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T hirty-six Alabama cities 
have public power utilities 
that provide electricity to 

their citizens. They range in size 
from cities like Huntsville to cities 
that serve fewer than 2,000 meters.

Like citizens in more than 2,000 
communities across the United 
States, these Alabama citizens 
choose to provide electric service 
through public power systems. 
Not-for-profit electric utilities are 
accountable to the customers they serve.

Nationwide, public power provides the electric power needs 
for 44 million Americans.

Like community police, fire departments, water and sewer 
departments, parks, schools, and hospitals, public power 
systems are rooted in the American tradition of local people 
providing for their basic community needs. Public power sys-
tems provide service — electricity at not-for-profit prices.

Public power’s low electric rates are magnets for communi-
ty economic development. So is its ability to provide stream-
lined “one-stop shopping” customer services that encourage 
existing business customers to maintain and expand their 
operations and attract new business. Strong, stable employers 
mean strong, stable jobs for local citizens.

Some electric power companies come and go...

Employees of Dothan Utilities serve on your Local Communications Committee. 
The committee serves as the “ears and eyes” of your community for the Ala-
bama Currents and other communications efforts to keep you informed about 
your municipal electric system. Shown (left to right) are Linda Mashburn, 
Richard Ash, Cynthia Green and Benita Smith.

From the Editor

H appy New Year! We hope your 
holiday was a blessed and joy-
ous one. We look forward to 

a productive and successful 2008 as we 
continue to serve our 11 Members and you, 
the customer.

The Alabama Municipal Electric Author-
ity (AMEA), along with the electric indus-
try, was faced with many challenges in 
2007, including rising fuel costs, Clean Air 
congressional mandates, triple-digit temperatures this past 
summer, and the drought. Many of these issues will impact 
us and our 11 Member cities well into 2008 and beyond. So 
how does this affect you? All of these issues impact electric 
rates and thus, your monthly energy bill.

Because we are aware that these issues impact your 
electric bill, AMEA and your municipal electric system have 
worked diligently to provide you with resources to help you 
maximize your energy dollars and be “wise energy users.” 
Some of these efforts have been demonstrated in Alabama 
Currents magazine, Energy Depot®, and monthly public ser-
vice announcements in your local newspapers.

Another effort AMEA has pursued on behalf of its Mem-
ber cities and their customers is a partnership with ENERGY 
STAR® to “promote energy efficiency as an easy and desir-

able option for organizations and consumers to prevent pol-
lution, protect the global environment, and save on energy 
bills.”

ENERGY STAR is a joint program of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy help-
ing us all save money and protect the environment through 
energy-efficient products and practices. Results are already 
adding up. Americans, with the help of ENERGY STAR, saved 
enough energy in 2006 alone to avoid greenhouse gas emis-
sions equivalent to those from 25 million cars — all while 
saving $14 billion on their utility bills.

AMEA will launch the program to its Member cities this 
month. Through the partnership, AMEA will be able to help 
its Members promote the benefits of energy-efficient homes, 
buildings, products and services. Be on the lookout for some 
of these promotions and resources throughout the coming 
year. 

Because we are keenly aware of the impact these critical is-
sues have on your electric bill, AMEA will continue to research 
energy-efficiency resources to help you save money each 
month on your electric bill.

Lisa Miller
Director of Communications
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Alabama and the Southeast have been adversely affected by the drought 
of 2007. The substantial drought affecting Lake Martin has shown no signs of 
weakening and long-range forecasts project a dry winter. The drought has not 
only affected the drinking water for cities like Alexander City (see article on 
Page 12), but also hydropower production. Alexander City has purchased tem-
porary pumps that are currently feeding the city’s drinking water system. 

Cover photo shows how the drought has impacted areas along Lake Martin 
such as Kowaliga, Wind Creek State Park, Blue Creek, Still Waters Resort, Har-
bor Point and Anchor Bay, just to name a few.
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Alabama and the Southeast have 
been faced with one of the 
most extreme droughts of this 

century.
Each time you turn on the TV or 

open a newspaper, there’s something 
about the drought and its adverse 
affect on our way of life. From the 
very water we drink to the farmers 
having a tough time raising crops to 
the endangered species along our rivers, it’s a harsh reality 
we all must face. And it looks like this stark reality will en-
dure throughout 2008. The cover of this issue of Alabama 
Currents demonstrates some of the effects of the drought, 
especially around Lake Martin.

The drought also impacts hydropower production and 
the energy costs that are included in your electric bill each 
month.

The cheapest energy your utility can purchase is 
hydropower, followed by nuclear, coal, and natural gas. 
Your utility receives its wholesale power from two sources 

In My Opinion – the Southeastern Power Administration (SEPA) and the 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority (AMEA). SEPA mar-
kets the hydropower from the 10 Army Corps of Engineers’ 
projects in the Southeast. 

The less water that’s available, the less hydropower 
SEPA has available, and the less cheap energy your utility 
can purchase. Since your utility is tasked with meeting 
your needs, it must then purchase more from AMEA.

AMEA receives its power from hydro, nuclear, coal, 
and natural gas. During a drought, there is not only less 
hydropower available from SEPA, but there is also less hy-
dropower available from AMEA. Thus, AMEA must purchase 
or produce more from its higher-priced sources. Either way, 
your electric bill is affected by the drought.

Although AMEA understands how the drought affects 
you, the customer, we will continue working with our 
Member cities to provide you with suggested methods for 
reducing your energy use. The intent of these efforts is to 
help you save money each month.

We will face these challenges together.

Fred D. Clark, Jr.
   AMEA President & CEO

W ill you be graduating from 
high school in the spring? 
Do you receive your elec-

tricity from a municipal electric sys-
tem in Alabama? Then if your answer 
to these questions is “yes,” you could 
be eligible to receive a scholarship 
from the Alabama Municipal Electric 
Authority (AMEA) and your munici-
pal electric system.

For the past 15 years, AMEA 
has assisted deserving students in 
each of its 11 Member cities (Alex-
ander City, Dothan, Fairhope, Foley, 
LaFayette, Lanett, Luverne, Opelika, 
Piedmont, Sylacauga and Tuskegee) 
with their first-year tuition to a state 
university. Recognizing that many 
high school seniors seek training in 
a technical or trade program, AMEA 
added a second “technical scholarship” in 2004.

In the 2007 program, 11 college scholarships, total-
ing $50,105, were awarded to students in AMEA’s Member 
cities, while seven (7) technical scholarships, totaling 
$16,485, were presented.

Starting with the 2008 pro-
gram, AMEA and its Members will 
make available 22, $2,500 scholar-
ships (two scholarships per Member 
city), and 11, $2,500 technical 
scholarships (one technical schol-
arship per Member city).

To be eligible for either of 
AMEA’s scholarships, a student’s 
family must receive electric service 
from a Member’s electric utility 
and the student must attend an 
Alabama college or university.

Applications are currently 
available from school counselors 
in these Member cities, or you can 
go online to the AMEA web site, 
www.amea.com, About Us, AMEA 
Scholarship Program. Applications 
are reviewed and selected by an 

independent panel of college guidance personnel. Applica-
tion deadline is Monday, Feb. 4.

