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New Features…Dugger appointed to AMEA Board, Public Power Week (Oct. 7-13)
Plus…AMEA Scholarship Program kicks off, Alabama Weatherization Assistance  

Program offers free aid, Cooking with Electricity, and more!
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of 2.9 percent, or $2.93 per month, in 2009, and 0.66 
percent, or 69 cents per month, in 2010 for the aver-
age residential customer. The increases in 2009 and 2010 
would recover the additional environmental costs in those 
years. 

For customers in the Savannah area, the Merger 
Transition Adjustment that was put in place last year is 
scheduled to expire on Dec. 31, 2007. Savannah customers 
will be merged onto Georgia Power rates effective Jan. 1, 
2008. The PSC’s decision on Georgia Power’s rate case will 
determine the rates for Savannah customers in the future. 

Georgia Power’s base rates remain at approximately 
the same level as 1991 when adjusted for inflation. This is 
possible because the PSC decreased base rates in 1998 and 
2001. 

Georgia Power’s rates rank approximately 17 percent 
below the national average and also continue to compare 
favorably to rates of other utilities in Georgia. (See PSC 
rate surveys: http://www.psc.state.ga.us/electric/sur-
veys/residentialrs.asp) Even with this proposed increase, 
Georgia Power’s rates should remain well below the na-
tional average. 

Georgia Power is the largest subsidiary of South-
ern Company, one of the nation’s largest generators of 
electricity. The company is an investor-owned, tax-paying 
utility that serves 2.3 million customers and has opera-
tions in all but four of Georgia’s 159 counties. 

Note: Georgia Power, like other electric utilities in 
Georgia, has had a summer base rate and winter base rate 
for several years. The summer rate is effective June 1 each 
year because it costs more to generate electricity in the 
summer because of increased demand -- primarily from air 
conditioners. Winter rates become effective Oct. 1. 

Source: Georgia Power Company press release

Drought hits TVA power production 
TVA’s hydroelectric power generation is down nearly 

50 percent, reservoirs’ water levels have fallen as much 
as 28 feet and some power plants’ production soon may 
be cut or shut down if drought conditions worsen, the 
agency’s water supply manager said.

“I don’t know anything about global warming,” Gene 
Gibson said at a weekly meeting of the Chattanooga Engi-
neers Club in response to an attendee’s question. “We just 
keep praying for rain.”

Eliciting gasps, whistles and scattered exclamations 
from club members packing the Tallan Cellar restaurant’s 
dining room for the lunchtime talk, Mr. Gibson clicked 
through his PowerPoint presentation, describing in detail 
how the region’s yearlong drought has affected the Ten-
nessee River system.

The Tennessee Valley Authority has kept the system 
at “minimum flows” since February, allowing just enough 
water through dams and locks to maintain water quality, 
navigation and recreation requirements, Mr. Gibson said.

Nonetheless, TVA has had to rely on more power 
generation from alternate sources this year, he said. Mini-
mum flows have cut normal hydroelectric power genera-

tion nearly in half, while warmer-than-normal reservoirs 
are threatening to curb or even halt production at nuclear 
and fossil fuel plants, Mr. Gibson said.

“We’re getting very close to the limits,” he said. “It’s 
something that everyone at TVA is very concerned about.”

But even if plants continue to run normally, consum-
ers may notice an increase in their electric bills, a TVA 
spokesman said.

Gil Francis said TVA’s “fuel-cost adjustment” changes 
quarterly to reflect the past quarter’s business, so lower 
hydroelectric power generation this summer could raise 
electric rates in the fall.

“When (hydroelectric) production is down, you have 
to go to other (forms of) generation, and whatever you go 
to, it’s going to be more expensive,” Mr. Francis said. “Val-
ley consumers will eventually pay for that.”

Chattanooga received an above-average 3.76 inches 
of rain in July, and the weather service’s latest Seasonal 
Drought Outlook calls for “some improvement” in the dry 
conditions for the period through October.

