor to the war effort 
than any National Guard Army and Air in the nation. When 
you are from Alabama, you can hold your head a little higher.”

A Chambers County native, Gen. White began his aviation 
career with flying lessons at the old Lanett Airport. Two F-16s 
from his unit, the 187th Fighter Wing in Montgomery, later 
gave the crowd a memorable fly-by demonstration. One of the 
fighter jets was reported to be the one that dropped 500 lb. 
bombs on Al-Zarqawi in Afghanistan last year.

Holley, who was instrumental in executing the airport 
rehabilitation plan, recognized the late Bruce Lanier. Lanier, 
who died recently, was a Vietnam veteran whose enthusiasm 
and support helped make the airport dream possible. As a 
major contributor to the project, Lanier donated funding 
for the new fuel system and fuel, said Holley. Lanier’s 
grandchildren cut the ribbon during the celebration, marking 
the official re-opening of the airport.

Source: The Alabama Aviator, www.alabamaaviator.com

Thousands attend Lanett Airport  
Re-opening Celebration

The Armed Forces Day Celebration and Grand Re-opening of Lanett 
Airport was held Saturday, May 17. A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
marked the official re-opening of the airport. The ribbon cutting was 
performed by grandchildren of Vietnam veteran, Bruce Lanier, who 
was instrumental in re-opening the airport prior to his untimely death. 
Fly-bys included some very fast movers, warbirds, and antiques. 
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Grand opening celebration 
held for  

Gussie McMillon Park
By Cassandra Milton 

T he City of Dothan’s grand opening celebration for 
Gussie McMillon Park was held Saturday, May 10. 
As the first African-American female principal 

in Dothan, Gussie McMillon was an example for Dothan 
citizens that “all things are possible.” Naming this park 
in her honor is a testament to Dothan’s belief in all of 
its citizens and the City’s determination to improve the 
quality of life for everyone. Mrs. McMillon’s daughter, 
Jimmie Lee Baker, and her granddaughter, Gussie Etta 
Baker (Handy) were special guests at the event.

The City of Dothan allocated $100,000 of Community 
Development Block Grant money to fund the hard costs 
for Gussie McMillon Park such as the concrete, building 
materials and the purchase of two pavilions. City labor was 
used to reduce the overall cost of the project.

Participants at the celebration enjoyed a variety of 
activities following the ribbon-cutting ceremony. Eye 
Center South and Southeast Alabama Medical Center 
provided free vision and health screenings for the public. 
Other participating community organizations included 
Alfred Saliba Family Services, Wiregrass Hope Group, 
Southeast Alabama Regional Planning & Development 
Commission, Dothan International Baseball League, 
Dorothy Quick Senior Center, Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System, Boys & Girl Club of the Wiregrass and 
Hawk Houston Boys & Girls Club.

In addition to booths, there were several mobile 
units available for the public to see: a police crime scene 
van; the TLC Literary Mobile Unit; a fire department fire 
truck; and a utility bucket truck. Musical entertainment 
was provided by the Tribal One Jazz group. There was an 
abundance of activities for youth such as face painting, 
super slide, train ride, moonwalks and free cotton candy 
and slushies from Parties ‘R Me. Free hotdogs and drinks 
were provided by Ray’s Restaurant and Coca-Cola.

Mathis retires  
from Alexander City  

Light and Power
By Tracy Kendrick

After serving 
the customers 
of Alexander 

City Light and Power 
for the past 18 
years, Joann Mathis, 
administrative 
assistant for the 
department, bid a 
fond farewell March 
31.  Mathis begins a 
new chapter in her life – retirement.

A retirement party was held in her honor March 26 
at the light department.  Family, friends and co-workers 
joined her to celebrate her many years of service to 
Alexander City, its residents and customers. 

George East, superintendent of the department, on 
behalf of Alexander City Mayor Barbara Young and the City, 
presented Mathis with a plaque in recognition of all her 
years of service and dedication.  

While at the light department, Mathis was responsible 
for the day-to-day office duties, as well as programming 
and testing meters. She was also on stand-by 24/7 for 
power emergencies. She was always ready to do whatever 
was needed, East said.

Mathis plans on helping her husband, Melvin, in the 
hay field this summer.  She also plans to spend more time 
with her family. 

“Joann will certainly be missed by all of us,” said East. 
“The light department will not be the same without her. 
We hope she enjoys every minute her retirement.”