For more information on the program, contact your 
school counselor or Jessica Kronberg, AMEA’s Communica-
tions Assistant, (334) 387-3511, or jessica@amea.com.

You still have time to apply for the
AMEA 2008 Scholarship Program 
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N o doubt about it – energy costs are definitely 
going higher and higher. This winter though, you 
can keep warm without straining your budget.  

Below are some easy tips for improving your home’s energy 
efficiency, while still keeping warm and toasty indoors.

•  Caulk and weather-strip windows and doors to stop air 
leaks, or stop leaks at the base of doors and windows 
with a draft dodger. 

•  Install storm windows over single-pane windows or re-
place them with ENERGY STAR® rated low-e windows, OR

•  Cover windows with insulating shades or plastic sheet-
ing to reduce heat transfer.

•  Add insulation where needed in walls, crawl spaces, 
and especially in the attic.  Making sure the attic is 
properly insulated is one of the most cost effective 
ways to make your home more comfortable. 

•  Also make sure ductwork is properly sealed and 
wrapped. 

•  Wrap your water heater with an insulation blanket. 
These can be purchased at local home improvement 
stores and are easy to install. 

•  Set the thermostat at 68 degrees during the day, and 
lower at night. Using a programmable thermostat can 
make this job easier by allowing you to “set it and 
forget it.” 

•  Keep air vents clear of obstructions and keep filters 
clean. 

•  Wearing layered clothes inside the house lets you be 
more comfortable with a lower room temperature. 
Sweaters or jackets can be removed or added as the 
inside climate changes. 

•  During winter months, open window coverings to let 
the sunshine in during the day. 

•  Close the damper in your fireplace when not in use. 
But, remember to open it again before lighting a fire! 

•  Turn off kitchen and bathroom vents as soon as they 
have done their job. A running vent can suck all of 
the heated air out of your home in about an hour.

ENERGY STAR also offers two on-line tools to assist 
homeowners in determining which improvements would 
benefit them the most.  These are the ENERGY STAR Home 
Advisor at www.energystar.gov/homeadvisor, and a sea-
sonal tool which currently features tips for Fall/Winter, 
entitled ENERGY STAR @ Home www.energystar.gov/index.
cfm?c=products.es_at_home.  The ENERGY STAR @ Home 
tool takes homeowners on a room-by-room tour of a house 
to demonstrate all the ways to be energy-efficient in their 
homes so they can save money, protect the environment, 
and enjoy year-round comfort in their homes. 

For more information on saving energy during the 
winter, contact Karen Clifton with the Alabama Department 
of Economic and Community Affairs’ Energy, Weatherization 
and Technology Division at Karen.Clifton@adeca.alabama.
gov or (800) 392-8098.  

Adding insulation can put 
money back in your pocket
By Doug Rye

About this time every year, I 
will get phone calls, usually 
from a lady, that go some-

thing like this:
Ring, ring, ring.
Doug: Doug Rye.
Caller: May I speak to Doug Rye.
Doug: This is Doug Rye.
Caller: Really, I can’t believe I’m 
talking to you.

Doug: How may I help you?
Caller: Well, I have a heat pump and my house is cold.
Doug: Where do you live?
Caller: northern Alabama.
Doug: What is your thermostat set on?
Caller: 67 degrees.
Doug: Well, turn it up to 95 degrees and call me back if you 
house doesn’t get warm (usually a long pause here).
Caller: I can’t do that.
Doug: Why not?
Caller: My electricity bill would be sky high!
Doug: I’m just kidding with you. Turn it up to 75 degrees 
and see how that works. Call me again if your house doesn’t 
get warm.

You see folks, I have been responsible for many thou-
sands of homes and all of them, I repeat all of them, have a 
heat pump. It may be an air-to-air heat pump or it may be 
a geothermal heat pump, but all have heat pumps. To my 
knowledge, not a single one of these families are unhappy 
with their heat pump.

During the oil embargo of the 80s, President Jimmy 
Carter recommended to our nation that we wear heavy 
sweaters and turn the thermostat down to 67 degrees. I re-
member that I didn’t like that recommendation and I don’t 
like it now. Could you have lower utility bills by doing that? 
Probably, but most likely you would not be comfortable. 
Americans want to be comfortable!

A better solution is to add cellulose insulation to your 
attic, set your thermostat at 75 degrees and get the same 
result AND be comfortable.

My energy tip for this issue is that you add cellulose 
insulation in your attic until you have a total of 12 inches 
of insulation. Yes, just spray it over the existing insulation.

In many cases, you might get a payback in a couple of 
cold winters and hot summers. You may also be eligible for 
an income tax deduction, and you will be comfortable.

More on heat pumps and why I prefer cellulose in the 
next issue.

Happy 2008 and stay warm!

Doug Rye is an Arkansas architect. He is a free-lance 
writer for Alabama Currents, providing energy-efficiency 
information and tips to help customers maximize their energy 
dollars. Have a question for Doug? Contact him at (501) 653-
7931 or www.dougrye.com

Don’t let high energy costs 
frost you this winter
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CFLs can save you 
money

A compact fluorescent 
light or CFL:
• uses 2/3 less energy 

than a standard incan-
descent light bulb.

• saves you $30 or more 
on energy costs over the 
life of the bulb.

• lasts up to 10 times as 
long as a standard bulb.

• generates 70 percent 
less heat than a stan-
dard bulb.
CFLs provide the great-

est savings if used in light 
fixtures that are on for 
a substantial amount of 
time each day – at least 15 
minutes at a time or several 
hours continuously. The best 
location to use CFLs is usual-
ly in a family room, kitchen, 
dining room, bedroom and 
outdoors.

CFLs are available in 
sizes and shapes to fit 
most fixtures for indoors or 
outdoors. When selecting a 
CFL, look for one labeled as 
equivalent to the incandes-
cent bulb you are replacing.

Increase fuel efficiency  
to combat high gasoline prices

As the price of gasoline continues to rise, there are ways we 
can increase the fuel efficiency of our vehicles. Today’s gaso-
line prices fluctuate like the weather with no end in sight. In 

fact, experts are predicting much higher prices than we’ve seen to 
date.  Here are some changes you can make in your routine to help 
stretch the time between your visits to the pump.

TIpS FOR FUEL EFFICIENCy

When Filling Up:
•  Choose the right octane gas for your car. Check the owner’s man-

ual to find out what octane your engine needs. Only about six 
percent of the cars sold in the U.S. need premium gas.

•  Avoid topping off your gas tank. In warm weather, fuel expansion 
can cause an overflow.

Before Heading Out:
•  Let your car warm up for 30 seconds. A warm engine is more fuel efficient than a cold 

one. Idling your engine too long wastes fuel. 
•  Keep your tires inflated to the proper level. Properly inflated tires provide less road 

resistance and can improve fuel efficiency by three to five percent. It can also increase 
the life of your tires. Check your owner’s manual for appropriate inflation levels. This 
information may also be available on the jamb of the driver’s side door.