“At this point, we’re so far behind for the year it 
might take two tropical systems that produce a widespread 
heavy rain to really turn things around,” said David Gaffin, 
a forecaster with the weather service office in Morristown, 
Tenn. “We’re still expecting an active hurricane season. ... 
We’ll just have to wait and see.”

Source: McClatchy-Tribune Regional News - Owen 
Hearey, Chattanooga Times/Free Press, Tenn. 

EPA tool offers consumers a way to 
calculate emissions associated with 
their use of electricity

The Environmental Protection Agency is offering on 
its Web site a way for consumers to estimate the effect 
their use of electricity has on the environment. With a 
few clicks of the mouse and a ZIP code, the agency’s Power 
Profiler calculates how much air pollution results from in-
dividual electricity use, based on the fuels used to produce 
the electricity. Consumers also can get tips on how they 
can reduce their impact on the environment. 

The emissions used in the calculator are carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides. CO2 contrib-
utes to global warming, while NOx and SO2 contribute to 
unhealthy air quality and acid rain in many parts of the 
country. 

“EPA’s Power Profiler makes it easy to research the 
air emissions that come from using electricity at home,” 
said Bob Meyers, acting assistant administrator for EPA’s 
Office of Air and Radiation. “All you need is a ZIP code and 
you’re on your way to understanding your environmental 
impact.” 

The site also guides users to other Web-based informa-
tion showing how to reduce emissions from one’s home 
or business through greater energy efficiency and use of 
renewable energy. 

The profiler is at www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/powerpro-
filer.htm 

Source: APPA
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According to the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, carbon 
monoxide poisoning is the leading 
cause of accidental poisoning deaths 
in America. Carbon monoxide detec-
tors are available, but you need to 
understand how they work and what 
their limitations are in order to decide 
whether or not you need a detector 
and, if you purchase a detector, how 
to use it to get the best protection. 

What is carbon monoxide? 
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, 

tasteless, invisible gas. Each carbon 
monoxide molecule is composed of a 
single carbon atom bonded to a single 
oxygen atom. Carbon monoxide results 
from the incomplete combustion of 
fossil fuels, such as wood, kerosene, 
gasoline, charcoal, propane, natural 
gas, and oil. 
Where is carbon monoxide found? 

Carbon monoxide is present in 
low levels in the air. In the home, it 
is formed from incomplete combus-
tion from any flame-fueled (i.e., not 
electric) device, including ranges, 
ovens, clothes dryers, furnaces, fire-
places, grills, space heaters, vehicles, 
and water heaters. Furnaces and water 
heaters may be sources of carbon 
monoxide, but if they are vented prop-
erly the carbon monoxide will escape 
to the outside. Open flames, such as 
from ovens and ranges, are the most 
common source of carbon monoxide. 
Vehicles are the most common cause of 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

How do carbon monoxide  
detectors Work? 

Carbon monoxide detectors trigger 

an alarm based on an accumulation 
of carbon monoxide over time. Carbon 
monoxide can harm you if you are 
exposed to high levels of carbon mon-
oxide in a short period of time, or to 
lower levels of carbon monoxide over a 
long period of time. Carbon monoxide 
detectors require a continuous power 
supply, so if the power cuts off then 
the alarm becomes ineffective. Models 
are available that offer back-up bat-
tery power. 

Why is carbon monoxide 
dangerous? 