Joann Mathis 
is presented a 
cake and plaque 
by Alexander 
City Light and 
Power Superin-
tendent George 
East during her 
retirement party. 
Mathis retired 
from the depart-
ment March 31 
after 18 years of 
service.

Ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Gussie McMillon Park grand opening celebra-
tion in Dothan.

TO REPORT POWER OuTAgE  
day Time (256) 409-2080  

After Hours/Holidays – Call Police dept. (256) 234-3421
 dO NOT CAll 911
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Shown are (L to R): Rev. Junmo Jeong, Pastor of the Auburn-Opelika Korean 
Church; Changhoon Jung, Program Director, Auburn-Opelika Summer School; 
Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller, Dr. Suhyun Suh, Advisor, AOSC; Elizabeth Topping, 
Assistant Director, AOSC; and, Anne Grady, Economic Development Representa-
tive, Alabama Municipal Electric Authority.

City and IDA secure 
funding for school

By Jan Gunter

T he City of Opelika and the Opelika Industrial 
Development Authority (OIDA) have worked 
together to secure $10,000 in funding for the 

new Auburn-Opelika Summer School (AOSC). 
The City of Opelika was able to provide $5,000 for the 

school, and the Opelika Industrial Development Authority 
(OIDA), working with the Opelika Economic Development 
Department, was able to obtain a grant in the amount of 
$5,000 from the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority for 
the AOSC for the Korean community. 

With the arrival of many foreign-based automotive 
companies to Lee County and the surrounding area, there 
has been a huge influx of non-native speakers, especially 
in the Korean community.  Due to their lack of English 
proficiency and their unfamiliarity with the American 
culture, this program has been developed to enhance 
the skills of non-native speaking students and to assist 
families with their transition to America.

The AOSC is a six-week long summer program for 
students grades K through 11 who attend schools in the 
Auburn-Opelika area.  Students began attending the 
school daily (Monday through Thursday), beginning June 
2. The classes run through July 17 (no classes from June 
30-July 4).  Classes were held at Jeter Primary School, 
located at 700 Jeter Avenue, Opelika.

For more information on the school, visit www.
auburnopelikasummerschool.org, or contact Dr. 
Changhoon Jung, Program Director, at his office (334) 
844-6172, or jungcha@auburn.edu. 
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Virtual Alabama: a 
visualization tool to assist 

many city departments
By Ben Singleton

T he City of Piedmont police department, 
fire department, city leaders, and school 
administrators are using the Virtual Alabama tool, 

a very useful application to aid with many aspects of 
their jobs.  

Virtual Alabama is a computer application that identifies 
ways to leverage existing state imagery and infrastructure 
data into a visualization tool.  It is a 3-D tool that puts a 
lot of information at your fingertips. It is made possible by 
the Alabama Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Space 
and Rocket Center, and various federal, state, and local 
government agencies. Virtual Alabama is only available to 
government agencies and is free of cost. 

One benefit of the tool would be in the event of an armed 
intruder into a local school. The police department and school 
administrators would be able to use the tool to access school 
cameras before arriving on the scene, thus making the officers 
more effective in this scenario.

Piedmont Police Chief Steven Tidwell said that other uses 
are “tactical operations planning, intelligence gathering, and 
crime scene re-creation.” 

The fire department also finds many uses of the software. 
Pre-fire planning, emergency routes, hydrant locations, and 
auxiliary water sources are just a few of the resources that the 
fire department uses with Virtual Alabama.  

City leaders use Virtual Alabama for boundary lines, 
emergency planning and operations in the event of a natural 
disaster, infrastructure mapping such as new and existing 
power line construction, water, gas, and sewer lines, and many 
other uses. 

Virtual Alabama is a great tool to have. The possibilities 
are endless.          
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R iviera Utilities Manager Mike 
Dugger recently presented 
certificates to local recipients 

of the Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA)/Riviera Utilities 
Scholarships.  This year’s winners of 
the AMEA scholarships are Jordan 
Hullett and Gregory Resmondo of 
Foley High School and Jonathon 
Pruitt of Daphne High School.  Each 
student received a $2,500 scholarship 
to assist with tuition and fees 
required at any two-year or four-year 
college or university in Alabama.  A 
recipient must be the dependent of a 
family that receives electrical service 
from Riviera Utilities.  

“The scholarships are intended 
to encourage academic achievement 
by students in the cities of AMEA,” 
said Dugger, who also serves on the 
AMEA Board of Directors.  “Economic 
development for the state and for 
AMEA member cities requires an 
educated work force with the ability 
to handle the high-tech requirements 
of modern businesses and industry. 
By making scholarships available, we 
are assisting our children in their 
abilities to obtain higher education.  
It is our desire to assist them in 
preparing for the challenging career 
requirements in their future.”