•  Watch for tread wear by checking the wear patterns and tread levels frequently. Have 
the tires rotated at least every 6,000 miles. Keeping your car properly aligned can also 
reduce your fuel bill by two percent and extend the life of your tires.

•  Get regular engine tune-ups and car maintenance checks to avoid fuel economy prob-
lems due to worn spark plugs, dragging brakes, low transmission fluid, or transmission 
problems.

•  Replace clogged air filters to improve gas mileage by as much as 10 percent and protect 
your engine.

•  Avoid packing items on top of the car. A loaded roof rack or carrier creates wind resis-
tance and can decrease fuel economy by five percent.

•  Lighten your load. An extra 100 pounds in the trunk reduces a typical car’s fuel 
economy by one to two percent.

While on the Road:
•  Stay within posted speed limits. Driving at high speeds, especially for long distances, 

uses more gasoline. Each five miles per hour (mph) you drive over 60 mph reduces fuel 
efficiency by about 10 percent.

•  Use cruise control. It helps maintain a constant speed and, in most cases, helps reduce 
fuel use.

•  Aggressive driving (speeding, rapid acceleration, and hard braking) wastes gas. It can 
lower your highway gas mileage 33 percent and city mileage five percent.

•  Use overdrive gears when on the highway. Overdrive decreases the car’s engine speed, 
reducing fuel consumption and engine wear.

•  Combine errands to avoid making several short trips. Short trips of five miles or less can 
decrease fuel efficiency.

•  Car pool, van pool, walk or ride a bike when possible.
your Next Vehicle:

•  Car manufacturers are developing models that get better gas mileage and have very low 
emissions. Evaluate your transportation needs and then research your options to find a 
car that will save you money and keep the air cleaner.
For more information on these and other energy-saving tips, contact the Energy, 

Weatherization and Technology Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and 
Community Affairs at (800)392-8098.
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C ongress and some states are starting to get seri-
ous about global climate change. Enactment of a 
federal law is still some time off. A bill is not likely 

to make it to the president’s desk for his signature until 
after the 2008 elections, American Public Power Association 
(APPA) Senior Vice President, Government Relations, Joe 
Nipper says. Speaking at APPA’s Legal Seminar, he said leg-
islative activity on the issue has slowed down, particularly 
in the House. That “is a good thing because it’s a hugely 
important and hugely complex issue.”

Early in this Congress, House Energy and Commerce 
Committee Chairman John Dingell, D-Mich., and Energy and 
Air Quality Subcommittee Chairman Rick Boucher, D-Va., 
indicated they expected to mark up a climate change bill 
by October and have it ready for floor action. Dingell and 
Boucher instead recently issued a white paper, the first in a 
planned series.

The white paper offers some detail on a cap-and-trade 
system, such as the point of regulation for different sectors 
(at the generator for the electricity industry). However, the 
paper is less definitive on other issues, with only a brief 
mention of possible consideration of complementary mea-
sures (such as carbon taxes and energy efficiency or other 
performance standards), Nipper said. The white paper also 
notes that some issues, such as the point of regulation for 
the industrial sector, will be difficult to resolve.

Given all that, the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee is not likely to act on a climate change bill this year, 
Nipper said.

The Senate is moving a little faster, with Sens. John 
Warner, R-Va., and Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., having 
introduced a cap-and-trade bill that has been tagged as a 
vehicle for action. The Warner-Lieberman bill, S. 2191, is 
“a perfect place to start,” Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee Chair Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., said. “Today 
will be remembered as a turning point in the fight against 
global warming,” she said of its introduction.

As this was being written, the Subcommittee on Pri-
vate Sector and Consumer Solutions to Global Warming and 
Wildlife Protection (with Lieberman as chair and Warner 
as ranking minority member) was poised to mark up the 
bill. While it may well make it past the subcommittee, the 
bill isn’t likely to be reported out by the full committee 

this year. Boxer promised a series of hearings and briefings 
before the committee tackles the legislation.

Their bill, America’s Climate Security Act, S. 2191, is 
projected to reduce U.S. greenhouse-gas emissions by as 
much as 19 percent below the 2005 level (4 percent below 
the 1990 level) in 2020 and by as much as 70 percent below 
the 2005 level in 2050.

States are not waiting on the feds. Western states are 
talking about their own version of the Northeast state’s Re-
gional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. Citing the Supreme Court’s 
ruling that carbon dioxide fits the Clean Air Act’s defini-
tion of a pollutant, Kansas became the first state to use 
global warming as a reason for denying an air permit to a 
proposed coal-fired power plant. Proposed coal plants were 
derailed by state officials in Florida and Oklahoma, hardly 
known as bastions of liberal environmentalism.

Keeping up with this changing landscape is difficult. 
When Energy Northwest first proposed to build an IGCC 
plant, “I thought we had the perfect plant in the perfect 
place at the perfect time,” Energy Northwest attorney Bill 
Prentice told the Legal Seminar. But the state Legislature in 
2006 passed a bill that essentially limited emissions at any 
new power plant to those of a natural gas plant. Prentice 
said he still thinks the plant will be permitted and built, 
but it won’t be smooth sailing.

While some environmentalists would like to pronounce 
last rites for coal, to paraphrase Mark Twain, report of its 
death has been greatly exaggerated. Witness the recent 
groundbreaking for the Prairie State Energy Campus, a 
1,600-MW coal-fired power plant to be built by a coalition 
that includes several public power agencies. According to 
the Energy Information Administration’s (EIA) Electric 
Power Annual 2006, planned coal-fired capacity on Jan. 1, 
2007, totaled 29,698 MW, up slightly from the 27,884 MW 
reported a year earlier. Most of this proposed capacity is 
scheduled to start commercial operation between 2009 and 
2011. Coal plants planned for Texas, Kentucky, Illinois, and 
Wisconsin represent over one-half of all proposed coal-fired 
capacity additions, EIA noted.

The window of opportunity for new coal plants is still 
open. But, absent a breakthrough on carbon sequestration 
or some other technology, its closing fast, and in some 
areas, it’s already shut.
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American public power Association
Washington Report

The climate for coal
By Robert Varela

Editor, Public Power Weekly
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Alabama Power plans to raise rates  
6.15 percent

Alabama Power Co., starting Jan. 1, plans to raise the 
annual cost of electricity for a typical residential customer 
by $78, or 6.15 percent, according to papers utility officials 
filed Friday with the state Public Service Commission. 

The average annual cost would rise from $1,275 to 
$1,353 for a residential customer who uses 1,000 kilowatt-
hours of electricity each month. Utility officials say that’s 
the median residential usage - half of residential customers 
use more, half use less. 

The average monthly bill would rise by $6.53 for 1,000 
kilowatt-hours, from $106.21 to $112.74, according to the 
PSC and Alabama Power. 

The proposed rate increase will take effect Jan. 1 un-
less the PSC, which regulates utilities, objects. That gener-
ally doesn’t happen. 

Electric rates also would increase Jan. 1 by 6.02 percent 
for most businesses and by 4.37 percent for large industrial 
customers, said utility spokeswoman Carrie Kurlander. 