When carbon monoxide is inhaled, 
it passes from the lungs into the he-
moglobin molecules of red blood cells. 
Carbon monoxide binds to hemoglobin 
at the same site as and preferentially 
to oxygen, forming carboxyhemoglo-
bin. Carboxyhemoglobin interferes 
with the oxygen transport and gas 
exchange abilities of red blood cells. 
The result is that the body becomes 
oxygen-starved, which can result in 
tissue damage and death. Low levels 
of carbon monoxide poisoning cause 
symptoms similar to those of the flu or 
a cold, including shortness of breath 
on mild exertion, mild headaches, and 
nausea. Higher levels of poisoning lead 
to dizziness, mental confusion, severe 
headaches, nausea, and fainting on 
mild exertion. Ultimately, carbon mon-
oxide poisoning can result in uncon-
sciousness, permanent brain damage, 
and death. Carbon monoxide detectors 
are set to sound an alarm before the 
exposure to carbon monoxide would 
present a hazard to a healthy adult. 
Babies, children, pregnant women, 
people with circulatory or respiratory 
ailments, and the elderly are more 
sensitive to carbon monoxide than 
healthy adults. 

Where should I place a carbon  
monoxide detector? 

Because carbon monoxide is 
slightly lighter than air and also 
because it may be found with warm, 
rising air, detectors should be placed 
on a wall about 5 feet above the floor. 
The detector may be placed on the 
ceiling. Do not place the detector right 
next to or over a fireplace or flame-
producing appliance. Keep the detector 
out of the way of pets and children. 

Each floor needs a separate detector. If 
you getting a single carbon monoxide 
detector, place it near the sleeping 
area and make certain the alarm is 
loud enough to wake you up. 
What Do I Do if the Alarm Sounds? 

Don’t ignore the alarm! It is 
intended to go off before you are expe-
riencing symptoms. Silence the alarm, 
get all members of the household to 
fresh air, and ask whether anyone is 
experiencing any of the symptoms of 
carbon monoxide poisoning. If anyone 
is experiencing symptoms of carbon 
monoxide poisoning, call 911. If no 
one has symptoms, ventilate the build-
ing, identify and remedy the source of 
the carbon monoxide before returning 
inside, and have appliances or chim-
neys checked by a professional as soon 
as possible. 

Additional carbon monoxide  
concerns and information 

Don’t automatically assume that 
you need or don’t need a carbon 
monoxide detector. Also, don’t assume 
that you are safe from carbon monox-
ide poisoning just because you have 
a detector installed. Carbon monox-
ide detectors are intended to protect 
healthy adults, so take the ages and 
health of family members into account 
when assessing the effectiveness of a 
detector. Also, be aware that the aver-
age life span of many carbon monoxide 
detectors is about 2 years. The ‘test’ 
feature on many detectors checks the 
functioning of the alarm and not the 
status of the detector. There are detec-
tors that last longer, indicate when 
they need to be replaced, and have 
power supply backups -- you need 
to check to see whether a particular 
model has the features you require. 
When deciding whether or not to 
purchase a carbon monoxide detec-
tor, you need to consider not only the 
number and type of carbon monoxide 
sources, but also the construction of 
the building. Newer building may have 
more airtight construction and may be 
better insulated, which make it easier 
for carbon monoxide to accumulate. 

Source: http://chemistry.about.
com/od/howthingswork/a/codetec-
tors.htm

Carbon 
monoxide 
detectors can 
save lives
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the Utilities Board do this for me?
We are not able to cut all the trees 

that a customer may wish to have removed 
from their property. These will need to 
be removed by a licensed tree contractor, 
to be employed by the customer. The 
contractor will need to call the Utilities 
Board if the service to the building needs 
to be dropped or moved to avoid damage to 
the line and building.

To avoid damage to other utilities 
in the area, the line location center for 
Sylacauga (Alabama One Call, (800) 292-
8525) should be called if the stump is to be 
removed or any excavation is needed. 
Q. How close to a power line should I 
plant a tree?

We encourage our customers that are 
interested in planting trees or vegetation 
to consider types that grow at a slower 
rate, and that do not typically grow tall 
enough to interfere with the lines over 
head. The best practice is to locate trees 
away from power line easements. The easy 
access to the lines will insure that the 
power can be restored quickly.
Q. If I see a problem with a tree, on or 
near the line, should I attempt to clear 
the line myself?

It is very important that anyone, who 
notices a problem with trees contacting 
power lines, call their electric service 
provider. Never try to remove them 
yourself. If you are performing work on 
your property near power lines, please 
contact the Utilities Board before work 
begins at (256) 249-0372.