Lawrence Rowzee III of Foley 
High School is the 2008 recipient 
of the Robert M. Davis Scholarship.  
The Robert M. Davis scholarship 
recognizes and honors Davis for his 
many years of service to Riviera 
Utilities and its customers. The 
scholarship was set up to recognize 
a deserving student that is working 
toward a vocational or technical 
career. 

“Bob Davis was a dedicated 
and loyal board member for more 
than 35 years to this utility and 
our customers,” said Dugger. “This 
scholarship is a small token of our 
appreciation to him and for his 
service.” 

Riviera Utilities Manager Mike Dugger recently presented certificates to local recipients of the Alabama 
Municipal Electric Authority/Riviera Utilities Scholarships. With Dugger are (L to R) Jordan Hullett and 
Gregory Resmondo, both of Foley High School; and, Jonathon Pruitt of Daphne High School.  Dugger and 
Bob Davis (far right), former Riviera Utilities’ employee, present Lawrence Rowzee III of Foley High School 
with the Robert M. Davis Scholarship. The scholarship recognizes and honors Davis for his many years of 
service to Riviera Utilities and its customers. The scholarship was set up to recognize a deserving student 
who is working toward a vocational or technical career.

Riviera Utilities awards scholarships to area students
By David Horton

Rowzee has indicated that he will 
be pursuing a degree in Commercial 
Art and Computer Graphics at 
Faulkner State in Bay Minette.  

“We extend our congratulations 

and best wishes to all of these 
students and we look forward 
to seeing them further their 
education through the use of these 
scholarships,” Dugger added.
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Over 125 years ago, Booker T. Washington arrived 
in Tuskegee as the first principal of Tuskegee 
Institute.  With his vision, African Americans 

had the opportunity to gain skills and knowledge that 
would improve the quality of lives in their communities.  
He also looked at the entire student and not just their 
“book learning.” With very little financial support, he 
was able to teach self-sufficiency by necessity. By being 
frugal, creative and determined he set high standards 
for the students and faculty that would be duplicated by 
educators around the world.

His vision also included recruiting African American 
faculty members who would serve as mentors and also 
share their expertise with the student body. The most 
famous faculty member arrived in Tuskegee in 1896 to 
start the Department of Agriculture.  George Washington 
Carver has been credited with saving the agriculture of 
the South. He proposed crop rotation by replacing cotton 
with peanuts and sweet potatoes.  His research success 
included discovering over 300 uses for the peanut and 
over 120 uses for the sweet potato.

Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site is managed 
by the National Park Service and includes the George 
Washington Carver Museum and the home of Booker T. 
Washington - The Oaks.  This unique national park is the 
only park out of 391 national parks across the country 
that is located on an active college campus – Tuskegee 
University.  This university is the only college campus 
in the country that has been designated as a national 
historic district.  All of these buildings were constructed 
by Tuskegee Institute students who also were responsible 
for all of the brick production.

The George Washington Carver Museum was dedicated 
in 1941 by a good friend of Dr. Carver’s – Henry Ford, 
who offered Dr. Carver a job with his company.  Dr. 
Carver declined the invitation saying he would stay in 
Tuskegee to be the greatest good to his people.  The 
museum now houses Carver’s laboratory, his artwork, 
and product examples created by Carver. The history of 
Tuskegee Institute is also well documented with artifacts 

Preserving the Legacy of Tuskegee Institute
By Shirley Baxter

and historic photographs. Visitors may take a self-guided 
tour of the museum and pick up a souvenir or book in the 
bookstore managed by Eastern National.  Two movies that 
document the lives of both George Washington Carver 
and Booker T. Washington are available for viewing in the 
museum theater.

The construction of The Oaks, the family home of 
Booker T. Washington, began in 1899.  The three-story 
Queen Anne-style home was a showplace for famous 
visitors. Three rooms located on the first floor -  the 
parlor, library and the dining room - are furnished with 
time period correct items. His office located on the 
second floor can be found as Washington used it until his 
untimely death in 1915.  The Oaks is currently closed for 
renovations but will reopen in 2008.

The museum is open seven days a week from 9 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m. except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
Day.  For more information, you can access www.nps.gov/
tuin or call 334-727-3200.

“How far you go in life depends on your being 
tender with the young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant 
of the weak and the strong. Because someday in 
life you will have been all of these.”