The rate increases would boost Alabama Power’s rev-
enues by $255.2 million next year. That includes $146.54 
million to pay for a rise in general operating expenses, such 
as buying supplies and paying employees, and $108.65 mil-
lion to help pay for pollution-reduction equipment sched-
uled to start working this year. 

“There is no denying that the cost of business contin-
ues to rise,” Kurlander said. “Adjustments are needed to 
cover those costs.” 

Without the increase for general operating expenses, 
Alabama Power’s return on average common equity, a mea-
sure of profitability, would drop to 11.38 percent next year, 
according to its filing with the PSC. With the increase, it 
would be 13.61 percent. 

The PSC for many years has allowed Alabama a return 
on average common equity of 13 percent to 14.5 percent. 

New pollution-reduction equipment scheduled to come 
on line next year at plants in Walker and Mobile counties 
will cut emissions and cost about $500 million, according to 
the company. 

“The investments we are making are paying off because 
the air in Alabama is getting cleaner,” Kurlander said. 

PSC spokesman David Rountree said the federal govern-
ment is mandating reductions in air pollution from power 
plants, requiring Alabama Power to spend lots of money on 
pollution-control equipment. “The environmental part is 
not optional,” he said. 

Rountree also said that even with the proposed increas-
es, Alabama Power’s electric rates would “still look pretty 
good” compared to other electric utilities nationwide. 

Kurlander said Alabama Power’s average retail electric 
rate this year is 15 percent below the national average. 

Alabama Power last year reported revenues of $5.01 bil-
lion and a profit of $517.7 million after paying dividends on 
preferred stock. The utility has about 1.4 million residen-
tial, commercial and industrial customers in Alabama. 

Source: The Birmingham News

New Energy Star computers could save $1.8 
billion over five years

More than 500 computer products are now meeting new 
Energy Star standards that took effect in July, according to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Thanks 
to the efforts of more than 35 manufacturers, a wide range 
of computer products now include internal power supplies 
that are at least 80 percent efficient, that is, less than 20 
percent of the power fed into them is lost as heat. The 
new standard applies to desktop and notebook (or laptop) 
computers, game consoles, integrated computer systems, 
desktop-derived servers and workstations, and if every U.S. 
household and business replaced their old computers with 
new Energy Star-qualified models, the nation would save 
more than $1.8 billion in energy costs over the next five 
years. The Energy Star program is joint effort of DOE and 
the EPA. 

One of the more remarkable computers on the Energy 
Star list is the XO laptop, created by a non-profit organiza-
tion called One Laptop Per Child (OLPC). The laptop con-
sumes one-tenth the electricity of a typical laptop, using 
only two watts during normal operation and one watt while 
idle. This allows it to be recharged with a manual crank, 
so it can be used in areas without electrical power. The 
organization aims to distribute the laptop to children in 
third-world countries, with the goal of providing every child 
in the world with access to knowledge and modern forms of 
education. Mass production of the XO laptop started yester-
day at Quanta Computer in Taiwan. 

In other Energy Star news, four JCPenney stores in 
the state of Washington are the first retail buildings in the 
country to earn the Energy Star label for superior energy 
efficiency and environmental performance. Located in the 
towns of Puyallup, Vancouver, Bellevue and Burlington, the 
four stores use about 35 percent less energy than typi-
cal retail stores nationwide. Compared to similar stores 
nationwide, the JCPenney stores collectively spend almost 
$250,000 less per year on energy. As of Oct. 1, retail build-
ings can qualify for the Energy Star label if they rate in the 
top 25 percent of similar retail buildings nationwide. 

Space heater related blazes decrease  
dramatically, but still among most common 
cause of fatal fires

The number of fires caused by space heaters has de-
creased dramatically over the years, but the devices are still 
one of the most common causes of fatal fires. 

In November, an 84-year-old man died and a Bessemer 
police officer was injured during a fire that may have been 
caused by a space heater. 

A week earlier, a house in western Birmingham was 
heavily damaged in a fire started by a space heater. 

As temperatures drop, firefighters can expect an 
increase in such fires. According to the National Fire Data 
Center, the months of December and January have the high-
est number of house fires and fire-related deaths. 

E n E r g y  n E w s  B r i E f s
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Chili Cornbread Salad
1 (8.5-ounce) package Mexican cornbread/muffin mix
1 (4-ounce) can chopped green chilies, undrained
1 cup mayonnaise
1 (8-ounce) carton sour cream
1 envelope ranch dressing mix
2 (15-ounce) cans pinto beans, rinsed and drained
2 (15.25 ounce) cans whole kernel corn, drained
3 medium tomatoes, chopped, or cherry tomatoes cut in half
1 cup chopped green bell pepper
1 cup chopped green onions
10 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled
2 cups (8 ounces) shredded cheese

Prepare cornbread mix according to package directions. Stir in green chilies. Spread 
in a greased 8-inch square baking pan. Bake at 400 degrees for 20-25 minutes, or 
until a toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean. Cool bread.

In a small bowl, combine mayonnaise, sour cream and dressing mix. Set aside. 
Crumble half of the cornbread mixture into a 13x9x2-inch dish or tall glass bowl. 
Layer with half each of the beans, mayonnaise mixture, corn, tomatoes, bell pepper, 
onions, bacon and cheese. Repeat layers (dish will be very full). Cover and refriger-
ate for 2 hours. Serves 12.

Cooking with
Electricity 

Locally, at least four people have died in space heater 
related fires in the last two years, according to news reports. 

In December 2006, a 49-year-old Birmingham man died 
when a space heater ignited a bedspread at a Pratt City 
apartment. 

A week later, a space heater started a fire at a two-
story house in the 300 block of Fourth Terrace North. A 
man suffered burns to both hands, mild smoke inhalation 
and bruises from falling down the stairs while attempting 
to escape that fire. 

In December 2005, a 12-year-old boy died in a fire at 
a Midfield house when a heater was placed too close to a 
bed. A week earlier, an electric space heater caught a mat-
tress on fire, killing a 22-year-old woman in Birmingham’s 
Brown Springs community. 

According to the U.S. Fire Administration, heating 
devices - which includes space heaters, fireplaces, chimneys 
and water heaters - are the second most common cause of 
house fires behind fires started by cooking. 

However, the number of heating device related fires in 
2004 dropped to roughly 49,000 nationwide - down from 
an estimated 200,000 in 1984, according to the USFA. 

The number of fires started by space heaters peaked 
in the early 1980s when consumers purchased the devices, 
and relied more on wood-burning fireplaces, as an energy 
shortage drove up the cost of heating homes, according to 
fire safety experts. 

Capt. C.W. Mardis, public information officer for the 
Birmingham Fire and Rescue Service, said the number of 
heater related fires, as well as all other structure fires, have 
decreased in part because fire safety education has become 
more available in the last 20 years. 

Even still, the Birmingham department anticipates a 50 
percent increase in fire calls each winter, mainly due to the 
misuse of heating devices, Mardis said. 

“This is what we call fire season,” Mardis said. 
Most fires involving space heaters are due to human 

error, Mardis said. Often the heaters are placed too close to 
flammable objects or are filled with the wrong type of fuel. 