Safety first! Use extreme caution while 
installing antennas, working from a ladder, 
painting near a line, or pruning trees with 
a pole saw. Keep a safe distance away from 
all power lines. 
Q.  Why do you need to trim so much of 
the tree?

We must maintain a minimum 
clearance of 10 feet around the line. If the 
tree has grown under the line it is best 
practice to remove the tree completely if 
possible. The best trimming techniques 
will be used. 
Q.  My trees aren’t touching the lines, 
why do you have to trim them?

When determining whether to trim a 
tree, or how much to trim, several factors 
will influence this decision. 
1.   Will strong winds cause the tree to 

sway into the lines? 
2.   Sagging lines due to high temperature 

may cause contact. 
3.   Estimating the growth and structure of 

the tree could warrant trimming.
4.   The estimated time between 

trimming cycles.
Planning ahead minimizes outages.

Q.  Under what circumstances can 
you enter my property and trim my 
trees?

The Sylacauga Utilities Board 
has a responsibility to maintain the 
electric system in such a way that 
reliable electric service is safely and 
consistently provided to everyone on 
our system. The easement (property 
where the poles and lines are located) 
allows access to the lines. We will 
endeavor to show consideration 
and protect our customer’s property 
while maintaining the lines. If you 
are unsure as to where the easement 
boundary is located, please contact 
the Electric Department for this 
information. Also, please contact 
the Utilities Board before building 
anything on or near the power line 
easement. 
Q.  Will I lose power while the trees 
are being trimmed or cut down?

In most cases you will not 
lose power during trimming. Our 
contractors specialize in trimming and 
removing trees and vegetation around 
energized lines.
Q. What is the green box near the 
property line?

Customers that have underground 
circuits may have a pad mount 
transformer on their property. These are 
the green boxes you will often see near 
the edge of the property line. 

Some of our customers will plant 
shrubs around these transformers to 
hide them as much as possible. This 
may solve one problem, but creates 
another.

The pad mounted transformers will 
need to be visible and readily available 
when there is trouble, and especially at 
night. Therefore it is important to plant 
correctly for maintenance and repair. 
Linemen need room to work safely on 
these devices. Please keep shrubs and 
structures 10 feet away from the front 
of the enclosure, and a minimum of 
one foot from the other three sides. 
Planting vegetation too close to these 
devices can also cause overheating 
due to poor ventilation. Obstructions 
(flowers, shrubs, or structures) may 
be damaged or removed during service 
restoration and maintenance.      

Q.  Who should I contact 
for any tree trimming 
issues or questions?

Call the Sylacauga 
Utilities Board Operations 
Center at (256) 249.0372. 
You may also contact the 
Utilities Board at www.
sylacauga.net and click 
on the link, How Can We 
Assist You?

By working together, 
we will be able to reduce 
the number of outages and 
maintain a reliable power 
supply. 

                           
                           
         

Munch Mix
4 cups of Post Spoon-Size 

Shredded Wheat cereal
2 cups popped popcorn
1 cup small pretzels
1 cup Planters mixed nuts or 

Planters cocktail peanuts
1 envelope Good Seasons 

Italian Salad Dressing and 
Recipe Mix

¼ cup (1/2 stick) butter or 
margarine, melted

2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce

¼ tsp. garlic powder

Preheat oven to 300 
degrees F. Toss cereal with 
popcorn, pretzels and nuts 
in 15x10x1-inch baking pan. 
Sprinkle evenly with salad 
dressing mix.

Mix butter, Worcestershire 
sauce and garlic powder. 
Drizzle evenly over cereal 
mixture; toss to coat.

Bake 30 to 35 minutes or 
until lightly toasted, stirring 
after 15 minutes. Cool. Store 
in tightly covered container 
at room temperature.

Joann Mathis
Alexander City Light 
& Power
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Electricity