George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver Museum

The Oaks
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Enduring
treasures 
made here.
What’s growing in 

the fertile soil of 
Alabama’s Black Belt? 
Cotton, for sure, but 

a new sense of community, too. 
Artists, craftsmen and entrepreneurs 
formed Black Belt Treasures, a 
gallery that showcases homegrown 
art and wares from Camden’s finest.

Everything about the area has 
a home in the gallery: sculpture, 
woodwork, candy, jewelry, baskets, 
books, paintings, hot sauce, vases, 
toys, blankets, and syrup — just to 
name a few.

Quilter Rennie Miller has shown 
her work there since it opened in 
2005. “The Black Belt is mostly a  
lot of isolated communities, so 
Black Belt Treasures gives us an 
opportunity to get out in the world 
and let people see what we do.”

“We couldn’t have done it alone.”

Heart
&Soul

ALABAMA

la@leadershipal.org



Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
804 South Perry Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL 
Permit No. 275

Places to Go and   
Things to Do

Alexander City
Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex. Children and adult 

swimming lessons, children tennis lessons, Summer 
Day Camp for children and adult softball teams. Youth 
football and cheerleading registration the entire month 
of July. For more information, call (256) 329-6736.

Charles E. Bailey Sr. Sport-plex, Senior Activity Program 
Events. July and August are devoted to the 50+ 
Aquatic Exercise Program.  Free classes are offered two 
times a day. For more information, call Corley Holt at 
256-329-2910. 

July 1-31, Mamie’s Place Children’s library Summer 
Reading Program. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Special guests and 
programs for children. The theme for 2008:  “Catch the 
Reading Bug”. Browse www.alexandercityonline.com/
library, or call (256) 329-6796.

July 4 and Aug. 1, First Fridays. Shop, Dine and Discover 
downtown Alexander City during extended hours each 
first Friday evening of the month. Select downtown 
merchants stay open until 8pm.  Enjoy featured events, 
music, shop specials and more.  For more information, 
call (256) 329-9227.

Annual 4th of July Fireworks Show, Russell lands. Free 
admission to one of the largest fireworks displays in the 
Southeast.  Accompanied by the benefit concert earlier 
in the afternoon (fee for concert). Call (256) 329-0835 
for more information.

Alexander City Horse Riding Club. July 12, Alex City Club 
Horse Show; July 26, EAHA Youth Horse Show; Aug. 2, 
Alex City Club Horse Show; Aug. 9, EAHA Youth Horse 
Show; and, Aug. 16, EAHA Climax Show.  For more 
information, call Jimmy Avery at (256) 234-2925.

Alexander City Farmer’s Market. Saturdays in July through 
October.  Located at the fountain on Broad Street. Local 
growers exhibit and sell their fruits, vegetables and 
plants. Contact (256) 329-9227.

Adelia M. Russell library Exhibit Series:  One year-long 
Library Exhibit Series encompasses poetry readings 
and book signings. Instructional tours for classrooms 
and social clubs are available. Please call (256) 
329-6796 from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m., or browse www.
alexandercityonline.com/library for details.

Aug. 16, 12th Annual MainStreet Alexander City Auction. 
Benefiting MainStreet and the promotion of local 
events and historic downtown Alexander City.  Evening 
begins at 6 p.m. with preview party, art show and silent 
auction. Followed by live auction. Tickets available at 
local businesses. Call (256) 329-9227 for more info.

Aug. 23, living History, Horseshoe Bend National Military 
Park. The 9th annual “Muster on the Tallapoosa”. 
Begins at 9:30 am. Features various activities during 
the day, including living history camps of Creek and 
Cherokee Indians and the Tennessee Militia. Guest 
speakers offer insight into the Creek War. This free 
event is a must for historians. Call (256) 234-7111 for 
more details.

dothan
July 6, 13, 20, 27, 3 p.m., Heritage Forums. Programs on 

state and local history. Interpretive Center. Registration 
required. Free with gate admission. July 6, Alabama’s 
First Capitol City; July 14, TBA; July 20,  Rosenwald 
Schools of Alabama (tentative); July 27, Longleaf Pine 
Forests of Alabama (tentative)

Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 10 a.m., Science on Saturdays. 
Science programs for kids. Interpretive Center. 
Registration required. Free with gate admission. Aug. 2, 
Leave it to Beavers—To Teach Us About Water Safety; 
Aug. 9, Alabama Owls; Aug. 16, Alabama Wildlife 
with the Montgomery Zoo; Aug. 23, The Secrets of 
Chemistry; Aug. 30, Endangered Alabama Reptiles

landmark Park is a 100-acre natural and cultural history 
museum and serves as Alabama’s Official Museum of 
Agriculture. It is located on Hwy. 431 N in Dothan, AL., 
three miles north of Ross Clark Circle. Regular hours 
are Sun., noon-6 p.m.; Mon.-Sat, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Adult 
admission is $4; children, $3; members and children 3 
and under, free. 