Safety Tips:
• Place heaters at least three feet away from objects such 

as bedding, furniture and drapes. 
• Never wear loose-fitting clothes near a space heater. 
• Never place anything on top of a space heater. 
• Select a heater with a guard around the heating ele-

ment to keep children, pets and clothing away from the 
heat source. 

• Purchase heaters with a "tip switch." These switches 
turn the heater off if it is knocked over. 

• Select a heater that has been tested and certified by a 
nationally recognized testing laboratory. 

• Be sure wires are not frayed, broken or exposed. Never 
place a carpet or rug over the wires. 

• Read and follow the manufacturer's operating instruc-
tions. 

• Keep children and pets away from space heaters. 
• Never leave a space heater unattended. 
• Never use or store flammable liquids (such as gasoline) 

around a space heater. 
• Never use heaters to dry clothes or shoes. 
• Do not place heaters where towels or other objects 

could fall on the heater and start a fire. 
• Have a working smoke detector. 

Source: The Birmingham News

E n E r g y  n E w s  B r i E f s



Look for energy  
savings when buying 
major appliances

T he federal govern-
ment estimates the 
average homeowner 

spends about $1,900 a year 
on energy. You can cut up to 
$80 from that bill by switch-
ing to ENERGY STAR® appli-
ances. 

No, you don’t have to 
rush out to buy brand new appliances. But as older appli-
ances wear out or break, replace them with new models that 
optimize energy savings. 

Your public power system recommends you first examine 
the Energy Guide label, which appears on almost all appli-
ances. That yellow-and-black label reveals how much energy 
the appliance will use in a year and how much it will cost to 
operate. It also compares the appliance’s energy cost to that 
of similar models. ENERGY STAR products sometimes cost 
more to buy, but you will recoup the difference in energy 
savings during the life of the appliance.

Any major appliance manufactured before 1994 uses 
more energy than it needs to. You should consider this infor-
mation when your major appliances need to be replaced:

Size your new refrigerator to your family’s needs. A 
refrigerator that’s half-empty costs more to operate than one 
that’s usually full. 

Energy Star dishwashers use less water and less energy 
for heat than inefficient models. Still, you’ll save even more 
by purchasing a dishwasher with an air-dry option, which 
saves energy over heated dry cycles. 

Your dehumidifier should have a built-in humidistat that 
lets you choose the relative humidity and then shuts the ma-
chine off when the room reaches that level. Models without 
that feature run nonstop. If you use the dehumidifier in a 
basement whose temperature dips below 65 degrees, buy one 
designed for use in lower temperatures to prevent frost. 

Front-loading washing machines use less water and clean 
more efficiently than top-loaders. Clothes dryers can’t be 
ENERGY STAR certified because they use so much heat. Still, 
you can save energy by choosing a dryer that automatically 
shuts off when clothes are dry. 

Larger air conditioners don’t necessarily work better 
than small ones. If a unit is too large for the room or house, 
it will cool the area quickly but it won’t reduce the humidity, 
making for a less comfortable room that costs more to cool. 

Energy-efficient ways to heat your home  
this winter

Heating and cooling costs typically account for 44 per-
cent of a home’s total energy expense according to the U. S. 
Department of Energy. Another 14 percent of a home’s energy 
usage is used to heat water. 

In the interest of energy management and reducing 
electric bills, your public power system offers these simple, 
energy-saving tips. 

Heating System - If you haven’t done so already, have 
a qualified technician inspect and service your system to en-
sure it’s safe and working at peak efficiency. Trim or remove 

grass, weeds, leaves, etc. from around the outdoor unit of 
your heating system. When airflow is blocked, it puts a strain 
on the system and lowers efficiency. 

If you have a forced-air heating system, clean or replace 
the filter monthly and keep heat vents open and unobstruct-
ed by furniture. If you have a gas, propane or oil furnace, 
adding a high-efficiency heat pump (called “dual fuel” or 
“piggyback”) can save you up to 40 percent on heating costs 
and keep you cool next summer. A dual fuel heat pump does 
most of your heating, while your gas furnace takes over 
when it is really cold. A heat pump is also a high-efficiency 
air conditioner. 

Thermostat - Install a programmable thermostat. The 
energy savings will offset the cost of a basic unit in less than 
a year. Programming your thermostat to lower the tempera-
ture from 72 degrees to 65 degrees for eight hours a day 
while no one is home, or while everyone is tucked in bed, 
will cut your heating bill up to 10 percent. 

If you have a standard thermostat, set it at 68 degrees 
and then it lower one degree until comfortable. For every 
degree you lower the thermostat, you can gain as much as a 
three percent savings in energy costs. 

Insulation – Check the insulation in the attic, ceilings, 
floors, exterior and basement walls or crawl space to make 
sure it’s in tip-top shape and at the recommended levels for 
your area. If your home is not adequately insulated, have 
additional insulation professionally installed. 

Insulate heating ducts and keep them in good repair 
to prevent heat loss. The system can lose up to 60 percent 
of its warmed air before it reaches the register if ducts are 
not properly insulated in unheated areas such as attics and 
crawlspaces. Owners of manufactured homes should check 
their ductwork under the home to make sure the fittings are 
tight and sealed. Insulating the hot water heater and hot 
water pipes can also provide significant energy and money 
savings. 

Air Leaks and Ventilation - Test your home for air 
leaks. You can save 10 percent or more on your energy bill by 
reducing the air leaks in your home. On a windy day, stand 
next to windows, doors, electrical outlets, and light fixtures. 
If you can feel a draft, you have an air leak that may need 
caulking, sealing, or weather stripping. 

Ventilation exhaust fans are often overlooked, but in just 
one hour, kitchen, bath, and other ventilating fans can pull 
out a houseful of warmed air. Turn off ventilation exhaust 
fans as soon as they’ve done the job. 

Look for the ENERGy STAR® and other tips - Cut your 
energy bills by up to 30 percent with ENERGY STAR-labeled 
products when replacing your heating and cooling systems, 
as well as appliances, lighting, windows, office equipment 
and home electronics. 

When the fireplace is not in use, keep the flue damper 
tightly closed. A chimney is designed specifically for smoke 
to escape, but warm air escapes as well - 24 hours a day! 

Open curtains on your windows during the day to allow 
direct sunlight to naturally heat your home, and close them 
at night to reduce the chill you may feel from cold windows. 
Keep blinds of sun-exposed windows open in the daytime and 
closed at night. Set ceiling fans to run clockwise to draw the 
air up and keep warm air circulating. 

By taking advantage of these helpful tips, you can keep 
your house warm, be a wise- energy user and maximize your 
electric savings.
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W hen it comes to 

energy savings, 
every little bit 

helps. To that aim, the City 
of Fairhope Electric De-
partment is installing load 
control relay (LCR) units on 
residential heating/cooling 
units. 

The devices are remote 
controlled from a central 
location by the Alabama 
Municipal Electric Au-
thority (AMEA), and are 
designed to be switched 
on when the system senses 

peak usage. The City is a member of AMEA along with 10 
other municipal-owned electric companies in the state. 

“AMEA monitors electric usage system wide, and when 
demand reaches a peak, a signal is sent to the LCRs to cut 
off compressors for two seven-minute cycles each hour 
during a peak,” explained Jeremy Morgan, meter techni-
cian who oversees the project for the city. “The homeown-

er won’t notice any difference in cooling, but shutting off 
the compressor for that short time will reduce power con-
sumption and reduce the overall demand for electricity.”

Morgan said the LCRs are quick and easy to install on 
the outside heating/cooling units. 

“They are small boxes mounted either on the house or 
on the actual unit. They are hooked into the unit’s ther-
mostat control, but if anything ever goes wrong with the 
LCR, the thermostat still runs and controls the compressor 
as usual.”

The devices can also be installed on heat pumps or 
water heaters. There is no cost to the homeowner for the 
LCR.

“We’d like to see these on every existing home and 
new home in Fairhope,” said Aaron Norris, electric super-
intendent. “The savings to the homeowner is not huge; 
the LCR only runs when there is a peak, and that doesn’t 
happen every day. But overall, the LCR allows for optimum 
energy consumption, and that eventually saves us all 
money in the long run.”

To request the installation of a LCR on your home’s 
heating/cooling unit, call Fairhope Electric Department at 
(251) 928-8003.

AMEA is Alabama Sales Affiliate for Hometown ConnectionsTM

www.amea.com

Alexander City
Dothan

Fairhope
LaFayette

Lanett
Luverne
Opelika

Piedmont
Riviera Utilities, Foley

Sylacauga
Tuskegee

ALABAMA MUNICIPAL
ELECTRIC AUTHORITY
804 South Perr y  St reet  •  Montgomer y,  A labama 36104
P. O. B ox  5 2 2 0  •  M o n t g o m e r y,  A l a b a m a  3 6 1 0 3 - 5 2 2 0
(334)  262 -1126

City of Fairhope offers LCR unit 
By D. Fran Morley

Jeremy Morgan, meter technician, 
City of Fairhope Electric Department, 
installs a load control relay (LCR) unit 
on a residential heating/cooling unit. 
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Approximately 
46 percent of 
Alabama, includ-

ing Tallapoosa and 
surrounding counties, 
is currently under a D4 
Intensity Exceptional 
Drought.  This unprec-
edented drought has 
threatened surface water 
supplies in Alabama, 
Georgia and Tennessee.  
Alexander City gets its 
drinking water from 
Lake Martin but the lake 
level continues to drop due to the drought.  For this reason, a drought contingency 
plan was prepared and implemented by the City to ensure that uninterrupted water 
service continued to approximately 60,000 people in the service area. 

Alexander City’s Adams Water Treatment Plant, located just north of the High-
way 280 River Bridge, uses an intake structure in Lake Martin to collect and pump 
water to the water treatment plant (WTP) for treatment.  The four pumps located 
on the intake structure each have a hydraulic capacity of approximately 8 million 
gallons per day and a nameplate rating of 500 horsepower. 

As the lake level continued to drop, the intake pumps began experiencing op-
erational problems. As part of the drought contingency plan, CH2M HILL recognized 
that a supplementary pumping system was needed and began working with the City 
to develop alternatives for the pumping system. The recommended supplementary 
pumping system would be located 200 feet further into the deeper waters of the 
lake so that sufficient water is delivered to the intake structure even if the lake 
level continues to drop. To supply the necessary power to operate the supplemen-
tary pumping system, the power source to one of the intake pumps was utilized, as 
each of the four submersible pumps is rated at 90 hp. 

The supplementary pumping system was installed and tested only 10 days after 
the construction contract was signed between the City and Peerson Construction. 
The pumps were in stand-by mode until Nov. 13, 2007. Since then, the pumps have 
been in operation, as necessary, to supply uninterrupted water service to Alexander 
City and surrounding customers. 
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City and IDA 
welcome new 
development

By Joel Holley

T he City of Lanett 
and the Indus-
trial Development 

Authority recently hosted a 
groundbreaking at The Land-
ing at the Venue. The City 
recently annexed a 60+-acre 
tract of land adjacent to I-85 
and the Lanett Municipal 
Airport. 

“This tract of commercial 
development will enhance the 
City and is just a part of the 
development in Lanett by the 
Greater Valley Development 
Group,” said Lanett Mayor 
Oscar Crawley.

McLean Hicklin of the 
Greater Valley Hospitality 
Group was on hand to tell 
invited guests and media 
about the project.  Hampton 
Inn Suites at the Landing at 
the Venue will be a five story, 
upscale hotel with stone fire-
places and conference areas.  
The project will be visible to 
Interstate 85 at Exit 77. 

Greater Valley Develop-
ment partner Walter Shealy 
got the large gathered crowd 
excited with plans for more 
commercial development for 
the site. Shealy expressed his 
own excitement.

“This development in the 
City of Lanett will greatly 
enhance revenues to the City 
and will tie together our 
Venue and Vistas development 
projects in Lanett’s sister city 
of Valley.”
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TO REpORT pOWER OUTAGE  

Day Time (256) 409-2080   

After Hours/Holidays – Call police Dept. (256) 234-3421

DO NOT CALL 911

Drought situation on Lake Martin

City implements  
drought contingency plan

Steve Newton, Client Service Manager, CH2M HILL
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By Darol Russell

I t is obvious that the Southeast 
will be talking about the drought 
of 2007 and 2008 for a long time. 

The statement has already been issued 
listing this event as the worst drought 
in more than a century.

The rainfall deficit for Alabama 
continues to climb. The effects of 
the La Nina weather event have dealt 
a severe blow to parts of Alabama, 
Georgia, Tennessee and the Carolinas. 
Rainfall deficits range between 15 and 
20 inches below normal. Even with 
some sporadic rainfall, which has some 
immediate benefits and is very much 
appreciated, to date it is not enough 
to end the existing drought. 

The Mayor and City Council of 
Sylacauga established mandatory water 
restrictions throughout the city limits 
of Sylacauga, to remain in effect until 
further notice. 

The public water system operated 
by the Utilities Board of Sylacauga also 
provides water to customers outside 
the contiguous city limits, including 
communities of Oak Grove, Five Points, 
County Line, Lake Tate, Comerdale, 
Odena, Oldfield, and Twin Pines. 
The customers in these areas should 
promptly comply with the same water 
restrictions. 
1.  No sprinkling, watering, or ir-

rigating of shrubbery, trees, lawn 
grass, ground cover, plants, vines, 
or gardens, except when used in a 
commercial establishment. *Even in 
commercial establishments, water 
should be used only on the vegeta-
tion that is to be sold for profit, or 
for food preparation. Using water 
for established vegetation, as listed 
above, or as part of the business 
landscape, should be stopped. 

2.  No filling or operation of any out-
door ornamental fountain or other 
structure using water without a 
recirculation system.  
*Operation of these should be 
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discontinued for the duration of the 
drought, or operated on a limited 
basis if absolutely necessary. 

3.  No washing of automobiles, trucks, 
trailers, mobile homes, campers, 
and boats, or other types of mobile 
equipment except when the water is 
used in a commercial establishment.  
*In a commercial establishment, 
water should be used wisely. Water 
conservation should influence the 
decisions of management and the 
employees.