Starlab Planetarium shows are on Saturdays at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Admission is $1 for non-members and free for members. 

Fairhope
July 4, City of Fairhope Fourth of July Celebration. 

Baldwin Pops Concert on the Bluff, 7 p.m.; fireworks, 
9 p.m. Fairhope Municipal Pier For information, call 
929-1466.

Macon County
July 4, 7 p.m., Founders day/independence day Fireworks 

Celebration, Lake Tuskegee.

July 26, 8:45 a.m., 4th Annual Sickle Cell Association, 
inc., Charity golf Benefit. Auburn Links at Mill Creek, 
Auburn.

Opelika
July 3, 6:30 p.m., Annual Freedom Celebration, Opelika 

High School Practice Field. This family night of fun 
and excitement includes giant inflatable games 
and activities for the kids, musical entertainment, 
skydivers, food and the largest fireworks display in the 
area. Bring the whole family, a lawn chair or blanket 
and relax on the grass!  Enjoy the special musical 
entertainment provided by Muse as you enjoy a picnic 
supper (food is available for purchase or you can bring 
your own). At 7:30 p.m. the amazing Buddy Blue and 

three other skydivers will bring down the Stars and 
Stripes when they land on the adjacent baseball field. 
Earlier in the evening the, kids put their name on a 
paper plate and if a skydiver lands on his plate, that 
child wins a prize. Prepare to be amazed at dark with 
the area’s largest and most impressive Fireworks Show.  
Don’t miss this family night of fun. Free to the public. 

2008 Summer Swing, Concerts in the Park Series. Each 
Tuesday at 7 p.m., Opelika Municipal Park. July 8, 
Crossroads (contemporary and classic rock); July 15, 
Muse (the group’s 20th year; easy listening, vocal- 
oriented acoustic soft rock); July 22, Auburn University 
Summer Band; July 29, Fred Jones and the Good 
News Trio (Southern gospel); Aug. 5, Martha’s Trouble 
(nationally-recognized Americana singers/songwriters); 
and Aug. 12, Back to School Bash with Route 66.

July 11, 5-9 p.m., Opelika Main Street independence 
day Celebration. Downtown Opelika. Kids bring your 
decorated bike, trike or wagon for the parade at 6 p.m. 
Enjoy watermelon and music by DJ OZZ and much more. 
Fun for the entire family. For more information, contact 
Opelika Main Street at (334) 745-0466, or visit us at 
www.opelikamainstreet.org

Opelika Main Street Farmer’s Market. 3-6 p.m. Market is held 
each Tuesday along South Railroad Avenue, between 
8th and 9th Streets. If you are a grower and would like 
to participate, contact Opelika Main Street at (334) 
745-0466. Visit us at www.opelikamainstreet.org. 

Aug. 1, Opelika Main Street. Downtown Opelika.  Shops open 
until 8 p.m. Bring your friends and dine at one of our 
restaurants and afterwards stroll though our shops to 
find that unique one-of-a-kind gift. Complimentary 
gift wrap and personal service is a downtown Opelika 
tradition. Visit us at www.opelikamainstreet.org.

Piedmont
July 5 and 9, and Aug. 2 and 16. 7 a.m., Farmer’s Market. 

Downtown Piedmont. Fresh produce will be available 
from local farmers. For more information, e-mail Dan 
Freeman at piedmontbc@aol.com.

July 26, Motorcycle Cruise, 4-8 p.m. Downtown Piedmont. 
For more information, e-mail Dan Freeman at 
piedmontbc@aol.com.

Sylacauga
Comer Museum will host the Public Spaces Artists during 

the month of July. A reception for the artists will be 
held on Thursday, July 10, 6:30-8 p.m.

Comer Museum will host Ms. Tinnie Pettway and Ms. 
Minnie Pettway of That’s Sew Gee’s Bend in August.  
The museum will feature the quilt collection called 
Tinnie Pieces with Minnie Designs. A reception will be 
held for the artists on Thursday, Aug. 14, 6:30-8 p.m. 
For information, visit  www.geesbend.net.