4.  No filling of swimming pools.  
*Do not keep pools topped off un-
less the structure will be compro-
mised. 

5.  No washing of sidewalks driveways 
porches, exterior of homes, apart-
ments or other exterior surfaces ex-
cept when the public water is used 
in a commercial establishment.  
*In a commercial establishment, 
water should be used only for safety 
and health reasons, preparatory 
work for painting, or other uses 
that require water for accomplishing 
a similar task.

How can you help?

In the Southeast, there has not 
been the attention given to water 
resources and water conservation mea-
sures as in other parts of the country.  
Water has been plentiful. However, the 
wake -up call has been issued. The old 
adage, “No one thinks about the water 
until the well runs dry”, has proven 
true. The need, not so much for addi-
tional water resources, but a change in 
our perspective regarding water usage 
is now necessary. Water supply, as is 
true with fuel supply, will only become 
more critical and costly. Ignoring the 
problem will only deplete the sources 
much quicker. There is a bottom to the 
well. Let’s examine how we treat this 
valuable resource, and be determined 
to make the necessary changes that 

are required to conserve our water 
supply.

Using water wisely

A residence built before 1993 will 
most likely have a commode that will 
use 3 gallons of water or more for each 
flush. New low volume commodes will 
use 1.6 gallons per flush. Commodes 
using less water will lower your water 
bill considerably. A commode that 
has a leaking commode valve can also 
waste thousands of gallons per month. 
A $4.00 flapper valve can save hun-
dreds of dollars per year. Check to see 
if you have a leak! Pour a few drops of 
food coloring in the commode tank. If 
the water in the bowl turns that color 
after a few minutes, you have a leak-
ing flapper valve. You don’t have to 
be a plumber to replace this valve. It 
takes about five minutes to replace. 

A low flow shower head will only 
use 2.5 gallons per minute, whereas 
some shower heads will use as much 
as 7 or 8 gallons per minute.  Taking 
a bath does not have to waste water. 
The water can be used after a bath to 
water plants, and flush the commode.

A dishwasher can save water if 
used properly. A typical dishwasher 
will run 6 to 10 gallons per load. If 
the washer is not fully loaded with 
dishes, water is wasted. Hand washing 
is not always the best way. If there 
are enough dishes to fill the washer, it 
will use less water than hand washing 
dishes supplied for a large family and 
friends.

Small leaks will waste a consider-
able amount of water. These should 
be repaired promptly. Report all leaks 
quickly. During the winter months, 
water pipes must be protected from 
freezing. Water losses from broken 
pipes due to freezing weather can be 
devastating to a water system, espe-
cially during a drought.

During a drought, a dirty car can 
be quite fashionable. Washing a car by 
hand can use 80 gallons of water if you 
turn the water off while applying soap. 
If a garden hose is allowed to run 
continuously, the water being wasted 
could be as much as 11.1 gallons per 
minute at 80 psi (pounds per square 
inch) system pressure. By utilizing a 
car wash that recycles water, you are 
using water wisely.

Water conservation in Sylacauga
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T he City of Opelika 
held a joint press 
conference in Decem-

ber with Silver Companies to 
announce the company’s plans 
to develop “Celebrate Ala-
bama”, a retail, entertainment 
and attractions destination 
that would span more than 
535 acres along  I-85 in Ope-
lika. Development plans call 
for a wide range of shopping, 
dining and amenities with 
numerous hotels including an 
indoor water park hotel, and 
tourism opportunities that 
would help celebrate the best the state has to offer.

The centerpiece will be a greenway of monuments 
extending more than two miles along the project’s main 
thoroughfare and memorializing Alabama’s most notable 
musicians, athletes and heroes. Those honored might 
include such legendary figures as Helen Keller, Hank 
Williams, Nat King Cole, the Tuskegee Airmen, Booker T. 
Washington, Jesse Owens, Satchel Paige and Bo Jackson.

“There are so many amazing Alabama heroes, many of 
whom have quite literally changed the world,” said Larry 
Silver, chief executive officer, Silver Companies. “Celebrate 
Alabama will provide a wonderful venue to acknowledge 
their contributions.” 

“This is an extraordinary opportunity for Opelika, 
and the entire surrounding area,” said Opelika Mayor Gary 
Fuller. “We stand to benefit not only financially in terms 
of tax revenue and employment opportunities, but also in 
quality of life. This should be a wonderful source of pride 
for our citizens. Celebrate Alabama is designed as a cel-
ebration of Alabama’s rich heritage -- our unique history, 
culture, music and cuisine.”

In addition to the greenway of monuments, Celebrate 
Alabama will feature numerous walking and hiking trails 
and landscape features such as lakes. “We want visitors to 
feel free and welcome to move about the project by foot, 
and not just by car,” said Marvin Bolinger, chief operating 
officer, Silver Companies. “ We will provide ample parking, 
but we also hope that folks will enjoy a safe and com-
fortable stroll through pedestrian areas as they visit the 

shops, restaurants and other 
attractions.”

A state-of-the-art 
convention/expo center will 
allow the area to attract 
regional conventions, trade 
shows and consumer shows 
such as home, boat and 
outdoor-sports shows. The 
facility would also be avail-
able as a corporate meeting 
and training center.

Celebrate Alabama will 
employ approximately 5,000 
people upon completion. 
“We also think it will be a 

huge draw for national corporations to relocate nearby, 
since they will now have access to large-scale training 
and meeting facilities,” said Al Cook, director economic 
development, City of Opelika. “Those corporations can bet-
ter recruit their existing managers with nearby entertain-
ment, dining and shopping options on par with a major 
city.”

In addition to increasing employment, Celebrate 
Alabama would drive traffic to the rest of Opelika as well. 
“This is a win-win situation for businesses in Opelika,” 
said John Seymour, Opelika city administrator. “It will 
attract tourists from surrounding cities and travelers along 
I-85 who likely would never have stopped here.” 

“Celebrate Alabama is one of the most exciting 
projects with which the City of Opelika has ever been 
involved,” said Jerry Teal, president of the Opelika City 
Council. “We are honored to be a part of Celebrate Ala-
bama--and we look forward to sharing our great commu-
nity with folks from all over the country.”

Celebrate Alabama will mark the second in a series of 
“Celebrate” destinations planned by Silver Companies. The 
first – Celebrate Virginia – is a 2,400-acre development in 
Metro Washington, D.C. that boasts the East Coast’s Larg-
est Power Retail Center™ in addition to numerous hotels, 
a regional expo center and other draws attracting millions 
of visitors and generating more than a billion dollars in 
taxable sales on an annual basis.

Silver Companies plans to break ground on Celebrate 
Alabama sometime during the first quarter of 2008. 
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Silver Companies announces plans to build Celebrate Alabama
Major retail, entertainment and attractions destination  

set for I-85 at Opelika

By Jan Gunter



Places to Go and   
Things to Do

Alexander City
Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m., Auburn University 

Singers. Benjamin Russell High School 
Auditorium. For more information, call 
Peggy McClellan, (256) 329-0713.

Feb. 9, American Bass Anglers (Bassmas-
ter), Wind Creek State Park. For more 
information, call (256) 329-0845.

Feb. 14, Sweet Surprise, Adelia M. Russell 
Library. Library users who borrow any 
items and find a heart on their date due 
card will be an instant chocolate winners. 
The library has many items to pick from 
including craft books to help make per-
sonalized Valentine’s Day cards or gifts, 
cookbooks with special Valentine’s Day 
treats, or travel guides to pick a romantic 
destination with someone special. For 
more information, call (256) 329-6796. 
NOTE: Please call ahead to verify dates 
and time of events.

Sylacauga
Jan. 21-25, Sylacauga parks & Recreation 

registration for Cal Ripkin baseball.  Reg-
istration fee $60.

Comer Museum will host a watercolor exhibit 
by artists Retha Russell Martin and Janice 
Beck during the month of January.

 Feb. 16, Sylacauga parks & Recreation will 
host the 2008 Miss Sylacauga Pageant.

Comer Museum will host several different 
exhibits during the month of February.  
Artists Tommy Moorehead, Lila Graves, 
and Burch Anthony will exhibit their 
oils and acrylics. There will be a quilt-
ing exhibit by Betty Donahue.  Lindsey 
and Mari Moses of Southern Accents will 
display glass art design.

Fairhope
Feb. 1, 6:45 p.m., Mardi Gras 2008 in 

Fairhope, Maids of Jubilee, “Girls Jus 
Wanna Have Fun” parade. Parading for 
24 years, the Maids of Jubilee was the 
first women’s organization in Baldwin 
County. For more information, contact 
Dayna M. Case, (251) 680-6800, or dayna-
case@bellsouth.net.

March 8, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., March Fantasy 
Doll and Toy Show and Sale. Fairhope 
Civic Center Auditorium. Sponsored by 
the Eastern Shore Doll Study Club of 
Alabama. $2 admission for adults; $1 ad-
mission for children (ages 6-12). For more 
information, contact Ruth Brett, (251) 
980-5958.

Fishing with the kids on Wolf Bay
by David Horton

Anglers from across Baldwin 
County gathered at Wolf Bay 
Lodge for the Fourth Annual 

Riviera Utilities – Wolf Bay Water-
shed Watch Junior Fishing Tourna-
ment Saturday, Nov. 10. Children, 
ages 3 to 16, competed in two 
different age groups and in several 
“fish” categories in a keen competi-
tion for trophies and medals.

Also, a great variety of door 
prizes from advertisers and spon-
sors were given to the kids.  Prizes 
included a kayak, a custom rod and 
reel, cast net with bucket, rods and 
reels, tackle boxes, coolers, and 
many other items. The Gulf State 
Park and Alabama Marine Resources 
provided educational displays and 
the Gulf Coast Zoo, “The Little Zoo That Could”, provided children’s tickets 
to the zoo as further encouragement. 

Wanda Ramos, president of the Wolf Bay Watershed Watch, expressed 
gratitude to all the corporate sponsors of this year’s tournament and noted 
that all funds raised will be used for youth educational projects.

Delighted with a turnout of 76 junior anglers, Ramos proudly noted, 
“The Wolf Bay Watershed had recently been designated as an ‘Outstanding 
Alabama Water’ by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  
We are very pleased that so many children and parents came to the tourna-
ment and enjoyed an outing on our beautiful Wolf Bay.  Wolf Bay Lodge has 
been the home for this tournament over the years and is without a doubt a 
great place to hold the event.  We appreciate all they do for us to make this 
tournament a success.”

Mike Dugger, General Manager and CEO of Riviera Utilities, principle spon-
sor of the event, echoed Ramos’ sentiments and further remarked, “ Riviera 
Utilities recognizes and appreciates the beautiful waters of Baldwin County 
and the importance of our environment to our economic viability and qual-
ity of life. We are proud to sponsor this event and partner with the Wolf Bay 
Watershed Watch in a variety of endeavors.  To have so many children and 
their parents come to our tournament and enjoy the day fishing and learning 
about the quality of life we have in Baldwin County is rewarding.  We want 
to give our thanks to Wolf Bay Watershed Watch for their help in making this 
tournament a success.  We look forward to this year’s tournament.”
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Some of the Anglers for the 2007 Riviera Utilities - Wolf Bay Watershed Watch Fishing Tournament 
gather on the pier at Wolf Bay Lodge.

L to R): In the 3-9 age division, Devin Myers won 
the Lunker trophy and Jackson Madison won 
the Master Fisherman trophy.  In the 10-16 age 
division, Chris Ward won the Master Fisherman tro-
phy and Kayla Baker won the Lunker trophy. The 
Master Fisherman represents the most fish caught 
with the greatest weight and the Lunker trophy 
represents the fisherman who caught the heaviest 
weighted fish. Seventy-six kids participated in the 
fourth annual fishing event on Wolf Bay.
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Tuskegee Airmen Historic Site Grand 
Opening in October 2008

By Suzette Jelinek

On Nov. 6, 1998, President Clinton approved Public Law 105-355, which 
established the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site at Moton Field 
in Tuskegee to commemorate and interpret the heroic actions of the 

Tuskegee Airmen during World War II. The new site will contain a museum and 
interpretive programs at the historic complex at Moton Field as well as a na-
tional center based on a public-private partnership.

According to Park Superintendent Christine Biggers “the grand-opening for 
the Tuskegee Airmen Museum will occur from Oct. 10-12, 2008. Its expected 
turnout is between 50,000 to 60,000 visitors.” The event is being sponsored by 
four key agencies: 1) Black Pilots of America, (2) Organization of Black Airline 

Tuskegee Airman,
Toni Frissell,
March 1945 
Library of Congress, 
LC-F9-4503-314-7 

Pilots, (3) Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., 
and (4) Negro Airmen International, 
Inc. Along with legislative partners, 
Tuskegee University and the City of 
Tuskegee, the event will take place 
over three days and be headlined by 
distinguished members from both 
civilian and military backgrounds.

The State of Alabama Department 
of Tourism is publicizing the event. 
Currently sub-committees are being 
developed for planning and implemen-
tation of the event. “We are planning 
on a large volunteer recruitment 
effort,” said Biggers. People from the 
surrounding community will be critical 
in making this event a success. We will 
match the skills of the volunteer with 
the needs for the grand opening. 

In an economic impact study con-
ducted by Auburn University in 2001, 
at this stage of building, it is estimat-
ed that between 200,000-250,000 visi-
tors will come to the Tuskegee Airmen 
National Historic Site in 2008-2009. 
After 2010, upon full completion of 
the site, its expected visitation could 
exceed 450,000 visitors.

At present, no funding has been 
raised for the site’s monument, but 
Park officials are optimistic. “It is 
funding by those who are concerned 
about preserving a legend into legacy 
that will make this all come about,” 
said Biggers.

To learn more about the Tuskegee 
Airmen National Historic Site, go to 
http://www.nps.gov/history/museum/
exhibits/tuskegee/airoverview.htm.
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